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THERON TO A8 A810. 


Dear As As 10, 


1 laſt Evening was one of the fineſt I 
ever ſaw. According to Cuſtom, I made 
an Excurſion into the open Fields; and 
wanted nothing to complete the Satisfaction, but my 
Friend's Company *, I could not but obſerve, how 


much your improving Converſation heightened the 
Charms of Nature. When Religion applied Philo- 


ſophy, every Thing was in/irufive, as well as plea- 
ing. Not a Breeze ſwept over the Plains, to 
: 2 clear 


* Tu uod abes excepto, cateraletus. 
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clear the Sky, and cool the Air; but it tended alſo. 
to diſperſe our Doubts, and enliven our Faith in the” 


Supreme All- ſufficient GOOD.—Not a Cloud 
tinged the Firmament with radiant Colours, or 
amuſed the Sight with romantic. Shapes, but We 
beheld a Picture of the preſent World. Its fading 
Acquiſitions, and fantg/tic Joys were pourtrayed, in 
the mimic Forms, and the tranſitory Scene. Even 
the weakeſt of the Inſect- tribe, that ſkim the Air in 
ſportive Silence, addreſſed Us with the ſtrongeſt In- 
citements, and gave Us the loudeſt Calls, to be ative 
in our Day, and »/eful in our Generation. They 
cried, at leaſt when You lent them your Tongue, 


Such is vain Life, an idle Flight of Days, 
"A fill deluſroe Round of ſickly Jah, 
A Scene of little Cares, and trifling Paſſions, 

If not % by the Deeds * Virtue. 


How often at the Approach of ſober * have 
We ſauntered through the duſky Glade. © Obſerving 
the laſt Remains of Light, now impurpling the 
Weſtern Clouds ; now faintly gleaming on the 
Mountain's Brow: now creeping inſenſibly from 
all the ſhaded Landſcape. How often have We 
ſtole along the Cloyſters of ſome leafy Bower; at- 
tentiys to the Tale of a guerulous Current. That 
ſeemed to. be ſtruck with Horror, at the awful 
Cxloom.; and complained with heavier Murmurs, 28 
it paſſed under the blackening Shades, and along the 
Root-obſtruted Channel.—Or elſe, far = thi 
babbling Brook, and ſoftly treading the graſſy Pat 
We liſtened to the Vightingale's Song. While Shot 
Gale held its Breath, and all the Leaves forchore their 

„u drs wag Motion, 
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Motion, that they might neither drown nor interrupt 
the melodious Woe.—From both which penſive 
Strains, Y ou endeavoured to temper and chaſtiſe the 
exuberant Gaiety of my Spirits. You convinced me, 
that true Joy is a ſerious Thing“: is the Child of 
ſedate Thought; not the Spawn of intemperate 
Mirth : nurſed, not by the Sallies of diſſolute Mer- 
' riment, but by the Exerciſe of ſerene Contempla- 
tion, 
Sometimes, at the gladſome Return of Morn, 
we have aſcended an airy Eminence; and hailed the 
-new-born: Day; and gazed the Dew-bright Earth; 
and followed, with our delighted Eye, the Mazes 
of ſome glittering Stream. —Here ruſhing, with im- 
petuous Fury, over the Mountain's Summit; tum- 
bling from Rock to Rock; and roaring down the 
craggy Steep. Impatient, as it were, to get free 
from ſuch rugged Paths, and mingle itſelf with the 
adjacent "Mead. — There, ſlackening its headlong 
Career, and ſmoothirig its Eddies, into a glaſſy 
Surface, and a gentle Flow. While, deep em- 
boſomed in the verdant Soil, it winds through the 
cheriſned and ſmiling Herbage. Sometimes, loſt 
amidſt cloſing Willows ; ſometimes, iſſuing with 
freſh Luſtre from the verdant Arch; always, rov- 
ing with an Air of amorous Complacency, as though 
it would kiſs the fringed Banks, and careſs the flow- 
ery Glebe, —Reminded, by this watery Monitor, of 
that Conſtancy and Vigour, with which the Aﬀec- 
tions ſhould move towards the great Center of Hap- 
pineſs, CHRIST FES8US—of that determined 
Ardour, with which we ſhould break through the 
Entanglements of Temptation, and Obſtacles of 
A 3 the 


Lees ſevera oft verum Caudium. Sun. 
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the World, in order to reach our everlaſting R. 
and of the mighty Difference between the turbu- 
lent, the frothy, the precipitate Gratifications of 
Vice, and the calm, the ſubſtantial, the permanent 
Delights of Religion. 

Or elſe, with careleſs Step, We have rambled 
along the Fields. Sometimes, prying into the ſe- 
cret Shade, or hiding Ourſelves in the ſequeſtred 
Vale. Sometimes, We have roved again on the 
upland Plains; with eager Views ſurveying the uni- 
verſal Proſpect; and even. devouring the Beauties 
of Nature, or, as the Seripture ſpeaks, taking them 
with our Eyes . Never weary of admiring the 
Magnificence and Glory of the Creation. An end- 
leſs Variety of graceful Objects, and delightful 
Scenes] Each ſoliciting our chief Regard; every 
one worthy of our whole Attention; all conſpiring 
to touch the Heart with a mingled Tranſport of 
Wonder, of Gratitude, and of Joy.—80 that we 


have returned from our rural Expedition, not as the 


Spendthrift from the Gaming-table, curſing his 
Stars, and raving at his ill Luck; gulled of his 
Money, and the derided Dupe of Sharpers. Not as 


the Libertine from the Houſe of Wantonneſs +, ſur- 
feited 


* Job xl. 24. | 

+ Solomon, in order to deter unwary Youth from thoſe 
Sinks of Uncleanneſs, repreſents the Harlot under the 
Character of a peſtilent Hag, or baleful Sorcereſs. Her 
Feet go down to Death; Prov, v. 5. Her Houſe is the high 
Road to Hell; Prov. vii, 27. yea, her Gueſts are in the 
Depths of Hell; Prov. ix. 18. The ſecond Clauſe ſeems. 
to be emphatical. The original e is in the plu- 


ral Number n. I chooſe therefore to render it, not 


ſimply The Road, but more largely The high Road: from 
Which many other Ways of Guilt branch out, in which 


many other Paths of Ruin coincide. There, Murder 1s 
. | often , 
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feited with the rank Debauch, dogged by Shame, 
goaded by Remorſe, with a thouſand recent Poiſons 
tingling in his Veins. But We returned, as Ships of 
Commerce from the golden Continent, or the ſpicy 
Iſlands, with new Acceſſions of ſublime Improve- 
ment, and ſolid Pleaſure. With a deeper Venera- 
tion for the Almighty CREATOR; with a 
warmer Senſe of his unſpeakable Favours ; and with 
a more inflamed Deſire, to know him now by 
c Faith, and after this Life to have the Fruition 
cc of his glorious GODHEAD.” 

Sometimes, with an agreeable Relaxation, we have 
transferred our Cares, from the Welfare of the Na- 
tion, to the Flouriſhing of the Farm ; and, inſtead - 
of enacting Regulations for the civil Community, 
we have planned Schemes for the Cultivation of our 
Ground, and the Proſperity of our Cattle, Inſtead 
of attending to the Courſe of Fleets, and the Deſti- 
nation of Armies, We have directed the Plough, 
where to rend the grafly Turf; or taught the Honey- 
ſuckle to wind round the Arbour, and the Jeſſamine 
to climb upon the Wall.—Inſtead of interpoſing our 
friendly Offices, to reconcile contending Kingdoms; 
We have formed a Treaty of Coalition, between the 

A 4 ſtranger 


often known, to drench ker Dagger in Blood; and Rob- 
bery forms the raſh Reſolve, which ends in the ignomi- 
nious Halter. There, Intemperance daily brews the 
Bowl, which enervates the Conſtitution, and transforms 
the Man into a Beaſt. While Diſeaſe, pale cadaverous 
noiſome Diſeaſe, anticipates the Putrefaction of the Grave, 
and cauſes the wretched Martyrs of Vice to rot even above 
Ground. — Well may every one, who loves Life, and 
would fain ſee good Days, cry out with a Mixture of 
Deteſtation and Dread; O my Soul, come not thou 
4% into their horrid Haunts!“ 


Dii meliora Piis, Erroremque Haſfibus illum ! Vimes. 
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ſtranger Cyon, and the adopting Tree; and, by the | 
temarkable Melioration of the enſuing Fruit, demon- | | 
ſtrated (would contending Empires regard the Pre- 
cedent) what Advantages flow from pacific Meaſures, 
and an amicable Union.—Inſftead of unrayeling the 1 
Labyrinths of State, and tracing the Fineſſes of Fo- | 
reign Courts; We have made ourſelves acquainted 
with the Politics of Nature, and obſerved, how won- 
derfully, how myſteriouſly, that great ProjeQreſs 
acts.—In this Place ſhe rears a vaſt Trunk, and 
unfolds a Multiplicity of Branches, from one ſmall 
Berry. She qualifies, by her amazing Operations, 
[ a few contemptible Acorns, that were formerly car- 
| ried in a Child's Lap, to bear the Britiſb Thunder 
f round the Globe, and ſecure to our Iſland the Sove- 
'reignty of the Ocean.—in another Place, ſhe pro- 
duces from a dry Grain, firft the green Blade; then 
the turgid Ear; afterwards the full-grown and ripened 
Corn in the Far *. Repaying, with exact Punctu- 
ality, and with Javiſh Uſury, the Huſbandman's 
"Toil, and the Huſbandman's Loan: cauſing, by a 

i "moſt ſurpriſing Reſurrection, the Death of one Seed, 

| to be fruitful in the Birth of Hundreds. 
| 

i 


2 — ” wm, — my AQ © a4 . 


1 But I forget your Caution, Apaſio; forget, bow 
"kindly you have checked me, when I have been ha- 
| ranguing - upon, I know not what, Powers and 
1 Works of Nature. Whereas, it is GOD who 
= worketh hitherto + : who to this Day exerts, and to 
1 the End of Time will exert, that ſecret but unre- 
1 _ mitted Energy, which is the Life of this majeſtic Syſ- 
| tem, and the Cauſe of all its ſtupendous Operations. 
i Let this ſhew you, how much I want my Guide, 
my Philoſopher, and Friend, Without his prompt- 


Has e 
* Mark iv. 28. + John v. 17. 
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ing Aid, my Genius is dull; my Reflections are 
aukward; and my religious Improvements jejune ; 
ſomewhat like the bungling Imitations of the Tool, 
compared with the maſteriy Effects of Vegetation. 
However, I will proceed. Yet, not from any View 
of informing my Apaſio, but only to draw a Bill 
upon his Pen; and lay him under an Obligation to 
enrich me with another Letter, upon the ene and 
excellent Subject of his laſt. 


Art is dim-ſighted in her Plans, and defective even 
in her moſt elaborate Eſſays. But Nature, or rather 
Nature's ſublime AU THOR, is indeed a De- 
ſigner and a Workman * that need not be aſhamed 1. 
His Eye ſtrikes out ten thouſand elegant Models, 
and- his Touch executes all with inimitable Perfec- 
tion — What an admirable Specimen is Here, of the 
divine Skill, and of the divine Goodnets ! This ter- 
raqueous Globe is intended, not only for a Place of 
Habitation, but for a Storehouſe of Conveniences. 
If We examine the ſeveral Apartments of our great 
Abode; if We take a general Inventory of our com- 
mon Goods; We ſhall find Reaſon to be charmed 
with the Diſplays, both of nice Oeconomy, and 
of boundleſs Profuſion. 

Obſerve the Surface of this univerſal Meſſuage. 
The Ground, coarſe as it may ſeem, and trodden 
by every Foot, is nevertheleſs the Laboratory, where 
the moſt exquiſite Operations are performed; the 
Shop, if I may ſo ſpeak, where the fineſt Manufac- 

tures 


A Deſigner and a Workman ; this ſeems to be the pre- 
ciſe Meaning of the Apoſtle's Words, Texpilng x Inpuepſoce 
Heb. xi. 10. Builder and Maker, are too ſimilar. Pro- 
Jeaor and Architect, would be more diſtin, 

+ 2 Tim. ii. 15. 


ä 
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tures are wrought. Though all Generations have, 
each in their Order, been accommodated by its 


Productions; though all Nations under Heaven are, 
to this very Day, ſupplied by its Liberalities, it ſtill 


continues inexhauſted. Is a Reſource, always new 3 


2 Magazine, never to be drained. 
As this is a Property vety remarkable, and un- 


ppeakably valuable, it deſerves our more particular 


Regard. Was it reverſed, what would become of 


the World, both rational, animal, and vegetable? 


In commercial Affairs, Uſury is looked upon as 
the Canker of an Eſtate. A corroding Worm, 


which eats into the Heart, and conſumes the very 
Vitals, of our Subſtance. The Earth borrows im- 
menſe Sums yearly. Theſe She repays with an In- 


tereſt prodigiouſly large, almoſt incredible. Yet is 


She never impoveriſhed. Or if impoveriſhed in 


fome Degree, the Repoſe of a ſingle Year, with a 
little Cultivation from the Owner, is ſufficient for 
the Reparation of all her Loſſes. —Old Age weakens 
the moſt vigorous Animals. Even the hardieſt Oaks 
are impaired by Time. A State of Barrenneſs and 


Decay awaits them all; and admits neither of Pre- 


vention, nor of Remedy. But the Earth, which 
is the Mother and the Nurſe of us all, is ſubject to 
none of theſe Infirmities. She is now almoſt fix 
thouſand Years old, yet diſcovers no Sign of a 
broken Conſtitution, nor any one Symptom of ex- 
haufled Strength. In Spring, She blooms like a 
Virgin; in Summer, ſhe ſparkles like a Bride; in 


Autumn, ſhe teems like a Matron. If grey Hairs 


ſeem to be upon Her, during the wintry Months; 


She is ſure to drop them, when the Froſts are gone, 


and the Sun approaches, She never fails, at that 
Seaſon, 


EF OT IS ES H 
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- Seaſon, to re- aſſume all the Graces, and to re- exert 
all the Vigour of Vouth.— Though She has been 
pregnant with thouſands and thouſands of Vintages 
and Harveſts; though She has ſuckled unnumbered 
Millions of green and flowery Families; her Womb 
is as ſtrong and lively to conceive *, her Breaſts are 
as copious and milky to nouriſh, as if She was but 
juſt delivered of her Firſt-born.— To what is this 
unequaled and never-ceaſing Fertility owing ? 
What, but that mighty Word, proceeding from 
the Mouth of IEHOV AH; While the Earth re- 
maineth, Seed-time and Harveſt ſhall: not ceaſe +. 
How ſhort the Decree, but how long and laſting 
its Efficacy! It has reached to this Hour; it will 
reach to diſtant Ages; it will extend itſelf to the 
very End of Time. 

The Unevenneſs of the Ground, far from being 'a 
Blemiſh or a Defect; heightens its Beauty, and aug- 
ments its Uſefulneſs. —Zere, it is ſcooped into deep 
and ſheltered Vales, almoſt conſtantly covered with 
a ſpontaneous Growth of Verdure: which, all ten- 
der and ſucculent, compoſes an eaſy Couch, and 
yields the moſt agreeable Fodder, for the various 
Tribes of Cattle.—T here, it is extended into a wide, 
open, champain Country: which, annually reple- 
niſhed with the Huſbandman's Seed, ſhoots into a 
copious Harveſt. A Harveſt, not only of that prin- 
cipal Wheat, which ſtrengthens our Heart, and is 

the 


* St. Chry/oftom thought this a wonderful Circum- 
ſtance, and has touched it in one of his moſt celebrated 
Orations. Evvonouy {40k TO K&%AMN0G TH &pars, Togoy Tt Xpoves, 
u H nuaupuln, a wore (Me xalacuvarbiicy flu; g 
amor ew Ty; ons Ty da, ww, 8% womeow ating n yarn 
To08|y Tixleoa xporer. Arr. 

+ Gen. viii. 22. 
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alſo, and 
VvVield an excellent Food for our Animals; and either 
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the —_ our Life; but of the appointed Barley * 
various ather Sorts of Grain. Which 


enable them to diſpatch our Drudgery, — fat- 
ten their Fleſh for our Tables. li 

The Furrows, obedient to the Will * Man, vary 

„ex Produce f. They bring forth a Crop of tall, 
flexile, ſlender Plants I: whoſe thin filmy» Coat, 
dried, attenuated, and ſkilfully manufactured, trans- 
forms itſelf into ſome of the moſt neceſſary Accom- 
modations of Life, and. genteeleſt Embellifhments of 

- Society, —lt.is wove into ample Volumes of' Cloth; 
which, fixed to the Maſt, give Wings to our Ships, 
and waft them to the Extremities of the Ocean. 
It is twiſted into vaſt Lengths of Cordages which 
add Nerves to the Crane, and lend Sinews to the 
Pulley; or elfe, adhering to the Anchor, they faſten 
the Veſſel even on the fluctuating Element, and ſe- 
"cure its Station even amidſt driving Tempeſts.—It 
furniſhes the Ducheſs with her coſtly  Head-dreſs, 
and delicately fine Ruffles. No leſs ſtrong than 
neat, it ſupplies the Plowman with his coarſe Frock, 
and the Sailor with his clumſy Trowſers. Its Fi- 
| bres, 


abt Lai. xxviii. 42 Theron adopts our: received Tran. 
lation. Which ſeems, like the Trumpet giving an un- 
certain Sound, to perplex, rather than inform. 'We know 
not what to underſtand by the Word appointed, when 
uſed in this Connection. Whereas, the true Interpreta- 
tion of the Original, is, I think, as follows; nTywy 


wb bd D ET Hardes fignata eff & Que M:ta 


ua. | A proper Place 15 aſſigned bath for the Par and the 


Nye 
228 One may venture is ay of the Earth, with regard 


to its vegetable Operation; 
Omnia transformat ſeſe in Miracula Rerum. 


t Flax and Hemp. 
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bres, artſully ranged by the Operations of the 
Loom, cover our Tables with a graceful Elegance, 
and ſurround our Bodies with a'cheriſhing' Warmth. 
On this the Painter ſpreads the Colours, which en- 
chant the Eye; in this the Merchant packs the 
Wares, which enrich the World. a 
Vonder, the Hill, like a grand Amphitheatre, 
ariſe. Amphitheatre All the pompous Works of 
Roman Magnificence,/ are leſs than Mole- banks, are 
mere Cocklelſhells, compared with thoſe majeſtic 
Elevations of the Earth. Some Uad with matitling 
Vines; ſome crowned with towering Cedars ; ſome 
_ ragged with miſhapen Rocks, or yawning with ſub- 
terraneous Dens. Whoſe” rough and inacceflible 
Craggs, *whoſe hideons and gloomy Cavities, are not 
only à continual 'Refige for the wild Goats, but 
have often proved an Afylum to perſeciited Merit e, 
and a Safeguard to the moſt valuable Lives. 
At à greater*Diftance, the Mountain lift their 
frozeh Brows, or penetrate the Clouds with their 
aſpiring-Peaks,, Their frozen Bros arreſt the roy- 
ing, and condenſe the rare fied Vapours +. Their 
fiony: Bowels, formed into Caverns, collect the 
dripping Treafures, and ſend tem abroad, in gra- 
dual Communications, by trickliog Springs. While 
their ſteep Sides precipitate the watery Stores; roll- 
ing them on with ſuch a forcible Impulſe t, that 
S311 f 6 36d) 35 482 U 20 f | they 
re David, from Saul's Malice; to Ejah, from Je- 

zebel's Vengeance; to many of the primitive Chriftians, 
from'the Rage of perſecating Emperors : they wandered 


in Deſarts and in Mountains; in Dent and Caves of the 
Earth, Heb. xi. 38. 1122 


+ Therefore ſty led Mnbæſa Cacumina Montir. Vigo. 
It is obſervable, that the largeſt Rivers in the World, 
thoſe ul h roll che heavieſt ; urden of Waters, aud per- 


orm 


2 
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they never intermit their unwearied Courſe, till 
they have ſwept through the moſt extenſive Climes, 
and regained their native Seas. 

The Vineyard (wells into a Profuſion of Cluſters: 20 
ſome tinged with the deepeſt Purple, and delicately 
clouded with Azure: ſome clad with a whitiſh 
tranſparent Skin, which ſhews the tempting Ker- 
nels, lodged in luſcious Nectar.— The Vine re- 
quires a ſtrong Reflection of the Sun- beams, and a 
very large Proportion of Warmth. How commo- 
diouſly do the Hills and Mountains miniſter to this 
Purpoſe | May We not call thoſe vaſt Declivities, 
the Garden-walls of Nature? Which, far more ef- 
feQually than the moſt coſtly Glaſſes, or moſt art- 
ful Green-houſes, concenter the ſolar Heat, and 
complete the Maturity of the Grape. Diſtending 
it with a Liquor of the fineſt Scent, the moſt agree 
able Reliſh, and the- moſt exalted. Qualities: ſuch 


as diſſipate Sadneſs, and inſpire Vivacity: ſuch. as 
make 


FEI the moſt extenfive Circuit through the Nations, ge- 
nerally take their Riſe from Mountains, The Rhine, the 
Rhone, and the Po, all deſcend from the Ah. The Tygriz 
derives its rapid Flood, from the everlaſting Snows, and 
ſteep Ridges of Niphates. And, to — ay one more 
Inſtance, the River Amazones, which pours itſelf through 
a Multitude of Provinces, and waters near eighteen hun- 
dred Leagues of Land, has its Urn in the Caverns, and 
its Impetus from the Precipices, of that immenſe Range 
of Hills, the Andes. 
of the Reader is inclined to ſee the Ori gin.and Forma- 
tion of Rivers deſcribed, in all the Sublimity of Diction, 
and with all the Graces of Poetry, He may find this 
333 in Mr. Thom/or's Autumn, Lin. 781. laſt 
dit 
© Mnewing Scene / behold, the Glooms diſcleſe. | 
4 fee the Rivers in their infant Beds 


By. deep ¶ hear them, lab' ri ner n $06 frm! cc. 
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make glad the Heart of Man, and moſt ſweetly 
prompt, both his ' Gratitude and his- Duty, to the 
Munificent GIVER.—I grieve, and I bluſh for 
my Fellow-creatures, that Any ſhould abyſe this 
Indulgence of Heaven. That Any ſhould turn fo 
valuable a Gift of GOD into a deteſtable Inftru- 
ment of Sin! Should turn the moſt exhilarating of 
Cordials into Poiſon, Madneſs, and Death. 

The Kitchen: garden preſents Us with a new Train 
of Benefits. In its blooming Ornaments, what un- 
affected Beauty ! In its culinary Productions, what 
diverſified Riches It ripens a Multitude of nutri- 
mental Eſculents, and almoſt an equal Abundance 
of medicinal Herbs; diſtributing Refreſhments to 
the Healthy, and adminiſtering Remedies to the 
Sick. -The Orchard, all fair, and ruddy, and bow- 
ing down beneath its own delicious Burden, gives 
Us a freſh Demonſtration of our CREATO R's 
Kindneſs. Regales Us, firſt, with, all the Delica- 
cies of Summer Fruits ; next, with the more laſting 
Succeſſion of Autumanl Dainties. 

What is Nature, but a Series of Wonders, and a 
Fund of Delights! That ſuch a Variety of Fruits, 
ſo beautifully coloured, and ſo elegantly ſhaped ; fo 
charmingly flavoured, and enriched with ſuch ad- 
mirable Juices; ſhould ariſe from the Earth! Than 
which nothing is more inſipid, ſordid, and deſpi- 
cable, —I am ſtruck with pleaſing Aſtoniſhment, at 
the Cauſe of theſe fine Effects! I am no lefs ſur- 
priſed, at the Manner of bringing them into Exiſ- 
tence. I take a Walk in my Garden, or a Turn 
through my Orchard, in the Month of December» 
There ſtand ſeveral Logs of Wood. Some, of 
ſtately Height, and diffuſive Spread, Others, con- 
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1 tracted into Dwarſs, or diſpoſed along the Eſpalier. 
1 All, naked and unornamented; all, faſtehed to 
| the Ground, and neither endued with Senſe, nor 
| capable of Motion. No human Hand will touch 
1 them; no human Aid will ſuccour them. Vet, 
in a little Time, they are beautified with Bloſſoms; 
after which, they are covered with Leaves; and, 
at laſt, they are loaded with mellow Treaſures. 


| 

With the downy Peach and the poliſhed Plum; 

| with the muſky Apricot, and the juicy Pear; with | ] 
iſ | the Cherry, and its coral Pendants, glowing through } i 
' Lattices of Green, | y f 
| | — a dark , 
| Beneath her ample Leaf, the luſcious Fig. E 


I have wondered at the Structure of my Watch; 
wondered more at the Deſcription of the Silk-mills; 

moſt of all, at the Account of thoſe prodigious En- 
gines, invented by Archimedes, But what are all the 
Inventions of all' the Geometricians and Mechanics 

5 in the World, compared with theſe inconceivably 
nice Automata * of Nature! Theſe /el/-operating Ma- 


chines 
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LAutomata or /elf-operating Machines; not meant to 
ſet aſide the Superintendency of Providence, but only to 
exclude the Co-operation of Man. 
The Word atlaly is uſed by our MASTER; is a 
very fine, and moſt expreſſive Word for which Reaſons, 
I have ventured to give it @ Kind of Eugliſb Naturaliza- 
tion. It fignifies, ſays a Greek Scholiaſt, ra; rd, a 
vr ala; wpſeons. See Mark iv. 28,—It is an Explication 
of that remarkable Phraſe, which occurs in the Maſaic 
Hiflory of the Creation, mwy? nn BY wn Gen. 
ii. 3, Which GOD created and made, appears tautologi- 
cal, and is by no means an exact Tranſlation. It ſhould 
rather be interpreted, Which GOD created in order to 


make ; 
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chines diſpatch their Buſineſs, with a Punctuality that 
never miſtakes, with a Dexterity that cannot be 
equalled. In Spring, they clothe themſelves with 
ſuch unſtudied but exquiſite Finery, as far exceeds 
the Embroidery of the Needle, or the Labours of 
the Loom. In Autumn, they preſent Us with ſuch 
a Collation of Sweetmeats, and ſuch Blandiſhments 
of Taſte, as ſurpaſs whatever the moſt critical 
Luxury could compare, or the moſt laviſh Fancy 
imagine.— So that thoſe coarſe and ſenſeleſs Logs, 
firſt decorate the divine Creation, then perform the 
Honours of the Fable. | | 

If, amidſt theſe ordinary Productions of the 
Earth, GOD appears ſo great in Counſel, and ſo 
mighty in Works * : what may we expect to ſee, 
amidſt the Palaces of Heaven; among the Hierar- 
chies of Angels; and in that wonderful RE- 
DEEMER, who is, beyond all other Objects, 


beyond all other Manifeſtations, the Wiſdom of 


GOD, and the Power of GOD +. 

The Foreſt rears Myriads of maſſy Bodies. Which, 
though neither gay with Bloſſoms, nor rich with 
Fruits, ſupply Us with Ornaments, far more dur- 
able than the former ; with Benefits, far more vas 
luable than the latter. They ſupply Us with Tim« 
ber of various Kinds, and of every deſirable Qua- 


lity $.—But who ſhall cultivate ſuch huge Trees, 


diffuſed 


make ; to make, by theſe prolific Inſtruments, and pro- 
ducing Principles, a continued Succeſſion of Animals, 
Vegetables, and Creatures. 
* Jer. xxxii. 19. + 1 Cor. 1. 24. 

2 Tully has given Us an Abridgment of all the preced- 
ing Particulars. - Which, I think, is one of the fineſt 
Landſcapes in Miniature, that the deſcriptive Pen ever 

Vor. III. B drew- 
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diffuſed over ſo vaſt a Space? The Toil were end- 
leſs the Taſk impoſſible. See therefore the all- 
wiſe and ever-gracious Ordination of Providence 
They are ſo conſtituted, that they have no Need of 
the Spade, the Pruning-knife, or the Watering- 
pot. Nay, the little Services of Man would di- 
minith, rather than augment their Dignity and their 
Utfefulneſs. - The more they are neglected, the bet- 
ter they [thrive ; ſcorning, as it were, to be depen- 
dent. on. any. Hand, but the divine; and ſpeaking, 
by their own native Grandeur, the tranſcendent 
Greatneſs of their PLANTERE, 

When felled by the Axe, they are ſawed into 
Beams, and ſuſtain the Roofs of our Houſes. They 
are faſhioned into Carriages, and ſerve for the Con- 
veyance of the heavieſt Loads. Their Subſtance fo 
Pliant, that they yield to the Chizzel of the Turner, 
and are ſmoothed by the Plane of the Joiner; are 
wrought into: the niceſt Diminutions of Shape, and 
compoſe ſome of the fineſt Branches of houſhold 
Furniture. Their Texture fo ſolid, that they farm 
the moſt important Parts of thoſe mighty Engines ; 
which, adapting themſelves to the Play of me- 
chanic Powers, difpatch more Work in a ſingle 
Hour, than conld'otherwiſe be accompliſhed in many 
Days,—At the fame Time, their Preſſure is ſo light, 

| that 


drew. —Terra univerſa cernatur, veſtita Floribus, Herbis, 
Arboribus, Frugibus ; quorum omnium incredibilis Multitudo 
inſatiabili Vartetate „ Adde huc Fontium gelidas 
Perennitates, Liguores perlucidos Amnium, Riparum Veſtitus 
wiridiſiimes, Speluncarum concavas Altitudines, Saxorum A 
peritates, impendentium Montium Altitudines, Immenſttateſque 
Camporum. De Nat. Deor. Lib. II. 

_ * Chry/oftem, making Mention of Trees, ſays; Ta 
pry vg T8 xapme, Ta IJ; N TH witheg, Ta ff 04 78 ANNE; 
arr. TW TOUTTUAVN TTY EVP IAN, 
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that they float upon the Waters; and glide along 
the Surface, almoſt with as much Agility, as the 
finny Fry glance through the Deep.— Thus, while 
they impart Magnificence to Architecture, and be- 
ſtow numberleſs Conveniencies on the Family; they 
conſtitute the very Baſis of Navigation, and give 
Life to our domeſtic Trade, give Being to the 
Commerce of Nations. 

Amidſt the inacceflible Receſſes of the Foreſt, an 
Habitation is affizned to thoſe ravenous Beaſts, whoſe 
Appearance would be frightful, and their Neighbour- 
hood dangerous. There, the ſternly majeſtic Lion 
rouſes Himſelf from his Den; ftalks through the 
midnight Shades; and awes the ſavage Herds with 
his Roar, There, the fiery. Tyger ſprings upon his 
Prey, and the gloomy Bear trains up her Whelps. 
There, the ſwift Leopard ranges, the grim Wolf 
prowls, and both in queſt of Murder and Blood. 
— Were theſe horrid Animals to dwell in our Fields, 
what Havock would they make? What Confterna- 
tion would they ſpread? To prevent ſuch miſchie- 
yous Conſequences, the almighty RULER faith; 
I have made the Wilderneſs their Houſe, and the bar- 
ren Land their Dwelling *. In Obedience to this 
Decree, they baniſh themſelves from the Seat of 
Society, and from the Scenes of Fertility. They 
even bury themſelves, in the deepeſt Solitudes of 
the Deſart. While the Ox, the Horſe, and the 
ſerviceable Quadrupeds, live under our Inſpection, 
and. keep within our Call: profiting Us as much 


by their Preſence, as the others oblige Us by their 


Abſence. 


B 2 If, 


* Job xxxix. 6, 
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If, at any Time, thoſe ſhaggy Monſters make 

an Excurſion into the habitable World, it is when 
Man retires to his Chamber, and ſleeps in Security. 
The Sun, which invites other Creatures abroad, 
gives them a Signal and a Command to retreat. 
The Sun ariſeth, and they get them away, and lay them 
down in their Dens*, Strange! That the orient 
Light, which is ſo pleaſing to Us, ſhould ftrike 
ſuch Terror on them! Should, more effectually 
than a Legion of Guards, put them all to flight, and 
clear the Country of thoſe formidable Enemies ! 


If We turn our Thoughts to the Atmoſphere, We 
find a moſt curious and exquiſite Apparatus of Air. 
Which, becauſe no Object of our Sight, is ſeldom 
obſerved, and little regarded ; yet is a Source of in- 
numerable Advantages. And all theſe Advantages 
are fetched (which is almoſt incredible) from the 
very Jaws of Ruin. My Meaning may be obſcure, 
therefore I explain myſelf. 

We live plunged, if I may fo ſpeak, in an Ocean 
of Air. . Whoſe. Preſſure, upon a Perſon of mode- 
rate Size, is equal to the Weight of twenty thouſand 
Pounds. Tremendous Conſideration ! Should the 
Cieling of a Room, or the Roof of a+ Houſe, fall 
upon Us with half that Force, what deſtructive Ef- 
fets muſt enſue. Such a Force would infalliably 
drive the Breath from our Lungs, or break every 
Bone in our Bodies. Yet, ſo admirably has the 
Divine Wiſdom contrived this aerial Fluid, and fo 
nicely counterpoiſed its dreadful Power, that We 
receive not the ſlighteſt Hurt; We ſuffer no man- 
ner of Inconvenience; We even enjoy the Load. 


Inſtead 


 * Pal. civ. 22. 
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Inſtead of being as a Mountain on our Loins, it is 
like Wings to our Feet, or like Sinews to our Limbs. 
AIs not this common Ordination of Providence, thus 
conſidered, ſomewhat like the Miracle of the burn- 
ing Buſh; whoſe tender and combuſtible Subſtance, 
though in the Midſt of Flames, was neither con- 
ſumed nor injured *? Is it not almoſt as marvel- 
ous, as the Prodigy of the three Hebrew Youths ? 
Who walked in the Fiery furnace, without having 
a Hair of their Heads ſinged, or ſo much as the 
Smell of Fire paſſing on their Garments 4 ? —Surely, 
We have Reaſon to ſay unto GOD; O ! how ter- 
rible, yet how beneficent, art Thou in thy Worts. 
The Air, though too weak to ſupport our Flight, 
is a Thoroughfare for innumerable Wings. Here 
the whole Commonwealth of Birds take up their 
Abode. Here they lodge and expatiate, beyond the 
Reach of their Adverſaries, Were they to run upon 
the Earth, they would be expoſed to ten thouſand 
Dangers, without proper Strength to reſiſt them, 
or ſufficient Speed to eſcape them. Whereas, by . 
mounting the Skies, and liſting themſelves up on high, 
they are ſecured from Peril, they ſcorn the Hoſe and 
his Rider t. — Some of them perching upon the 
Boughs, others ſoaring amidſt the Firmament, en- 
tertain Us with their Notes, Which are muſical 


and agreeable |, when heard at this convenient 
— L | 
Diſtance 


* Exod. iii. 2. Dan. iii. 27. t Job 
xxxix. 18. 

[| Mufical and agreeable— Of this Kind are almoſt all 
their Notes; formed to charm the Ear, and inſpire De- 
light. If indeed the Turtle is melancholy, and the Ka- 
ven ſolemn, they are only like the Baſe in a Concert; or 
as Diſcords judiciouſly intermingled, in a fine Piece of 

B 3 Muſic, 
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' Diſtance; but would be noiſy and importunate, if 


brought near to our Ears. — Here, many of thoſe 


feathered Families refide, which yield Us a deli- 


cious Treat; yet give Us no Trouble, put Us to no 
Expence, and, till the Moment We want them, 
are wholly out of our Way, 

The Air, commiffioned by its All-bountiful A U- 
THOR, charges itſelf with the Adminiſtration of 
ſeveral Offices, which are perfectly obliging, and 
no leſs ſerviceable to Mankind. Co- operating with 
our Lungs, it ventilates the Blood, and refines our 
Fluids. It qualifies and attempers the vital Warmth ; 
promotes and exalts the animal Secretions,—-Many 
Days We might live, or even whole Months, with- 
out the Light of the Sun, or the Glimmering of a 
Star. Whercas, if We are deprived, only for a 
few Minutes, of this aerial Support, We ſicken, 
We faint, We die. — The ſame univerſe] Nurſe has 
a conſiderable Share, in cheriſhing the ſeveral Tribes 
of Plants. It helps to transfuſe vegetable Vigour 
into the Trunk of the Oak, and a blooming Gaiety 
into the Spread of the Roſe. 

The Air undertakes to convey to our Noſtrils 
the extremely ſubtil EHuvia, which tranſpire from 
odoriferous Bodies, Thoſe detached Particles are fo 
imperceptibly ſmall, that they would clude the moſt 
careful Hand, or eſcape the niceſt Eye. But this 
truſty Depoſitary receives and eſcorts the inviſible Va- 
grants, without loſing ſo much as a ſingle Atom: 


Entertaining Us, by this Means, with the delight- 
ful 


Mofie, Which makes me wonder, that Horace, ſpeak- 

ing of theſe ſprightly Songſters, and their pleaſing Har- 

mony, ſhould ſay; 

Querunter ia Hi. 10 
2 
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ful Senſations, which ariſe from the Fragrance of 
Flowers; and admoniſhing Us, by the Tranſmiſ- 
ſion of offenſive Smells, to withdraw from an un- 
wholeſome Situation, or beware of any pernicious 


Food. ; 
The Air, by its undulating Motion, conducts to 


our Ear all the Diverſities of Sound, and, thereby, 
diſcharges the Duty of a moſt ſeaſonable and faith- 
ful Monitor. As I walk acroſs the Streets of Lon- 
don, with my Eye engaged on other Objects; a 
Dray, perhaps with all its Load, is driving down 
directly upon me. Or, as I ride along the Road, 
muſing and unapprehenſive, a Chariot and fix is 
whirling, on, with a rapid Career, at the Heels of 
my Horſe. The Air, like a vigilant Friend, in 
pain for my Welfare, immediately takes the Alarm : 
and, while the Danger is at a conſiderable Diſtance, 
diſpatches a Courier to advertiſe me of the approach- 
ing Miſchief, It even thunders in my Ear; and, 
with a clamorous but kind Importunity, urges me to 

be upon my Guard, and provide for my Safety. 
The Air wafts to our Senſe all the Modulations 
of Mufic, and the more agreeable Entertainments 
of refined Converſation. When Mrtilla ſtrikes the 
ſilver Strings, and teaches the willing Harpſichord 
to warble with her CREA TOR's Praiſe : when 
her ſacred Sonata warms the Heart with Devotion, 
and wings our Defires to Heaven. When Cleora 
tunes her Song, or the Nightingale imitates her 
enchanting Voice: when She heightens every me- 
lodious Note, with her adored REDEEMER's 
Name; and ſo ſmooths her charming Tones, fo 
breathes her rapturous Soul, „“ that GOD's own 
{© Ear liſtens delighted. When Wiſdom takes its 
B 4 Seat 
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Seat on Mitio's Tongue; and flows, in perſpicuous 
Periods, and inſtructive Truths, amidſt the choſen 
Circle of his Acquaintance, — When Benevolence, 
aſſociated - with Perſuaſion, dwell on MNicander's 
Lips; and plead the Cauſe of injured Innocgnce, 
or oppreſſed Virtue. — When Goodneſs, leagued 
with Happineſs, accompany} Euſebius into the Pul- 
pit; and reclaim the Libertine from the Slavery of 
his Vices; diſengage the Infidel from the Faſcina- 
tion of his Prejudices; and ſo affectionately, fo 
pathetically invite the whole Audience, to partake 
the unequaled Jays of pure Religion. —In all: theſe 
Caſes, the Air diſtributes every muſical Variation 
with the utmoſt Exaneſs ; and delivers the Speaker's 
Meſlage, with the moſt punctual Fidelity. Where- 


as, without this Internuntio, all would be ſullen 


and unmeaning Silence. We ſhould loſe both the 
Pleaſure and the Profit; neither be charmed with 
the harmonious, nor improved by the articulate 
Accents, 

The Air, when vaague and unconfined, is ſo very 
gentle; that it ſports with the moſt. inoffenſive 
Wantonneſs, amidſt Ophelia's Locks, and ſcarce 
diſadjuſts a ſingle Curl. But, when collected and 
applied by the Contrivance of Man, it acts with 
ſuch prodigious Force; as is ſufficient to whirl round 
the hugeſt Wheels, though clogged with the moſt 


incumbering Loads. It makes the ponderous Mill- 
ſtones move as ſwiftly, as the Dancer's Heel: and 


the maſſy Beams play as nimbly, as the Muſician 8 
Finger. 


If We climb, in Speculation, the higher Re- 


gions, We find an endleſs Succeſſion of Clouds, fed 


I by 
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by Evaporations from the Ocean.—The Clouds are 
themſelves a Kind of Ocean, ſuſpended in the Air 
with amazing Skill, They travel, in detached Par- 
ties, and in the Quality of itinerant Ciſterns, round 
all the terreſtrial Globe. I hey fructify, by pro- 


per Communications of Moiſture, the ſpacious Paſ- 


tures of the Wealthy; and gladden, with no leſs li- 
beral Showers, the Cottager's little Spot. Nay, ſo 
condeſcending is the Benignity of their great PR O- 
PRIE T OR, that they /at:sfy the deſolate and waſte 
Ground : and cauſe, even in the moſt uncultivated 
Wilds, the Bud of the tender Herb to ſpring forth &. 
That the Natives of the lonely Deſart, thoſe ſavage 
Herds which know no Maſter's Stall, may never- 
theleſs experience the Care,” and rejoice in the 
Bounty, of an All-ſupporting PARENT. 

How wonderful! That the Water, which is much 
denſer and far heavier than the Air, ſhou'd riſe into 
it; make its Way through it; and take a Station 
in the very uppermoſt Regions of it! This, One 
would imagine, were almoſt as impdffible, as for 
the Rivers to run back to their Source. Yet Pro- 
vidence has contrived a Way, to render it not 
only practicable, but Matter of continual Occur- 
rence. 

How wonderful ; That pendant Lakes ſhould be 
diffuſed, or liquid Mountains heaped over our Heads 
and both ſuſtained ia the thinneſt Parts of the At- 
moſphere! We little think of that ſurpriſing Expe- 
dient, which, without Conduits of Stone, or Veſſels 
of Braſs, keeps ſuch Loads of Water in a buoyant 


State. Job and Elibu conſidered this, and were 


ſtruck with holy Admiration. Doft thou know the 
Balancings 


* Job xxxviii. 27. 
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Balancings of the Clouds? How ſuch ponderous Bo- 
dies are made to hang with an even Poiſe, and ho- 
ver like the lighteſt Down ? Theſe are the wondroys 
Works of HIM, who is perfect in Knowledoe *. He 
bindeth up the Waters in his thick Clouds; and the Cloud, 
though nothing is more looſe and fluctuating, be- 
comes, by his Almighty Order, ſtrong and tena- 
cious as Caſks of iron; it 7s not rent + under all the 
Weight. 

When the Sluices are opened, and the Waters 
deſcend, We might reaſonably ſuſpect; that they 
would ruſn down in Cataracts, more rapid and 
impetuous, than the Mountain Torrent. Thus 
would they be dreadfully pernicious. They would 
deſtroy every Thing, where they happened to fall; 
and leave other Parts of the Ground, deſtitute of 
neceſſary Moiſture. —Whereas, now, inſtead of ſuch 
a diforderly and precipitate Effuſion, they coaleſce 
into Globules, and are diſpenſed in gentle Showers. 
They are often attenuated into the Smallneſs of a 
Hair ; they ſpread themſelves, as if they were 
ftrained through the Orifices of the fineſt Watering- 
pot ; and form thoſe ſmall Drops of. Rain, which the 
Clouds diſtil upon Man abundantly l. Thus, inſtead 
of drowning the Earth, and ſweeping away its 
Fruits, they cheriſh univerſal Nature; and, in 
Conformity to the Practice of their great 1 


TER, diſtribute their humid Stores to Men, t 
ou 


Job xxxvii. 16. + Job xxvi. 8. 


t The Hebrew Words, which convey the Idea of 
gentle Rain, ſignify a Portion of Water, made ſmall as a 
Hair, or divided 1 into Millions of Parts, anam Ernyry 


Deut. xxxii. 2. 
: [| Job xxxvi. 28. 
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Animals, and Vegetables, as they are able to bear 
them *. 

Beſides the Reſervoirs of Water, here are can- 
toned various Parties of indes, mild or fierce, gen- 
tle or boiſterous. Furniſhed with breezy Wings, 
to fan the glowing Firmament, and diffuſe Refreſh- 
ment on a fainting World: or elſe, fitted to at'as 


an univerſal Beſom ; and, by ſweeping the Cham- 


bers of the Atmoſphere, to preſerve the fine aerial 
Fluid free from Feculencies. Without this whole- 
ſome Agency of the Winds, the Air would ſtag- 
nate; would ſoon become putrid; and ſurround 
Us, in the literal Senſe of the Words, with Dark- 
neſs that might be felt f. London, Paris, and all the 
great Cities in the World, inſtead of being the 
Seats of Elegance, would degenerate into Sinks of 
Corruption. 

Let the Inhabitants of Jamaica or Japan, let the 
Natives of Guinea or Peru, expreſs the Value of 
this elementary Gift. How could they ſubſiſt, in 
thoſe torrid Regions, without this beſt of Viſitants, 
the cool diurnal Breeze? Alas! how would their 
Blood boil; how would their Spirits fail ; and their 
Strength be dried up like a Potfherd! Without this 
ſalutary Breeze, the Air would be liquid Fire; 
their Houſes the Reſidence of Fevers ; and their 
Clime, as it were, the Ante- chamber to Hell. 
But the freſh and ſprightly Gales conſtantly riſe 
with the riſing Sun; and ply the Fan, without 


Intermiſſion, around both Men and Beaſts. This 


qualifies and tempers the otherwiſe intolerable Heat ; 
this ſheds Comfort, and ſupports Health ; this is, 


amidſt their burning Abodes, the very Balm of 


Life. 
* Mark iv. 33. + Exod. x. 21. 
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Life.—Not all the aromatic Odours, nor all the 


ambroſial Sweets of thoſe fruitful Iſlands, are half fo 
agreeable to the Taſte or the Smell, as theſe Gales 
are recreating and grateful to the Lungs. And 
what—Ah! what were all the Ivory and the Gold 


of thoſe wealthy Continents? How dim their Luſ- 


tre! How inſignificant their Traffic! If ſeparated 
from this. incomparably better Commetce with the 


ever-undulating Sky !—Yet there is one Species of 


Commerce, one Kind of ſacred Intercourſe, pre- 
ferable, infinitely preferable even to thoſe ſweet, ſo- 
vereign, elementary Refreſhments. The Church 
ſeems to pant and gaſp after it, as a thirſty Land. 
Her Wants I feel, and her Wiſhes I adopt. Awake, 
O North-wind, and come thou South-wind; come, 
thou all-reviving, all-enlivening SPIRIT, and 
blow upon my Garaen, or rather upon the poor, 
parched, barren Deſart of my Soul ; tha? the Spices, 
or ſome Savour of Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, 
may flow out. 

At Sea, the Winds ſwell the Mariner” s Sails, and 
ſpeed his Courſe along the watery Way: ſpeed it far 
more effectually, than a thouſand Rowers, bending 
to their Strokes, and tugging at the Oar.— By Land, 
they perform the Office of an immenſe Seed-man, 
and ſcatter abroad the reproductive Principles of a 
Multitude of Plants; which, though the Staff of 
Life to many Animals, are too ſmall for the Ma- 
nagement, or too mean for the Attention of Man. 
GOD bringeth the Winds out of his Treaſuries *, is 
a very juſt and edifying Obſervation. Whether 
We conſider it, as a Deſcription of his abſolute 
and uncontroulable Dominion over this potent 

Meteor ; 


, » Pfal, cxxxv. 7, 
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Meteor; He bringeth; He maketh it to come; like 
ſome tame ſequacious Animal, which hearkens to 
a Word, or obeys the Nod. Or whether We con- 
template the welcome and kindly Influence of the 
Meteor itſelf, on all the Face of Nature; He 
bringeth it, not from the, Armoury, where the 
Weapons ef Vengeance are depoſited; but from 
his Treaſuries, whence proceed the convenient, the 
beneficial, and the defirable. 

Here are Lightnings ſtationed. Though dormant 
at preſent, they are in act to ſpring, and launch the 
livid Flame: whenever their piercing Flaſh is ne- 
ceſſary. Neceſſary to deſtroy the ſulphureous and 
peſtilential Vapours ; or to diſlodge thoſe floating 
Dregs, which might corrupt the Purity of the . 
ther, and obſcure its more than cryſtalline Tranſ- 
parency.— This fierceſt of Fires (ſee the ſtupendous 
Operations of JEHOVAH!) is engendered by 
the coldeſt of Elements. That blazing Bolt, 
which cleaves the Foreſt Oaks with a Stroke; that 
penetrating Flame, which melts the Bars of Steel 


with a Touch; are the Offspring of Water, and 


iſſue from the Womb of a Cloud. HE maketh 


Lightnings *, faith the inſpired Philoſopher, not as 


an Eflux from the Sun; but (amazing Aſſocia- 


tion!) as an Appendage or Concomitant for the 
Rain, 


In the magnificent Arch of the Sky, is ſituate a 


radiant Orb, which enlightens the Tracts, chears 


the Inhabitants, and colours all the Productions, 
of this habitable Globe. The Air, by a urn, 
Addreſs in managing the Rays, amplifies their Uſe- 


| fulneſs ; » 
* Pal, exxxv. 7. 


-7 


fulneſs: its reflefting Power * augments that Heat, 
which is the Life of Nature; its refra&ing Power 
prolongs that Splendor, which is the Beauty of the 
Creation.— Theſe Emanations of Light, though 
formed of inactive Matter, yet (aſtoniſhing Appa- 
ratus of eternal Wiſdom!) are refined almoſt to 
the Subtilty of Spirit, and are ſcarce inferior even 
to Thought in Speed. By which Means, they ſpread 
themſelves, with a Kind of inſtantaneous Swiftneſs, 
through the Circumference of a whole Hemiſphere; 
and though they fill, wherever they pervade, yet 
they ſtraighten no Place, embarraſs no One, incum- 
ber Nothing. | 
Theſe give the Diamond its Brilliancy, and the 
Velvet its Gloſs: to theſe the chearful Eye is obliged 
for its lively Sparkle, and the modeſt Cheek for its 
roſy Bluſh, Theſe, attending the judicious Touches 


of the Pencil, bid the Drapery flow, and the em- 
| bodied 


30 THERON TO ASPASIO. LET, 6, 


* The Air is a curious Cover, which, without oppreſ- 
five the Inhabitants of the Earth with any percejvable 
Weight, "confines, reflects, and thereby increaſes the 
vivifying Heat of the Sun. The Air increaſes this kindly 
Heat, much in the fame Manner as our Garments b 
Day, or Bed-clothes'by Night, -give additional Warmt 
to our Bodies. — Whereas, when the aerial Veſtment grows 
thin, or, to ſpeak more philoſophically, when-the Air 
comes leſs in Quantity, and more attenuated in Quality, 
the ſolar Warmth is very ſenſibly diminiſhed. Travelers 
on the lofty Mountains of America, ſometimes experience, 
to their terrible Coſt, the Truth pf this Obſervation, 
Though the Clime, at the Foot of thoſe prodigious Hills, 
is even hot and ſultry ; yet on their Summits, the Cold 
rages with ſuch exceſſive Severity, that it is no unuſual 
' Calamity, for the Horſe and his Rider to be frozen. to 

death. We have therefore great Reaſon to bleſs the Su- 
preme DISPOSER of Things, for placing Us in the 
commedious Concavity, or rather under the cheri/bing Wings 


of an Atmoſphere. 


O . 06 
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bodied Figure riſe ; bid the Countenance wear the 
ealm Serenity of Thought; or be agitated with the 
wild Tranſports of Paſſion. — Without this Cireum- 
ſtance of Colour, we ſhould want all the Entertain- 
ments of Viſion, and be at a Loſs to diſtinguiſh one 
Thing from another. We ſhould heſitate to pro- 
nounee, and muſt take a little Journey to determine, 
whether yonder Incloſure contains a Piece of Paf- 
turage, or a Plot of arable Land. We ſhould 
queſtion, and could not very expeditiouſly reſolve, 
whether the next Perſon We meet, be a Soldier in 
his Regimentals, or a Swain in his Holiday-Suit ? 
A Bride in her Ornaments, or a Widow in her 
Weeds. But Colour, like a particular Livery, cha- 
racterizes the Claſs, to which every Individual be- 
longs. It is the Label, which indicates, upon the 
firſt Inſpection, its reſpective Quality. It is the 
Ticket, which guides our Choice, and directs our 
Hand *, . 

The 


* This I believe, ſuggeſts the true Senſe of thoſe noble 
Similitudes, uſed by the divine Speaker. 7! it turned as 
Clay to the Seal, and they land as a Garment : It, the Earth 
and all its Productions receive, from the riſiug Sun, both 
Colour and Beauty. Juſt as the ſoft Clay, and the melt- 
ing Wax, receive an elegant Impreſhon from the Seal.— 
They (the Morning and the Day-ſpring, mentioned in a 
preceding Verſe) fand as a Garment ; they act the Part 
of a magnificent and univerſal Clothing; give all viſible 
Objects, their comely Aſpect, and graceful Diſtinctions. 


Fob xxxvill. 14. 


What Images are here! How bold, and how fine? 
The Sea had been deſcribed as an /xf/ant before the A L- 
MIGHTY. Like an Infant, changeable, froward, 
and impetuous, with thick Darkneſs for its Swaddling- 
band. The Light is repreſented as an Handmaid, at- 
tending to dre/s the Creation; and executing the CR E= 
A'TOR's Orders, with a Punctoality that never fails, 


with a Speed that cannot be equaled, 


* 
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The Sun, I ſaid, was ſituate. But it is rather 
itinerant, than reſident. It paſſes through the Fir- 
mament; and having ſupplied Us with Light for 
ſeveral Hours, carries Day into the other Hemi- 
ſphere.—What then ſhall We do, when the Foun- 
tain of Light is ſealed, or its Commmunications are 
with-held ? — A Supply is provided. The Stars ap- 
pear, like thouſands of flaming Torches, Chiefly 
the Moon, at certain Seaſons, ſucceeds to the Of- 
fice of furniſhing Us with the welcome Bleſſing.— 
But the Moon is a dark Body. How then can it 


impart, what it does not poſſeſs ? Providence, in- 


finitely rich in Contrivances, has found out a Me- 
thod. Than which nothing can be more ſimple, 
yet nothing more effectual. The Moon, being at 
a proper Diſtance, receives and reflects the Rays 
of the Sun. Which are fo ſtrong in themſelves, 
that they reach, even in their reverberated Direc- 
tion, as far as our Globe. Yet are rendered, by 
this Reflection, ſoft and gentle. Inſomuch, that 


they afford Us a moſt commodious and chearing II- 


lumination ; ſuch as qualifies the horrors of Dark- 
neſs, without any Diminution of its compoſing Na- 
ture, and ſoporiferous_ Influence. — Thus the Sun 
lightens Us, by the intervention of the Moon, when 
He is departed many Degrees beyond our Sight. 


We have curſorily ſurveyed the upper Rooms of 
our great Habitation, and taken a turn along the 
Ground. floor; if We deſcend into the ſubterraneous 
Lodgments, the Cellars of the ſtately Structure, 
We ſhall there alſo find the moſt exquiſite Contri- 
vance, acting in Concert with the moſt profuſe 


Goodneſs, —Here are various Minerals, of ſovereign 
e Efficacy 
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Efficacy in Medicine: which rectify the vitiatcd 
Blood, and quicken the languid Spirits; which 
often rekindle the fading Bloom in the Virgip's 
Complexion, and reinvigorate the enfeebleg Am 
of Manhood. Here are Beds fraught with Metals 
of the richeſt Value, From hence come the golden 
Treaſures, from hence the filver Stores, which are 
the very Life of Traffic ; and circulate through the 
Body politic, as the vital Fluid through the ani- 
mal Frame, Which in the refining Hand of Cha- 
rity, are Feet to the Lame, and Eyes to the Blind, 


and make the Widow's Heart ſing for Joy. 


Here are Mines, which yield a Metab of meaner 
Aſpect, but of a firmer Coheſion, and of ſuperior 
Uſefulneſs “. A Metal, that conſtitutes almoſt all 
the Implements, with which Art and Induſtry exe- 
cute their various Deſigns. Without the Aſſiſtance 
of Tron, Buſineſs would be reduced to the loweſt 
Ebb; Commerce would feel her Wings clipped ; 


and every Species of mechanic Skill, either utterly 


fail, or be miſerably baffled. Without the Aſſiſt- 
ance of Iron, it would be almoſt impoſſible to rear 
the ſteady Maſt, to diſplay the daring Canvas, or 
drop the faithful Anchor. Deſtitute of this ever- 


needful Commodity, we ſhould have no Plow to 


furrow the Soil, no Shuttle to traverſe the Loom, 
ſcarce any Ornament for polite, or any Utenſil for 
ordinary Life. 


Here is an inexhauſted Fund of combuſtible Ma- 


terials +, which ſupply the whole Nation with Fuel. 


Theſe 


Ferrum, licet Metallorum pretia ultimum, Neceſſitate ta- 
men primum. PLIN. 

+ As for the Earth, ſays Fob, out of it cometh Bread. 
Corn, Vegetables, and whatever is good for Food, ſpring 

Vor, III. | & © from 


} 
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Theſe preſent their Miniſtrations in the Kitchen; 
and yielding themſelves as Aliment to the Flame, 
render our Food both palatable and healthy.— Theſe 
offer their Service at the Forge; and, with their 
piercing Heat, mollify the moſt ſtubborn Bars, till 
they become pliant to the Stroke of the Hammer. — 
The Coals pour themſelves /likewiſe into the Glaſs... 
houſes. They rage, amidſt ' thoſe aſtoniſhing Fur- 
naces, with irrefiſtible but uſeful Fierceneſs. They 
liquify even the obdurate Flint, and make the moſt 
rigid Subſtances far more ductile, than the ſofteſt 
Clay, or the melting Wax: make them obſequious 
not only to the lighteſt Touch, but to the Impreſ- 
ſions of our very Breath. 

By this Means, we are furniſhed, and from the 
coarſeſt Ingredients, with one of the moſt curious 
and valuable Manufactures in the World. A Ma- 
nufacture, which tranſmits the Light and Warmth 
of the Sun into our Houſes; yet excludes the An- 
14 noyance of the Rains, and the Violence of the Winds. 
gh | Which gives new Eyes to decrepit Age, and vaſtly 
[ U l more enlarged Views to Philoſophy and Science. 

U | Which leads up the Aſtronomer's Diſcernment, 
i - even to the Satellites of Saturn; and carries down 
| the Naturaliſt's Obſervation, as far as the Animal- 
cule Race: bringing near what is immenſely remote, 
and making viſible what, to our unaſſiſted Sight, 
ti, would be abſolutely imperceptible. 
my We have alſo, when both Sun and Moon with- 
1 draw their Shining, an Expedient to. ſupply their 
W | | Place, 


— — 
* — — — - 
— 


i from its Surface. While under it, is turned up as it were 
1 1 Fire : its lower Parts unn its deeper Strata, yield com- 
11 buſtible Materials; which are eaſily inkindled into Fire, 
mn and adminiſter the moſt ſubſtantial Fuel for the Flame. 
11 Fob xxviii. 5. | | 
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Place, We can create an artificial Day in our 
Rooms, and prolong our Studies, or purſue our 
Buſineſs, under its chearing Influence, With 
beaming Tapers and ruddy Fires, We chaſe the 
Darkneſs, and mitigate * the Cold; We cheriſh 
Converſation, and cultivate the focial Spirit. We 
render thoſe very. Intervals of Time, ſome of the 
moſt delightful Portions of our Life, which other- 
wiſe would be a joyleſs and unimproving Void. 

Theſe obſcure Caverns are the Birth-place of the 


moſt ſparkling Gems; of Onyx-/tones ; of gliftering 
* Stones, 


»I can hardly forbear tranſcribing the grateful and 

tous Remark, which Socrates makes on this Occafion. 
Hemonſtratih , from the advantageous and benign Con- 
ſtitution of Things, G OD's en Care for Man- 
kind, He aſks; To r xa To Tug Wop Ht NW, ETIXEpOY ev 
Ju xu, ih Is (dus, (prigſor qi macs waourTrix, xe maya 
07% W4tAeza5 j, arb 8 Ng yag(viikorerey, 
voy eZ10A0ſov tu ve; a v. ros Teo; Boy X210%pwy xalacoxy- 
g. To 8 his Pupil very intelligently replies, 
Tr N rulo Oinarbewrie. Vid. Socrat. Memor. Lib. IV. 
AWork, which may be ranked amongſt the fne/ Remains 
of Antiquity. Equal, it is acknowledged, to any of the 
antient Compoſitions in Purity of Style, and Dignity of 


Sentiment. Superior, I think, to them all, for the artful, . 


delicate, and happy Manner of conveying Inſtruction. 
IJwiſh, the Author of the preceding Dialogues had been 
better acquainted with the Socratic Method ; and I could 
wiſh, that young Students for the Miniſtry would adopt 
the Skill of this heat hen Philoſopher. Perhaps, no Qua- 
lification of human Growth, would more effectually con- 
tribute to render them, what St. Paul ſtyles $3z:xv5,—lt 


ſeems to be the moſt in/inuating and ſucceſsful Way both + 


to convince and inſtruct. Nay, it convinces the Oppo- 
nent out of his own Mouth, and makes the Pupil inftrut 
himſelf. It is what the TEACHER ſent from GOD 
practiſed, in thoſe incomparable Sketches of faithful Ad- 
monition and maſterly Addreſs, The Parable of the tvs 
Debtors, and of the good Samaritan. Luke vii. 41. Luke 
x. zo. 
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Stones, and all Manner of precious Stones. Which, 
when nicely poliſhed, advantageouſly ſet, and pro- 
digal of their Luſtre, ſtand Candidates for a Place 
on the royal Crown, or a Seat on the virtuous Fair 
One's Breaſt. I will not, with our Men of Gal- 
lantry ſay, they emulate the living. Brilliancy of her 
Eyes; rather they ſerve as a Foil, to ſet off the 
Beauties of her accompliſhed Mind, and amiable 
Converſation. Whoſe Price, according to the un- 
erring Eſtimate of Inſpiration, is ſuperior to Sap- 
phires, is far above Rubies *,—If theſe ſhining Ra- 
rities, extracted from the Cabinets of the Earth, 
are an Ornament to Some, are they not an Incite- 
ment to All? All who have read thoſe animating 
and glorious Words; They ſhall be mine, ſaith the 
LORD, in the Day when I make ap my Fewels +. 
Here are Quarries, ſtocked with Stonés, inferior 
in Beauty to the Jeweler's Ware, but much more 
eminently beneficial, Which, when properly 
ranged, and cemented with a tenacious Mortar, 
form the convenient Abodes of Peace, and build the 
ſtrongeſt Fortifications of War : defending Us from 
the Inclemencies of the Weather, and the more for- 
midable Aſſaults of our Enemies. Theſe conſtitute 
the Arches of the Bridge, which convey the Tra- 
veler, with perfect Security, over the deep and ra- 
pid Stream z enabling both Man and Horſe to paſs, 


with eaſy Intercourſe, from one Bank of the broadeſt 


River to another. Theſe give Us the rocky Girdles 
of our Quays, and ftrengthen the Arms, the ſtu- 
pendous Arms of the Mole: which ſtretch them- 
ſelves far into the Ocean; curb the Impetuoſity 
of the Surge ; and {kreen the helpleſs Bark, while 
tempeſtuous 


- 


* Prov. xxxi. 30. + Mal. iii. 17. 
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tempeſtuous Waves, like a Savage diſappointed of 
its Prey, foam, and roar, and rage around, . 
Theſe ſtony Treaſures are comparatively ſoft, 
while they continue in the Bowels of the Earth; 
but acquire an increaling Hardneſs, when expoſed 
to the open Air, Was this remarkable Peculiarity 
reverſed, what Difficulties would attend the La- 
bours of the Maſon? His Materials could not be 
extracted from their Bed, nor faſhioned for his Pur- 
poſe, without infinite Toil. Suppoſe his Work 
completed, it could not long withſtand the Fury 
of the Elements; but inſenſibly mouldering, or in- 
ceſſantly decaying, would elude the Expectations 


of the Owner; perhaps, might prove an immature 


Grave, inſtead of a durable Dwelling. . 
Here are vaſt Layers of Clay, Which however 
contemptible in its Appearance, is abundantly more 
advantageous, than the Rocks of Diamond, or the 
Veins of Gold. This is moulded, with great Ex- 
pedition and Eaſe, into Veſſels of any Shape, and 
of almoſt every Size. Some, ſo delicately fine, 
that they compoſe the moſt elegant and ornamental 
Furniture, for the Tea-table of a Princeſs. Others, 
ſo remarkably cheap, that they are ranged on the 
Shelves, and miniſter at the Meals, of the Peaſant. 
All ſo perfectly neat, that no Liquid takes the leaſt 
Taint, nor the niceſt Palate any Diſguſt, from their 
cleanly Services. The CREATOR, who never 
forgets and never neglects even the meaneſt of the 
People, has diſtributed” this moſt neceſſary Kind of 
Earth in the greateſt Abundance, It is found in 


every Country, almoſt in every Field. It lies near 


the Surface, and is obtained with little Labour, 
C 3 and 
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and with very little Expence. Thus hat Thou, O 
GOD, of thy Goodneſs, prepared for the Poor. 

A Multiplicity of other Stores, are locked up 
by Providence, in thoſe ample Vaults. The Key of 
all is committed to the Management of Induſiry; 
with free Permiſſion to produce each particular Spe- 
cies, as Neceſſity ſhall demand, or Prudence direct, 

Which ſhall'we moſt admire, the bountiful Heart, 
the liberal Hand, or the All-diſcerning Eye of our 
Great CREATOR? How obſervable, how ad- 
mirable is the Precaution, in removing theſe uſeful 
but cumbrous Wares, from the Superficies; and 


| flowing them, in proper Repoſitories or Lumber- 


rooms, beneath our Feet Were they ſcattered 
over the Surface, the Ground would be choaked, 
and embarraſſed with the enormous Heaps. Our 
Roads would be blocked up, and ſcarce any Por- 
tion left free for the Operations of Huſbandry.— 
Were they buried extremely deep, or ſunk to the 
Center of the Globe, it would coſt Us immenſe 
Pains to procure them; or rather, they would be 
quite inacceſſible —Were they uniformly ſpread into 
a Pavement for Nature; the Trees could not ftrike 
their Roots, nor the Herbs ſhoot their Blades, but 
univerſal Sterility muſt enſue.—-Whereas, by their 
preſent Diſpoſition, they furniſh Us with a Maga- 
Zine of metallic, without cauſing any Diminution 
of our vegetable Treaſures. * Foflils of every ſplen- 
did and ſerviceable Kind enrich the Bowels, while 


Bloom and Verdute'embelliſh the Face of the Earth, 


So judicious: is the Arrangement of this grand 
Edifice ! So beneficent the Deſtination of its whole 
: | Furni- 
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Furniture *! In which, all is regulated with con- 
ſummate Skill, and touched into the higheſt Per- 
fection. All moſt exactly adapted to the various 
Intentions of Providence, and the manifold Exi- 


gencies of Mankind. Supplying every Want, We 


can feel; and gratifying every iſh, We can form, 
Inſomuch, that the whole Syſtem affords a fa- 
vourite Topic of Praiſe, even to thoſe diſtinguiſhed 
Beings, who fand on the Sea of Glaſs, and have the 
Harps of GOD in their Hands. They lift their 
Voice and ſing, Great and marvelous are thy Works, 


O LORD GOD Almighty + / — And is there not 
Reaſon, my Aſpaſio would ſay, infinite Reaſon, for 
Us to join this triumphant Choir? Adding Grati- 
tude to our Wonder, and Love to our Hallelujahs? 
Since all theſe Things are to Us, not merely Objects 
of Contemplation, but Sources of Accommodation: 
not only a majeſtic Spectacle, bright with the Diſ- 
play of our CREATOR's Wiſdom, but an in- 
eſtimable Gift, rich with the Emanations of his 
Goodneſs. The Earth hath He /et before the In- 
habitants of Glory, but the Earth hath he given to 

C 4 the 


* No Notice is taken of the Ocean, in this little Renz- 
roll of Nature's Wealth; becauſe a diſtin Sketch is 
iven of that grand Receptacle and its principal Services, 

in Letter IX. 
+ Rev. xv. 3. Great and marvelous are thy Works, O 


LORD GOD Almighty ! Fuft and true are thy Ways, 
Thou KING of Saints . The firſt Part ſeems to mean, 


what the inſpired Writer calls The Song of Mo/es. The 


ſecond contains, what he ſtyles, The Song of the LAMB. 
The firſt, I ſhould imagine, relates to the ſtupendous 
Works of Creation. The ſecond alludes to the tar more 
wonderful Scheme of Redemption. The former, de- 
ſeribing the Syſtem of Nature, is recorded by Mo/es ; the 
latter, comprehending the Salvation of the Saints, js 
accompliſhed by CHRIST. 
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the Children of Men — Having given Us Ourſelves; 
given Us a World; has He not a Right, a moſt 
unqueſtionable Right, to make that tender De- 

1 mand? My Son, give me thy Heart +. 2 
Wt Shall I add another Paſſage? Which, viewed 
11 with any but the laſt Paragraph, will be like the 

Head of Gold, eminent and conſpicuous on Feet 
Iron and Clay. It is taken from the fineſt philoſo- 
phical Oration, that ever was made. I never read 
it, but with a Glow of Delight, and with Impreſ- 
ſions of Awe. It is, in ſhort, inimitably ſpirited 
and ſublime. — You think, perhaps, I act an im- 
politic Part, in being ſo laviſh of my Praiſe; and 
1 that the Quotation muſt ſuffer, by ſuch an aggran- 
ll | aizing Introduction. But I am under no Appre- 
henſions of this Kind. Forbear to be delighted, if 
You can; ceaſe to admire, if You can; when You 
hear OMNISCIENCE itſelf declaring, That, 
on Sight of this univerſal Fabric, emerging out of 
Nothing, THE MoRNING STARS SANG TO- 
GETHER, AND ALL THE SoNS Or GOD 
SHOUTED FoR Joy {.— The Syſtem was ſo 
graceful, ſo magnificent, and, in all Reſpects, fo 
exquiſitely finiſhed; that the moſt accompliſhed 
Intelligences were charmed, were tranſported, 
They knew not how to expreſs themſelves on the 
great Occaſion, but in Shouts of Exultation, and 
Songs of Praiſe, Is it poſſible for Imagination to 
conceive an Encomium, fo juſt, ſo high, ſo beau- 
tifully noble! —I am ſure, after ſo much Delicacy, 
and Majeſty of Sentiment, any thing of mine muſt 
: be 
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be intolerably flat; unleſs You will except this one 


' Profeſſion, that I am, with the moſt cordial Sin- 


it 
cerity, My dear Aſpaſio, 


Inviolably Yours, 


THERON, 


% 


| ——— —— ROE — — - 
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ET 


ASPASIO TO THERON. 


My dear T HERON, 


F You write with ſuch a View, and from ſuch a 
Motive, as are mentioned in your laſt, expect no 
more free-will Offerings from my Pen. In this 
one Inſtance, I ſhall think it my Duty to be co- 
vetous, I ſhall act the Miſer out of Principle; 
and hardly perſuade myſelf to. part with a ſingle 
Line, till it is become an undeniable Debt. I muſt 
turn your own Artifice on Yourſelf; and lay You 
under a Neceflity of obliging, entertaining, and 
edifying me by your Correſpondence. 

For, give me Leave to aſſure You, that I am al- 


ways delighted, and always improved by your Epiſ- 


ties. They ſhew me a Multitude of Beauties in 
the Creation, which I ſhould not otherwiſe have 


| diſcerned. They point out the infinite Power, the 


unſearchable Wiſdom, and the charmingly rich 
Goodneſs of the glorious MAKER. Such a 


2 Philoſophy 


_— l _ r 
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Philoſophy turns all Nature into a School of In- 


ſtruction, and is no contemptible Handmaid to true 


Religion. It makes every Object a Step, better 
than a golden Step, to raiſe both our Knowledge 
and our Affections to the adorable and immortal 
CAUSE of all. Engaged in ſuch Speculations, 
We ery out with the Pſalmiſt; O LORD our 
Governor, how excellent is thy Name in all the Earth * / 

Thers is but one Circumſtance wanting, to com- 
plete the Pleaſure, which I receive from your Ob- 
ſervations. — The Sun, You took Notice, is the 
grand Ornament of this magnificent Syſtem, That 
which gives Colour and Form, the comely Aſpect 
and graceful Diſtinction, to all material Objets.— 
This the bodily Eye perceives and acknowledges, 
But to the intellectual and believing Eye, the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs is a much grander, and no leſs ne- 
ceſſary Ornament. This adorns the Univerſe, and 
communicates a Glory to every Object; as it ma- 
nifeſts, in the cleareſt brighteſt Manner, all the 
Perfections of the GODHEAD. But, to this 
lower World, it gives a very peculiar Luſtre, —A 
poor Peaſant reckons it the higheſt Honour to his 
Cottage, that it has once lodged a Prince, or accom- 
modated a Monarch. With infinitely greater Rea- 


ſon may theſe elementary Abodes glory, that they 


have accommodated, not for a ſingle Night, but 
for many Years, the LORD of Heaven. That 
the KING of Kings, was their Tenant even from 
his Birth in the Stable, to his Death on the Croſs. 
Yes, Theron; it is the greateſt Glory of this Air, 
that it furniſhed IMMANUEL with Breath, 
Yonder Sun may boaſt, that it ſhone upon his 
Foot- 


* Pſal. viii. 9. 
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Foot-ſteps. That Ground, cumbrous as it is, 
might even leap for Joy, that it bore ſo divine a 
Gueſt, And all the Elements may clap their 
Hands, that they had the Priyilege of adminiſtering 
to his Nouriſhment.— As to Us Men, it is our moſt 
honourable Diſtinction, and ſhould be our continual 
Triumph, that HE lived and died amongſt Us; 
yea lived and died for Us. That, having united 
our Nature to Himſelf, He has carried it into the 
Heaven of Heavens, Where it ſhines, with tranſ- 
cendent Majeſty and Beauty, as the eternal Orna- 
ment of the Creation of G OD.—Methinks, there- 
fore, this noble and delightful Conſideration, ſhould _ 
intermingle itſelf with all our Contemplations, on 
the Works of Nature. Juſt as the Beams of the 
Sun intermingle their Light, with all the Regions 
of the Firmament; and diffuſe their Heat over all 
the Face of the Earth, 

While I am roving heedleſly along, your Re- 
marks often interpoſe, like ſome intelligent faithful 
Monitor, who claps his Hand upon my Breaſt, and 
ſays ; Stand flill, and conſider the wondrous Works of 
GOD*.—Willingly I obey the Admonition. The 
Chriſtian may, with peculiar Complacency, conſider 
this grand Theatre of Wonders, this copious Maga- 
zine of Bleſſings. Becauſe conſcious of an In- 
tereſt in FE SUS, He has a right to call them all 
his own +. He may look round upon preſent Things ; 
He may look forward unto future Things ; and, 
truſting in his SAVIOUR's Merit, may confi- 
dently ſay—* Not one only, but both theſe Worlds 


(e gre 
* Job xxxvii. 14. 


p gage i 2. All Things are yours ; becauſe Ye are 


mai neth, 
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[ « are mine. By Virtue of my REDEEMER's g 
Mt. <« Righteouſneſs, I have a Covenant-right to the : 
i i ec neceflary Accommodations of this Life; and, : 
ih © on the ſame unſhaken Footing, I ſtand intitled R 
1 & to the inconceivable Felicity of a better,” f 
ſ | Surely then it muſt be as pleaſing an Employ, to * 
1 examine the Validity of our Title to future Things, R 
14 as to eſtimate the Value of our preſent Poſſeſſions. = 8 
14 Ju have executed the one, Let me attempt the : f 
4 other.— An attempt, never unſeaſonable, now par- 4 4 
14 ticularly proper. Since it is expreſly required by 3 ( 
14 your Pen, and ſuggeſted by. the very Subject f t 
14 your Epiſtle. Eſpecially, as I look upon the ju/ti- VN n 
1 Hing Righteouſneſs, to be no leſs the peculiar Work- 'N 
14 manſhip and Gift of GOD, than the Scenes of bolt 1 
8 Creation and the Productions of Nature. And as 1 * 0 
| I. would fain have every Thing that is beautiful, J b 
| every Thing that is magnificent in this viſible Syſ- hi 
14 tem, ſerve as a Foil to our RED EEMERCs bl 
| 1 bee” Glory; to the Glory of his Perſon, and the Im- di 
il! portance of that Service, which He has n m 
ut for Sinners. be 
| x You have ſurveyed material Nature.—It appears A 
6 to be a fair and ſtately Manſion. For the Purpoſes, th 
. | which it is intended to anſwer, completely furniſhed, P. 
4 and completely finiſhed. Is not our SAVIOUR's in 
[| Obedience, the Proyiſion made for indigent and guilty _ ap 
Souls, equally rich and equally perfect? — Since, ap 
| this is everlaſting and immutable ; ſince the other Pe 
| is tranſient and periſhable ; doubtleſs We may ar- CO 
1 gue with the judicious Apoſtle: I that which is to . 
Þ | be done away, which will ſoon be. conſigned over to 
| | Diſſolution, is glorious; much more that which re- * - 
l | 
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maineth, whoſe bleſſed Effects continue to eternal 
Ages, is glorious *, 

We are, every One, as an unclean Thing F Our 
very Nature is contaminated. Even Sanctification, 
though it deſtroys the reigning, does not wholly ſu- 
perſede the polluting Power of Iniquity. So that 
whatever Graces We exerciſe, whatever Duties We 
perform (like Rays of Light tranſmitted through 
coloured Glaſs, or like generous Wine ſtreaming 
from a defiled Caſk) they receive ſome improper 
Tinge, or contract ſome debaling Taint, But 
CHRIST wasaentirely free from this innate Con- 
tagion, He had no corrupt Bias upon his Will, 
nor any irregular Tendency in his Affections. 

Being thus free from original Corruption, He did 
no Sin, neither was Guile found in his Mouth t. Not 
one vain Imagination paſled through his Mind, nor 
breathed the ſlighteſt Stain upon his Thoughts, All 
his Words were irreproachable, and every Action 
blameleſs.—The moſt accompliſhed among the Chil- 
dren of Men, when ſurpriſed in ſome unguarded Mo- 
ment, or affaulted on- ſome weak Side, have been 
betrayed into Error, or -hurcied into Sin. Even 
Miſes ſpake unadviſedly with his Lips; and Aaron, 
the Saint of the LORD, warped to idolatrous 
Practices. They were like ſome ſtagnating Lale; 
in which, the Dregs being ſubſided, the Waters 
appear clean; but when ſtirred by Temptation, or 
agitated by Affliction, the Sediment riſes, and the 
Pool is diſcoloured. Whereas, CHR I ST may be 


compared to a Fountain, that is all Tranſparency, 


and pure to the very Bottom: which, however 
ſhaken, 


* 2 Cor. ili. 11. + Ifai, Ixiv. 6. t 1 Pet. ii. 22. 
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ſhaken, however diſturbed, is nothing but fluid 


Cryſtal; permanently and unalterably clear. 


It was a ſmall Thing for the bleſſed FESUS, to 
be influenced by no depraved Propenſity. He was 
born in a State of conſummate Refitudez and from 


the firſt Moment of his exiſting in Fleſh, was adorn- 
ed with all the Beauties of Holineſs. HOLI- 
NESS TO THE LORD was inſcribed, not 


on the Mitre, but on the Heart, and interwoven 
with the very Nature of our great HIGH- 


PRIEST. Therefore He is ſtyled by the An- 
gelic Harbinger of his Birth, THAT HOLY 


THING#®.—In the Prophecy of Zechariah, the 


Dignity of our REDEEMER's Perſon, and the 


Perfection of his Obedience, are diſplayed by the 


Similitude of a Stone +, decorated with the moſt ex- 
quiſite 


* Luke i. 35.— Which is ſpoken, in Contradiſtinction to 


the State of all other Births; and implies the «niver/a/ 
| Prevalence of original Defilement, this one Inſtance only 


excepted. For, if other Infants were holy at their firſt 
Formation, and made after the Image of G OD, this 
'Remark had been trivial and impertinent, if not droll 
and burleſque ; like ſaying with great Solemnity, The 
« Child ſhall have a Mouth and a Head; aye, and Eyes 
„ in the one, and Lips to the other.” —Far be it from 
Us; to aſcribe Superfluity of Speech, or Weakneſs of 
Sentiment, to the Angels of Light. No; here was dig- 
nut Vindice Nodus, An unparalleled and miraculous 


Event. A clean a iſſuing from an Unclean! A 


Child perfectly pure and upright ; though born of a Wo- 
man; ſprung from a Daughter of fallen Adam! 

+ Zech. iii. 9, 10. For behold the Stone that I have laid 
before Joſhua ; upon one Stone ſhall be ſeven Eyes; Behold! [ 
will engrave the Graving thereof, ſaith the LORD of Hoſts, 
and I will remove the Iniquity of that Land in one Day. In 


"that Day, aer the LORD of Hoſts, ſhall ye call every Man 
0 


ur under the Vine, and under the Fig-tree. 


his Neigh 
cy 9 Behold 
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-quiſite Engraving. Wrought, not by Bezaleel or 
Aholiab, though divinely inſpired Artiſts, but by 
the Finger of JEHOVAH Himſelf, and more 
highly finiſhed, than it is poſſible for human Skill 
to equal, or human Thought to conceive, 

The whole Tenour of our LORD's Conduct, 
was a living Exemplification of Piety and Morality, 
in their moſt extenſive Branches, and moſt amiable 
Forms. Saints of the higheſt Attainments have 
fallen ſhort. of the Glory of GOD ; have been far 
from reaching the exalted Standard of his Precepts. 
But CHRIST failed in no Point; CHRIST 
came ſhort in no Degree. We formerly obſerved 

| the 


Behold the Stone; the long- expected MESSIA H; 
that chief Corner-ſtone, n which the Church is built, 
and the Hope of Jrael foanded.—lt is laid before Foſpue 
the High-prieſt and his Fellows; as the only Foundation, 


on which thoſe wiſe Maſter- builders ſhould reſt the Faith, 


and eſtabliſh the Salvation of Sinners.—Upon one Stone 
ſhall be ſeven Eyes; to denote the unerring Diſcernment 
and infinite Wiſdom of our LORD. Whereby He is 
capable of planning, preſiding over, and conducting all 
Things, relating to the unſearchable Work of Redemp- 
tion. I will engrave the Graving thereof. For Him hath 
GOD the FATHER ſealed? diſtinguiſhed Him by 
every Characteriſtic of the MESSIAH ; adorned Him 
with every illuſtrious Gift; and fitted Him, in all Re- 
ſpects, for the Diſcharge of his grand Office. I will re- 


move, by his Obedience unto Death, the Iniquity of the 


Land; and that in one Day, not by a long Train of Vic- 
tims,” or by a frequent Repetition of the ſame Sacrifice, 
but by“ his own Oblation once offered.” -In Conſe- 
quence of this all-ſufficient Expiation, Peace and Tran- 


quility ſhall take Place in the Believer's Soul. Even 


that Peace, which paſſeth all Underſtanding ; and is re- 
, preſented, though faintly, by fitting under the Vine and 
under the Fig-tree. Where the happy Owner and his 
Friends, enjoy an undiſturbed Repoſe, a refreſhing 
„Shade, and the moſt delicious Fruit. 


| 
| 
| 
I 
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the great Sublimity, and vaſt Extent of the divine 
Law. That, before the Tribunal of G OD, no- 
thing will paſs for Righteouſneſs, but a complete 
Conformity to this moſt perfect Rule. From whence 
appears the utter Impoſſibility of our Juſtification, 
on Account of any Duties, performed by Ourſelves. 
How ſhould We rejoice then to contemplate our 
vicarious Righteouſneſs! That which is introduced 
by our condeſcending SURETY! 

FESUS CHRIST, the Surety for Us inſol- 
vent Wretches, made Himſelf ſubject to this Law. 
And though, in its Threatenings, the condemning 
Power of Sin is ſet” in terrible Array; though, in 
its Commands, the very Perfection of Obedience 
is moſt peremptorily inſiſted on; He aſked no Miti- 
gation of its Severity, nor any Abatement of its 
Demands. © Lo I come, ſaid He, to pay the ut- 
c termoſt Farthing of the Debt, to do every Jot 
. and Tittle of the Duty.” That fo his Righte- 
ouſneſs, ariſing to View, from the ſevereſt Trial, 
by the exacteſt Rule, might, like Gold from the 
Furnace, ſhine with all poſſible Luſtre. © 

'His Righteouſneſs lowed from thoſe beſt of Prin- 
ciples, ſupreme Love to GOD, and unfeigned 
Affection to Men. Beginning at theſe two Sources, 
let Us trace our LORD's Obedience, through 


; ſome little Part of its illuſtrious Progreſs.—If, as 


o 


perhaps, We. ſhall no longer be offended or ſur- 
priſed, at the firſt and great Command of the Goſ- 
pel. This is his Commandment, which has the Pre- 


I Name of his bon FESUS CHRIST *. Not, 
that 


| . * x John iii. 23. 


We proceed, We are enabled to ſee that Ju One, 


cedence to all others, that We ſhould believe on the 
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that We ſhould de any Thing to obtain Life, but - 
that We ſhould believe on his beloved SON ; and 
live by what HE, the bleſſed Subſtitute for Sin- 
ners, has done. 

His Delight in GOD was conſpicuous, even 
from his 'early Years. The ſacred Solemnities of | 
the Sanctuary, were more engaging to his youth 
ful Mind, than all the Entertainments of a Feſti- 
val.— When He entered upon his Miniſtry, whole 
Nights were not too long for his copious Devotions. 
The lonely Retirements of the Deſart, as afford- 
ing Opportunity for undiſturbed Communion with 

OD, were more deſirable to CHRIST, than 
the Applauſes of an admiring World. 

So ceaſeleſs and tranſcendent was his Love tb 
GOD, that He never ſought any ſeparate Pleaſure 
of his own ; but always did thoſe Things, which 
were pleaſing in his FATHER's Sight. Vi ye 
not, that I muſt be about my FAT HE R's Buſineſs ? 
was the Rule of his Childhood, and the leading 
Maxim of his whole Life. In doing this, He took 
unſpeakable Satisfaction: in doing this, He was 
abſolutely indefatigable. It was his Meat and Drink, 
refreſhing as the richeſt Food, delightful as royal 
Dainties, ts finiſh the Work that was given Him to 
do *. 

How wakeful and jealous was his Concern for 
the divine Honour! I hear the vileſt Reproacheg 
caſt upon his own Character: I ſee the moſt horrid 
Indignities offered to his own Perſon, Yet no re- 
ſentful Emotion reddens in his Cheek; not one 
angry Syllable ſtarts from his Mouth. But when 
mercenary Wretches prophane the Temple, and 

Vo. III. D 8 turn 
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turn the Houſe of Prayer into a Den of Thieves; then 
his generoug Boſom throbs with Zeal; then He 
makes his Tongue like a ſharp Sword; and having 
firſt ſeverely rebuked, afterwards. reſolutely expels, 
the ſacrilegious Intruders.—-Indeed, his Zeal for 
the Houſe of the LORD and for the Purity of his 
Ordinances, is repreſented by the evangelical Hiſto- 
rian, as eating Him up *, Like a heavenly Flame, 
glowing in his Breaſt, it ſometimes fired Him with 
a graceful Indignation ; ſometimes melted Him in- 
to godly Sorrow; always broke forth and exerted 
itfelf in a Variety of vigorous Efforts ; till it even 
conſumed his vital Spirits. 

So active and unremitted was the Obedience of 


the bleſſed FESUS, that the Sun did not enter 


upon his Morning Race with a more conſtant Aſſi- 
duity, nor diſpatch his daily Circuit with greater 
Expedition, And ſure I am, that radiant Lumi- 
nary never diſpenſed Beams, half fo bright, or a 
thouſandth Part ſo beneficial. Short was his Span, 
but how grand and extenſive were his Services. So 
grand, that they bring more Glory to G OD, than 
all the Adminiſtrations of Providence, and all the 
Phænomena of Nature. So extenſive that they 
ſpread, in their gracious Efficacy, to the Ends of 
the Earth, and to the cloſing Period of Time. 
Nay, they will diffuſe their bleſſed Influence even 
to the celeſtial World, and have no other Limits of 
their Duration than the Ages of Eternity. 

Who can declare the Charity of JESUS 
CHRIST? It was ardent: it was unintermitted: 
it was unbounded. Though always ſerene and ſe- 
rious, He was never ſullenly grave. His Conver- 

ſation 


* John ii, 17. 
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ſation was Affability itſelf, and the Law of Kind- 
neſs dwelt on his Lips. What fretted and cha- 
grined the Diſciples, made not the leaſt ruffling Im- 
preſſion on their LORD. The rude and trouble- 
ſome Behaviour of Some, the weak and impertinent 
Talk of Others, ſerved only to diſplay the unalter- 
able Mildneſs of his Temper. 

Nothing could imbitter his Spirit. Even the 
Wicked and Unthankful were Partakers, ample 
Partakers of his Benevolence. Who ever applied 
to Him in vain? When did He diſmiſs any needy 
Petitioner, without the defired Bleſſing? What 
heavy Burden did He not unlooſe ? What afflitive 
Evil did He not remove? He even took their Infir- 
mities, and bare their Sickneſſes *, In all their Af- 
flictions He was afflicted, His tender ſympathizing 
Heart felt, as it were, the Miſeries of Others; 
and was as ready to ſuccour them, as if the Com- 
plaints and Sorrows had been his own. 

He not only relieved, when his Aid was im- 
plored, but prevented the Expectations of the Diſ- 
treſſed. He went gbout doing Good t; ſeeking the 
Afflicted, and offering his Aſſiſtance. With great 


Fatigue , He traveled to remote Cities; with no 


leſs 


* Matt. viii. 17. + Acts x. 38. 
t 7 ESUS being weary with his Journey, tuabeglle dag. 


John iv. 6.— is thus explained by a Greet Commen- 


tator, anus, xai ws tloye,. Our LORD ſat down, with- 
out Ceremony and without Complaint, even on the rough 
unfurniſhed Place : contented to uſe it, juſt as He found 
it; neither deſiring a ſofter Seat, nor wiſhing for any 
better Accommodation.—l rather think, the Adverb re- 
fers to the preceding Adjective z:zomaxu;, which ſignifies 
a State of very great Fatigue; weakening a Perſon to 
ſuch a Degree, that He can hardly walk with Soy 

D 2 0 reps, 


52 ASPASIO TO THERON. LET, 7, 


leſs Condeſcenſion, He viſited the meaneſt Vit- 
lages. That all might have the Honour, and All 
the Benefit, of his healing Preſence and heavenly 
. Inſtructions. 

He gave Sight “, and all the agreeable Scenes of 
Nature, to the Blind; Health, and all the choice 


_ / Comforts of Lite, to the Diſeaſed. He expelled 


malevolent raging Dæmons; and reſtored, what is 
more precious than the Light of the Body, or the 
Vigour of Conſtitution, the calm poſſeſſion of the 
intellectual Faculties. What greatly ſurpaſſed all the 
preceding Bleſſings, He delivered the wretched 
Soul from the Dominion of Darkneſs, and from 
the Tyranny of Sin. He made his Followers Par- 
takers of a divine Nature, and prepared them for a 
State of never-ending Bliſs. 
Such priceleſs, Treaſures of Wiſdom and Bene- 
ficence flowed from his Tongue, and were poured 
from his Hands — How different theſe Triumphs 
of Mercy, from the Trophies erected, by wild Am- 
bition, in the bloody Field! If Heathens celebrated 
thoſe mighty Butchers, who made Cities their 
Slaughter-houſe; made half the Globe their Sham- 
| | bles ; 


Steps, or even fit in an zprigbt Attitude. The ſacred 
Hiſtorian ſeems to mean, that our LORD fat in ſuch 
a Poſture, as beſpoke the Laſſitude of his Body; de- 
clared the Failure of his Spirits; and fewwed Him to be 
almoſt ſpent, with the Heat of the Day, and the Toil of 
Traveling. Which Circumſtance gives a moſt beautiful 
Heightning to his Charity and Zeal, ſo generouſly and fo 
ſucceſsfully exerted in the following Conference.  - 

* Exapioale To Sarwin, is the delicate and noble Expreſ- 
fion of the Evangeliſt, Luke vii. 21. He made them a Pre- 
ſent of Sight, Silver and Gold had He none. But theſe 
were his Gifts; ſuch were his Alms. God-like Bene: 
ficence indeed! 
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bles; and meaſured their Merit, by the Devaſta- 
tions they ſpread; how ſhould Chriſtians admire 
this heavenly BENEFACTOR, who roſe upon 
a wretched World, with Healing under his Wings! 
Who diſtributed, far and near, the unſpeakably 
rich Gifts of Knowledge and Holineſs, of tempo- 
ral Happineſs and eternal Joy. 

Nor were theſe righteous Acts his ſtrange Work, 
but his repeated, his hourly, his almoſt inceſſant Em- 
ploy. Sometimes, We hear him preaching in the 
Temple, or publiſhing his glad Tidings in the Sy- 
nagogues. Sometimes, We fee Him ſurrounded with 
liſtening Crouds, in a private Houſe; or bringing 
forth the good Things of his Goſpel on the Deck 
of a Ship. At other Times, He takes a Mountain 
for his Pulpit; the Heavens are his Sounding-board ; 
and all that have Ears to hear, are invited to be his 
Audience.—“ He preached Holineſs, ſays an in- 
© genious Writer, to Mens Eyes no leſs than their 
&© Ears.“ — Ves; his whole Life was a continual 
Lecture of the ſublimeſt Piety, of the moſt refined 
Morality, of Virtue truly divine. And which is 
to Us the crowning Circumſtance, all this was not 
barely for our Imitation, but for our Fuftification 
alſo*, To be a lovely and inviting Model for the 
firſt ; 


* The Reader, I hope, will conſtantly advert to this 
Remark, Otherwiſe, He will loſe, even in the Evan- 
eliſts themſelves, what is moſt evangelical, That our 
ORD's Life was exemplary; was ſublimely perfect; 
and a Pattern for our Imitation ; all this is ſtrictly true. 
But in all this, there is nothing of genuine Go/pel. 
Here are no Glad-tidings for an impotent and ruined Crea- 
ture. Only a conſummate Copy for a withered Hand to 

tranſcribe. a 
Whereas, if We believe, that in all this CHRIST 
acted as our Surety and Repreſentative: that by all this, 
D 3 He 
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7 — ; to be a ſure and immoveable Ground for the 
laſt, 

Does He lay aſide his ſolemn Office? It is only 
to carry on the ſame generous Deſign in a more 
condeſcending and familiar Manner, If He meets 
with the Phariſees, He diſcovers their Errors, and 
reproves their Vices; He confutes their Objections, 
and (in cafe they are not abſolutely inacceſſible to 
wiſe Counſel) rectifies their Miſtakes, If He vouch- 
ſafes to be preſent at a Feaſt, He furniſhes the richeſt, 
incomparably the richeſt Part of the Treat. Honey 
and Milk are under his Tongue s. He inculcates Low- 
lineſs of Mind on the vain 4; He recommends diſin- 
tereſted Charity to the Selfiſh +; and promiſes Par- 
don to the weeping Penitent |.—ls He retired from 
other Company, and attended only by his own Fa- 
mily? His Converſation is a Sermon. Whether 
He fit in the) inner Chamber, or travel on the pub- 
Jic Road, or walk through the Corn-fields, He is 
ſtill proſecuting his great Work: training up his 
Diſciples for their ſacred Function; and revealing 
to them thoſe Oracles of Heaven, which they may 
communicate to remote Nations, and tranſmit ta 
diſtant Ages.-Is He retired from al Company? 

| Even 


He wrought a Righteouſneſs, which, in the Judgment 
and Conſtruction of the Law, is really ours: that 
G OD imputes this Righteouſneſs to Us, and will deal 
with Us according to its Deſert : when We believe this, 
We ſee the Light of the glorious Goſpel, and enter into 
the unſearchable Riches*of CHRIST. This gives an 
additional Beauty, an exquiſite and inexpreſſible Charm 
to all the Actions and Virtues, all the Trials and Suffer- 
ings of our bleſſed Maſter: He was holy and righteous, 
not as a private Perſon, not for Himſelf alone, but for 
Us Sinners, and our Juſtification. Amen ! Hallelujah / 
Cant. iv. 11. + Luke xiv, 8, f Luke xiv. 12. 
| Luke vii. 48, 
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Even then He does not diſcontinue his Labours of 
Love, but adds the fervent Interceſſions of the 


Night, to the charitable Toils of the Day. When 


all but Himſelf, lay ſunk in ſoft Repoſe, this AD- 
VOCATE for a guilty World, was engaged in 
an Exerciſe of Benevolence ; which, though ſecret 
and unobſerved as the falling Dews, was far more 
beneficial to our beſt Intereſts, than thoſe pearly 
Drops to the languiſhing Herbs. | 
Unparalleled Benignity? He forgot his daily 


Food, neglected his neceſſary Reſt, to ſpend and be, 


ſpent for the Salvation of Mankind. Neither the 


. Hardſhips of continual Self-denial, nor the Calum- 


nies of envenomed Tongues, could divert Him from 
purſuing this favourite Buſineſs, He ſought none 


of your Honours, coveted none of your 2 


O ye Children of Men! What He ſought, ha 
He coveted,. was, to wear out his Life in your Ser- 
vice, and lay it down for your Ranſom. This was 
all his Deſire, and this indeed He defired earneſtly, 
—He longed (beneficent, bleſſed BEING!) He 
longed for the fatal Hour. He ſeverely rebuked 
one of his Diſciples, who would have diſſuaded 
Him from going as a Voluntier to the Croſs. He 
was even /traitened , under a kind of holy Uneaſi- 

nels, 


* Lake xii. 50. The original Word (vryouar ſeems 
to expreſs the Condition of a Perſon, wedged in, on 
every Side, by a tumultuous Throng of People. His 
Hands are hampered, and his Body is confined in a 
moving Priſon: He pants for Breath, and is almoſt 
ſtifled in the Crowd. How muſt ſuch a One long to be 


diſengaged from theſe very uneaſy Circumſtances ! With 


equal Ardour did our moſt beneficent LORD deſire 


thoſe Sufferings, which were to overwhelm Him with 


Diſtreſs, but exalt Us to Happineſs ; were to bathe his 
D 4 Limbs 
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neſs, - till the dreadful Work was accompliſhed 
till He was baptiſed with the Baptiſm of his Suffer- 
ings, bathed in Blood, and plunged in Death. 

By this moſt meritorious Obedience and Death, 
what did He not deſerve? What did He not pro- 
cure? He procured thoſe ineſtimable Bleſſings, the 
Pardon of Sin, and Reconciliation with G OD. 
Procured them (O! Love unmerited and unmea- 
ſurable!) for Prodigals, for Traitors, for Rebels. 
—To this it is owing, that We, who were Ene- 
mies againſt GOD, may call the KING of 
Heaven our Father; may have free Acceſs to 
Him in all our Difficulties; and may hope to reign 
with Him in everlaſting Glory. 

Was ever Goodneſs like this Goodneſs “ Were 
ever Bleſſings comparable to theſe Bleflings ? or pur- 

ET” chaſed 


* 


6 / 

Limbs in Blood, but cleanſe our Souls from Sin.—0. 
Mol, ſays the ſame Hiſtorian, (vexg0% ot xas αονονt 
Luke viii. 45. - | | 

* Codrus, it is rue, devoted Himſelf to Death for the 
Athenians ; and Curtius threw Himſelf into the yawning 
Gulf, for the Preſervation of the Romans.—But: theſe 
died, being mere Creatures, and guilty Creatures: where- 


as, the dying JESUS was periectly innocent, and ſu- 


premely glorious ; ** was very GOD, of very GOD.” 
— Theſe died, only a little before their Time; they paid 
a Debt, for which the inevitable Law of Mortality would 
ſoon have diftrained. But CHRIST died, though He 
had Life in Himſelf; He ſurrendred, what was wholly 
his own ; and what; none could have taken from Him, 
had He not voluntarily reſigned it. Theſe died for their 
valuable Friends, for their affectionate Relations, for their 
native Country: but CHRIST died for Slaves, for Ene- 
mies, for the Ungodly.— They died an honourable Death: 
but CHRIST ſubmitted to the moſt ignominions Execu- 
tion; CHRIST expired under the Imputation of hor- 
rid Crimes; CHRIST bled and died in the Form of an 


execrable 


. D 
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chaſed with ſuch a Price Hide, hide your di- 
miniſhed Heads, ye little tranfitory Donations of 
Silver and Gold, The Riches of a thouſand Mines, 
beſtowed to feed the Hungry and clothe the Naked, 
are the moſt contemptible Trifles, if mentioned with 
the Charity of the“ teaching, the healing, the bleeding 
JESUS. Kingdoms given away in Alms, if views 
ed with this infinitely noble Beneficence, would 
make juſt the ſame Figure, as a Spark from the 
Summer-hearth, under the potent and boundleſs 
Blaze of Noon.—This is indeed Love that paſſeth 
Knowledge *. 


Amidſt all theſe Miracles of Magnificence and 
of Love (any one of which would have intitled 
Him to univerſal Admiration, and everlaſting Ho-- 
nour) how humble was our SAVIOUR! He af- 
cribes nothing to Himſelf, His FATHER has 
the Glory of all his marvelous Acts. O Humility 
—Virtue dear to the moſt High GOD, and pe- 

(004.5 culiarly 


execrable Male factor. In all theſe Inſtances, as the Hea+ 
vens are higher than the Earth, ſo is CHRIST”s Love 
greater than their Love; his Philanthropy ſuperior to their 
Patriotiſm. 

* Eph. iii. 19. This Expreſſion, as alſo the principal 


Circumſtance of Superiority hinted in the preceding Note, 


are founded on the Divinity of our LORD. And in- 
deed the Expreſſion is ſcarce juſtifiable, the Aſſertion is 
hardly true, upon any other Suppoſition. A Creature 
dying for a Creature, is, though great, yet not incompre- 
benſible Goodneſs, But, when We view the Sufferings 
of CHRIST, and the Bleflings of Redemption ſur- 
rounded with all the Splendor of the DEITY ; they 
dazzle our Underſtanding, and fill Us with holy Aſto- 
niſhment. They appear to be the Effects of a Love, 
never to be ſpoke of but in the Language of Wonder, 
never to be thought of but with an Extaſy of Delight. 
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culiarly amiable in Men—never didſt Thou appear 
in ſo charming a Dreſs, or ſo ſtriking a Light. 

At his Birth, not accommodated with an impe- 
rial Palace, or a Bed of State; but lodged in a 
Stable, and laid in a Manger,—As He advanced in 
Years, not attended with a royal Equipage, or ſup- 
plied from a royal Revenue; but labouring with his 


his Brow.— When He entered upon his minifterial 
Office, not the leaſt oſtentatious Parade appeared, 
in the Performance of all his wonderful Works, 
His Manner was as modeſt, as his Power was mi- 
raculous, So far, ſo very far from affecting the 
Acclamations of the Populace, that He often im- 


| poſed Silence on thoſe unſpeakably indebted Lips, 


which were eager to overflow with Praiſe, and 
would fain have been the Trumpets of his Fame. 
Though a Voice from Heaven proclaimed Him, 

The BELOVED of his Almighty FATHER; 
He diſdained not to own the ignoble Character of 
the Carpenter's Son . Though PRINCE of the 
Kings of the Earth, He condeſcended to waſh the 
Feet of mean Fiſhermen, and to be in this World, 
es One that ſerveth f. Though PROPRIETOR 
of the Univerſe, and LORD of all, He was con- 


tent to be more deftitute than the Fowls of the 


Air, or the Foxes of the Deſart I: more deſtitute 
(aſtoniſhing Abaſement!) than the moſt in/ignifi- 

cart and moſt hated Animals, 
| Grandeur, We find, is apt to beget Expectations 
of ſuperior Regard. Conſequently, gives a keener 
Edge to every Affront, and renders the Mind more 
tenderly ſenſible of every Diſreſpect. But our 
4 1 LORD's 


* Matt. xiii, 55. + Luke xxii. 27, gt Matt. viii. 20. 
9 


own Hands, and earning his Bread by the Sweat of 
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LORD's Meekneſs was as great as his Dignity z 
and that, through a Series of ſuch un/ufferable Pro- 
vocations, as were equaled by nothing, but the 
tranſcendent Perfections of his Perſon, and the 
Sweetneſs of his forgiving Grace, 

When ridiculed and affronted, He calmly bore, 


and kindly overlooked the Inſult.— When contra- 


dicted by petulant and preſumptuous Sinners, He en- 
dured, with the utmoſt Serenity of Temper, their 
unreaſonable Cavils, and nh obſtinate Perverſe- 
neſs.— When his Invitati 

Invitations, were ungratefully and ſtubbornly re- 
jected; inſtead of remitting, He renewed them; 
and, with ſtill warmer Affection, importuned his 
Hearers, not to forego their own Felicity. — When 
all the winning Arts of Perſuaſion were ineffectual, 
He added his Tears to his lighted Intreaties ; and 
lamented as a Brother, when ſcornfully repulſed as 
a Teacher, 

When his bloody Sweat tinged the Stones; when 
his bitter Cries pierced the Clouds, and were enough 
to awaken the very Rocks into Compaſſion ; his 
Diſciples ſlept ; ſtupidly and repeatedly ſlept. Did 
their divine but ſlighted MASTER reſent the 
Unkindneſs ? Did he refuſe to admit an Excuſe for 
their Diſobedience and Neglect? Yea, He made 
their Excuſe; and that the moſt tender and gra- 
cious imaginable ; The Spirit is willing, but the Fleſh 
is weak . Admirable, matchleſs Candour | — 
When his Enemies had nailed Him to the Croſs, as 
the baſeſt Slave, and moſt flagitious Malefactor; 
when they were glutting their Malice, with his Sor- 


rows, his Torments, and his Blood; nay, when 
they 


* Matt. xxvi. 41. : 


ns, his moſt endearing 
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culiarly amiable in Men—never didſt Thou appear 
in ſo charming a Dreſs, or ſo ſtriking a Light. 

At his Birth, not accommodated with an impe- 
rial Palace, or a Bed of State; but lodged in a 
Stable, and laid in a Manger,—As He advanced in 
Years, not attended with a royal Equipage, or ſup- 
plied from a royal Revenue; but labouring with his 
own Hands, and earning his Bread by the Sweat of 
his Brow. -When He entered upon his miniſterial 
Office, not the leaſt oſtentatious Parade appeared, 
in the Performance of all his wonderful Works, 
His Manner was as modeſt, as his Power was mi- 
raculous, So far, ſo very far from affecting the 
Acclamations of the Populace, that He often im- 
poſed Silence on thoſe unſpeakably indebted Lips, 
which were eager to overflow with Praiſe, and 
would fain have been the Trumpets of his Fame. 

Though a Voice from Heaven proclaimed Him, 
The BELOVED of his Almighty FATHER; 
He diſdained not to own the ignoble Character of 
the Carpenter's Son . Though PRINCE of the 
Kings of the Earth, He condeſcended to waſh the 
Feet of mean Fiſhermen, and to be in this World, 


as One that ſervetb f. Though PROPRIETOR 


of the Univerſe, and LORD of all, He was con- 


tent to be more deftitute than the Fowls of the 


Air, or the Foxes of the Deſart 1: more deſtitute 
(aſtoniſhing Abaſement!) than the moſt inſignif- 
cart and moſt hated Animals. 
| Grandeur, We find, is apt to beget Expectations 
of ſuperior Regard. Conſequently, gives a keener 
Edge to every Affront, and renders the Mind more 
tenderly ſenſible of every Die But our 
8 LORD's 


* Matt. xiii, 55. + Luke xxii. 27, ig] Matt. viii. 20. 
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LORD's Meekneſs was as great as his Dignity z 
and that, through a Series of ſuch un/ufferable Pro- 
vocations, as were equaled by nothing, but the 
tranſcendent Perfections of his Perſon, ,and the 
Sweetneſs of his forgiving Grace, 

When ridiculed and affronted, He calmly bore, 
and kindly overlooked the Inſult.— When contr2- 
dicted by petulant and preſumptuous. Sinners, He al. 
dured, with the utmoſt Serenity of a, their 
unreaſonable Cavils, and their obſtinate Perverſe- 
neſs.—When his Invitations, his moſt endearing 
Invitations, were ungratefully and ſtubbornly re- 
jected; inſtead of remitting, He renewed them; 
and, with ſtill warmer Affection, importuned his 
Hearers, not to forego their own Felicity, — When 
all the winning Arts of Perſuaſion were ineffectual, 
He added his Tears to his lighted Intreaties ; and 
lamented as a Brother, when ſcornfully repulſed as 
a Teacher, 

When his bloody Sweat tinged the Stones; when 
his bitter Cries pierced the Clouds, and were enough 
to awaken the very Rocks into Compaſſion z his 
Diſciples ſlept ; ſtupidly and repeatedly flept. Did 
their divine but lighted MASTER reſent the 
Unkindneſs? Did he refuſe to admit an Excuſe for 
their Diſobedience and Neglet? Yea, He made 
their Excuſe; and that the moſt tender and gra- 
cious imaginable ; The Spirit is willing, but the Fleſh 
is weak r. Admirable, matchleſs Candour |! — 
When his Enemies had nailed Him to the Croſs, as 
the baſeſt Slave, and moſt flagitious Malefactor; 
when they were glutting their Malice, with his Sor- 


rows, his Torments, and his Blood z nay, when 
they 


* Matt. xxvi. 41. 
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they ſpated not to inſult and revile Him, even in 


| 

1 his laſt expiring Agonies; far, very far from being 1 
exaſperated, this HERO of Heaven repaid all 4 
| | their Contempt and Barbarity, with the moſt fer- 4 
| vent Supplications in their Behalf, FATHE R, t 
| forgive them, was his Prayer: for, they know not a 
i} what they do , was his Plea, Divine, © adorable A 
| Compaſſion ! | b 
i Nor was his Refignation leſs exemplary than his tl 
[| Meekneſs. He went out to meet Afflictions, when 

[| they came in his FATHER's Name, and com- al 
miſſioned from his FATHER's Hand. He gave, £ 
1 without the leaſt Reluctance, his Back to the Smi- ni 
\} ters +, and hid not his Face from Shame and Spit- T 
il ting. Though his Soul, his very Soul was pene- E.: 
1 trated with the keeneſt Senſations of Anguiſh; yet, of 
no impatient Thought diſcompoſed his Mind, no Pe 
murmuring Word forced its Way from his Lips, = en 
i FATHER, not my Will, but thine be done t, was I bol 
vi his Language; when the Sorrows of Death com- . | Co 
i | paſſed Him, and Pains, inexpreſſibly ſeverer than the 8 wil 
bl. Pangs of Diſſolution, came upon Him. I ben they 1 Na 
iſ gaped upon Him with their Mouth, and ſmote Him upon ® dwe 
If the Cheek reproachfully. When his Face was foul with = whe 
bl hitting, and on his Eye-lids was the Shadow of Death. _ and 
al When GOD delivered Him to the Ungodly, and turned ſhin 
1 Him over into the Hands of the Wicked. Yea, when  \ that 
i the 7 

1 * Luke xxiii. 34. 1 . 


+ The Puniſhment of the Scourge, was ſo dreadful a 
Part of our LOR D's Sufferings, that it is once and 
again foretold, by the Prophet 1/aiah. I gave my Back 
to the Smiters, l. 6. With his Stripes We are healed, liii. 
% Horace, who knew it perfectly well, and by whoſe 
Countrymen it was inflicted, ſtyles it The horrible 
Scourge ; Horribili ſecere Flagello. | 

t Luke xxii. 42. 
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the ALMIGHTY ſet Him for the Mark of his 
Arrows, and brake Him with Breach upon Breach, 
When the Weapons of his Wrath cleft his very Reins aſun- 
der, and poured his Gall upon the Earth x. Amijdft 
all this Diſtreſs, though exquiſite and inconceiy- 
able, He ſinned not by the leaft irregular Pertur- 
bation ; but bowed his ſubmiſſive Head, and kiſſed 
the divine Rod, and bleſſed his very Murderers. 

A famous Poet has celebrated The Man of Roſs : 
another ingenious Pen has celebrated The Man 
Bath; O! that Ve may admire, extol, and mag- 
nify the The MAN of Nazareth! O!] that every 
Tongue may ſpeak of his Honour, till Heaven and 
Earth reſound with his Praiſe. — Here, Ye Writers 
of Genius, here is a Theme worthy of your fineſt 
Perceptions, and more than equal to your moft 
enlarged Capacities, Let Imagination ſpread her 
boldeſt Wing; let Deſcription: ſelect her brighteſt 


Colours; let Eloquence laviſh all her Stores; it 


will be impoſſible to exceed, while The MAN of 
Nazareth is the Subject of your Songs. In Him 
dwells all the Fulneſs of Perfection. In Him, the 
whole Choir of ative and paſſive Virtues abound 
and ſhine; abound with the richeſt Variety, and 
ſnine with the higheſt Luſtre. Infinitely ſurpaſſing 
that curious Aſſemblage of coſtly Gems, which 


ſtudded 


* Theſe tragical Images are borrowed from the Book 
of Job, who was an eminent Type of a ſuffering 8 A- 
VIOUR. Though they are the very Eloquence of 
Woe, they do not exaggerate, they cannot expreſs, that 


unknown Anguiſh ; which wrung a bloody Sweat from 


our divine MASTER'”s Body, and forced from his 
Lips that melancholy Exclamation — My Soul is ſorrow- 


* ul—exc eeding ſorrowf ul—forrowful even unto Death. Seę 
Jes XVI. : 4 


3 x. 
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ſtudded the Aaronic Breaſt-Plate *; and, as far as 
earthly Things can repreſent heavenly, typefied the 
Splendor and Excellency of our RED EE MERꝰs 
Righteouſneſs, 


In all this, He acted and He ſuffered, as GOD's 
righteous Servant, and as his People's righteous Surety; 
— By all this, He fulfilled every Jot and Tittle of 
the divine Law; nay, He more than fulfilled, He 
magnified iv. He gave it, ſublime and extenſive as 
it is, good Meaſure, preſſed down, and ſhaken toge- 
ther, and running over +.-—Shall You or I then ſay, 
or ſo much as ſuſpeR in our Hearts? . CHRIST 
« has not done enough. All this is not ſufficient 
for our Juſtification, unleſs We complete it with 
« ſomething of our on!“ 

He defied the moſt vigilant of his Enemies to con- 
vince Him of Sin or Defe&t. — A far more ſagacious 
Adverſary than the Scribes and Phariſees, could de- 
tect no Blemiſh, no Error, in our LORD JESUS. 
The Prince of this World, that infernal Tyrant, who 
had deceived and enſlaved all the Nations of the 
Earth, came and found nothing in Him t; not the 
leaſt Corruption in his Nature, nor the leaft Fai- 
lure in his Obedience. —Nay; that Accuſer of the 
Brethren, notwithſtanding all his Malignity, could 
not but acknowledge the unſpotted Sanctity of our 
LORD; I know Thee, who Thou art, the Holy 
One of G OD. 

He hath done all Things well ; was, not barely the 
Voice of his Diſciples, but the general Acclama- 
tion of the People. Or, the Words may be ren- 

dered, 


* Exod. xxviii. 17, 18, 19, 20. + Luke vi. 38. 
1 John xiv, 30. ö 


% 
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dered, He hath done all Things finely and grace- 
fully * : with every Circumſtance, that conſtitutes 
the Propriety and Dignity, the Utility and Beauty 
of Action. Has He not then done enough, to pro- 
cure the divine Good-will, even for the guiltieſt of 
Mankind ? 

I have glorified Thee on Earth +, was his own Pro- 
feflion before the moſt High GOD, I have glori- 
fied Thee, in all that I ated, in all that I uttered, 
in all that I ſuffered. I have diſplayed the Beau- 
ties of thy Holineſs, the Riches of thy Grace, and 


the Honour of all thy Attributes, S0 that all thy 


amiable, thy majeſtic, thy adorable Perfections, 
are now ſeen in the cleareſt Mirror, and in the 


GOD 


* Mark vii. 37. Kang. In this Inſtance, and through- 
out all the Golpei, it is very obſervable ; that the Praiſe, 
which our LORD receives, comes not from the Pen of 
the Hiſtorian, nor from the Mouth of his Friends, but 
from the Lips of Strangers or Enemies from the Officers, 
ſent to apprehend Him from the Judge, appointed to 
examine Him—from the Centurion, who preſided at his 
Execution—and from thoſe apoſtate Spirits, whoſe Do- 
minion He came to deſtroy. A Circumſtance, which 
gives incomparable Weight to this Teſtimony, and in- 
comparable Zu/ftre to C ARIST's Character. It pre- 
ſents Us likewiſe with a molt delicate Peculiarity, which 


We muſt not expect to find in any other biographical 
Writers. 


+ John xvii. 4. 

t Therefore CHRIST is called awavſzacua my; En; 
Heb. i. 3. In other Objects, We have only ſome ob- 
icure Footſteps, or dim Traces, of one or two divine 
Perfections; here We have the ah Glory of the G O D- 
HEAD. Nay, here We have the very Brightneſs of the 


FATHER's Glory ; or, all the uncreated Excellencies 


beam forth with adequate, that is, with ineffable and in- 
finite Splendor. 


— 


1 
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GOD. alſo, who is the Supreme Standard and 
unerring Judge of Excellency, bore his Teſtimony 
to out bleſſed MEDIATOR. He ſpoke it once, 
yea twice, and with a Voice from Heaven. In the 
Conſtitution of the material World, when it came 
from the CREA TOR's/Hand, Omniſcience itſelf 
could diſcern no Flaw, Neither could Juſtice itſelf, 
upon the ſtricteſt Enquiry, diſcover any Failure in 
the Obedience of our SURETY. As therefore 
it was ſaid, concerning the Works of Creation, 
They are al very good *; So was it ſaid, and by 
the ſame Almighty MAJESTY, concerning the 
SAVIOUR of Sinners, In Him I am well 


| Pleaſed + 


This, for aught I know, is the capital Sentence 
| As no Truth is of greater 


in the Book of RAD, 
or of equal Importance, ſo none was ever confirmed 


by Witneſſes ſo unexceptionable, and diſtinguiſhed 
with Circumſtances ſo auguſt.—Let Us, for a Mo- 
ment, examine the Circumſtances. They are per- 


tinent to our Subject. They will ſtrike Us with 


Wonder ; and, I hope, fill Us' with Comfort. — 


"You, Theron, are an Admirer of ſublime Senti- 


ments, and grand Scenery. Here Vou will find 
both diſplayed in their utmoſt Perfection. 
Lo! the Heavens were opened unto Him, and He 


ſaw the SPIRIT of GOD, deſcending like a Dove, 


and lighting upon Him. And lo | a Voice from Hea- 


Den, ſaying; This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 


zwell pleaſed, The Word La, is twice uſed, in this 


mort Narrative. To engage and fix our Atten- 


tion, as on a Fact deeply to be regarded, accom- 


panied with Words ever to be remembered. — The . 
Heavens 


* Gen, i. 31. + Matt. iii. 17. 
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Heavens were opened. Once the great and wide 


Sea was divided, and the Foundations of the World 
were diſcovered. Now the incomparably wider 
Expanſe of the Skies is rent aſunder, and the Realms 
of Glory are diſcloſed to View.— And are the cryſ- 
tal Gates unfolded? Do the everlaſting Doors lift 
up their Heads? What then, or Whom may We 
expect to ſee ? 

Shall We ſee Angels and Arch-angels coming 
down, before JESUS of Nazareth, to pay Him 
Homage, and do Him Service? With this Re- 
tinue He will, in due Time, appear. But this is 
far. beneath the Dignity of the preſent Occaſion, 
Shall We ſee Moſes the great Lawgiver, who con- 
verſed with GOD Face to Face, as a Man con- 
verſeth with his Friend? Shall We ſee Elijah the 
venerable Prophet, who entered the Regions of Life 
and Immortality, without paſſing through the Vale 
of Death? Theſe illuſtrjous Saints will, ere long, 
attend on the holy Mount, and lay all their Honours 
at the Feet of their LORD. - But now, ONE 
infinitely greater than Moſes and Elijah, ONE 
infinitely ſuperior to all the heavenly Hoſts, even 
the divine SPIRIT deſcends, alights, and abides 


upon FESUS. To dignify, beyond Compare, 


his Perſon; and give ineſtimable Merit to all his 
Actions. | 


'This, though great and marvelous, is not the 


| Whole of the magnificent Atteſtation. A Voice, 


not from the utmoſt Parts of the Earth, but a Voice 
from the Heaven of Heavens is heard. That Voice, 
which ſpoke on Sinai, and the Mountains trembled ; 
that Voice, which ſpoke at the Beginning, and 
the World was made; that Voice ſpeaks at our 
Vor, III. E S A- 
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SAVIOUR's Baptiſm.—And what is the Pur- 
port of the Speech? We have Reaſon to liſten moſt 


[ attentively, Our All depends upon the Verdict. 1 t] 
[ If any Iniquity, or any Miſcarriage, be chargeable 4 te 
5 on this our Surety, We are undone irrecoverably, 4 a 
[1 That Voice, after a general Survey of Mankind, * tl 
[; . once declared ; There is Nont righteous, no, not One. al 
U But, to our inexpreſſible Conſolation it proclaims w 
| concerning FESUS'CHRIST, THIS IS Mx B 
{ BELOVED SON, IN WHOM I AM th 
1 WELL PLEASE D. fo 
| | HE, who dwells in Light inacceſſible, declares ſp1 
| concerning CHRIST; This is, not my Creature, thi 
1 but 14y Son. Poſſeſſed of the ſame divine Nature, " 
1 and of all my incommunicable Attributes. —He is « 
[1 | my beloved Son. Who lay in my Boſom from Eter- an 
hh. | nity, and is the one adequate Object of my infinite of 
0 i Affection. The higheſt Angels are too low; fallen ac 
1 Man is too mean; and FESUS alone is my Be- Je 
} | loved.—-In Him I am pleaſed; in Him I am well Set 
1 pleaſed. He is the Center of my Approbation. On Ob 
1 Him all my Complacency reſts. And all other Be- tho! 
ings find Favour in my Sight, only as they are in- Wi 
tereſted in Him, or ſtand related to Him. not 
After hearing this Voice from the excellent Glory, 3 
can there be any Cauſe to wonder, can We have 2 
any Ground to complain, that there is no other R. 
Recommendation to the ſupreme MAJESTY, | 7 
than the Perſon and Righteouſneſs of CHRIST. To 
No Words, no Works, no Characters, but thoſe 4. 
which have been ſtamped with the Broad-ſeal of ag 
Heaven, as truly divine; and are the one grand Mar 
Object of GO D's everlaſting Good-will and in- Uſef 


fable Deli ght? 
You 
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Vou took Notice, and very juſtly, how much 
the Productions of Nature exceed and eclipſe the At- 
tempts of Art. We are pleaſed with the correct 
and graceful Performances of the Painter, But do 
they equal the Native Bluſh of the Roſe, or the 
artleſs Glow of a Pea- bloſſom? We are charmed 
with a fine Piece of Sculpture or Enameling. 
But is either of them fit to be compared with 
the natural Poliſh, of a thouſand Shells which are 
formed in the Ocean, or of a thouſand Seeds which 
ſpring from the Earth? We admire the Virtues of 
the antient Saints; Men © that were honoured in 
their Generation, and the Glory of their 


Times““ We admire the Meekneſs of Moſes, 


and the Magnanimity of Elijab; the exalted Piety 
of Jſaiab, and the enlarged Wiſdom of Daniel; the 
active Spirit of Joſhua, and the paſſive Graces of 
Jeremiah. But what Proportion, put them all to- 
gether—what Proportion do they all bear to HIS 
Obedience, who is gone into Heaven, Angels and Au- 
thorities and Powers being made ſubject unto Him +? 
Who is called the HOLY ONE and the FUST t 
not only by way of Emphaſis, but by way of Ex- 
cluſion. Becauſe, no Perſon is worthy of the Cha- 
racter, no Duties deſerve to be mentioned, when 
CHRIST and his Righteouſneſs - his only perfect 
Righteouſneſs—are under Conſideration. 

If We talk of Merit, what Merit muſt there be 
in ſuch immaculate SanRity of Soul, and ſuch ex- 
emplary Integrity of Conduct: ſuch fervent Zeal 
for GOD, and ſuch compaſſionate Good-will to 
Man; ſuch conſummate Worthineſs, and extenſive 
Uſefulneſs ? Such as were utterly unknown before; 

E 2 have 


* Ecclus. xliv. 7, + 1 Pet. iii. 22. f Acts ii. 14. 
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have been abſolutely unequaled ſince; and never 

will, or can be paralleled, throughout all Ages |— 
O my Theron ! What is the Drop of a Bucket to the 
unfathomable Waves of the Ocean? What is a 
Grain of Sand to the unmeaſurable Dimenſions of 
the Univerſe? What is an Hour or a MAament to the 
endleſs Revolutions of Eternity? Such are all hu- 
man Endowments, and all human Attainments, 
compared with HIS Righteouſneſs, who is farrer 
than the Children of Men*; the chiefe/ſ} among ten 
thouſand t; and who . not the SPIRIT by 


Meaſure 3. 


And is this Righteouſneſs deſigned for Us ? Is this 
to be our Wedding-drefs, this our beautiful Array, 
| When We enter the Regions of Eternity? Unſpeak- 
able Privilege l—Is this what GOD has provided 
to ſupply, more than ſupply our Loſs in Alam 
Boundleſs Benignity !—Shall Ve be treated by the 
Judge of the World, as if We had performed all 
this unſinning and perfect Obedience? Well might 
the Prophet cry out, like One loſt in Aſtoniſhment, 
How great is his Goodneſs !/—How great indeed! 
Since all that the LORD FESUS did and ſuf- 

fered, was done and ſuffered, for Us Men and our 
Salvation, I imputed unto Us for Righteouſneſs || ; 
and is the Cauſe, the ſole but infinitely ſufficient 
Cauſe, of our Juſtification, 

Is not your Heart enamoured, my dear Theron, 
with a View of this incomprehenſibly rich Grace ? 


What ſo excellent, what ſo comfortable, what ſo 
defirable, 


Fe 


* Pſal. xlv. 2. + Cantic, v. 10. f John iii. 34. 
The Words in the Halic Character, 5 a Teſtimony 
from the celebrated Ar. eres » R#ccle/e Hol, B. V. 


ceeds | 


rogatin 
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- deſirable, as this Gift of a SAVIOUR's Righ- 

teouſneſs? Though delineated by this feeble Pen, 

methinks, it has Dignity and Glory enough, to 

captivate our Hearts and fire our Affections: fire 
1 them with ardent and inextinguiſhable Deſires after 
a perſonal Intereſt and Propriety in it. -O] may 
the Eternal SPIRIT reveal our RED EE ME R's 
Righteouſneſs, in all its heavenly Beauty and divine 
Luſtre! Then, I am perſuaded, We ſhall efteem 
it above every Thing; We ſhall regard it as the One 
Thing needful ; We ſhall count all Things in com- 
pariſon of it, worthleſs as the Chaff, and empty as 
the Wind. 

To a fallen and immortal Soul, every Thing elſe 
is empty as the Wind. But here Sinners may ſuck, 
and be ſatisfied with this Breaſt of Conſolation : yea, 
Millions and Thouſands of Millions may milk out, 
and be delighted with the Abundance of its Glory v. 
Here we ſhall find the Doctrine of Supererogation, 
no longer a Chimera, but a delightful Reality. 
Here indeed is an immenſe Surpluſage, an inex- 
hauſtible Fund of Merit +, ſufficient to enrich a 


whole 


* 7/a. Ixvi. 11. This Compariſon, I think, is pe- 
culiarly appoſite and fignificant. The Breaſts are pre- 
ared for the Infant, before He ſees the Light. The de- 
icious Nouriſhment which they afford, is not, in any 
Degree, of his own providing. He has no other Agency 
in the Caſe, than to imbibe the Liquor, and enjoy the 
Refreſhment. Thus it is with regard to Sinners, and 
that Righteouſneſs of their SAVIOUR, which pro- 
cures their Pardon and Acceptance; from whence pro- 

ceeds their Sanctification, and every ſpiritua; Blefling. $ 
+ Yet here 1s no rich Fund (as a learned Writer aſſerts) 
no Fund at all, for the Pope's Treaſury of meritor10u5 ſitperte 
rogating Attions : unleſs 7 HRIST and the Pepe are to 
or” bo 


| 


—_ * *— 
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whole World of indigent and miſerable Creatures. 

Sufficient to make their Cup run over with a ſuper- 
abundant Fulneſs of Peace and Joy, ſo long as Time 
ſhell laſt, and when Time ſhall he no more. For, 
to uſe. the Apoſtle's weighty Argument, F by one 
Man's Offence, Death reigned by one; much more they 
which receive Abundance of Grace, and of the Gift of 
Righteouſneſs, ſhall reign in Life by one, FESUS 
CHRIST*, Is it reaſonable, that We ſhould 
aſcribe more Power to Adam, a mere Man, m 
making Us Sinners; than to CHRIST, the 
GOD-Man, in making Us righteous? No verily. 

If one Offence, committed by one Man, made all 
his Poſterity chargeable with Guilt, and liable to 
Death, MUCH MORE ſhall the manifold Inſtances: 


of our Divine REDEEMER's Obedience, ab- 


ſolve all his People from Condemnation and Pu- 
niſhment, and intitle them to the Honours and 


Joys of Immortality. p 
Think not, that what I have written, is the Lan- 
guage of Rant. * It is a Paraphraſe, though I muſt 
confeſs, but a ſcanty Paraphraſe, on David's Prac- 
tice and David's Faith. My Mouth fhall ſhew forth 


thy Righteouſneſs and thy Salvation all the Day t, for 1 
know 


be W upon the ſame Foating ; unleſs the ineffably 
excellent Actions of JEHOV AH our Righteouſneſs, 
and the miſerably defective Duties of a Man like Our- 
ſelies, are to be deemed equally valuable. — Since this 
will hardly be admitted by Proteftants ; I believe, A/pafio 
may ſafely call the Obedience of CHRIST, The true 
Supererogation ; as Mr. Ambroſe has called the Blood of 
CHRIST, The true Purgatory. 
* Rom. v. 17. 
+ P/al. Ixxi. 15, I cannot but obſerye, that Righte- 


oufneſs and Salvation are frequently connected, by the 
Author 


Law 


gratifj 
timent 
xlv. 8. 
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know not the Numbers thereof. The ſuper-eminent 


' Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, and the great Salva- 


tion obtained thereby, He declares, ſhall be the 
choſen, the principal Subject of his Diſcourſe. Not 
on a Sabbath only, but on every Day of the Week, 
| E 4 of 


Author of the P/a/ms, and by the Prophet Jaiab. In or- 
der to intimate, that the one, is founded on the other; 
the latter derives its Origin from the former ; there can 
be no Salvation without a Righteouſneſs, a real, proper 
Law-fulflling Righteouſneſs. —At the ſame Time, I am 
ſenſible, that the Word Righteouſneſs may ſignify GOD's 
Goodneſs in making, and Faithfulneſs in performing, 
his Promiſes unto David. Salvation may likewiſe denote 
the Delivery of that afflicted Hero from all his Perſecu- 
tors, and his Eſtabliſhment on the Throne of 7/racl. 

But if We ſhould confine the Senſe within theſe narrow 
Limits, how comfortle/s the Favour even to David Him- 
ſelf, conſidered as an-immortal Being! How much more 
inſignificant to Us and others, on whom the Ends of the 
World are come! Therefore, how unworthy of that infi- 
nite G OD, who is the Father of the Spirits of all Fleſh 
who ſees, at one View, whatever is, or has been, or ſhall 
exiſt ; who, when He ſpeaks, ſpeaks to all his Children, 
in every Period of Time, and in every Nation under Hea- 


ven. (See Verſe 18.) As much as a Tutor, when deli- 


vering his Lectures, addreſſes Himſelf to all his Pupils, 
whether they fit at his Right-hand or his left, before 
Him, or on every Side. 

Whereas, if Righteouſneſs fignifies the meritorious 
Obedience of CHRIST, and Salvation implies the Be- 
nefits of his Redemption, the Senſe is no longer ſhriveled, 


impoveriſhed, and mean; but rich, ayguft, and magnifi- 


cent, It pours Conſolation among all People, Kindreds, 
and Tongues. It is worthy of that GOD, who ſeeth 
the Things, and regardeth the Perſons, which are not 
as though they were. It comports exactly with that Re- 
velation, in which CHRIST is the Alpba and Omega, 
the Beginning and the End, the Sum total. 

This Note is already too long; otherwiſe I ſhould 
gratify my Inclinatian, and give a Sanction to my Sen- 
meat, by tranſcribing Yitringa's Expoſition of Jai. 
X V, * 5 


= at * 
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of the Year, of his Life. Not barely at the ſtated 
Returns of ſolemn Devotion, but on every com- 
mon Occaſion; in every ſocial Interview, all the 
Day hng.-—Why will He thus dwell perpetually 
and invariably dwell, on this darling Theme? Be- 
cauſe, He knew not the Numbers thereof, It is im- 
poſſible to meaſure the Value, or exhauſt the Ful- 
neſs of theſe Bleſſings. The Righteouſneſs is un- 
ſpeakable, the Salvation is everlaſting. To com- 
pute the Duration of the One, Numbers fail; to 
deſcribe the Excellency of the other, Words are at 
a Loſs. | 

This will appear in a clearer Light, if, to the 
Perfection of his Obedience, We add the Majeſty 
of our SAVIOUR'”s Perſon, A proper Subject, 
for ſome future Letter. In the mean Time, let me 
deſire my Friend, the Friend of my Boſom, to con- 
template our LORD JESUS under that lovely 
and auguſt Character, GLortous in HoLinegss “. 
And for my Part, I will not ceaſe to pray, that a 
Senſe of this ſupereminently grand and precious 
Righteouſneſs may be written on my Theron's Heart, 
—On thoſe living Tables, may it be like Figures 
cut on a Rock of ſolid Marble, or inſcribed on the 
Bark of a growing Tree: be lafling in its Duration 


as the former, and ſpreading in its Influence as the 


latter. It will then be a ſure Proof, that his Name 
is written in the Book of Life; and it ſhall then be 


E moſt pleaſing Pattern for 
the Affection, 
the Gratitude, 
and the Friendſhip, of 
his A8PASIO, 
Brod. xv, 11. 
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P. S. You give a moſt aſtoniſhing Account of the 


Preſſure of the Atmoſphere. Aſtoniſhing in- 
deed ! That we ſhould be continually ſur- 
rounded, continually overwhelmed, with ſuch 
a Load of Air; quite dreadful to think upon! 
Yet not be cruſhed to death, no, nor be ſen- 
ſible of the leaſt Weight.—This, I think, may 
ſerve. to repreſent the State of a Sinner, un- 
awakened from carnal Security, Loads, more 
than mountainous Loads of Guilt, are upon his 
Soul, and He perceives not the Burden. For 
this Reaſon, He is under no Apprehenſions of 
the Vengeance and fiery Indignation, which 
He deſerves; He has no ſuperlative Eſteem 
for the Atonement and Merits of the RE- 
DEEMER, which alone can deliver Him 
from the Wrath to come. But, if once his 
Conſcience feels, what his Lips, perhaps, have 
often repeated; © We do earneſtly repent Us 
& of theſe our Miſdoings; the Remembrance 
& of them is grievous unto us, the Burden of 
« them is intolerable ;** then how will He 
« prize ſuch a Text: The LORD laid on 
CHRIST the Iniquity of Us all! How will 
He long for an Intereſt in the LAMB of 
GOD, which taketh away the Sin of the World 
Then, that FESUS who has finiſhed the 
Tranſgreſſion, and brought in everlaſiing Righ- 


teouſneſs, will be all his Salvation, and all his 
Deſire, 
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LETTER: VIII. 


ASPASIO 10 THE RON. 


Drunk 


HAVE juſt been reading that ide fine 
Piece of ſacred Hiſtory, The Life of Foſeph. A 
Hiſtory—illuminated with a Variety of ſurprifing 
Incidents, and unexpected Revolutions —ennobled 


with the moſt heroic Inſtances of triumphant Vir- 


tue, both amidſt the Allurements of Temptation, 
and under the Preſſures of Affliction animated with 
ſuch tender and pathetic, ſuch melting and alarm- 
ing Touches of natural Eloquence, as every Rea- 
der muſt feel, and every true Critic will admire. 
When I came to that remarkable Injunction, 


with which the generous Viceroy diſmiſſed his Bre- 
thren; Te /ball tell my Father of all my Glory in 


Egypt. ] pauſed —I pondered — I was ſtruck. 


Certainly, this was enjoined, not by way of Oſten- 


tation; but on Account of the Pleaſure, which, 
He knew, it would yield the good old Patriarch. —- 


* Was it ſome kind prompting Angel, or the Voice 


of Gratitude and Devotion, that whiſpered in my 
Ear? „ Should not the Children of Men likewiſe 
« tell one another of all the Glory +, which their 

RE- 


* Gen. xlv. 13. 
+ To fee the Glory , CHRIST, is the grand Bleſſing, 
which our LORD ſolicits and demands for his Di- 
ciples, 
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«< REDEEMER poſſeſſes in Heaven and on 
« Earth? Will not this afford them the ſublimeſt 
« Pleaſure Here, and be a Source of the moſt re- 
ce fined Satisfaction for ever and ever?“ 

Though I had almoſt determined to write no 
more, till You could make a Demand, upon the 
Foot of Value received; willingly I recede from my 
intended Reſolution, and obey this pleaſing Hint. 
But who can declare the noble Atts of the LORD 
JESUS CHRIST, or fhew forth all his Praiſe? 
— However, if I may but %% out his adorable 
Name, and preſent my Friend with a Glimpſe, or a 
broken View of his divine Perfections, even this will 
be deſirable and delightful, Far more deſirable and 


- delightful, than to behold Rome in its Magnificence, 


St. Paul in the Pulpit, or King Solomon on his 
Throne “. 


Let 


ciples, in his laſt ſolemn Interceſſion, John xvii. 24. It 
is that, which will complete the Bleſſedneſs of Heaven; 
and fill ts Inhabitants with Joy unſpeakable and glorious. 
Surely, then, We ſhould endeavour to anticipate, in 
ſome Degree, that celeſtial Bliſs ; and habituate our Souls 
to this ſacred Exerciſe, which will be our Buſineſs and 
our Reward to endleſs Apes. : 

Should the Reader deſire Aſſiſtance in this important 
Work, I would refer Him to a little 'Treatiſe of Dr. 
Owen's, intitled, Meditations on the Glory f CHRIST .— 
"Tis little in Size, not ſo in Value. Was I to ſpeak of 
it, in the claſſical Style, I ſhould call it aureus, gemmeng, 
mellitus. ButT would rather ſay, it is richly repleniſhed 
with that Un&#ion from the HOLY ONE, which tends to 
enlighten the Eyes, and chear the Heart; which ſweetens 
the Enjoyments of Life, ſoftens the Horrors of Death, 
and prepares for the Fruitions of Eternity. 


* Theſe, if I remember right, are the three Things, 
which St. Auguſtine declared, would, beyond all others, 
molt eminently gratify his Curigſity. 
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Let me take the Lark for my Pattern; which, as 
J was lately returning from an Evening Ramble, 
attracted my Obſervation.— Warbling her CRE A- 
TOR's Praiſe, ſhe mounted in the ſerene Sky. Still 
ſhe warbled, and ſtill ſhe mounted, as though ſhe 
meant to carry -her Tribute of Harmony unto the 
very Gates of Heaven, Having reached, at laſt, 
her higheſt Elevation, and perceiving Herſelf. at an 
immenſe Diſtance from the ſtarry Regions, ſhe 
dropped on a ſudden to the Earth ; and diſcontinued, 


at once, both to ſing, and to ſoar. Now the Morn- 


ing appears, and is awakening the World, our little 


Songſter retunes her Throat, and re-exerts her . 


Wings. —As I have endeavoured, very imperfectly 
endeayoured, to ſtrike out a ſhadowy Draught of 
our LORD's complete Obedience; I would, 
though abſolutely unequal to the Taſk, once more 
reſume my Pen, and attempt — what would I at- 
tempt ?—nothing like a Diſplay, but only a faint 
Sketch of his perſonal Dignity. Such as may juſt 
ſerve to demonſtrate, that the Man of Nazareth is 
the GOD of Heaven. 


Firſt let me obſerve, that for ſome Time paſt, 
We have been viſited with the moſt uncomfortable 
Weather; dewleſs Nights, and ſultry Days. The 
Firmament was more like a glowing Furnace, than 
the Region of refreſhing Rain. — The Earth lay 
parched with Thirſt, and chapped with Heat. The 
Meadows were drained of their Humidity, and all 
the Flowers hung their fading Heads, —The Streams, 
which uſed to flow parallel with the verdant Margin, 


abandoned their Banks. Diminiſhed and diſco- 


loured, they ſunk to the very Bottom of their oozy 
| Chan- 
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Channels.—Nature in general ſeemed to be refign- 
ing the © Robe of Beauty, for the Garment of Hea- 
« yineſs,” Drought was in all our Borders; and 
Famine, We feared, was not far behind. —Clouds 
of Duſt, obſcured the Air; tarniſhed the Hedges ; 
and almoſt ſmothered the Traveler. But pot one 


Cloud of fleecy White appeared, to variegate the blue 


Expanſe, or give Us Hopes of a reviving Shower . 
It reminded me of that awful Threatening, de- 
nounced by Moſes on a wicked People ; The Heaven, 
that is over thy Head, ſhall be Braſs; and the Earth, 
that is under Thee, ſhall be Iron . It made me ap- 
prehenſive of that terrible State, which the Prophet 
ſo emphatically deſcribes; The Field is waſted, and 
the Land mourneth. The Seed is rotten under the Clads, 
and the Harve/t periſpetb. The Garners are laid deſo- 
late, and the Barns are broken dawn.—The new Wine 
is dried up; the Oil languiſheth ; and all the Trees of 
the Field are withered. — How do the Beaſts groan ! The 
Herds of Cattle are perplexed. Yea, the Flacks of Sheep 
are made deſolate. Becauſe the Rivers of Waters are 
dried up, and the Fire hath devoured the Paſtures of the 
Wilderneſs t.—But, bleſſed be the Divine PRO- 
VIDENCE, our Fears are vaniſhed, and a moſt 
joyful Change has taken place. The LORD 
| hath 


— 


* At ſuch a Juncture, how pertinent is the Queſtion 
propoſed by the Almighty MAJESTY ? Feb xxxviii. 
37, 38. Who can number, muſter or arrange, the Clouds in 
Wiſdom So as to have them ready at Hand, on any 
Emergency. And whocan empty thoſe Bottles of Heaven, 
in copious but ſeaſonable Effuſions upon the Earth? 
hen, as in the Caſe deſcribed above, the Duft of the 
Roads is aitenuated into Powder prwb pra and the Clods 
of the Valley are glued faſt together pa 


+ Deut. xxviii. 23. t Joel. i .to, c. 
2 
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hath ſent a graciaus Rain upon his Inheritance, and re- 
Freſbed it, when it was weary *. 

Veſterday in the Afternoon, the Wind ſhifting to 
the South, rouſed the dormant Clouds, and brought 


ſome of thoſe agreeable Strangers on its Wings.— 2 Hea 
At firſt, they came failing in ſmall, and thin, and 8 the 
_ ſcattered Parties. Anon, the flying Squadrons ad- 4 pliar 
vanced in larger Detachments, more cloſely wedged, py licitt 
and more deeply laden. Till at laſt, the great Ren- * baws 
dezvous completed, they formed into a Body of ſuch T 
Depth, and extended their Wings with ſuch a Sweep, The 
as darkened the Sun, and overſpread the whole F rey 
Hemiſphere. au 
Juſt at the Cloſe of Day, the Gales which eſcorted my 
the ſpongy Treaſures, retired; and refigned their - 
BE 2 
| living 
* 1 N 
P/al. lxviii. 9. The Original is remarkably bold, 4 P 
beautiful, and expreſſive. It expreſſes not only the 4 
Thing done, but the Manner of doing it; not barely emer; 
the Act of ſending Rain, but that very peculiar Manner, abroa 
in which the Bleſſing is ſent. So that the Reader is both Splen 
informed of the Event, and has it exhibited, as it were, and 6 
in a Picture before his Eyes. 1 
The Word ſignifies to itil, as the Honey- comb drops but h 
its delicious Juices. It ſignifies alſo to move to and fro, tion c 
from one Side to another, as the Prieſt moved the Wave- 
offering towards the four Corners of Heaven.—p2n , T 
Thou ate out, or cauſeſt to diftil : denoting the gentle X . 
and gradual Fall. Thou waweft, or diſperſeſt abroad: 0 G! 
denoting the wide, the univerſal Diſtribution, of this 77 
moſt valuable Gift.— N wa Rain of Liberalitiet. 7 
Which implies the moſt copious Effuſion, and the moſt : 
extenſive Benefits. The Effuſion /o copious, that there is 
enough to ſupply every Spot; to ſaturate every Soil; and 
fink to the very Roots of every Vegetable. The Benefits * T 
Jo extenſive, that they gladden every Animal; they che- PIECE, 
Tiſh every Plant; they fertilize and exhilarate all Nature, ſeriptiv 
They are therefore, what no Language fo happily ex- 1 Kirks as 


preſſes as the Hebrew, Rain of Liberalities. 
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Charge to the Diſpoſal of a profound Calm. Not a 
Breeze ſhook the moſt tremulous Leaf. Not a Curl 
ruffled the ſmooth expanſive Lake, All Things 
were ſtill, as in attentive Expectation. The Ruſſet 
Heath, and the ſlippery Lawn, ſeemed to gaſp after 
the hovering Mojſture. Nature, with all her ſup- 
pliant Tribes, in expreflive pleading Silence, ſo- 
licited the falling Fruitfulneſs. Nor. pleaded long, 
nor ſolicited in vain. | 

The Showers, gentle, ſoft, and balmy,. deſcend. 
The Veſſels of Heaven unload their precious 
Freight, and enrich the impoveriſhed Glebe. The 
3 hquid Sweetneſs, which is incomparably more be- 
T neficial than trickling Silver, diſtils. Through all 
3 the Night, it diſtils; and cools the torrid Air; and 


tl mal 
4 4 — 


f revives the languiſhing Earth; and cheriſhes every 
7 living Thing. | F 
| 6 Now the Sun, mild and refulgent, iſſues through 
p ® the Portals of the Eaſt. Pleaſed, as it were, to have 
* emerged from the late Abyſs of Darkneſs, He looks 
; abroad with peculiar Gaiety, and the moſt engaging 
" Splendors. He looks through the diſburdened Air, 
, and finds a gladdened World, that wants nothing 
. but his all-chearing Beams, to render its Satisfac- 
„ = tion complete, 

> The Glory comes — Hail to thy riſing Ray, 

: = Great Lamp of Light, and ſecond Source of Day ! 
s 1 Who robe the World, each nipping Gale remove, 

Mt : 4 Treat every Senſe, and beam creating Love *, 

is 4 | At 
id BH ; | 

es + Theſe beautiful Lines are borrowed from the Sz a- 
e- PIECE, Canto IV. A parratory, phiigſepbhical, and de- 
© ie Poem, wiitten by my ingenious Friend, Dre 


Kirkpatrick, 
I 
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At his auſpicious Approach, the freſhened Moun- 
tains lift their Heads, and ſmile. The Garden opens 
its aromatic Stores; and breathes, as from a fuming 
Altar, Balm to the Smell, and Incenſe to the Skies. 
The little Hills, crowned with ſpringing Plenty, 
clap their Hands on every Side. The moiſtened 
Plains, and irriguous Valleys, laugh and fing. 
While their Waters, lately exhauſted, again are 
made deep, and their Rivers run lite Oil *. 

The whole Earth, ſaturated with the Bounty of 
Heaven, and fluſhed with humid Life, wears a thou- 
ſand Marks of Gratitude and Complacency. Waſhed 
by the copious Rain, how bright and vivid is the 
univerſal Verdure | The green Carpet below, may 
almoſt vie with the blue Canopy above . — The Fo- 
reſt, and every Tree, burniſh their Colours, and 
array themſelves in their fineſt Apparel. Which as 
on a Day of general Feſtivity, is delicately decked 
with Gems. From every Paſture, and from all the 
Grove, the Voice of Pleaſure and of Melody re- 
ſounds. While the officious Zephyrs waft the 
floating Harmony, blended with native Perfumes ; 
gently waft them to the Senſes, and touch the very 
Soul with Tranſport. 

Could there be a more brilliant Appearance, or 
more exuberant Demonſtrations of Joy, even to 
celebrate the Anniverfary of Nature's Birth? With 
what admirable Propriety has the P/almit compared 
yonder orient Sun, in all his ſparkling Grandeur, to 
a young exulting Bridegroom t; who comes forth, 


with every heightened Ornament from his Cham- 
= 


| * Ezek. xxxii. 14. 
+ Tvooulor Sammy rag n vn, We, beter der, Andes bes 
ww wpaiw.* Chry ſoſt. in Gen. 
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ber, to ſhew Himſelf in the moſt diſtinguiſhed Period 
of his Life, and to receive the Bleſſing which con- 


ſummates his Happineſs ! 

This moſt charming and equally majeſtic Scene, 
recals to my Memory that fine Deſcription! of the 
MESSIAH, extant in the laſt lovely Strains of 
the Ifraelitiſh Swan HE fhall be welcome and 
ſalutary as the Light. of the Morning; when the Sun 
ariſeth, to chaſe the malignant Shades, and pour 
Day through the reviving World. He ſhall} be as 


the Light of a Morning, that is moſt ſerenely fair ; 
without either Storms to diſturb, or Clouds to ob- 
ſcure the glorious, the delightful Dawn. Vea, his 
Appearance ſhall be more beautiful, and his Influ- 
ences more beneficial t, than the clear Shining of that 

| grand 


* Iſraelitiſb Swan—That is, David, ſo called by A 
paſio, in Alluſion to thoſe well-known Lines of the Poet, 


Malia Dircaum lævat Aura C Ygnum. 


And not without a Reference to the popular Notiog, chit 
the Swan ſings the moſt melodious Notes in its laſt Mo- 
ments. Fuit hec facundi Senis guaſi Cygnea Vox. TULLY. . 

+ More beautiful, more beneficial, than the clear Shining, 
2 Sam. xxiii. 4.— [hus We have ventured to tranſlate, 
or rather to paraphraſe, the Words aud. That the 
Prefix often occurs in the comparative Acceptation, and 
conveys the Idea of Pre-eminence, 1s plain from P/al. xix. 
10. Where our inſpired Author, quite raviſhed with the 
Love of the ſacred Oracles, declares ; They are deſirable 
beyond Gold, even beyond much fine Gold; they are feet 
beyond Honey, and the Droppings of the Honey-comb.— That 
the Adjective, which ſhould expreſs this Pre-eminence, 
1s ſometimes omitted, and to be ſupplied from the Con- 
text, is equally plain from Jai. x. 10. Where the 2 


Hrian Monarch, bogſting of his Conqueſts, ſays; As my 


Hand hath ſubdued the Kingdoms of the Idols, even the 
whoſe graven Imageſ cw mn'PDD were more reput- 
able and excellent au thoſe of Feruſalem. 

F a If 
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grand Luminary, efter a Night of ſettled Gloom, 
and Showers of inceſſant Rain. 
ſhed animating Warmth, and vital Luftre, on the 
tender Graſs impearled with Dews, and on all the 
green Treaſures of the teeming Earth, 


As we have already contemplated the bleſſed 

ESUS, under the amiable Character of the 
JUST ONE; the foregoing Paſſage of Scripture 
exhibits Him to our Faith, in the more majeſtic 
Quality of THE LORD OF GLORY.— 
Or rather, unites the two grand Peculiarities, which 
render Him unparalleled in his perſonal, and all-juffi- 
cient in his mediatorial Capacity, 

- Great, unſpeakably great and glorious would 
our SAVIOUR appear; if We had no other 
Manifeſtations of his Excellency, than thoſe which 
preceded his myſterious Incarnation.—In the antient 
Scriptures, He ſtands characterized, as the ſupreme 
Object of GOD's ineffable Complacency ; veſted 
with a Glory, prior to the Birth of Time, or the 
Exiſtence of Things; even the Glory, which He had 


with the FATHER, before the World was —He 
| is 


* 


If this Senſe is admitted, We have a fine Compariſon, 
and a grand Advance upon it. Diſplaying with the ut- 
rooſt Strength of Sentiment and Imagery—at the ſame 
Time, acknowledging the 1n/ufficiency of the ſtrongeſt 
Sentiments and brighteſt Image, adequately to diſplay 
of CHRIST's Kingdom, the Benignity of 
his Adminiſtration, and the Bleſſings of his Grace. 
Should the Tranſlation appear too free and daring, and 
not approve itſelf to the exact Critic; the Senſe, how- 
ever, is unqueſtionably juſt: agreeable to the whole Te- 
nour of Scripture ;. and can want no Recommendation to 


the intelligent Chriftian. __ 
1 1 * John xvii. 5. 
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is evety where repreſented, as the ultimate Deſire, 


and the only Hope, of all the Ends of the Earth ; 
the Seed, of ineſtimable and univerſal Importance, 
in whom all Nations ſhould be bleſſed.—In thoſe 
royal, or rather divine Acts and Monuments, He is 
recognized, as The RULER of GOD's Peo- 
ple : Whoſe Dominion is an everlaſting Dominion, 
and his Kingdom from Generation to Generation, 
—How auguſt, how venerable, is this SOVE- 
REIGN! Since it was the higheſt Honour of the 
moſt eminent Saints, and renowned Monarchs “, 
to act as his Harbingers. The Splendor of the 
Temple, the Richneſs of its Ornaments, and the 
Solemnity of its Services, were the Enſigns of his 
Grandeur; were his ſacred Regalia, intended to 
uſher Him into the World with becoming State. 
Sacrifices, inſtituted and ufed, almoſt from the 
Foundation of the World, give Us very exalted 
Apprehenſions of CHRIST. who is the bright, 
the polar Star, to which all thoſe Needles invariably 
pointed. Should We ſee Galleries built, Avenues 
opened, Paſſages hung with Scarlet and Embroidery, 


in order to introduce ſome great Perſonage to the 


Obſervation of the Public. If theſe Preparations 
had been made, with inceſſant Aſſiduity, for four 
F 2 Months 


* Mofes, for Inſtance, and Joſhua, David and Solomon, 


| were Types, ſtrongly marked Types, of our great 


LAWGIVER and DELIVERER, of our Divine 
RULER and PREACHER. But None prefigured 
the bleſſed FESUS more eminently than Melchi/edek. 
His Name {ſignifies Righteouſneſs, and his City ſignifies 
Peace. In both which Reſpects, He typefied that bleſſed 
and only Potentate ; who is the LORD our Righteoufe 


neſs, and who hath made our Peace by the Blood of his 
Croſs. 


£ 
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Months only, how high an Idea ſhould We form, 
concerning the expected Stranger? What then muſt | 


- We think of that MESSIAH; the Dignity of 


his Perſon, and the Greatneſs of his Work ? For 
whoſe Coming Preparation was made, by a grand 
Train of Sacrifices and coſtly Rites, through the 
long, long Space of four thouſand Tears! On whom 
the Attention of Mankind was fixed, ever ſince the 
Fall of Adam; and for whom was all the Expecta- 
tion of the People of GOD, in every Age of the 
World. —Should We not think Him worthy to be 
(what the Jews reckoned their Temple and Sacri- 
fices) the Excellency of our Strength ; the Joy of our 
Glory; and the Defire of our Eyes * 

Every inſpired Prophet was his Herald; deputed 
to blazon his Perfections, or foretel his Coming; 
to give Us a Pourtrait of his Perſon, a Diſplay of 
his Offices, or a Detail of his Benefits. Let Us 
hear one, ſpeaking the Sentiments of all, -GOD 
the SAVIOUR came from Teman, and the HOLY 
ONE from Mount Paran. His Glory covered the 
Heavens, and the Earth was full of his Praiſe +. 

Thunders 


* Ezek. xxiv. 21. 25, 

+ See Habak. iii. The greateſt Part of which ſublime 
Ode, refers to the wonderful Works, recorded by Mo/cs 
and Joſhua. It ſeems, eſpecially in the Exordium, to 
be an Imitation of that majeſtic Deſcription, with which 
the Jewiſh Legiſlator introduces his laſt ſolemn Benedic- 
tion, Deut. xxxiii.— Theſe Works are by 4/pa/io aſcribed 
to CHRIST. And, I think, it is demonſtrably cer- 
tain, that FESUS CHRIST is the JEHOVAH 
celebrated in the Books of Meſes, and in the Writings of 
the Prophets. It is CHRIST, who dwelt in the burn- 
ing Buſh, and walked in the burning fiery Furnace, It 
is CHRIST, who wrought the Miracles in Egypt, and 
the Wonders in the Field of Zoan. The temporal De- 
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Thunders ſounded his Trumpet, and the Light- 
nings waved his Banners. Before Him went the 
Pefiilence, for the Deſtruction of his Enemies; but 
for the Deliverance of Jſrael, He rode upon his Horſes 
and Chariots of Salvation. The Mountains ſaw Him, 
and they trembled ; the everlaſting Hills, and they bowed 
their Heads. The Abyſs uttered her Voice, and ac- 
knowledged his Sovereignty through her deepeſt Ca- 
verns; the towering Surges * lifted up their Hands, 
| #.2 and 


Iiverer, and the eternal REDEEMER of T7/-azl, are 
one and the ſame. He is that Captain of the Hoſts of the 
LORD, who gave the Nations as Dutt to their Sword, 
and as driven Stubble to their bow, Fob. v. 14.— He is 
that mighty One, who puniſhed, the ſtout Heart of the King 
of Mria; who cut down the Thickets of his Foreſt, and 
lopped his Bough with Terror, Jai. x. 34. He gave 
MoJes his Commiſſion ; gave Maſes his Law; and was 
both the LORD, and the End, of that ſacred, fignih- 
cn myſterious Oeconomy, Heb. iii. 3, 4, 5. Heb. xii. 
26. 
It may be a delightful and profitable Employ, to ex- 
amine the Harmony of the Old and New Teſtament, on 
this grandeſt of all Truths. We ſhall diſcover many in- 
fallible Proofs of our L ORD's divine Nature, if We 
compare the Paſſages one with another. Obſerving how 
the Things, which, by the Apoſtles, are moſt expreſly 
aſcribed to CHRIST; are celebrated, by the Prophets, 
as the peculiar Attributes, incommunicable Perfections, 
of the only true GOD.—By Way of Sample, I take 
Leave to ſelect the following Texts; each aſſociated with 
his Mate, or correſponding Portion of Scripture. Marr. 
Ill. 3. Lai. xl. 3.—Jobn x11. 41. Jai. vi. 1, 2, 3.—Rom. 
xiv. 10, 11. Vai. xlv. 22, 23.—1 Cor. i. 31. Fer. ix. 
23, 24.—1 Cor. x. 9. Numb. xxi. 6, DOES. Iv. 7, 8. 
Pal, Ixviii. 17, 18.—Heb. i. 6. P/al. xcvii. 7.—Heb. i. 
8, 9. P/al. xlv. 6, 7.—Heb. i. 10, 11, 12. P/al. cii. 25, 
25, 27.—Rev. 1.8, 11. Jai. lxi. 4. Lai. Ixiv. 6. Excd. 


Il. 14. 
en which, I think, is put in Oppoſition to n 
and forms a beautiful Contraſt, Ver. 10, 
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and remained in a ſuſpended Poſture, while his Peo- 
ple paſſed through their opening Lines. —Indeed, 
both Depth, and Height, and every Creature, have 
paid Him Homage, and done Him Service. - And 
ſhall not We, my dear Theron, ſubmit to his Righte- 
ouſneſs * Submit! Shall We not embrace it; rely 
on it; and, with Joyful Hearts, with triumphant 
Tongues, ſay, There is none, there is nothing, lite 
** 

Does not all Mankind agree to eſtimate the 7 
rit of the Practice, according to the Dignity of 
Perſon? If a Neighbour of inferior Rank, viſit deine 
poor afflicted Wretch, in a coarſe Garret, and on a 
tattered Bed; it is no very extraordinary Favour. 
But if a Lady of the firſt Diſtinction, or a Noble- 
man of the higheſt Order, perform the ſame Office ; 
it is a much more remarkable, a much more admired 
Inſtance of ſelf-denying Charity. On the Foot of 
this Calculation, to what ſupereminent Height will 
the Worthineſs of our LORD's Obedience riſe ! 


It will riſe, like ſome magnificent Edifice, whoſe 


Baſis refts upon the Center ; whoſe Dimenſions fill 


the Hemiſphere ; and whoſe Turrets glitter in the 


Sky. Or rather, it will extend itſelf to Immenſity; 
where Length, and Breadth, and all Dimenſions are 
loſt, Eſpecially, if We conſider— The Names, He 
bears; and the Honours, He receives—the Yorks, 
He has done; and thoſe mightiey Works, He is 


appointed to do. 


The Names, He bears. — The Title, by which 
JESUS of Nazareth is diſtinguiſhed in the hea- 
venly World; the Name written on his Veſture, 


and 


* 1 Sam. xxi. 9, 
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and on his Thigh, is KING of Kings, and LORD 
of Lords *,—The Deſcription, which the incompre- 
henſible JEHOVAH gives of the Surety for ſin- 
ful Men, runs in this exalted Strain ; The Man that 
is MY FELLOW +. Which the Apoſtle ex- 
plains, in that memorable and majeſtic Clauſe ; H 
thought it no Robbery to be equal with GOD }.—T he 

: \ 34-4; HOLY 


*. Rev. xix. 16. 

+ Zech. xiti, 7. *Twoy Contribulis vel Corqualis. = 
Fellow, or my Egral.— The original Expreſſion occurs flo 
where, but in this Verſe of Zechariah, and in tht Book 
of Leviticus, In one Text it is explained by Brother, or 
Partaker of the ſame Nature. In every other Place, I 
believe, it will be found to fignify, not barely a Neigh- 
bour, but an Equal; one who ſtands upon the ſame Le- 
vel, with regard to the Claims of Equity, and the com- 
mon Rights of Life. —-In either Senſe, it militates ſtrongly 
for the Divinity of our LORD FESUS CHRIST. © 

t Phil. ii. 6. Some Writers, I am aware, have endea- 
voured to interpret away this Evidence of our LORD's 
Divine Nature. But I think with great Injury to the 
Context, and no leſs Violence to the Phraſe. 

Apa, as far as I can obſerve, denotes, not the 
Prize or Spoil, but the Ad of plundering or taking the 
Spoil ; Ia rapiendi Acbio. Vid. STEPH, T heſ. Gree. Ling. 
If ſo, the Text moſt naturally implies, that CHRIST 
counted it no Act of Robbery ; No Invaſion of Another's ' 
Perogative ; but looked upon it as his unqueſtionable 
Right, to be egual with GOD, and to receive all Divine 
Honours,—Nevertheleſs (a>), Rom. v. 14.) He was ſo 
far from tenaciouſly inſiſting upon, that He willingly re- 
linquiſhed the Claim. He was content to forego the 
magnificent Diſtinctions of the CREATOR, and to 
appear in the Form of a Creature. Nay, to be made 
in the Likeneſs of the fallen Creatures; and not only to 
ſhare the Diſgrace, but to ſuffer the Puniſhment, due to 
the meaneft and vile among them all.—An Example of 
Humility, worthy to be diſplayed by the Eloquence of 
an Apoſtle, or the Tongue of an Archangel! Worthy 
to be the everlaſting Pattern, and the everlaſting Praiſe 
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HOLY GHOST, ſpeaking of the Virgin's 
Son, enumerates ſeveral grand Diſtinctions, both 
of his Perſon, and his Office. He ſtyles the Child, 
that ſhould be born, The WONDERFUL 
COUNSELLOR, the EVERLASTING 
FATHER, the MIGHTY GOD, he 
PRINCE OF PEACE *;—The fame in- 
ſpired Writer, though eloquent above all, Orators, 
and more ſublime than the loftieſt Poet, cries out 
in rapturous Aſtoniſhment ; Mho can declare his Ge- 
ueration ?? What Pencil can paint, what Language 
can 


of all Believers, —But an Example, infinitely depretiated, 
if We ſuppoſe its great Author, to be nothing more. than 
a ** of Exiſtence; for all his Qualifications a Debtor; 
nay, borrowing Leave even 70 be. | 


However Apraſu®- be tranſlated, the Streſs of the Ar- 


gument, 1 apprehend, lies upon the Word wa, If this 
1ignifies a real and proper Equality, the Proof ſeems, to 
me at leaſt, irrefragable.— How ſhall We determine the 
exact Significancy of this important Word ? By having 


recourſe to Homer's Works, or to Heathen Authors? This, 


in caſe the ſacred Writers will decide the Queſtion, would 
be like going from Feruſalem to Athens for the Solution of 
a religious Doubt, even while the College of Apoſtles is 
aſſembled at the former City. —The Word occurs five or 
fix Times in heir Writings. They uſe it, it is true, in 
the adjective Form. But the Adjective is very ſuffi- 
cient to ſettle the Signification of the Adyerb. If I 
know the Meaning of cg, I ſhall be at no Loſs to un- 
derſtand the Import of wa —See Matt. xx. 12. Luke vi. 
34. Jobn v. 18. As xi. 17. Rev. xxi. 16. In all which 

laces it expreſſes,” not a bare Reſemblance or Likeneſs 
only, but a real and proper Equality, As Milton ſpeaks 


of CHRIST, alluding to this. Paiſage, and finely illuſ- 


trating its Senſe ; ' 
— Thron'd in higheſt Bliſs, 
Equal to GOD, and Equally enjoying 

Godlike Fruition. Nur 

"A Ia. ix. 6. | 


+ Iſa. liii. 8. 
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can expreſs, his matchleſs Excellencies? And may 
We not with equal Propriety demand; Who. can 
declare the meritorious Perfection of bl Righte- 
ouſneſs? It is precious beyond Compariſon : beyond 
Imagination. 


The Honours which our LORD receives, are 
proportioned to the illuſtrious Characters, which He 
ſuſtains. —Fohn the Baptiſt, than whom a greater 
Prophet, or a better Judge, was not born of Wo- 
man, profeſſes Himſelf unworthy, to /toop down and 
unlooſe the Latchet of his Shoes : unworthy, though 
a burning and ſhining Light in his Generation, to 


perform the meaneſt Service to this PRINCE of 


Heaven.—Stephen, who leads the Van in the noble 
Army of Chriſtian Martyrs, beheld ſuch a Repre- 
ſentation of his crucified MAS TER's Glory; as 
enabled Him to exult with divine Delight, even 
amidſt the furious Aſſaults of his Perſecutors, and 
under the inſupportable Blows of his Murderers +, 
Aſſured, that JESUS has all Power in Heaven 
and Earth, by an Act of the moſt ſolemn Worſhip, 
He commits his departing Soul (that unſpeakably im- 
portant Truſt!) to the omnipotent Hand of his 
REDEEMER j.—Nor by the firſt Martyr alone, 
but in all Churches of the Saints, and in every Age 


of Chriſtianity, has the LORD FESUS been 


addreſſed, as the conſtant Object of his People's 
Adoration ; and acknowledged, as the ever faithful 
Depoſitary of their eternal Intereſts. 

When T/aiah beheld a viſionary Manifeſtation of 
CHRI ST |, the firſt-born Sons of Light were 


waiting 


* Mark 1. 7. + Acts vii. 56. t Acts vii. 59. 
| 1/a. vi. 1, 2, Cc, compared with John xii. 41. 


99 ASPASTO TO THERON, LET. 8. 
waiting around Him, in Poſtures of dutiful Submiſ- 
ſion. Theſe celeſtial Beings, whoſe very Feet are 
too bright for Mortals to view, veiled their Faces 
before his infinitely ſuperior Effulgence. The Se- 
raphs, who are all Zeal and all Love, celebrate his 
Perfections, and cried one to another, The whole 
Earth is full of his Glory. —And is not Heaven alſo 
filled with his Glory? Does not Heaven likewiſe 
reſound with his Praiſe? The beloved Diſciple, in 
a Viſion no leſs clear and far more magnificent, be- 
holds the LAMB. that was ſlain, ſtanding in the 
midſt of a reſplendent Throne. Which is moſt beau- 
tifully adorned with a circling Rainbow, and ter- 
ribly dignified, by the Blaze of Lightnings; and 
awfully ſurrounded, with Peals of Thunder. Be- 
fore this auguſt Throne, and at the Diſpoſal of the 


once flaughtered SAVIOUR, are ſeven Lamps of 


burning Fire; expreſſive of the DIVINE SPL 
RIT, in all the Variety of his miraculous Gifts, 
and ſanctifying Graces T. Four and twenty Elders, 
clothed in white Raiment, with Crowns on their 
Heads, and the Harps of GOD in their Hands, 
fall proſtrate in deepeſt Homage before the LAMB, 
They ſtrike the golden Strings, and ſing that ſub- 
lime euchariſtic-Hymn ; Thou art worthy to take the 
Book, and to open the Seals thereof: for thou waſt ſlain, 


and haſt redecmed Us to GOD by thy Blood, out f 


every Kindred, and Tongue, and People, and Nation ; 


and haſt made Us, unto our GOD, Kings and 
Prięſts +. 


Bebold the Hierarchies of Angels: they are in 
Number ten thouſand _ ten thouſand—AII are 
Children of the King immottal, and each is brighter 

* than 


* Rev. iv. 5, . + Rev, v. 9, 10. 
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than the Morning Star.—Hark ! They raiſe their 
Voices, and awaken all the Powers of Harmony, 
Hoſannas, loud and rapturous, fill the eternal 
Regions. Do You enquire ; Ibo is the Cauſe of 


this ſacred Jubilee, and what is the Burden of this 


celeſtial Song? The very Perſon We are extolling, 
and the very Doctrine We would eſtabliſh, Worthy, 
they cry, worthy is the LAMB that was ſlain, to 
receive Power, and Riches, and Wiſdom, and Strength, 
and Honour, and Bleſſing. Nor theſe alone, but 
every Creature which is in Heaven, and on the 
Earth, and under the Earth, and ſuch as are in the 
Sea, join the immenſe Chorus. In ſweet reſpon- 
ſive Strains of Melody and Devotion, they ſing and 
ſpeak Praiſes to IMMANUEL: Bleſſmg, and 
Honour, and Glory, and Power, be unto Him that 
ſitteth upon the Throne, and unto the LAMB far ever 
and ever *. 

This, You obſerve, is the devout Acknowledg- 
ment, not only of the Cherubim, the Seraphim, 
and the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, but of 
every Creature.—T he Sun, the Moon, and the Stars, 
which garniſh the Heavens —Beaſts and creeping 
Things, Mountains and Hills, fruitful Trees and 
all Cedars, which repleniſh the Earth—Metals and 
Minerals, Gems and Foſſils, the ſubterraneous Riches 
of Nature, or Things which are ander the Earth— 
Even all thoſe Objects, which my Theron lately con- 
templated, do, each in a proper Way, magnify the 
LORD JESUS. They bear witneſs to his 
Power, as their CREATOR; they are ſubſer- 
vient to his Deſigns, as our MEDIATOR; and, 
in this Manner, they all glorify his holy Name, 


Under 


Rev. v. 11, 12, 13. 


of their Words, nwn 12850 
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Under ſuch Views of the bleſſed REDEEMER, 
enlarged and elevated even to Aſtoniſhment, is it poſ- 


ſible to over-rate the Worth of his Obedience? Is it 
_ poſſible to lay too much Streſs on his expiatory Sa- 


crifice, or aſcribe to much Efficacy to his vicarious 
Righteouſneſs. J 


f 


To the Honours, which He receives, let Us add 


the Worts which He has done. By theſe, in the 


Days of his Fleſh, were diſplayed the Greatneſs of 
his Glory, and the Magnificence of his Majeſty. 
Behold ! fays the Almighty FATHER. A 
Servant; He who condeſcends to become my Ser- 
vant in the matchleſs Work of Redemption; Hall 
deal prudently, ſhall conduct Himſelf with all the 
Dignity and all the Sanctity of Wiſdom. In con- 
ſequence of which, He ſhall be exalted, be extolled, 
and be very high *.—The Paraphraſe of the Jewiſh 
Commentators on this beautiful Climax is, though 
inadequate, not contemptible. The MESSIAH, 
« they ſay, ſhall be higher than Abraham, more il- 


„ Juſtrious than Moſes, and exalted above the An- 


“ gels of Light, even above the prime Miniſters + of 
Heaven.“ —W hat follows, is an Attempt to ren- 
der this Expoſition ſomewhat leſs defective. 

Here, could You open my Chamber-door, and 
throw a Glance upon your Friend, you would find 
Him in the ſame Attitude, and under the ſame 
Perplexity, which were formerly obſerved in Pho- 
cion. Sitting one Day, amidſt an Aſſembly of the 
People, and preparing to make a public Oration, 

He 


* Ifa. lit. 13. 
+ Prime Miniſters, this is almoſt a literal Tranſlation 
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He appeared uncommonly thoughtful. Being aſked 
the Reaſon * I am conſidering, ſaid He, bow?I 
« may ſhorten, what I ſhall have Occaſion to ſpeak.” 
The Compaſs of my Subject, would demand 
many Volumes; whereas, the Limits of my Letter, 
will allow but a few Paragraphs. 

Our LORD gave Sight to the Blind. He 
poured Day upon thoſe hopeleſs and benighted Eyes, 
which had never been viſited with the leaſt dawning 
Ray.—The Dumb, at his Command, found. a ready 
Tongue, and burſt into Songs of Praiſe. The 
Deaf were all Ear, and liſtened to the joyful Sound 
of Salvation, —The Lame, lame from their very 


Birth, threw aſide their Crutches, and full of Tranſ- 
port and Exultation, leaped like the bounding Roe “. 


— He : 


* We have the fineſt Repreſentation of this Event, 
iven Us by the inſpired Hiſtorian, As iii. 8. And Hz 
* 15 ſtood, and walked, and entered with them into 
the Temple; walking, and leaping, and praiſing GO D.— 
The very Language ſeems to exult, in @ redundant Flop 
of expreſſive Phra ſes; juſt as a poor. Cripple, who never 
knew either the Comfort of bodily Vigour, or the Plea- 
ſure of local Motion, may be ſuppoſed to do, when ſud- 
denly and unexpectedly bleſſed with both. He would 
exert his new acquired Powers again and again ; firſt ia 
one Attitude, then in another. Sometimes to try, whe- 
ther He was really healed, and not under the pleaſing 
Deluſion of a Dream; ſometimes from a Tranſport of 
conſcious Delight, and to expreſs the Sallies of Joy that 
ſprung up in his Heart. 


Though I acknowledge Mr. Pope's Deſcription to be 
extremely beautiful, 


— The Lame their Crutch forego, 
And leap exulting like the bounding Roe ; 


yet I cannot perſuade myſelf, that it is to be compared 
with St. Lale s Draught, either in the Variety of F igures; 
| 1M 


# 
: 
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— He reſtored Flyridity and Beauty to the Fleſh, 
emaciated by conſuming Sickneſs, or encruſted with 


a lothefome Leproſy. —All Manner of Diſeaſes, 
though blended with the earlieſt Seeds of Life, and 
riveted in the Conſtitution by a long inveterate Pre- 


dominancy— Diſeafes, that baMed the Skill of the 


Phyſician, and mocked the Force of Medicine — 


theſe He cured, not by tedious Applications, but in 
the Twinkling of an Eye; not by coſtly, Preſcrip- 
tions, or painful Operations, but by a Word from 
his Mouth, or a Touch from his Hand; nay, by the 
Fringe of his Garment, or the bare Act of his 
Will. | 

Any one of theſe Miracles, had been enough to 
endear the Character, and eternize the Memory of 
another Perſon. But they were common Things, 
Matters of daily Occurrence, with our Divine 
MASTER. The Years of his public Miniſtry, 
were an unintermitted Series of ſuch healing Won- 
ders; or, if any Intermiſſion took place, it was 
only to make way for the more invaluable Miracles 
of ſpiritual Beneficence. Let Us conſider theſe 
Things, my dear Friend. Let Us purſue and dwell 


upon theſe Hints. Let Us familiarize to our Minds 


the Power and Glory of CHRIST. Then We 
ſhall fee abundant Cauſe to acknowledge — with 
Gratitude and Joy to acknowledge, That our Help 
is laid upon ONE that is mighty * That He is the 
Rock, and his Work is perfect +. | 


Behold 


} 
in the Richneſs of Colouring ; or in that Exuberance of 
ſtyle, which, on this Occaſion, is ſo happily ſignificant, 
and ſo perfectly piftureſque. 
* Plal, Ixxxix. 19, + Deut. xxxii. 4. 
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Behold Him exerciſing his Dominion over the 
vegetable Creation. A Fig-tree, adorned with the 
moſt promiſing Spread of Leaves, but unproductive 
of the expected Fruit, withers away at his Rebuke. 
It is not only ſtripped of its verdant Honours, but 
dried up from the very Roots *, and periſhes for 
ever. A fearful, yet ſignificant Intimation, of that 
final Ruin +, which will overtake the ſpecious Hy- 
pocrite. Who, while laviſh in outward Profeſſion, 
is deſtitute of inward Piety. 

His 


* 
0 


* Mark xi. 20. 


+ It is pleaſing, to obſerve, that the twa Miracles, in 
which our LORD diſplayed his punitive or. vindidtius 
Power, were exerciſed, not on the human Race, but on 
this inſenſible Vegetable, or ſome unclean Animals. 
With regard to the latter Caſe, the Caſe I mean of the, 
Swine precipitated into the Deep, and periſhing in the 
Sea, much opprobrious Clamour has been raiſed. As 
though the Action was injurious to the Property of the 
Owners. Not to mention various Conſiderations, which: 
| prove the Wiſdom and Benignity of our LOR D's Pro- 
& cedure, I would only aſk the Complainer or the Caviller, 

Whether it was not, according to the Mo/aic Law, an 
AR of righteous diſtributive Fuſtice ? 

That was a bitter, and, I think, an uncharitable Re. 
flection, made by a ſatyrical Perſon, upon hearing of 
© Biſhop Xidder's Calamity, in the Palace of Bath and Wells, 
= (He and his Lady were killed, by the Fall of a Stack 
of Chimnies.) hat Buſineſs had He there ? Intimating, 
that He was treated as He deſerved. That He was an 
Intruder into the Preferment, and an unjuſt Supplanter 
of the pious (ejected) Biſhop Kenn, But We may very 
& truly, and very juſtly, apply the ſarcaſtic Interrogation, | 
on this Occaſion ; What Buſine/s had the Swine among the 
Gaderenes? Wherefore did the Sons of 1/rae! debaſe and 
defile themſelves, with this unclean Beaſt? It was a 
3 Kind of contraband Goods ; prohibited by the Statute 
f La of their Kingdom; and for that Reaſon, a legal 
, Forfeiture. So that to ſeize, confilcate, or deſtroy it, 

4 was only to adminiſter Juſtice, and execute the Law. 


+ Sts 
» = 
ow .< * * 
1 2 
_ 

343 - 1 

= E = LA... 8 . 
3 8 

ACER by x 
A 0 4 * * 


Lemma 
* 
r ,à 


——— p m ̃ 


96 ASPASIO TO THERON. 


LET, 8. 


His Eye looked through the World of Waters; 
diſcerned the Fiſh, which had juſt ſwallowed a Piece 
of ſilver Coin; and guided its Courſe to Peter's 
Hook . *Tis true, when the Gatherers of the /@- 
cred Tax came, to colle& his Share for the Repa- 
ration of the Temple; He had not a Sufficiency of 
Money, to ſatisfy ſo ſmall a Demand 1. Yet He 
takes occaſion, from this moſt abject Poverty, to 
manifeſt the Immenſity of his Righes. He makes 
the great Deep his Revenue; and bids the ſcaly Na- 
tions bring Him their Tribute. Never was ſuch In- 
digence aſſociated with ſuch Magnificence! And 
never, never let Us forget, that the Indigence was 
ours, the Magnificence all his own! r 

The Vaters themſelves, it may be ſaid, are far 
more unmanageable, than their Inhabitants. Who 
can controul that outrazeous Element? Which has 
deſtroyed ſo many gallant Fleets, with the Armies 
they bore; and which would laugh at the Oppoſi- 
tion of the united World — The LORD JESUS 
walks upon its rolling Surges f. The rolling 

Surges, 

* Matt. xvii. 27, How wonderful is this ſeemingly 
little Miracle! Or rather, what a Claſter of Wonders is 
comprized in this /gle Act '—That any Fiſh, with Mo- 
ney in its Mouth, ſhould be catched—with Money juſt 
of ſach a Value—and in the very firſt Fiſh that offered 


itſelf— What a pregnant Diſplay of Omni/cience to fore- 
ſee, of Omnipotence to over- rule, all theſe fortuitous In- 


cidents ! 


+ About Fourteen-pence. 

t He treadeth upon the Waves of the Sea, is one of the 
Prerogatives aſcribed to the Supreme B EIN G, I ix. 
8. The original Word »na ſignifies a Sea, that rolls 


| Mountain-high : and ſuch we have Reaſon to ſuppoſe, 


were the Waves on which our LORD walked; ſince 
the Veſſel, tO which He beat his Cour le, was Sacan 0fhE/OL p 
aſbed, 
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| Surges; ſuſpend their Fury; they even forget their 
fluid Nature; to ſupport the Footſteps of their 

G OD.—He ſpeaks, and the moſt tempeſtuous 
Agitations are a Calm. The madding Oceanz 
like the diſpoſſeſſel Demoniac, comes to the Feet 
of JESUS, ſedate, and peaceable; and in its 
right Mind. It is true; the Waves of the Sea are 
mighty, and rage horribly ; but yet the LOR D, who 
loved Us; and waſhed Us from our Sins in his own 
Blood, is mightier &. 

The Winds are yet more ungovetnable, than the 
madding Ocean; When theſe are hurled + abroad; 
to ſhake the Earth; and toſs the Seas; Who can 
curb their Rage? What can withfand their Impe- 
tuoſity? Even the boiſterous Winds hear the S A- 
VIOUR's Voice; and; as ſoon as they hear, 
#bry, His Voice; more powerful to reſtraing than 
brazen Dungeons to confine; chides 4 the furious 
Whirlwind, 


laſhed, battered, tormenied, by their vehement Concuſ- 
hons: Matt. xiv, 24. | 
Pſal. xciii. 5g. 


| $ + This is the literal Tranflation of that beautifal He- 
; | brew Phraſe, which occurs Joh i, 4;—The facred Wri- 
1 ter, deſcribing the ſtormy Meſſenger; which was diſ- 

atched to arreſt a fugitive Servant, ſays 7?n—The 

ORD biu-led forth a great Wind. The ſame Expreſ- 
lion, is applied to Saw, (1 Sam. xviit. 11.) when He 
darted his Javelin at David, with a Deſign to transfix 
and nail him to the Wall. What au elegant, and how 
awful an Image! Storms and Tempeſts, with all their 
Irreſiſtible Fury and dreadful Ravages, are like mi/ive 
Weapons in the Hand of ] EH ov AH. Which He 


gl 4 launches with greater Eaſe and ſurer Aim, than the moſt 

9 4 expert Warrior emits the pointed Steel. 

+ -- t Chides= This is the e of that ſine expreſſive 

0 Word, enilycro:, Matt. viii. 26. Which ſets the Miracle 
Vor. III. 8 in 


— 


98 ASPASIO TO THERON. tr. 8. 


Whirlwind. The furious Whirlwind is awed into 
immediate * Silence. That which a Moment ago, 
heaved the Billows to the Clouds, and filled with 
Outrage the howling Firmament; now, gently 
whiſpers among the Shrouds, and ſcarcely curls 


the ſmooth Expanſe. 
Something there is, even within the narrow 


Compaſs of our own Breaſts, which affords Room 
for more ſignal Exertions of DEITY, than the 
turbulent Billows, or the reſiſtleſs Storm. Agree- 
ably to the Suggeſtion of a Prophet; For lo He 
that , formeth the Mountains; and createth the Wind 
and, as a more pregnant Proof of divine Perfection, 
declareth unto Man what is his Thought, the GOD 
| of 


in the moſt ſtriking Light, and gives Us the grandeſt 
Idea of the Perſon, who wrought it. The Hiſtorian ſays 
not, He /et Himſelf to oppoſe, like a General at the Head 
of his Troops; He ftri#ly commanded, like a King iſſuing 
ſolemn Orders from his Ihrone; but He*rebauked, like 
a Father chiding a heedleſs Child, or a Maſter repri- 
manding a negligent Servant.—It is one of the moſt un- 
ſurmountable Difficulties ; it is abſolutely the moſt mar- 
velous Effet in Nature; yet accompliſhed only by a 
Nod from JESUS CHRIST.—The ſame Language, 
moſt gracefully majeſtic, our LORD uſes, when ipeak- 
ing by his Prophet; Behold! at my Rebuke (1n1y22) 
T dry up the Sea. Iaiy I. 2. | 
* Immediate—This Circumſtance, as very much ag- 
grandizing the Miracle, is, with great hiſtorical Propri- 
ety, remarked by the Evangeliſt. The Sea is known to 
have a prodigious Swell, and very tremendous Agita- 
tions, for a conſiderable Time after the tempeſtuous 
Wind ceaſes. On this Occaſion, and in Obedience to 
its MAKER's Will, it departs from the Habliſbed 
Laws of Motion.-No ſooner is the Word ſpoken, but 
there is a Calm; not an advancing, but an inſtantaneous 
Calm; not a partial, but a pere Calm. Matt. vill. 26. 
Mark iv. 39. 
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of Hoſts is his Name *. The Poſſeſſor of ſuch ſur- 
paſſing Power and Wiſdom, can be no other, than 
the Supreme and only Potentate.— And who is this, 
but FESUS CHRIST? He knew, what was in 
Man +. He diſcerned the Secrets of the Heart; 
diſcerned the latent Purpoſe, before it diſcloſed 
itfelf in Action; even before it was uttered in 
Speech; nay, while it lay yet an unformed Embrio 
in the Mind. ö 
His Glance pierced into Futurity : eſpied Events, 
in all their Circumſtances 2, and with the greateſt 
Perſpicuity, before they came into Being. The 
hidden Things of Darkneſs were open, the Contin- 
gencies of the Morrow were preſent, to his all-per- 
vading Eye, Nay, the unthought-of Revolutions, 
| G 2 that 
\ 

* Amos iv. 13.  Meſioy Jeohſtog rd mapeyur Trxpunpior, re 
ra amoppile IT Th; Savnc;, Chry/oft. 

+ John ii. 25. This all-diſcerning Intelligence of the 
DEITY, is very emphatically expreſſed by the Pſalm- 
iſt, P/al. cxxxix. 1, 2, &c. Though the Sentiment, in 
one Clauſe, ſeems to be ſomewhat weakened by our Ver- 
ſion. There is not a Word in my Tongue, would have a 
nobler Turn, and more extenſive Meaning if rendered; 
Ewen BTO E the Word is on my Tongue; Thou, O 
LORD, knoweft it altogether. m-ẽ¾/”Ĩ D N a, Ef 
nondum Sermo eft in Lingud med. 

t In all their Circumſ/tances—See a very remarkable 
Exemplification of this Particular, Mark xiv. 13. There 
ſhall meet you——not barely a Perſon, but the Sex and Age 
arg both ſpecified—not two, or ſeveral, but one Man— 
not within any given Space of Time, but at the wery 
inſtant of your Arrival—not empty-handed, but bearing 
a YVefel—not of Wood or Metal, but an earthen Pztcher 
—filled, not with Wine or Milk, but with Water— 
carrying it into that very Houſe, where the Preparation 
was made, and the Paſſover was to be celebrated. 
What a Multitude of Contigencies ! All minutely foretold 


by our LORD! 


Wo Sas 
— 
— 
— — 
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that were to happen in diſtant Ages; the aftoniſh- 
ing Cataſtrophe of diſſolving Nature, and the aw- 
ful Proceſs of everlaſting Judgment; all theſe 
He clearly foreſaw, and particularly foretold. | 

Nor does He only penetrate the Receſſes, but 
over-rule the Operations of the Soul. —He fo inti- 
midated a Multitude of ſacrilegeous Wretches, that 
they fled, not before his drawn Sword, or bent 


Bow, but at the Shaking of his ſingle Scourge ®,— 


He ſo awed, by one ſhort Remonſtrance +4, an Aſ- 
ſembly of conceited and oſtentatious Phariſees ; that 
they could neither gainſay, nor endure the Energy 
of his Diſcourſe, Though not to gainfay, was a 
tacit Acknowledgment of their Guilt; and not to 
endure, muſt cover them with public Confuſton, — 
With a Word, the moſt mild and gentle 4 imagi- 


nable, He flung Terror into a whole Band of armed 
| Men. 


Johr ii. 14, 15, Kc. St. Jerem looks upon this 
Miracle, as one of the greateſt, which our SAVIOUR 
wrought, And indeed the Circumſtances are very ex- 
traordinary.— That one Man ſhould undertake fo Sold, 
and execute ſo hazardous a Taſk—One Man, without a 
Commiſſion from Cæſar; without any Counterance from the 
Zewiſh Rulers ; without any Arms, either to terrify the 
Multitude, or defend Himſelf.— That He ſhould caſt 
out the whole Tribe of mercenary Traffickers ; wreſt, 
from thoſe Worſhippers of Wealth, their darling Idol; 
and trample under Foot their great Diana — And all this 
without any Tumult or Oppoſition ;z not one of the ſa- 
cnlegeous Rabble, daring to move the Hand, or open 
the Mouth, or peep.” — Whoever reflects on the ferce 
and ungowernable Nature of an incenfed Populace ; or 
eonſiders the Bitter and outrageous Zeal of Demetrius and 
the Craftſmon, on a leſs irritating Occafion ; may poſ- 
fibly find Himſelf almoſt, if not altogether, of the Latin 
Father's Opinion. 


+ Joh viii. 5. 1 John xviii. 6. 
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Men. Such as blaſted all their Courage; and laid 
them as if ſtruck with Lightning, funned and pro- 
ftrate on the Ground, | 

All Hearts are in his Hand, He turneth them, as 
the Rivers of Water, whitherſoever He will *“; with 
as much Eaſe, and with the ſame efficacious Sway, 
as, the Current of the Rivers is altered and deter- 
mined by every Inflection of the Channel. Follotu 
me, was his Call to James and John : Follow me +, 
was all he faid to Levi the Publican, Though 
the firſt was engaged in all the Ardour of Buſi- 
neſs ; though the laſt was fitting at the very Re- 
ceipt of Cuſtom ; yet both He and they, without 
any Demur, without the leaſt Delay, left the lu- 
crative Employ; left their neareſt Relations, and 
reſigned their earthly All, to attend a poor and 
deſpiſed MASTER.—Their Acquaintance, no 
doubt, would remonſtrate a thouſand Inconvenien- 
cies. Their Enemies would not fail to cenſure 
them, as raſh Enthuſiaſts. But all theſe Conſide- 
rations were lighter than Duſt, were leſs than no- 


G 3 thing 


Prov. xxi. 1. 

+ Mark ii, 14. He ſaid in the Beginning, Let there 
be Light ; there was Light. Let there be a Firmament ; 
it was ſpread abroad. Let there be a World; it aroſe of 
Nothing.—In the Days of his Fleſh likewiſe, He ſpeaks, 
and it is done, His Word is a Work. He ſays to the 
Diſciples, Follow me; they come——to the Leper, Be 
clean; He is cleanſed—to the Paralytic, Ari/e, take up thy 
Bed, and wall; It is all performed, as ſoon as com- 
manded.—Surely then We muſt confeſs, that the Voice, 
which is ſo mighty in Operation, is the Voice of a GOD, 
not of a Man — Tb is our LOR D's u/val Word, 
when he grants a miraculous Cure: which exactly cor- 
reſponds with that admired and magnificent Expreſſion 
u Gen. i. 3. | 
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thing, when ſet in Competition with tu) Words 
only from FESUS of Nazareth. Impreſſed, deeply 


impreſſed by his powerful Summons, ſuch Loſs they 


counted Gain, and ſuch Obloquy Glory.—And 
ſhall we count it too high an Honour, or too grand 
an Office, for his Obedience unto Death, to make 
Us perfectly righteous before GOD, without the 
Co-operation of any Works, or any n 
of our own ? 

He planted Bowels of Compaſſion in the unfeel- 
ing avaricious Wretch; and elevated, beyond the 
Height of the Stars, Deſires that lay groveling even 
below the Mire of the Swine. The Slaves of Sin 
He reſtored to the Liberty of Righteouſneſs ; and 
unhappy Creatures, who were degenerated into the 
Likeneſs of the Devil, He renewed after the Image 
of the bleſſed GOD.—Theſe were the Effects of 
his, perſonal Preaching ; theſe are ſtill the Conqueſts 
of his glorious Goſpel; and do not theſe declare 
bis Dominion over the Intellectual Oeconomy ? 
That the World of Minds, as well as of material 
Nature, .is open to his Infpettion, and ſubject to 
his Controul ? 

The Dead ſeem to be more remote from human 
Cognizance, than the Secrets of the Breaſt ; leſs 
liable to any human Juriſdiction, than /the war- 
ring Elements. What Potentate can iſſue a Mrit 
of Releaſe to the Grave ? Or cite the diſlodged Soul, 
to re-enter. the breathleſs Corpſe ?—Yet this, even 
this, our mighty MEDIATOR executed. He 
opened the Eyes, which were ſunk in Shades, and 
ſealed in the Tomb. He bid the Heart, that had 
forgot its vital Motion, ſpring into Life and Acti- 
vity. The crimſon Flood, long congealed by the 
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icy Hand of Death ; which had not only loſt its 
Pulſe by Stagnation, but likewiſe changed its very 
Texture by Putrefaction *; circulates, at his Or- 
der, all florid and mantling with Health +, through 
the wondering Veins. — The Spirit, which had 
taken its Flight into the znvi/ible State, which had 
taken its Place in eternal Habitations, returns, at 
our REDEEMER's Signal, to the Tenement of 
mouldering Clay; and, by the amazing Viſit, 
proclaims his Sovereignty over thoſe unknown 
Ręalms, and their myſterious Inhabitants, 

As He recals from, ſo He admits into, the 
Abodes of future Happineſs, His Hands, when 
ſwollen with Wounds, and nailed to the Tree, 


evidently ſuſtained the Keys of Hell and of Death f. 


Then, even then, He opened and He ſhut either 
the Gates of the Grave, or the Portals of Paradiſe. 
What He ſays to the penitent Thief, is the Lan- 
guage of ſupreme Authority; To Day ſhalt thou be 


with me in Paradiſe. It is a royal Mandamus. He 
G 4 ſpeaks 
* John xi. 39. 

+ Mantling with Heal:th—Such was the State of thoſe 
Bodies, which our LORD raiſed from the Dead. Not 
weak and languid, like Patients beginning to recover, 
from a tedious or violent Illneſs. On the contrary, they 
were no ſooner alive, than perfectly well. Their A 

tite, their Vigour, and every happy Concomitant of 

ealth, returned together with their Life.—To demon- 
ſtrate this wonderful Circumſtance, and render it more 
obſervable, our SAVIOUR, when he reſcued the Ru- 
ler's Daughter from the Dominion of Death, command- 
ed to give Her Meat. A Command, which, ſuperficially 
conſidered, might ſeem unworthy of Notice. But viow- 
ed in this Connection, appears graceful and important; 
ſuch as tends, if not to — the Miracle, yet to 
place it in the moſt ſtriking Light. See Luke viii. 55. 


t Rev, i. 18, Luke xxili. 43+ 
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ſpeaks from the Crofs, as from a Throne, While 
Executed as a Malefactor, He not only W 
Pardon, but diſpoſes of Seats in Glory. 
Does our LORD's Superiority extend to thoſe 
ignant Beings, the Devil and his Angels 7— 
1 theſe, in ſpight of all their formidable 
rength e, and inextipguiſhable Rage, He makes 
his F ootſtonl. He brake the Teeth of thoſe in- 
fernal Lions ; ; and reſcued the helpleſs Prey, on 
which their bloody Jaws were cloling. At his 
Command, they abandon their Conqueſts ; and re- 
opp however indignant, however reluftan t, their 
g accuſtomed Habitations. His /ingle Command, 
more forcible than ten thouſand Thunderbolts, dif. 


poſſeſſes 


p ® Milton, n the Power of the apoſtate Angels 
pays 3 


— h: ll of i Whom could wield 
7 beje Elements ; and arm Him with the F orce 
07 all their Regio Book VI. 221, 


This I lay before the Reader, but dare not avouch for 
Truth, becauſe it is not confirmed by Scripture. Thus 
= <> however, is evident from our unerring Book; 

hat their Might is very great, and very formidable. 
Satan is called The GOD of this World. 2 Cor. iv. 4, 
He and his Angels are ſtylèd, The Rulers of the Darkne/s 
of this World. "Eph. vi. 12. They had for many Ages, 
obtained an abſolute Dominion, not over a few King- 
doms only, but « over all the Naticns of the Earth, Fe 
only excepted. The Apoſtle teaches Us to conſider the 
Oppoſition of Fleſh and Blood, even of all Mankind, 
though aſſociated in one hoſtile League; as far leſs to de 
feared, than the Enmity and Rage of Principalities, and 

Powers, and priritualWickedneſſes.—— After ſuch an Account 
bf our inviſible Enemies, ſhould not We cry mightily to 
our Captain, and their Conquerour? {*LORD, never leave 
« Us, nor forſake Us. But hide Us under the Shadow 
« of thy Wings, and cover aur Heads in the Day of 
Battle!“ 
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poſſeſſes a whole Legion “ of thoſe fierce and 
haughty Spirits ; drives them, all terrified and de- 
precating ſeverer Vengeance, to ſeek Reſt in ſoli- 
tary Deſarts, or to herd with the moſt ſordid Brutes, 
As the bleſſed JESUS treads upon the Necks of 
thoſe Powers of Darkneſs, He receives the willing 
Services of the Angels of Light. The Angels, in 
compariſon of Men, are ſtyled Gods. How great 
muſt be their Luſtre and Glory] Since their very 
Appearance ſtruck Prophets almoſt dead with Fear, 
and tempted eyen an Apoſtle to Idolatry. Yet, 
when the firſt-begotten SON is brought into the 
World, theſe Gods are commanded to worſhip 
Him +. Though they excel | in Strength, and are 
| attrve 


| | Mark v. g. 

+ Compare Heb. 1, 6. with P/al. xcvii. 3. | 

t Would any One ſee a Sketch of the Glory and 
Excellence of the angelic Nature? Let Him fee it, in 
that inimitably fine Stroke of the ſacred Pencil. I /aw 
another Angel come down from Heaven, having great Power, 
and the Earth was lightened with his Glory, Rev. xviii. 1. 
The laſt Clauſe is, I think, one of the moſt maſterly 
Touches of deſcriptive Painting, extant in Hiſtory, 
Poetry, or Oratory. Milton gives Us a Stricture of the 
ſame K ind, and on the ſame Subject. But the poetic 
Flight, though very ſublime, is greatly inferior to the 
apocalytic Vifien. | 


” 


— — —— 0, He led 

His radiant Files, dazzling the Moon. 

- In this Caſe, We have a <ubole Brigade of celeſtial War- 

riors; in the former, only a fingle angelic Being. Thoſe 

are repreſented, as irradiatin g the N:ght, and outſhining 

the Moon : this, as exceeding the Brightneſs of the Sur ; 

diffuſing additicnal Splendors on the Day; and illumi- 

nating, not a vaſt Plain, not a vaſter Kingdom, but the 

whele Face of the Globe. — If /uch be the Luſtre of the 
a 7 Servant, 
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efive as Flames of Fire; yet they fulfil his Com- 
mandment, and—hearken unto the Voice of his 
Words. They graced the Solemnity of his Birth; 
they attended Him, after . Temptation in the 
Wilderneſs; they were the firſt joyful Preachers of 
his triumphant Reſurrection: and, ſeated as He is 
on the Right-hand of the MAJESTY in the 
Higheſt, — 


Hand with Wings outſpread, | 
Liſtening to catch their Maſter's leaſt Command, 
And fly through Nature, e er the Moment end. 


Behold Him, now, doing according to his Will, 
in the Armies of Heaven, and among the Inhabi- 
tants of the Earth—Swaying the Scepter, over the 
Legions of Hell, and the Powers of Nature—Ex. 
erciſing Dominion in the Hearts of Men, in the 
Territories of the Grave, and the Manſions of diſ- 
embodied Spirits —Doing all this, not as a Dele- 
gate, but as a Sovereign, Not by a communicated 
Ability but by his own Omnipotence, Purſuant 
to the Tenour of that Majeſtic Claim, My FA- 
THER worketh, and I work +. Not, my FA. 
THER worketh by Me; but, I work in Concert 
with the FATHER, I perform the ſame mar- 
velous Things; from the ſame underived Power 
and by the ſame fupreme Authority 4. 

| Then 


Servant, what Images can diſplay the - Majeſty of the 
LORD? Who has hou/and Thouſands of thoſe glorious 
Attendants mini/tering unto Him, and ten thouſand times ten 
thouſand fiauding before Him ? Dan. vii. 10. 
| + John v.17, 
4 This is evidently the Senſe, in which the Jes un- 
| derſtood 
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Then let my Theron determine under ſuch Views 
of our SAVIOUR's unequaled Majeſty, and un- 
bounded Sovereignty, let Him determine - whether 
it be ſafer, to reſt our infinite and eternal Intereſts, 
on our own Righteouſneſs, rather than on His. 


e 43 4 | 
: We have ſelected ſome few Manifeſtations of our 
1 *F REDEEMER's excellent Greatneſs. Even the 
Evangelical Hiſtorians, give us no larger a Propor- 
$ | tion of his aſtoniſhing Deeds, than the Firſt-fruits 
bear to a copious Harveſt. Yet, were they all par- 
a ticularly enumerated, and circumſtantially diſplay- 
ed, they would appear inconſiderable; compared 
E with thoſe far more diſtinguiſhed Trophies of f Al- 
e mighty 
2 
e derſtood our LORD : otherwiſe, they would not have 
( charged Him with the ſuppoſed Blaſphemy, of making 
Himjelf equal with GOD. Ver. 18.— This is no lefs evi- 
2 dently the Meaning, which ohr LORD intended to 
d expreſs ; as appears from his own Explanation of the 
it Paſſage. Whathever Things the FATHER deeth, theſe 
, alſo doeth the SON likewiſe ; Tavre, o, T he ſelf ſame 
3 Things, in the ſelf-/ame Manner. Ver. 19.-From hence 
— St. Chry/oftom very forcibl y evinces 57 5 THY Teoabwnoy, 
rt vrai, Ty H, G dL THY tC804cy Try avbirrixny, To 
=. A aTUYLANNANTY aVTE To po; TI raff, the eternal Exiftence, 
b | the underived Power, the all. creating Agency of the SON, 
35 = and bis abſolute Equality with the FATHER. Tus ww 
- T0Nj4w0t This UTE YO AEYEW TOY Uioy 5 Tws ov £67) UTEpy0c ETC, Oh 
n Fa G& Treg 0 WATNE WOW, THUTH X04 0 big Oph0hw; eee; ME YEE TO OHOLWGy 
\ 54 0 leu VTBpYy0;, o dt Inpreryes 3 How then dare Any preſume to 
1e fiyle the SON of GOD a ſuberdinate Agent * How can 
us 1 He be ſubordinate, if Fe adi in the very ſame Manner with 
= = the eps FATHER? If the One be ſupreme, and the 
Other ſubordinate, the To owow; the Sameneſs of Ating can- 


not ſubfiſt, There is an evident Diſproportion, an utter 
Diſpar ty. 
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mighty Power, which He has decreed, in ſome fu- 
ture Period to ere *. 

He will gather to his ſacred Fold, the People of 
his ancient Church; though they are diſperſed into 
all Lands, and moſt inveterately prejudiced againſt 
the Truth of his Goſpel. — How mighty was his 
Hand, how illuftriouſly outſtretched his Arm, when 
He made a Path through the Surges of the Ocean; 
drove the Torrent of Jordan backwards; and fetch- 
ed Rivers of Waters from the flinty Rock!] Far 
more mighty will be its Operations, when- He ſhall 
remove the ſeemingly unſurmountable Obſtructions, 
to the general Reſtoration of the Ferws ; ſhall throw 
all their-religious Apprehenſions into a new Chan- 


nel ; 


* The Dignity of our LORD, conſidered as the 
CREATOR and PRESERVER of all Things, is 
not mentioned Here; becauſe, ſomething of this Kind 
is profeſſedly attempted, in The Deſcant upon Creation, 
ſubjoined to the firſt Volume of Meditations among the 
Tombs, &c. To which I beg Leave to refer my Readers. 
And ſhall more than make amends for the preſent Omiſ- 
fion, by tranſcribing a Paſſage from the Night-Thoughts ; 


which preſents Us with a magnificent Diſplay of this 


great Truth. | 


THOU, by whom all Worlds 

Were made, and one redeem'd ; wwho/e regal Power 
On mare than adamantine Baſis ſiæx d; 

O'er more, far more than Diadem: and Thrones 
Inviolably reigns ; beneath whoſe Foot, 

And by the Mandate of whoſe awful Ned, 

All Regions, Revolutions, Fortunes, Fates, 

Of High, of Low, of Mind and Matter, roll 
Through the ſhort Channels of expiring Time, 

Or fhborele/s Ocean of Eternity. 


Night-Thoughts, Ne IX. 
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nel; and cauſe Tears of penitential Sorrow to ſtart 
from their ſtony Eyes, Confeſſions of unfeigned 
Faith to iſſue from their blaſpheming Lips. Vet 
thus it will aſſuredly be. In the Volume of the di- 
vine Book it is written, They Hall look on Him, 
whom they have pierced, and mourn *, They ſhall 
adore as the MESSIAH, the once deſpiſed Gali- 
lean; and fix all their Hopes of final Felicity on 
that very PERSON, whom their Fathers flew 
and hanged on a Tree. | 
Amazing Revolution in the religious World! 
Yet this, together with the Deſtruction of Anti- 
chrift, and the Illumination of the benighted Gen- 
tiles, may paſs for ſmall Incidents; compared with 
thoſe ſtupendous Events, which will dignify, and 
ſignalize the cloſing Scene of Affairs. : 
Then, ſhall the LORD FESUS be manifeſt- 
ed in unſpeakable Glory; and exert ſuch Acts of 
Omnipotence, as will be the Terror of Hell, the 
Foy of Heaven, the Wonder of Eternity. — Then, 
will He put an end to Time, and bid the Springe 
of Nature ceaſe to operate. — Then, ſhall his, tre- 
mendous Trumpet rend the univerſal Vault, and 
pierce the. Dormitories of the Dead. — Then, will 
He ſhake the Earth out of its Place t, and before 


his majeſtic Preſence the Heavens ſhall fize away F.— 


I hen 


Zech. xii. 10. + Job ix. 6. 


t How grand is the Idea, when David prays! Bow 
thy Heavens, O LORD, and come down ; touch the Moun- 
tains, and they ſhall ſmoke. Much grander is the Image, 
when He ſays : The Springs of Waters were ſeen, and the 
Foundations of the World were diſcovered, at thy Chiding, O 
LORD —Tranſcendently and inimitably grand is rhis 
Deſcription, though given in the plaineſt Words, _ 

the 


— 
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Then ſhall, not a Nation only, but Multitudes, 


- Multitudes - 


the moſt artleſs Manner. 7 /aw a great white Throne, 
and HIM THAT SAT ON IT, from whoſe Face 
the Heavens and the Earth fied away, and there was no 


Place found for them. Rev. xx. 11. 
In Viręil's admired Repreſentation, Jupiter hurls his 


Thunder and a Mountain falls at the Stroke; 
9 Ile flagranti 
Aut Atho, aut Rhodopen, aut alia Ceraunia Telo 
Dejicit. | Georg. I. 331. 
In Homer's more terror-ſtriking Piece, Neptune ſhakes 
the wide-extended Earth. The Mountains tremble to 
their Center; the Ocean heaves its Billows; and Cities 
reel on their Foundations. 


Aulae evepb: Thogndauws ili 

Tacx aneipiosy, opewy T GT Eva rapie, 

Haslog & goo wodeg ND u Ing 

Kai xopvPai, Tpwarl og, xa meg AXX1w 

Iliad. Y. 57. 


Here, the SON of the eternal G OD appears only, 
and all Nature is alarmed : nor Heaven nor Earth can 
keep their Standing: they flee away, like the frighted 


Roe. — What aileth Thee, O thou Earth, that thou 
fleeſt? And Ye Heavens, that Ye make Haſte to eſcape ? 
Surely, they ſpeak, by this precipitate Flight, the incon- 
ceivable Grandeurof — coend Nor can the Tongue 
of Men and Angels ſpeak it ſo emphatically. — How 
groveling are the loftieſt Excurſions of the Grecian and 
Roman Muſe, compared with this Magnificence and Ele- 
vation of- the prophetic Spirit ! 

Let Us conſider the Paſſage a little more attentively. 
Volet hac ſub Luce videri. Maſterly Performances, the 
more cloſely they are examined, the more highly they 
charm. —It is not ſaid, A few Herds of the Foreſt, a 
few Kings, or Armies, or Nations ; but the whole Syſtem 
of created Things, The Heaven and the Earth.—lt is not 
faid, They were thrown into great Commotions, but 
they fled intirely away ; not, they ſtarted from their 

Foundations, 
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Multitudes of Nations, be born in a Day*; yea 
rather, in an Hour, in a Moment, in the Twink- 
ling of an Eye. —All that are aſleep in the Beds of 
Death; even thoſe who, periſhing in Tempeſts, are 
ſunk to the Bottom of the Ocean; or, ſwallowed 
up by Earthquakes, are buried at the Center of the 
Globe; all ſhall hear his Voice; 'and hearing, 
ſhall awake; and, awaking ſhall come forth.— 
Every human Body, though Ages have revolved, 
fince it gave up the Ghoſt ; though Worms have 
devoured the Fleſh, and Diſſolution mouldered. the 
Bones; though its Parts have been grinded by the 
Teeth of Beaſts, or conſumed by the Rage of fire; 
diſſipated in viewleſs Winds, or ſcattered over the 
boundleſs Globe ; loſt to our Senſes, and loſt even 
to our Imagination; yet will every human Body 
then be reſtored; its Limbs reaſſembled, and not 
an Atom wanting ; its Frame rebuilt, and never be 
demoliſhed more. 


a s Then, ſhall the unnumbered Myriads of depart- 


ed Spirits return from their ſeparate Abodes ; and, 


1 commiſſioned by HI M wh is the Reſurrection and 


the Life, reanimate each his organized Syſtem. — 
Then, ſhall Satan and his Accomplices, thoſe ex- 
ecrable 


Foundations, but they ell into Diſſolution ; not, they re- 
moved to a diſtant Place, but there was found no Place for 
them ; they ceaſed to exiſt; they were no more.—And 
all this, not at the ſtrict Command of the LORD 
JESU; not at his awful Menace, or before his fiery 
indignation ; but at the bare Preſence of his Majeſty, 
litting with ſerene but adorable Dignity on his Throne. 

If this is not the true Sublime, in its utmoſt Scope, 
Force, and Beauty; I muſt confeſs, I never ſaw it, nor 
ever expect to ſee it, | 


* Iſai, Ix. $. 
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ecrable , and horrid Criminals, be dragged from 
their Dungeons of Darkneſs, and receive their 
Doom at the REDEEMER's Tribunal.— Then, 
will Miſery and Happineſs, both conſummate, and 
both everlaſting, be awarded by JESUS of Ne. 
 zareth —Then, will He conſigu over the ungodly 
World, and the rebellious Angels, to Flames of 
Hell, and to Agonies of Deſpair., Then, will He 
inveſt the Righteous with the Inheritance of Hea- 
ven, and inſtate them in the Fulneſs of Joy. — His 
Word is Fate. His Sentence is irrevocable. , Im- 
mutability ſeals, and Eternity executes, whatever 
He decrees. 

And has this FESUS, fo glorious, ſo majeſtic, 
fo adorable—has HE vouchſafed to take our Na- 
ture, and become our Righteouſneſs? Was HE 
made under the Law? Did HE fulfil all its De- 
mands? Give perfect Satisfaction to the penal, and 
yield perfect Obedience to the preceptive? On pur- 
poſe, that the Merit of all might be made over to 
Us?—Aftoniſhing Condeſcenfion ! Ineffable Grace 
What Thanks are dye, to ſuch infinitely rich 
Goodneſs! — What a Remedy is here, for the Im- 
potence and Guilt of fallen Man! — What a ſure 
Foundation of Hope, what an abundant Source of 
Joy, to every One that bclieveth ? 


It is declared by the Oracle of GOD, That 
fuch an HIGH-PRIEST became Us, was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for our obnoxious and ruined Con- 
dition, who 15 holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate from 
Sinners wih is Heir of all Things, and the Bright- 
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neſs of the eternal FATHER's Glery &. It ap-. 
pears, I flatter myſelf, from the Letter already in 


your Hand, That CHRIST fully anſwers the 


former Character. From this Epiſtle, I hope it 
will appear, That He is the very Perſon deſcribed 
in the latter Text. From both, that He is what 
his Prophet ſtyles, 4 SAVIOUR and a great One +. 

Eſtimate now, my dear Friend, eſtimate if You 
can, the Dignity and Excellency of this Sublime 
PERSON. Then may You learn, how to ſtate 
the Worth of his Righteouſneſs, and the Degree of 
Afﬀiance ſuited to his Merits. Rather you will per- 
ceive, that his ſpotleſs Birth, his perfectly obedi- 


ent Life, his exquiſitely bitter Death, are a Satiſ- 


faction of unknown Dignity ; precious t, far be- 
yond all the Graces of Men, and all the Duties of 
Angels; able to ſave to the uttermoſt, all that rely 
on them, and came unto G OD through them. 

Conſonant to this, are the Sentiments of that 
penetrating Critic and profound Scholar, Dr. Ligbi- 


foot, Who, treating of the ſame Subject ſays — 


« Add to all this the Dignity of his Perſon, who 
c performed this Obedience: that He was GOD 
„ as well as Man: and his Obedience is infinite. 


Such as, in its Validity, ſubdued Satan, and in 


its All-ſufficiency ſatisfied the Juſtice of GOD.” 
After which, our celebrated Author makes this 
important and delightful Improvement ; © Think, 
« Chriſtian, what a Stock of Obedience and Righ- 
< teouſneſs here is for thee, to anſwer and ſatisfy 

Vol. II. H <« for 


n + Ifai. xix. 20. 
t This is expreſſed by the ſacred Hiſtorian, with an 
Energy which no Tranſlation can equal; 74» rin re 


| Ti jar puers oy ni? amo viwy Ioan. Matt. xxvii. 9. 
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« for thy Diſobedience and Unrighteouſneſs, if 
« Thou become a Child of the Covenant. Here 
ce js enough for every Soul that comes to Him, 
ce be they never ſo many. Like the Widow's Oil 
ce in the Book of Kings, there is enough and enough 
« again, as long as any Veſſel is brought to re- 
« ceive it *.“ 80 that a Sinner, enriched with 
CHRIST's Righteouſneſs, - has ho Need to with 
for any Thing, cannot poſſibly obtain any Thing, 
to render him more completely righteous in the 
Sight of GOD. 

We do not wonder, that Gentiles, who are igno- 
rant of the REDEEMER; that Jews, who 
treat Him with contemptuous Scorn; that Profeſ- 
fors of Religion, who deny his eternal GO D- 
HEAD; place little, place no Confidence in his 


Righteouſneſs. But it is ſtrange, that Chriſtians, greate 
who know the SAVIOUR; who acknowledge the C 
his Divinity; and believe Him to be exalted above Poſfibl, 
all Bleſſing and Praiſe—it is exceedingly ſtrange, Wants 
that they do not rejoice in Him; make: their boaſt anſwer, 
in Him; and ſay, with a . Diſdain, of Rem 
every other Dependence, Get ye hence + 1 will no 
The Obedience of CHRIST !—The Obe- 
dience of HIM, who walketh in the Circuit, of 
the Skies 1, and all the Kingdoms of the World + Ma 
are reputed as Nothing before Him — The Obe- of the I. 
dience of HIM, who doeth according to his Will, — hy: 


in the Army of Heaven, and among the Inhabitants GOD: | 
of the Earth C !--The Obedience of HIM, who mentous 
is Alpha and Omega; the Beginning and the End- hd 22 
— 
ing; Exigenci 
ing his R 
Righteou 
comprehe 
on can pe 
He can 


* Lightfoot's Works, Vol. II. p. "oY + Iſai. xxx. 
22, t Job xxii. 14. $ Dan. iv. 35. 
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ing; which is, and which was, and which is to 
come; the Almighty * !—Doubtleſs, /uch Obedi- 
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ence muſt be deſerving, truly deſerving, of all that 
== \ Grace and Glory, which are, and will be commu- 


nicated to his People, in every Period of Time, and 
through all Ages of Eternity. Worthy is the Lamb 
that was ſlain. No wonder, that ſuch Obedience 
ſhould juſtify the Ungodly. Should make Us poor 
fallen Creatures righteous, — perfectly righteous in 
the Sight of GOD - without the Concurrence $f 
any good Works, or any holy Duties of our own +. 
Such an Aſſemblage of divine Perfections, muſt 


_ warrant, muſt demand, the moſt unreſerved and the 


moſt unbounded Confidence. — There never was, 
no, not in all Ages, nor in all Worlds, any thing 


greater or richer, more dignified or exalted, than 
the Obedience of our LORD.—Nay; it _is_im- 
poſſible to imagine, what could be /o ſuited to our 
Wants, ſo proper for our Reliance, or /o ſure to 

anſwer, more than anſwer all our Expectations. 
Remember what the Apoſtle affirms, and you 
will not wonder at my Aſſertion. In HIM dwell- 
H 2 | eth 


s Rev. i. 8. | 

+ May we not, in this Senſe, underſtand the Words 
of the LORD, delivered by his Prophet? Lock unto 
ME, and be Ye ſaved all the Ends of the Earth; for J 
am GOD, and there is nothing elſe. Iſai. xlv. 22. Jan 
GOD: this is the grand, all-dignifying, infinitely mo- 
mentous Circumſtance, There is nothing elſe ( pR) for 
a Sinner to truſt in. He can have nothing elſe, look 
where-ever He will. He need have nothing elſe, be his 
Exigencies ever ſo great. —A G OD incarnate, undertak- 
ing his Redemption! A G OD incarnate, becoming his 
Righteouſneſs, and the Author of his Salvation! This 
comprehends all that He can want. To this no Additi- 
on can poſſibly be made. It is unſpeakably more, than 
He can wiſh, or think. 
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eth all the Fulneſs of the GODHEAD bodily. onl. 
How comprehenſive and exalted is this Deſcription! con 
It colleRs into a Point, all the Rays of Majeſty and and 
Honour. It expreſſes in a Sentence, I ſay not 5 co! 
whatever this Pen has written, but whatever of gels 
Dignity and Excellence the Bible itſelf contains. — 3 = itlel 
The GODHEAD, the very Nature and -Eflence oven 
of the DEITY—T3ze Fulneſs of the GODHEAD; who 
unerring Wiſdom, almighty Power, and whatever who 
the great JEHOV AH challenges as his own. —4{ coul 
the Fulneſs; every incommunicable Attribute, in RIO. 
the moſt ample Meaſure, and in the higheſt De- Trut 
gree— All this dwells, not viſits occaſionally, but a Se 
ſtatedly, invariably, eternally reſides — Reſides in and | 
CHRIST JESUS badih; with an Union incon- pendc 
Fane cloſe and intimate, Inſomuch that the kindn 
GODHEAD inhabiting, and the Manhood in- He 
habited, make but one and the fame marvelous, ; Expe 
matchleſs, adorable PERS ON. 4 thing 
Therefore, adds the ſacred Diſputant, ye are Joy, 
complete in HIM*. Never was any Concluſion Ject V 
more weighty in itſelf, or founded on more ſolid | ject V 
Principles. Being united to CHRIST, and in- MR Righte 
tereſted in CHRIS T, Ye are filled with all that on h 
Fulneſs, which Man can receive, or GOD beſtow. MM 
—He ſays not, Ye ſhall be; at ſome diſtant Period, ⁵ 708 
or in ſome future State. But, Ye are; in this YI: 
preſent Life, and at this very Hour. Ye are not | This 
only an Ac 
Col. ii n l d phos 
9. 11. 9, IO, I:Tangwuercs, im eti, er fecti dicun- 
tur Coloſſentzs in CH RI To 3 * 4 OP = 


T)Mewas pleniſſimæ & perfectiſſimæ illius Obedientiæ, 
qua ob omni Legis Jugo, & a Peccatis liberandi, & ex 
adverſo omnibus Bonis ſpiritualibus & æternis ad Salu- 
tem, beandi erant, per Imputationem haberent, Vid. : 
Stockium in Voc. Tue, | ; 


. 
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only pardoned, but reconciled; and not only re- 
conciled, but accepted as righteous; nay, ye are 
and what can be ſaid or deſired more ?—ye are 
COMPLETE. And not barely before Men or An- 
gels, but before infinite Purity and Omniſcience 
itſelf, And this, without the Concurrence of your 
_ own Deeds, only by being Partakers of HIM, 
who is the Head of all Principality and Power. In 
whom, J are made, what neither Adam in Paradiſe 
could boaſt, nor Angels in Heaven can claim, THE 
RicHTEousNess of GOD.—Amazing, charming 
Truth! What a Fountatn is this, or rather what 
a Sea of fathomleſs Depth, to obliterate all Sins, 
and ſupply all Wants! What a Mirrour of ſtu- 
pendous vn e and ever to be adored Loving- 
kindneſs ! 

Here let our Meditations fx, and here let all our 
Expectations center. From this, not from any 
thing of our own, let Us derive our Peace, our 
Joy, our ſupreme Complacency.—Into this Sub- 
ject We can never dive too deeply. Of this Sub- 
jet We can never think too magnificently, The 
4 Righteouſnefs of CHRIST is the Maſter-Pillar, 
t on which our preſent and eternal Welfare reſts. 


There hangs all human Hope: that Nail ſupports 
Our falling Univerſe. 


This renders his Interceſſion prevalent. He is 
an Advocate, a ſucceſsful Advocate with the 
FATHER. Why? Becauſe He is FESUS 
, CHRIST the Righteous *. — From hence reſults 
his Ability to juſtify, He ſhall juſtify Many, 
23 ip p faith 

* 1 John ii. 1, 
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faith the LORD JEHOVAH. On what con- 
ſideration ? Becauſe He is my righteous Servant *.— 
This, and no other, is the meritorious Cauſe of our 
Salvation. Judah ſhall be ſaved; {hall eſcape Dam-. 
nation, and inherit Glory. On what Account ? 
On Account of the righteous BRANCH raiſed up 
unto David 4.— Since then our Acceptance, Juſtifi- 
cation, and Salvation ; ſince our Comfort in Time, 
and our Happineſs to Eternity, all depend upon the 
Righteouſneſs of CHRIST; how ſhould we de- 
light in contemplating its faultleſs, its matchleſs, its 
tranſcendent Excellency | — Grand! All-ſufficient ! 
In every Circumſtance . Nothing equal 
to it, on Earth, in Heaven, throughout the Uni- 
verſe ! — Surpaſſing the Multitude of our Sins and 
the Enormity of our Guilt! Surpaſſing all, that 
Men can expreſs, or Angels conceive ! Being truly, 
properly, abſolutely DIVYINE. | 

And is this Righteouſneſs mine? Is this Righte- 


. ouſneſs yours, Theron? Is this Righteouſneſs free 


- 


for every Sinner? Pleaſing, captivating, rapturous 
Thought! — Who can forbear exulting and tri- 
umphing, in the boundleſs Blefling | On ſuch an Oc- 
caſion, methinks, ſome Sallies of Enthuſiaſm, or 
even ſome Starts of Tautology, are the Language of 
Senſibility, of Propriety, of Nature, 
5 Haiah 


* Iſai. liii. 11. 


+ Jer. xxiii. 5, 6. I believe, it will be needleſs to ob- 
ſerve, that the Salvation, mentioned in this and other 
Paſſages, of like Import, is not limited to a temporal De- 
liverance, but extends to a State of ſpiritual and eter- 
aal Happineſs. 'The temporal is only a ſubordinate 
Bleſſing: a Kind of Appendage to the other: ſomewhat 
like the Halo round the Globe of the Moon, or that farnt 
and ſecondary Range of Colours, which frequently attends 
the glowing Rainbow, 
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Taiah thought it ſuch an inexhauſtible Source of 
Joy, as ſhould fill, more than fill the Heart of Sin- 
ners. Should overflow all Bounds, and pervade the 
whole Creation. Should aſcend to the higheſt, 
deſcend to the loweſt, reach the remoteſt, and affect 
even the moſt inſenſible Parts of the Univerſe. 
Therefore He cries; Sing, O ye Heavens; for the 
CORD, the LORD Himſelf, hath done it. Out 
juſtifying Righteouſneſs is finiſhed ; finiſhed. by 
JEHOV AH, ſojourning in human Fleſh. Shout 
ye lower Parts of the Earth : break forth into Singing, 
ye Mountains: O Foreſt, and every Tree therein, join 
and augment the general Joy. For the LORD 
| f has, in an infinitely magnificent and an infinitely 
| 1 perfect Manner, redeemed Facob; and glorified Him- 
5 ſelf tn this moſt adorable Method of recovering 
FM Ifrael*, more than by all his other marvelous 

Works.—O for the Tongue of a Seraph ! — But 
q 3 even this would be defective: ſuch Ardour cold, 
2 and ſuch Energy languid. 
88 


I have done: I add no more: I leave it to ſome 

future Letter? to ſome more labour'd Eſſay? No; 

- but to the Hymns of Heaven, and the Adorations 
| of Eternity, to ſupply the Deficiency of my Ac- 
knowledgments.—In the mean Time, let me intreat 
my Theron to contemplate our LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, under that gracious and glorious Cha- 
racter, deſcribed by the Prophet, 4 PRIEST 
upon bis THRONE +. Dignifying the ſacerdo- 
tal Cenſer by the regal Diadem; adding all the Ho- 
nours of his eternal Divinity, to the Sacrifice of his 
bleeding Humanity. — Then, I promiſe myſelf, You 
H 4 will 


Iſai. xliv. 23. + Zech. vi. 13. 


= — _—_ 7 — mü᷑P!— — — — 


— 
= = 

— — — —£= 4 

* > * 


— 
— 


— - x: 


— 


S 
— — 
FI 


i 2 2 
ur, 


— — SE &._- a” 
> = 


„ 


= 
- * — - itz 
_— * 2 2 D 2 
= — —  — A Ee ee en A =A - ** — = = — = — 2 
by be — — _ - = _ — Z 3 N 
— _ . — * — — : - ; . — — 4 
— — 2 * — ha * — « - x 3 mg” p = * — ©. — 2 — ry * 7: 
4 - \ 8 — — — . 4 * PR IT — x 3 & p a Ad : — — - - — - — 
= . — : — — — hi . -2 * — 7 F 
w — — —— - — — — — = =_ — Me — — — 2 > —— , — k woes, U — 1 * p 2 : 
. ae = - — — — DI DO m—_ — = ci db —— —— ——— - 5 a —— — 
. . . - — — — — — — 5 - 1 — _  - —_—y — — — — — _ * s 
w = —_ — w * = — — * * = a - 4 "= * 
— 5 - — Ln 


— 


120 {' ASPASIO TO THERON. LET. 8. 


will find it almoſt impoſſible, not to adopt the em- 


phatical and ardent Proteſtation of the Apoſtle; - 
GOD forbid, that I ſhould glory, that I ſhould con- 


fide, ſave only in the Croſs of CHRIST FESUS 

my LORD; and in the conſummate, divine, ever- 

laſting Righteouſneſs, finiſhed on that bloody Tree. 
When You made the Tour of France and Italy; 


and, crofling the Alps, gained the Summit of ſome 


commanding Ridge— When you looked round, 
with Aſtoniſnment and Delight, on the ample 
Plains, which, crouded with Cities, and adorned 
with Palaces, extend their beauteous "Tracts be- 
low—When You ſurveyed the famous Rivers, which 
roll in ſhining Dignity along the fruitful Vallies 
ſtating the Boundaries of Kingdoms, and waſting 


Plenty through the Nations—When You ſhot your 


tranſported View to the Ocean, whoſe unmeaſurable 
Flood meets the Arch of Heaven, and terminates 
the Landſcape with inconceivable Grandeur — Did 


You, then, chooſe to forego the Pleaſure reſulting 


from ſuch a Proſpect, in order to gaze upon the 
naked Cragg of ſome adjacent Rock ? Or, could You 
turn your Eyes from thoſe magnificent Objects, and 
faſten them with pleaſed Attention upon a Halloto 
Puddle, that lay ſtagnating at your Feet ? 

You, Who have beheld the Scene, can accom- 
modate the Simile, with peculiar Advantage. For 
which Reaſon, I ſhall wave the Application. On- 
ly I would claim the Liberty of a Friend, and once 
more beg, with a benevolent Importunity beg of 


| You, to conſider diligently this myſterious Righ- 


teouſneſs, which is both GOD's and the Chriſ- 
tian's. GOD's, as to its Origin and Excellency, 
The Chriſtian's, as to its Uſe and Enjoyment. 

Ignorance 
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Ignorance of this Doctrine, leads into two of the 
* moſt dangerous Miltakes, and pernicious Evils—an 
unavailiig Attempt to eſtabliſh our own Righteouſ- 
neſs—and a fatal Reſolution of not ſubmitting to the 
Righteouſneſs of GOD. Therefore, I cannot for- 
bear tranſcribing into my Paper, what is often 
breathed in Supplication from my Lips— 
« O Thou GOD of infinite Glory! thou 

« GOD of unbounded Goodneſs! thou GOD 
« of immenſely rich Grace]! Who haſt given thy 
« gown adorable SON, to be the Atonement for 
« all my Sins; to be my Righteouſneſs, my Portion, 
« and my Salvation—to be a better Righteouſneſs 
ce for me, than the moſt perfect Obedience, perform- 
« ed through ten thouſand Years—to be à better 
« Portion for meg than all the Riches in Heaven 
« above, and in the Earth beneath—to be a more 
<« complete Salvation for me, than my Heart couid 
« wiſh, or my very Thoughts imagine—O / give 
« me, give my Friend, an enlightened Under/flanding, 
« that We may know HIM that is true, and know 
« Him as our own. Give Us the ineſtimable Bleſ- 
e ſing, that Me may le in HA that is true, even 
« in thy SON JESUS CHRIST. Fer, this 
« SAVIOUR is the true GOD, and thus to know 
« Him is eternal Life *.” 

My Theron needs no Argument te convince Him, 
that ſuch a Prayer is an Act of rational and real 
Friendſhip; is the moſt genuine and ſubſtantial 
Proof, that I am . 


His truly Affectionate 
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r T n K.. 
THERON TO ASPASIO, 


Dear As PAS o, 


y OUR two Letters have reached my Hand; and 

I hope, they have not miſſed my Heart. 1 
might inform You, what Pleaſure they gave me, 
and how highly I eſteem them. But You deſire no 


ſuch Compliments. You defire to ſee me impreſſed 


with the Sentiments, and living under their Influ- 
ence, This would be the moſt acceptable Acknow- 
ledgment to my Apaſio, becauſe it would be the 
moſt happy Effect to his Theron. May every Day, 
therefore, bring a freſh Acceſſion of ſuch Grati- 
tude to me, and of ſuch Satisfaction to You, 

To watch for my Soul, and pray for my Salvati- 
on, | am thoroughly convinced, is the trueſt In- 
Kance of rational and exalted Friendſhip. - Every 
Claim to that amiable Character, is defectiue and 
wain, if it does not extend to our ſpiritual Intereſts, 
and our everlaſting Welfare. For which Reaſon, 
I need not intreat J to continue and perpetuate 
this beſt Exerciſe of ſocial Kindneſs. Or if I do, 
it is rather to teſtify how much I prize the Favour, 
than to prompt your affectionate and ready Mind. 

Your laſt found me at a Friend's Houſe, which 


lies pretty near the weffern Ocean.—Yeſterday, 
| 9 waked 
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| waked by the Lark, and riſing with the Dawn #, 1 


ſtrolled into the fragrant Air, and dewy Fields. 
While, as/ Shakeſpear with his uſual Nn 
expreſſes _ 


— Focund Day 
Stood tip- toe on the miſiy Mountain's Top. 


Sweet was the Breath of Morn, and ſweet the 


Exhalations of the freſhned Flowers — Grateful 


were the ſoft Salutes of the cooling Zephyrs, at- 
tended with the Charm of earlieſt Birds—Delight- 
ful the Sun, painting with his orient Beams the 
Chambers of the Firmament, and unveiling the 
Face of univerſal Nature. 

My Mind, but little effected with theſe inferior 
Entertainments, was contemplating an Obje& ot 
infinitely ſuperior Dignity. Contemplating that 
Adorable BEING, who raiſed—from nothing 
raiſed this ſtupendous Syſtem of Things; and ſup- 
ports—with his Word ſupports the magnificent 
Frame, Who (to ſpeak in the 'Language of his 


own SPIRIT) openeth the Eyelids of the Morning, 
and commandeth the Day-ſpring to know its Place t. 


— 


Com- 


* Evandrum, ex humili Tecto Lux ſuſcitat alma, 
Et matutini Volucrum ſub Culmine Cantus. VIA. 


Lux alma -A lovely Expreſſion! Deſcribing the Mild- 
neſs, the Beauty, and the chearin 8 Efficacy of the riſing 
Sun. It is, 1 think, incapable of an egual Tranſlation 
but reminds me of a very fine Compariſon in our ſacred 
Eclogues, which repreſents the charming Appearance, 
and the benign Influence of the Goſpel-church, at its 
firſt Opening on the Gentile World—Who is this that looketh 


forth as the Morning ? Cant. vi. 10. 
1 Job xxxvüi. 12. 
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Commandeth the Light, by its punctual and pleaſ- 
ing Miniſtrations, to draw aſide the Curtain of 
Darkneſs; and diſcover the Skies, ſhining with 
Glories; and diſcloſe the Earth, blooming with 
Beauties, 


FATHER f Light and Life, ſaid my tran- 
ſported Mind, 


D GOOD SUPREME! 
0 teach me what is good! Teach me THYSEL F. 
Save me from Folly, Vanity and Vice, 
From every low Purſuit ! and feed my Soul 
| With Faith, with conſcious Peace, and Virtue pure, 
Sacred, ſubſtantial, never-fading Bliſs *. 


Wrapt in Wonder, and loft in Thought, I ram- 
bled careleſly along, till I was inſenſibly brought 
to the Shore, Which, in theſe Parts, is prodigiouſ- 
ly high and ftrong : perfectly well fitted, to Aland 
as an everlaſting Barrier t, againſt the impetuous 
Stroke of conflicting Winds, and the ponderous 
Sweep of daſhing Surges.—Not that the Omnipo- 


tent ENGINEER has any Need of theſe im- 


pregnable Ramparts. Here, it is true, they inter- 
vene; and not only repreſs the rolling Invader, 
out 


* THowuson's Winter. 

+ Theſe, doubtleſs are ** the Doors and the Bars,” 
which the ALMIGHTY mentions in the courſe of his 
awful Interrogatories to Job. The maſſy Doors, which 
can never be forced; the id Bars, which can never be 
broke; and I may add, the confpicuous Columns, on which 
his Providence has inſcribed that ſovereign Mandate, 
Ne plus ultra. Or, as the Prohibition runs in his own 
majeſtic Words, Hetherto ſhalt thou go, but no farther ; and 
here ſpall thy proud Waves be flayed. Job xxxviii. 11. 
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but ſpeak the ſupreme uncontroulable Power of 
their MAKE R. —In other Places, all ſuch la- 
boured Methods of Fortification are laid aſide. 
The CREATOR ſhews the aſtoniſhed World, 
that He is confined to no Expedients ; but orders all 
Things, according to the Pleaſure of his own Will. 
He bids a low Bank of deſpicable Sand, ſuſtain 
the Shock, and curb the Rage of furious aſſaulting 
Seas. Though the Waves thereof toſs themſelves, with 
incredible Fierceneſs, yet can they not prevail; 
though they roar, and ſeem to menace univerſal De- 
ſtruction, yet can they not paſs over * this ſlighteſt of 
Mounds. 8 | 
A winding Paſſage broke the Declivity of the 
Deſcent; and led me, by a gradual Slope, to the 
Bottom.— The Moon being in her laſt Quarter, 
and the Tide at its greateſt Receſs, I walked for 
a while, where briny Waves were wont to flow. 
The ebbing Waters had left a vacant Space, ſeve- 
ral Furlongs broad ; equal in Length, to a very 
extended Viſta ; ſmooth on its Surface, as the moſt 
level Bowling-green ; and almoſt as firm, as the 
beſt compacted Cauſey. Inſomuch, that the Tread 
of a Horſe ſcarce impreſſes it, and the Waters of 
the Sea never penetrate it. Excluſive of this wiſe 
Contrivance, the ſearching Waves would infinuate 
themſelves into the Heart of the Earth. The Earth 
itſelf would be Halleto as an Honey-Comb, or bibu- 
lous as a Sponge. And the Sea, ſoaking by de- 
grees through all its Cavities, would, in Proceſs 
of Time, forſake its Bed, and mingle with the 
Plains and Mountains. But this cloſ&r cemented 
or 


* Jer. vi 23. 
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or glutinous Kind of Pavement, is like claying the 
Bottom of the univerſal Canal. So that the re- 
turning Tides conſolidate rather than perforate 
its Subſtance. By keeping it perpetually moiſt, 
they prevent the Sun from cleaving it with Chinks. 
— Such, I hope, will be the Caſe, with this Soul 
of mine; and the Temptations that beſet me. Be- 
ſet me they do, they will. But may they never 
win upon my Affections, nor gain Aadmittance 
into my Heart! Let them make me humble, and 
keep me vigilant; teach me to walk cloſely with my 
GOD, and urge me to an inceſſant Dependance on 
CHRIST. Then, inſtead of being ruinous, they 
may become advantageous ; and inſtead of ſhatter- 
ing, will only cleanſe the Rock, on which they 
i mighty Waters, reſtleſs even in their ut- 
moſt Tranquility, with a ſolemn “ but placid Mur- 
mur, ſtruck my Ear. The Billows, ſometimes 
advancing to kiſs the Sand; ſometimes drawing 
back their curly Heads into the Deep ; whitened, 
at their Extremities, into an agreeable Foam. 
Which, with the reflexive Repreſentation of the 
azure Canopy, formed the Appearance of a majeſtic 
floating _— tinged with a beautiful Blue, and 
edged with Fringes of Silver. —Dignity and Ele- 

gance, 


* This is deſcribed with inimitable Delicacy by 
 HomERr; 
Bu d' axrwy wage gun eh Mono Coo Jaraoon. 
There is, in the very Sound of the Epithet woxvpacioGue 
ſuch a fine Expreſſive Propriety ; ſo happily adapted to 


the majeſtic Roar' of the Ocean, and the pompous 
Swell of the Waves, 


Qualem nequeo monſtrare, & ſentio tantum, 
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gance, I find, are the inſeparable Characteriſties of 
the CREATOR's Workmanſhip. As Comfort 
and Happineſs, I ſometimes perceive, are the very 
Spirit of his Goſpel, and the genuine Produce of 
his Commands, 

How numerous are theſe Sands! Bid an Ac- 
comptant take the Number of them. His Imagi- 
nation recoils at the very Thought. © Number 
6 errant No; not the millionth Part, even in a 

thouſand Years. Or ſhould Time and Ability 
« «Roe Figures would fail, and Words be inſuf- 
« ficient.” Nothing in the whole Round of Crea- 
tion, can ſuggeſt a finer Image, to repreſent the 
greateſt Multitude. It brings to my Mind one 
of the moſt pictureſque and beautiful Paſſages, 
which I have met with in any Language. The 
Paflage occurs in that noble Piece of hiſtorical and 
poetical Painting, the Ixxviith Pſalm. It deſcribes 
the prodigious Quantity of Quails, with which 
the bountiful Hand of JEHOV AH viQualled, it 


may ſo ſpeak, the {ſracitih Camp. He raines 


Fleſh upon them as Duſt, and feathered Fowls lite as 
the Sand of the Sea. Rai ned, is a very bold Meta- 
phor; admirably expreſſive of Copiouſneſs— Fs 
Duſt; which in ſome parched Seaſon, and 'near 
ſome populous City, covers and overwhelms the 
public Road Lite the Sand of the Sea; is an Ad- 
vance upon the preceding Compariſon, and dif- 
plays the miraculous Supply in a more ſtriking 
Light. Methinks, I ſee the feathery Legions, 
lying Heaps upon Heaps; cloſely wedged, in vaſt 
Extent, and proportionable Depth. Reſembling 
thoſe Beds of Sand, which the ever working Surges 

have, 


er 
* 
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have, for Years and Ages, been AE! up, on 
the Confines of the Ocean. 

| The Sand of the Sea! One wheld imagine; this 
Compariſon was emphatical enough, to denote any 


Multitude. But in one Inſtance, it is incompe- 


tent; it falls ſhort. In denoting the profuſe Libe- 
rality of JEHOV AH to his unworthy Creatures. 
Conſider the Multiplicity of Conveniencies, Com- 
forts, Delights, which He has commanded every 
Element to afford Us. Conſider the various Bleſ- 
fings which his ſparing, delivering, protecting 
Providence has vouchſafed Us, Conſider thoſe 
better, far better Things, which the Goſpel 
of his Grace offers to Us, in this World; and 
which his infinite Goodneſs has prepared for Us, 
in another World. Conſider all this, and We 
may truly ſay, He poureth his Benefits around Us : 
He heapeth his Mercies upon Us: yea, his Mer- 
cies and his Benefits, are MORE in Number than 
the Sand. | 
The Sand, in another View, excites the Idea of 
great Extent, or large Capacity. "Thoſe Waters 
are wide, but this Border of encircling Gravel is 
wider ſtill. It may be called the Rim of the Veſ- 
ſel, which contains the unmeaſurable Waves. Are 
any Arms extended to fuch a Length, as thoſe 
which ſtretch themſelves quite round the World of 
Waters? Within whoſe ample Circumference, the 
Surges of the Atlantic and Pacific, the Billows of 
the northern and the 3 Ocean, find Room to 
ſpread, and ſwell, and roll at large? Once again 
let me admire the uncommon Boldneſs, and exqui- 
ine Propriety of the Scriptural Compariſons. They 
ſet uu the Wiſdom of Solomon, by this moſt 
appolite 


came 
Studic 
ons, 1 
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appoſite and magnificent Image. GOD pave Solo- 
mon Wiſdom and Underſtanding, exceeding much; and 
Largeneſs of Heart, extenſive and capacious, even as the 
Sand that is upon the Sea-ſhore« 

A ſingle Glance on his Accompliſhments will 
evince the Truth of this Character. —As a Mora- 
liſt, He ſpate three thouſand Proverbs ; weighty with 
Senſe, conciſely -worded, and of excellent Uſe in 
the Conduct of Life.— As a Poet, His Songs were 
a thouſand and five; embelliſhed (if We may judge 
from the Specimen, that is come down to our Hands) 

with the richeſt Imagery, animated with the ten- 
dereſt Affection, and ennobled with the moſt re- 
fined Sentiments.— As a Philoſopher, . He had an 
extraordinary Inſight into the Myſteries of Na- 
ture. For He made Obſervations on the Animals, 
which inhabit every Element; their Natures, theic - 
Qualities, their Uſes. He ſpake alſo of Trees, from 
the Cedar-Tree, that is in Lebanon, even to the Hyſſop, 

; that ſpringeth out of the Wall, —Yea; ſo unconfined 

was the Compaſs of his intellectual Abilities, that 


- 
— — — — — — — 
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cz. Saw <S 7 : a 
"1 1 * _ a 3 — * 
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f | He gave his Heart to ſeek and to ſearch concerning all 4 | 
a Things, that are done under the Sun. With ſuch 1 | 
s Succeſs did He proſecute his Inquiries, that there 14 
4 came of all People to hear the Wiſdom of Solomon. 1 
4 Studious Perſons, from all the neighbouring Nati- I 
- ons, reſorted to his Court; that they might learn L 
f from this conſummate Scholar, and kindle their | | 
w Tapers at his Lamp. What added unſpeakable - 
f Luſtre to theſe diſtinguiſhed Endowments, they 4 | 
F were ſo many Handmaids to the great Miſtreſs of s 
--1 all, divine Grace. He taught both Subjects and fl 
A Foreigners, to fear GOD and keep his Command- | 
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ments. Making all his Lectures ſubſervient and 
conducive to true Religion, 
Was ever Mind ſo wonderfully enlarged, and ſo 
richly furniſhed? Yet, when he comes to caſt up 
the Reckoning, to acquaint Us with the Sum total 
of his/Acquirements, He places this humbling Ac- 
knowledgment, at the Foot of the Account; That 
which is wanting, cannot be numbered. Much I have 
ſearched; much I have found; but that which is 
wanting, that which is ſtill to be diſcovered, is in- 
comparably more. The Objects of Science are 
an unbounded Abyſs. I have only ſkimmed the 
Surface, and coaſted the Shores. What remains 
to be explored, in thoſe vaſt Spaces, which lie be- 
tween the Range of a finite Mind, and the Perfec- 
tions of the infinite GOD; this ſurpaſſes the 
Power of Language to tell, or of Arithmetic to 
count. It cannet be. numbered.—Admirable Man! 
I know not which are moſt conſpicuous, the 
Humility and Modeſty of his Sentiments ; the 
very ſuperior Strength of his Faculties, and the 
vaſt Compaſs of his Knowledge; or the no- 
ble Similitude, by which the latter are diſplayed. 
On one Side, the Atlantic Main rolled its Surges 
from World to World. Immenſe, immenſe Diffuſion 
of Waters! What a Spectacle of Magnificence ! 


What an irreſiſtible Incitement to Reverence and 


Awe ; How it fills the Mind, and amazes the Ima+ 
gination! Tis the grandeſt and moft auguſt Ob- 
jet under the whole Heavens. It reminds me of 
that apocalyptic Viſion, which John, the inraptured 
Seer, beheld ! At it were a great Mountain burning 


with * Was coſt into the Sea, and the third Part of 
the 
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the Sea became Blood ; and the third Part of the Crea- 
tures which were in the Sea, and bad Life, died; and 
the third Part of the Ships were defirayed *. I have 
not Penetration enough, to diſcover the ſpiritual 
Meaning of this Paſſage; . but, I difcern a moſt 
dreadful Grandeur, in its plain and literal Senſe, 
If We conſider the wonderful Compaſs, and the 
terrible Force of ſuch an enormous Maſs of Fire; 
if We conſider its horrible and deſtructive Effects, 
on ſuch a vaſt Body of Waters, as the third Parr 
of the Ocean ; how tremendous and aſtoniſhing is 
the Idea]! Surely, nothing but divine Inſpiration 
could ſuggeſt theſe Images; as nothing but an 
Almighty Arm can execute this Vengeance, Whe 
would not fear an eternal KING, that has ſuch 
"Weapons and ſuch Artillery, reſerved againſt the 
Day of Battle and War +. 
| Spacious as the Sea is, "GOD has provided a 
Garment, to cover it. Profound as the Sea is, 
GOD has prepared ſwadling Bands, to inwrap it. 
Ungovernable as it may ſeem to Us, He over-rules 
it with as much Eaſe, as the Nurſe manages a 
new-born Infant 1. An Infant it is, before Al- 
mighty Power; and to an Infant it is compared, 
by JEHOVAH Himſelf; though, to our Ap- 
prehenſion, it raves like a /lupendous Madman.— 
Tofling mighty Fleets, with their "Thouſands and 
Millions of Tons, like a Tennis-Ball ; and ſhat- 
tering them, with their Ribs of Oak and Iron, 
like an Egg-Shell, 


I 2 | Yet 


* Rev. viii. 8, 9. + Job xxxviii. 23. . Job 
xxxviii. 8, 9. i 
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Let if GOD comrſfiands, this outrageous Ele- 
ment opens a peaceful Boſom, and receives his 
People. It ſmooths the Way for their Paflage, and 


LET. 9. 


ſands as a Bulwark for their Defence. They 


march through the midſi of the Sea upon dry Ground, 
and the Waters, in hanging Heaps, or rather in fluid 
Mountains, are a Wall unto them on their Right-hand 
and on their left *. If he reverſes his Mandate, 
they drive down, with an irreſiſtible Sweep, upon 
the Hoſts of Pharaoh; and overwhelm the Chariots 
and Horſes of Egypt, They pour Confuſion upon 
Arrogance +, and diſappoint the Deſigns of Per- 
ſecution and Cruelty.— If He ſays, Be fill: the 
bellowing Surges are huſhed; and the gentleſt 
Lamb is not ſo quiet. If He ſays, Deſtroy : even 


the quieſcent Waters kindle into Rage; they riſe 


in their MAK ER's Cauſe; and ten thouſand 
Lions, ſtung with Hunger, and ruſhing upon 
| their 


* Exod. xiv. 22. 

+ Arrogance—This is deſcribed with exquiſite Deli- 
cacy, in the Ew or triumphant Song of Moſes. The 
Enemy /aid, I will purſue; I will overtake ; I will divide 
the Spoil ; my Luft ſhall be ſatisfied upon them : I will draw 
my Sword, mine Hand ſhall deſtroy them.—What ſwelling 
Words of Vanity are here! 'The very Spirit of a Thra/o 
breathes in every Syllable of this beautiful Preſepopæia. 
Never was the Language of Blufter, Ferocity, and Rhodo- 
mantade, ſo finely mimicked. —How noble is the Turn, 
and how exalted the Sentiment, which follows! THOU 
didſt blow with thy Wind; the Sea covered them ; they ſank 
as Lead inthe mighty Waters, The GOD of TJyrael need 
not ſummon all his Power, or level the right-aiming 
Thunder-bolts; He only gives a Blaſt with the Breath 
of his Diſpleaſure, and the great Mountain breaks like 
a Bubble. Alt this inſolent and formidable Parade is 
quaſhed ; ſinks into Nothing; expires in Shame and 
Ruin. Exod. Xs. 9, io. . 


ö 
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their Prey, are not ſo fierce, When He bids them 
execute any other Commiſſion; the Horſe broke 
to the Bit, the Spaniel diſciplined to the Signal, 
are not half ſo dutiful and obſequious. Shall our. 
Paſſions be more wild and headſtrong than the 
Winds; more turbulent nd ungovernable than 
the Billows? Forbid it, Almighty LORD! 
Thou that rule? the Raging of the Sea, and the Noiſe 
of his Waves ; reſtrain, ſubdue, and calm the Mad- 
neſs of the People. 

The Eye travels hard. It wanders over a vaſt 
Length, and vet Breadth of fluctuating Plains *. 
It reaches the Limits of the Horizon, where Skies 
and Waves ſeem to mingle. Yet it has ſcarce 
made an Entry upon the World of Waters, — Was 
I placed on the Summit of Atlas, or could I take 
a 'Survey from the Peak of Teneriffe, even in this 


commanding Situation, I ſhould diſcern no more, 
than the Skirts of the great and wide Sea, Tracts 


.of amazing Magnitude, ſwell and float all around ; 


yet Tracts incomparably broader, are till behind; 
and Tracts of unbounded Extent, are behind even 
thoſe, | | 

Great then, O my Soul, inconceivably great, 
muſt. that adored and glorious SOVEREIGN 
be, who fitteth upon this Flood; and the World of 
Waters, is but as the Footſtool, to his Throne +. 
Nay ; Who holds the mighty Waves, diffuſed as 
they are, from Pole to Pole, in the Hollow of his 
Hand; and before whom, in all their prodigious 
Dimenſions, they are but as the Drop of a Bucket. 
I 3 — How 


- Campoſque natante. Luc RET. 
+ Pſal. xxix. 10, * 
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How ſhall Reptiles of the Ground fink low enough 
in their own Apprehenſions! What Humiliation 
can be ſufficiently deep for ſinful Mortals, before 
this “ High and Holy ONE!” Yet how may 
they riſe on the Wings of Hope]! How may they 
ſoar on the Pinions of Faith! When, in the Lan- 
guage of his Prophet, and in his own SON's Name, 
they thus addreſs the everlaſting GOD. Awake / 
Awake ! Put on Strength, O Arm of the LORD! 
Awake, for our Succour and Security, as in the 
antient Days, in the Generations of old. Art Thou not 
it, that hath cut Rahab, and wounded the Dragon? 
Art Thou not it, which hath dried the Sea, the Waters 
of the great Deep! That hath made the Depths of the 
Sea, a Way for the Ranſomed to paſs over * ? 

How grand, ſurpriſingly grand and majeſtic, are 
the Forks, as well as the Attributes of an Omni- 
potent BEING! What are all the Canals in 
all the Kingdoms of the Earth, compared with 
this immenſe Reſervatory ? What are all the ſuperb 
Edifices, erected by royal Munificence, compafed 
with yonder Concave of the Skies! And what are 
the moſt pompous Illuminations of Theatres and 
triumphant Cities, compared with the reſplendent 
Source of Day! They are a Spark, an Atom, a 
Drop. — Nay, in every Spark, and Atom, and 
Drop, which proceeds from the Hand of the A L- 
MIGHTY, there is the Manifeſtation of a Wiſ- 
dom and a Power abſolutely incomprehenſible, 


Let 


* Iſai. I1./9, 10. Ocupa eapaczor, ſays Chryſoſtom ! 
Tolt v Tew 20 tree ng Yuruos ay ts TWAEOEYIW, CANAL Welsvo- 
prevry, ERS oUN,b KW; 0k π W οοαιε ANNE UT VITWY 
etre. 8 1 
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Let us examine a ſingle Drop of Water, the 

very leaſt Quantity, which the Eye can diſcern; 
only ſo much, as will juſt adhere to the Point of a 
Needle. In this almoſt imperceptible Speck, a 
famous Philoſopher computes no leſs than thirteen 
thouſand Globules. Amazing to conceive! Im- 
poſſible to explicate ! —If then in fo ſmall a Speck, 
abundantly more than ten thouſand Globules exiſt, 
what Myriads of Myriads muſt float in the unmea- 
ſured Extent of the Ocean ! Let the ableſt Arith- 
metician try to comprehend in his Mind, not the 
internal Conſtitution, but only the Number of theſe 
fluid Particles. As well may he graſp the Winds 
in his Fiſt, or mete out the Univerſe with his 
Span, as execute the "Taſk. —lIf then we are utterly 
unable to number (which is the mo? ſuperficial of 
all Reſearches) even the moſt common Works of 
the great JEHOVAH; how can We pretend 
to lay open the Secrets, and penetrate the Recefles 
of his infinite Mind! How can We pretend to in- 
veſtigate the whole Proceſs, and ſolve all the Dif- 
ficulties, of that Hhighet and deepeſt of the divine 
Schemes, REDEMPTION. 

I have ſometimes been offended, I muſt ae 
Apaſio, when You have enlarged upon the myfteri- 
ous Truths of Chriſtianity. And I have often been 
ſurpriſed, to obſerve, in our LORD's Charac- 
ter, the joint Appearance of human Weakneſs and 
heavenly Majeſty. To fee Him encompaſſed with 
every bodily Want, and every innocent Infirmity; 
yet claiming every divine Perfection, every Attri- 
bute of that peerleſs ONE, who ſhares not his 
Glory with another, — But I perceive, the Beam 
was in my. own Eye, when I fanſied, the Mote 

25 14 | was 
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was in my Friend's. The Miſt was not on the 
Scriptures, but Darkneſs on my own Apprehen- 
ſions, | 

Is there, in everysRay of Light, and in every 
Particle of Matter, a Depth of Contrivance unfa- 
thomable by the Line of any human Underſtand- 
ing? And ſhall there be nothing abſtruſe or pro- 
found, nothing but what is level to our ſcanty Ap- 
prehenſions, in the great“ Things of GOD's Law, 
and the glorious + Things of his Goſpel ?, To expect 
this, is juſt as wiſe in itſelf, and juſt as congruous 
to Nature, as to expect — a Sea, whoſe Cavities 
might have been digged by our Spade—a Sky, 
whoſe Arches are meaſureable by our Compaſſes 
—a Sun, - whoſe Orb may be included in our 
Lanthorns. iche 
When therefore I read of O NE uncreated and 
eternal BEING, ſubſiſting in THREE Divine 
PERSONS jt; when [I hear of an infinitely pure 
and perfet GOD, made Fleſh for the Redemp- 
tion of ſinful Men; when I meditate on the 
righteous, and univerſal, JUDGE, reconciling the 
World unto Himſelf, by the Death of his own 
Non en F bohes DON; 


* 427 Hol. viii. 12. 

+ Ta wiſaxue te Oe, Acts ii. 11. 

'2 It is well ſaid, by an Anonymous Author while 

* the Scripture clearly diitingutſhes thoſe Works, where- 
«« in the DEITY appears acting alone, it alſo points 
«cut THREE, who are often * to be ONE, 
«« as acting each his Part in the ſame Work. And par- 
«« ticular Care 1s taken to aſcribe every divine Work 
„ and Perfection to HIM, who humbled Himſelf unto 
Death; that the Evidence might be very clear, where 
% the Objection might ſeem ſtrongeſt; and this not in 
« a few more obſcure Paſſages, | in the moſt open 
Manner throughout the Scripture,” 


angr) 
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SON ;—when a thouſand curious and inquiſitive 
Thoughts are ready to ariſe on the Occaſion ; I 
will bid them firſt found the Depths of a ſingle 
Drop, and- then apply their Plummet to the bound- 
leſs Ocean. This, I am very ſure, is not weak 
Credulity, nor wild Enthuſiaſm ; but the matureſt 
Dictate of Reaſon, and the very Preciſion of Truth. 
—Let then the great CREATOR make that 
ſublime Declaration; As the Heavens are higher 
than the Earth, ſo are my Ways, than your Ways; 
and my Thoughts than your Thoughts x.. Let every 
human Creature ,add that humble Acknowledg- 
ment; O the Depths of the Riches, bath of the N 
dom and Knowledge of GOD! How unſearchable 
are his Tudgments, and his Ways paſt finding out + ! 
And not Devotion only, but Reafon and Truth, 


will ſay Amen to both. 


You ſee, Aſpaſio, how I am trying to adopt your 


Spirit. You will obſerve the willing Scholar, 


though not the great Proficient, —But ſtay! Is 
this right! To divert from ſuch commanding Sub- 
jets, and take notice of mere Punctilios ?—My 
Friend may ſpare his Frowns. I am ſurpriſed and. 
angry at myſelf. Away. with the little. Arts of 
Self- recommendation. Se/f ſhould be forgot, ſhould 
be ſwallowed up and 4% in devout Aftoniſhment, 
when We are viewing the Magnificence, and me- 
ditating on the Wonders of Creation. 


Behind me, and far off to the North, Cambria's 
duſky Coaſts juſt, and but juſt, emerged. Loft 
were all her Woods and Mountains. Inſtead of 
ornamented Towns, and cultivated Plains, a con- 


fijed 
* Ifai. Iv. 9. + Rom. xi. 33. 
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Fuſed Miſt, or a low-hung Cloud, ſeemed to hover 
on the Ocean's remoteſt Brim.—Behind me] Re- 
membrance is rouſed at the Expreſſion, and Con- 
ſcience ſharpens her Sting. Ah! how often and 


bow long, have I treated in this very Manner, the 


nobleſt Scenes, and the ſublimeſt Joys! Have 
terned my Back—ungrateful and beſotted Creature 
upon the heavenly Country, and wandered from 
the Regions of infinite Delight! Therefore now 


they appear dim. I have ſcarcely a Glimpſe of 


their tranſcendent Excellencies. Or if I ſee them 
by Faith, it is with frequent Intermiſſions, and 


much Obſcurity,—Turn me, O Thou GOD 


of my Salvation, turn me from purſuing Phan- 
toms, and attach me to thy bleſſed Self, Let me 


| henceforth ſteer an invariable Courſe to IM- 


MANUEL's Kingdom. May its Treaſures, 
as | advance, open to my View, and its Glories 
brighten in my ye. O! may ſome Odours, bet- 
ter, far better, than Sabæun ſpicy Odours *, ex- 
hale from the delectable E:lls, and the celeſtial 
Shores! — Bet chiefly thou eternal SPIRIT 
breathe upon my Soul, both by thy convincing and 
comforting Influences] Nor ever ceaſe to ſwell my 
Sails, and ſpeed my Progrels ; till I arrive at the Land, 
that is very far off. That happy Land, where I ſhall ſee 

the 


* Alluding to thoſe Lines in MiLTon. 


— As when to them who jail 
PR the Cape of Hope, and now are paſt 
Moſambic, of at Sea North-eaſt Winds blow. 
Sabzan Odour, from the ſpicy Shore 
Of Araby the bleſt, and many a League 
Chear'd with the grateful Smell old Ocean ſmiles. 


4 8 Book IV. 159. 


Ocea 


Rema 
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the KING, the KING of Grace and of Glory, 
in all his tranſcendent and ineffable Beauty *. 

On my Left-hand, ftood a Range of mountain- 
ous Cliffs. "They aroſe, not ſloping, but in a per- 
pendicular Direction. Rocks piled on Rocks! 
Huge; black; horrid ! Frowning over the Flood, 
and extending themſelves, as far as the Eye could 
reach. Here, bending inwards to the Land; 

there, bellying out into the Deep; every where 
projecting a Shade, ſeveral Leagues a- croſs the 
Ocean. | 

The Height of theſe Cliffs ſo formidable, that 
every human Creature who comes near the Sum- 
mit, ſtarts back terrified and aghaſt, Only a few 
ſtraggling Goats venture to graze on the Top: 
and theſe, to a Perſon walking below, appear but 
as Specks of moving White, While the Sea- 
mews, that winnow the Air about the middle Steep, 
look like winged Animalcules, purſuing their little 
Sports in a different Region. — The Apect of theſe 
Cliffs ſo wild and horrid, it is impoſſible to behold 
them without a ſhivering Dread. The Spectator is 
apt to imagine, that Nature had formerly ſuffered 
ſome violent Convulſions, or been ſhattered by the 


flaming Bolts; and that theſe are the diſmembered 
Remains of the dreadful Stroke. Ihe Ruins, not 


of Perſepolis or Palmyra, but of the World! 
Amazing! What adventurous daring Creature 
is yonder, gathering Samphire from the Cavities of 
the Rocks! He has let Himſelf down ſeveral 
Fathom, beneath the bleak and dizzy Summit.— 
He gleans a poor Livelihood, from the Edges of 
Danger, ſhall I ſay? Rather from the Jaws of 
Death 


* Ifal, xxxiil. 17. 
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Death *. I cannot diſcover the Rope, to which thee ; 
he clings. He ſeems to be ſuſpended over the which 
tremendous Precipice, by a Thread, by a Hair, | long.. 
by Nothing. —I'Il look no longer. The very Sight the | 
chills my Veins. While I view his perilous Ele- and th 
vation, I can think of nothing but a headlong Hear 
Downfal, and fractured Bones; of Brains left to of th 
reek on the pointed Crags, and Blood ſtreaming Obſer 
on the diſcoloured Beach. | Flame 

Suppoſe (if the Mind can bear ſo ſhocking a thou | 
Suppolition) ſome poor Wretch, expoſed on the ſtone | 
Brow of this ſtupendous Promontory ; without amidf] 
any Support for his Feet; and cleaving only to a linger 
weak flender Shrub, which but juſt adheres to the | and i 
Crevices of the Rock. What tumultuous Throb- bleſs 
bings ſeize his Breaſt? What a dying Paleneſs in- out, i 
vades his Checks? What Agonies of Fear rend from 
his Heart? As He hangs, projecting over the ragged Neve! 
Precipice; and ſurveys the Ocean deep, wondrous ſaid— 
deep below !— The Bough gives way. His only Serapl| 
Hope fails. It yields more and more to his Weight. “ inte 
Good Heavens! He jinks! He finks! O] for ſone | « his 
friendly Hand, to ſnatch him from periſhing ! In | 
Millions, Millions of Gold, were the cheap Pur- to the 
chaſe of ſuch a Mercy. and f 

"There was a Time, my Soul, when thou waſt __ threat 
in a Situation, equally ſhall I ſay? Incomparably gratu] 
more dangerous, Tottering, not only on the *  bendi! 
Ferge of Life, but on the very Brink of Hell. Of- that 
ten remer.ber thy Peril. Often review the for- ſeen | 
midable Scene. Stand in ſilent Recollection, upon moſt 
the Edges of the Precipice, to which Sickneſs led of thi 
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thee; on which Death purſued thee; and from 
which both were confederated to caſt thee head- 
long.— Look down into the yawning Gulph, and 
the bottomleſs Abyſs. See the infernal Priſon, 
and the Sinners that are gone to their own Place. 
Hear their Weeping and Wailing, the Gnaſhing 
of their Teeth, and their inconſolable Anguiſh. 
Obſexve the Chains of Darkneſs; the devouring 
Flame, and the everlaſting Burnings. Couldſt 
thou have dwelt in that Lake of Fire and Brim- 
ſtone? Couldſt thou have taken up thy Abode 
amidſt thoſe helliſh Fiends? Couldſt thou have 
lingered -out eternal Ages, in that inſupportable 
and inconceivable Woe ?—Bleſs then, adore and 
bleſs the compaſſionate Arm, which was ſtretched 
out, in the very Article of Need, to reſcue Thee 
from this great, approachinz, endleſs Perdition. 
Never, never forget that gracious Voice, which 
ſaid—in Accents ſweeter than the Muſic of the 
Seraphic Choir—*« Deliver him from going down 
« into the Pit. Let his Health be reſtored, and 
« his Day of Grace be prolonged.” 

In ſome Places, the hideous Ruins not only toter 
to the Skies, but lean over the Strand. Prominent 
and frightfully penduJous, they nod Horror, and 
threaten Deſtruction on all below. A Perſon con- 
gratulates Himſelf, when he has got clear of the 
bending Precipice ; and can hardly forbear thinking, 
that the enormous Load is withheld by ſome un- 
ſeen Hand, till the execrable Fretch, doomed to a 
moſt aſtoniſhing Vengeance, is come within Reach 
of the Blow. And truly, if he had the Strength of 
the Elephant, or the Firmneſs of the Behemoth, 

this, 
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this muſt grind Him to Powder, or mh cruſh Him 


into Atoms. ; 


How awful to conſider! That there is a Day 


coming, when wicked Potentates, and haughty 


Monarchs, will beg of yonder Seas, to yawn com- 


paſſionately deep, and hide. them in their darkeſt 
Abyſſes; hide them from the piercing: Eye, and 
avenging Sword, of inflexible Juſtice, — That there 
is a Day coming, when the foft Voluptuary, the 
wanton Beauty, and all the Ungodly of the Earth, 
will beſeech thoſe tremendous Ridges, with their 


unſupportable Burden of Rocks, to ruſh down upon 


their guilty Heads “. If, by this means, they may 
be ſcreened from the infinitely more dreaded Weight 
of divine Indignation. 3 
Vain are their Cries; and vainer ſtill would be 
their Refuge, ſhould their paſſionate Requeſts be 
granted. Can Floods conceal the impious Wretches; 
when the Abyſſes of the Ocean ſhall be laid bare, 
and the Foundations of the World be diſcovered ? 
When the Caverns of the Earth, and the Bottoms 
of the Mountains, ſhall be viſible as the naked 
Plain? — Can Rocks ſecrete an obnoxious Rebel; 
when Rocks, with all their marble Quarries, and 
adamantine Entrails, ſhall -difſolve like melting 
Wax? When Hills, that plunge their Roots to 
the Center, and loſe their' towering Heads in Air, 
hall ſtart from their affrighted Baſe t, and flee 
| | away 


* Rev. iv. 15, 16. 


+ This brings to our Remembrance a moſt ſublime 
Deſcription of the Divine POWER, which ariſes in 
a beautiful,Climax, and terminates in this grand Idea. 
The Voice of the LORD is mighty in Operation, the Voice 
of theLORD isa glorions Voice. The Voice of the LORD 

breaketh 
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away like Chaff before the Wind l- God GOD * 
What racking Anguiſh muſt they feel! *Vhat 
INCX= 


breaketh the Cedars ; yea, the LORD breaketh the Cedars 
of Lebanon. He maketh them alſo to ſkip like a Calf; Le- 
banon. and Sirion lite a young Unicorn. Pſal. xxix. 4, 5, 6. 

The Voice of the LORD is mighty in Operation. This 
is the general Propoſition ; which, in the following Sen- 
tences, We ſee moſt magnificently illuſtrated Te Voice 
of the LORD breaketh the Cedars; when He ſpeaks in 
Thunder, and bids the Lightning execute his Orders, 
the Trees, the Cedar- Trees, thoſe t-rdy Productions of 
the Earth, are ſhivered to pieces.— Ira, the LORD 
breaketh the Cedars of Lebanon; which, for Statelineſs 
and Strength, ſurpaſs the Oaks of the Foreſt, ſurpaſs 
every Trge of the Field, almoſt as much as the Oak,ex- 
ceeds a Shrub.— It is a ſmall Thing with FEHOYF AH, 
to rend the Trunks, and tear up the Roots, of thoſe 
maily Bodies; even Lebanon and Sirion, the incompa- 
rably greater Mountains on which they grow, Eis lite @ 
Calf. They are thrown into ſtrange Commations. 
They are ready to ſpring from their Foundations. With 

all their Load of Woods and Rocks, they appear like 
ſome affrighted or ſome ſportive Animal, that far/s with 
Horror, or leaps with Exultation. 

* Good GOD /—This Exclamation is introduced on a 
very ſerious Occaſion, and uſed with an apparent Air of 
Reverence. Under which Circumſtances, perhaps, it 
may /ometimes be allowable, and not diſhononrable to 
the Divine MAJESTY. But, when it is admitted into 
ordinary Converſation, on trifling Occurrences, and with 
a Levity of Temper; it is itſelf a very great Offence, 
and diſcovers a very irreligious Spirit,—1t is fo great bx 
Offence, that the GOD of Heaven and Earth, declares 
Himſelf the Avenger of all ſuch Tranſgreflors. He will 
not hold them guiltle/s, or he will aſſuredly puniſh them. 
And if GOD condemn, who ſhall acquir? If HE will 
puniſh, who can deliver from his Hand ?—]t diſcovers 
a very irreligious Spirit; is a moſt dangerous Symptom; 
ſomewhat like a Plague-Spot on the Converſation. It 
ſhews, that there is no ſaving Health, no Life of GOD 
in the Soul, Was there any Senlibility in the Con- 

ſcience, 
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inexpreſſibly ſeverer Torment muſt they fear / 
Who can implore, ardently imploge as a moſt 
deſirable Favour, what Imagination itſelf ſhudders 
to conceive. | 
In ſome Places, theſe mountainous Declivitie 

lift their Brow aloft z plant their Baſis deep; and, 
inſtead of portending a Fall, defy 'the Fury -of the 
moſt impetuous Elements. Firmly conſolidated, 
and ſtedfaſtly eſtabliſhed, they have withſtood the 
united, the repeated Aſſaults of Winds and Waves, 
through a long Series of revolving Ages. — The 
facred Writers, I obſerve, ſele& almoſt all the 
ſtriking Images, which the whole Creation affords ; 
in order to communicate their heavenly Ideas, with 


the greateſt Advantage. Iſaiah, deſcribing the 


Security of the Righteous; takes his Compariſon 
from the grand Spectacle before my Eyes. He ſhall 
dwell on high: his Place of Defence ſhall be the Mu- 
nitions of Rocks &; inacceſſible as thoſe lofty Ridges, 
immoveable as their everliſting Foundations. 

Should it be aſked, what theſe Munitions of 
Rocks may ſignify ?—I find two Places of Refuge 
and Safeguard, pointed out in Scripture; to either 
of which, I believe, the Metaphor is applicable. 
He had Horns, ſays one of the divine Pindarics, 
coming out of bis Hand: there was the Hiding of his 


was 


ſcience, any Grace in the Heart, it would be impoſlible 
to treat ſo wantonly and ſo preſumptuouſly, that glori- 
ous and fearful Name, THE LORD THY GOD. 
Deut. xxviil. 58. >, 
* Tſai. xxxiii. 16. 
+ Habak. iii. 4. Horns were an Emblem of Strength. 


A Horn of Salvation, is put for a mighty and effectual 
| | Salvation. 
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was lodged in the great JEHOVAH's Hand; 
and this was the ſure Defence, this the impregnable 
Garriſon, for all his People — The Church of 
CHRIST is ſaid to be in the Cleſts of the Rack * : 
That ſpiritual Rock, of which the 1fraelites drank 
in the Wilderneſs; whoſe venerable and precious 


Vor. III. K Clefts 


Salvation. Lule ii. 69. Thou haſt heard me from among 
the Horns of the Unicorns; Thou haſt reſcued me from the 
moſt potent and formidable Enemies. P/al. xxii. 21. 
Here the Word ſeems to denote that Power of JEH O- 
V AH, to which nothiog is impoſſible. And more than 
ſeems, if We conſult the next Clauſe.—T here was the 
Hiding of his Power; or, as it may be rendered, his po- 
erful Hiding, a moſt ſecure Refuge, a SanQuary abſo- 
lutely inviolable. I have accommodated this Paſſage to 
a different Senſe, Meditat. Vol. I. p. 183. But the true 
Signification, moſt ſuitable to the Context, and moſt 
ſabſervient to the Prophet's. Deſign, is, I apprehend, 
given by Theron. It is ſomewhat like an exalted Senti- 
ment in the Night-T houghts ; which, with a ſmall Altera- 
tion, may ſerve as a Paraphraſe on the Text: 


And Nature's Shield the Hollow of his Hand. 
A Chriftian's Shield the Hollow of his Hand. 


Cant. ii. 14. Should the Reader have an Inclination 
to ſee this ſacred, but myſterious Book explained, I would 
refer him to Dr. GIII's Expoſition of the Canticles, 
Which has ſuch a copious Vein of ſanctified Invention 
running through it, and is interſperſed with ſuch a Va- 
riety of delicate and brilliant Images, as cannot but 
highly entertain a curious Mind. Which preſents Us alſo 
with ſuch rich and charming Diſplays of the Glory of 
CHRIST's Perſon, the Freerieſs of his Grace to Sin- 
ners, and the Tenderneſs of his Love to the Church, 
as cannot but adminiſter the moſt refined Delight to 
the believing Soul. Conſidered in beth theſe Views, I 
think, the Work reſembles the Paradiſaical Garden, de- 
ſcribed by MiILTrOox; in which. 


Bloſſoms and Fruits at once of golden Hue 
Appear'd, with gay enamePd Colours mix d. 
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Clefts were opened, when the bloody Spear tore up 
the REDEEMER's Side, and cut a wide and 
deadly Paſſage to his Heart. Surely, the Inhabitants 
of this Rock have Reaſon to ſing *. What ſhould 
diſquiet them? Who can deſtroy them? Why 
ſhould not the Voice of Joy be in their Dwellings, 
and that Hymn of holy Triumph in their Mouths ? 
Me have a ſtrong City: Salvation hath GOD appointed, 
Salvation itſelf, for Halls and Bulwarks +.—Happy 
ſhould I think myſelf, if I was intereſted in this 
SAVIOUR, and eftabliſhed on this Rock. 
Yonder, on the Summit of the moſt conſpicuous 
Cliff, is erected a grand and ftately Pile. At the 
Top, my Glaſs diſcovers a fuperb Lanthorn; at 
the Foot, are the Huts of Fiſhermen, ſurrounded 


with various Sorts of Nets.—It is, I ſuppoſe, a 


_ cLight-houſe. Intended to appriſe the Sailor, of his 
Danger; and ſhew Him, where the Shelves lurk, 
and where the Whirlpool boils. Or elſe to point 
out the Courſe He ſhould ſteer; and conduct Him 
into a ſafe Road, and ſecure Harbour. 


Both the Situation, and Deſign of the Building 


read me a Leſſon: the one of awful Admonitien, 
the other, of comfortable Inſtruction. —Comfortable 
Inſtruction. How maſly and ponderous is the Edi- 
fice! Yet, there is not the leaſt Reaſon to be appre- 
henſive, of Failure or Inſufficiency, in the Founda- 
tion. Was the Structure ten thouſand times larger; 
was its Weight ten thouſand times greater ; 
the ſolid Rock would ſupport it, with the ut- 
moſt Eaſe, and the utmoſt Steadineſs. Such is 
CHRIST; ſuch are his Merits ; ſuch his glorious 
Righteouſneſs, to thoſe wiſe and bleſſed Souls, 

who 


* Iſai, xlit 11. + Iſai. xxvi. 1. 
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Who reſt all the Weight of their eternal Intereſts 
on Him alone. Such, did I fay? Much ſurer. For 
the Mountains may depart; and the Hills may be re- 
moved *; but this divine Baſis can never fink, can 
never be ſhaken.— Af, Admonition. For, it re- 
cals to my Memory that alarming, yet welcome 
Text , which You ſtyled the ſpiritual Light-houſe, 
Which has been as ferviceable, to my diſtreſſed 
Mind, and bewildered Thoughts; as ſuch an illu- 
minated Watch-tower, to the wandering and be- 
nighted Mariner. May I often view it! Ever at- 
tend to its faithful Direction! And be with-held, 
by its Interpoſition, from that devouring Gulph, and 
that deſtructive Shoal, Dependence on Self- righte- 
ouſneſs, Be led, by its Influence, into the Haven 
the fair and happy Haven of Salvation and Grace. 
Now I have mentioned Havens, I cannot but ad- 
mire the State and Diſpoſition of the Shore. I ſee, 
even in its rude and ſhapeleſs Form, a moſt plea. 
ſing Diſplay of Divine Good-will to Men.—In ar- 
ranging this vaſt Aſſemblage of Earth and Water, 
the ALMIGHTY Diſpoſer has kept a conti- 
nual Eye upon our Benefit. Were the Shores 
ſtraight, like the Walls of our Garden; or ſmooth, 
like tome poliſhed Globe; they might ſeem more 


orderly and graceful, But how- detrimental fuch 


a Piece of Delicacy, to Navigation, to Com- 
merce, and the Proſperity of human Aff ns Our 
Ships, in ſtormy Weather, would be like ſtrag- 
gling Parties of vanquiſhed and flying Troops; pur- 
ſued by an enraged Enemy, and ſhut out trom 


every Fortreſs, every Place of Refuge, | 
K 2 This 


* Iſai. liv. 10. + See Rom, i. x. 30, 37, 32, and 
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This GOD's infinite Wiſdom foreſaw, and his 
infinite Goodneſs determined to prevent, For which 
Purpoſe, He made the Boundaries of the great 
Deep, not even and ſhapely, but moſt advantage- 
ouſly ragged and irregular.— Here, the Earth is 
ſcooped and excavated, for many Miles; as if it 
had been bored, by ſome prodigiouſly large Auger. 
— here it ſinks und turns, and winds, ſomewhat 
like the Wards of a Lock; giving eaſy Admiſſion 
to our Ships and Fleets, but barring the Acceſs of 
furious and deſtructive Surges.—Yonder, two huge 
Promontories, horrible to behold, advance, as it 
were with haughty Strides, into the Deep. They 
frown over the Abyſs; but look, with the moſt 
ſmiling Aſpect, on the Weather-beaten Bark. 
Amidſt the Arms of theſe frightful, but friendly 
Cliffs, the Sailor and his Veſſel find Shelter, Re- 
poſe, and Safety.—In one or other of theſe various 
Harbours, they drop their Fear, as they drop their 
Anchor; and defy the Rage of Tempeſts, and care 
not for all the Madneſs of the Ocean. 

How many Thouſands and Millions of Lives, 
has this kind proviſionary Safeguard, reſcued from 
Deſtruction ! Without theſe moſt commodious Re- 
ceptacles the Sea would be covered with Wrecks ; 
and the Waves be little better, than a Grave for 
the Mariners. But, putting into ſome hoſpitable 
Port, they are beyond the Reach of Danger. 
Though howling Winds rend the Sky, and fierceſt 
Hurricanes toſs the Sea, they abide in perfect Secu- 
rity. Thus they abide, till the Storm is huſhed ; 
till the Billows ſubſide ; and a Calm takes place. 

Such, methinks, is the State, the happy State 
of the Righteous- Who can ſay, with Faith and 
| | | in 


+a 
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in Truth, The eternal GOD ts our Refuge. Whay 
Haven can be ſo ſafe, as his omnipotent Protection? 
As the Arm of his Power, and the Wings of his 
Providence? In the midſt of Perils, their Perſons 
are ſecure. Surrounded by Enemies, their Perſons 
are undiſmayed. Even when it ſhall hail, coming 
down on the Fereſt; and the City ſhall be low in a low 
Place; thy People, O LORD, ſhall dwell in a 
peaceable Habitation, and in ſure Dwellings, and in 


quiet Refling-places *. | 
Let 


* '1/@. xxxii. 18, 19. Upon this Text, I beg Leave 
to make a ſhort Paraphraſe, and add a critical Remark, 
— My People, ſays GOD, ſhall dwell in a praceable Habi- 
tation, and in ſure Dwellings, and in quiet Reſting-places. 
Abiding in CHRIST; cleaving to his great Atone- 
ment; and always beholding themſelves complete, in 
his everlaſting Righteouſneſs; they ſhall “ paſs their 
& Time in Reſt and Quietneſs.”-—Having Peace with 

- GOD; Tranquility in their Conſcience ; and Security 
from their ſpiritual Enemies, 

This Tranquility, perhaps, is to be enjoyed only in 
halcyon Days; when Peace and Repoſe are common Bleſ- 

ſings.— No, but in Times of Confufion and Diſorder ; 
5 Names, ſpreads Alarm, and Ruin ſcatters Havock, 
"a und. When it ſhall hail with a deſtructiue Hail upon 
the Foreſt, and the City ſhall be utterly demoliſhed. When 
_ GOD's Judgment, like an impetuous, irreſiſtible, de- 
ſtroying Hail, ſhall beat down Foreſts, though the 
Growth of Ages; ſhall overthrow Kingdoms, whoſe 
Inhabitants are numerous as the Trees of the Wood ; and 
lay mighty Cities even with the Ground. 

A moſt beautiful Contraſt, between the Security of 
JEHOVA H's People, and the Deſtruction of his Ene- 
mies. Which Contraſt is, like all Jaiab's Images, paint- 
ed in the moſt lively Colours; but much obſcured, by 
the Maſoretic PunRuation, and the Exglißb Verſion. 1: 
Hall hail, coming down on the Foreſt. How unneceſſary 
and jejune is the Circumſtance of coming down, when 
connected with it all hail! Can We ſuppoſe the latter 


K 3 | to 


150 THERON TO ASPASIO. LET. 9. 


Let me but once again ſurvey thoſe rude but ma- 
jeſtic Elevations, thoſe wild but noble Deformities, 
the Cliffs.—Fortifications, reared by an Almighty 
Hand, to protect us at once from warring Elements, 
and invading Enemies.—Ramparts, which overlook 
and command the Ocean; and viewed by diſtant 
Mariners, ſeem to touch or prop the Sky. Which 
have ſurrounded our Ifle ever ſince the univerſal De- 
luge, and will be her never failing Defence even to 
the general Conflagration.—If ſome opinionated 
Engineer ſhould take it into his Head, to ſuſpe& 
the Stability of thoſe unſhaken Bulwarks : if He 
ſhould make Propoſals for ſtrengthening them with 
Buttreſſes, or girding them round with Cramping- 
Irons! How would his Project be received? With 
Approbation and Applauſe ? Or with the Sneer of 
2 a eee 


to exiſt, without the former? Or does the Conſideration 
of the former, add either Force or Beauty te the latter? 
Whereas, read the Words without the Points, or let them 
be pointed in the following Manner, n 152, and 


we are preſented with a very fignificant and forcible He. 
braiſm,Grandinandograndinabit; Hailingit ſhall hail. Itſnall 
hail with great Violence and Impetuoſity, that bears down 
every Thing. Deſtroying alike Foreſts and Cities. Lay- 
ing both the ſtately Trees, and ſuperb Edifices, in Ruin. 
7 5 would not therefore tranſlate yn bpwn naw The 
City ſhall be ow in a low Place. The low Place, in this 
Connection, ſeems to be quite angohowooy, ungraceful 
and infignificant. If a City is demoliſhed, it matters 
very little, or not at all, whether the Work of Fate be 
executed, in a high or low Place. Whereas, the Cir- 
cumſtance, which the ſacred Original deſcribes, is truly 
important and awful. The Words may be tranſlated, 
Degiciendo dejicietur, or, In Planitiem humiliabitur. It ſhall 
be utterly overthrown, or made flat as a Plain. The whole 
City, with all its Buildings, whether mean or magnifi- 
cent, ſhall be broken down ; laid low as the Duſt; low 


as Lowneſs itſelf, 


Maſt 
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Contempt and the Hiſs of Indignation ? “ Fool 
« that He is! To think of inlarging and corrobo- 
« rating theſe magnificent and everlaſting Works 
6 of Nature, by the puny Piddlings of Art!” 
Such, ſo fooliſh and prepoſterous, is that once fa- 
vourite Conceit, of adding my own Performances, 
in order to increaſe the juſtifying Efficacy of 
CHRIST's Obedience. What a Diſparagement 
this to the great the divine Foundation ! Which, 
for the Support of burdened, and the Security of 
indangered Sinners, is ſufficient —is ſelf-ſufficient — + 
is all-ſuffictent. 

Hark! Whence is. that ſhrill Noiſe? It is what 
Milton calls, the Sea-Mew's Clang. I look round 
and find her by her Voice. How ſhe plays on the 
Breeze, and ſports on the Surge ! Free as the firſt, 
unconfined as the laſt. Sometimes I fee her ſweep- 
ing the lofty Cliffs, or ſkimming the level Deep. 
Sometimes I behold her ſpringing in the Air, and 
ſoaring far above the Summit of the Admiral's 
Maſt, Anon ſhe ſhoots as low into the Heart of 
the Ocean, loſes our Sight, and ſeems loſt to the 
World, On a ſudden, the feathery Diver emerges ; 
ſhakes the Brine from her Wings; riſes on thoſe 
ſtrong Pinions; and, with a triumphant Scream, 
fits alongſthe Shores, or fails through the Skies. 

How wonderfully has PROVIDENCE fitted 
this and fome other Animals, to ſojourn in either 
Element? Be they in the moiſt or dry, in the denſe 
or rare, in the buoyant Atmoſphere or the over- 
whelming Flood, it is all alike to them. They are 
Citizens of either Region; and are preſented, if I 
may ſo ſpeak, with the freedom both of Sea and 
Land, - Is not this a ſignificant Emblem of that 
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happy Temper deſcribed by St. Paul, and gxempli- 
fied in his Conduct. I have learned, in whatever 
State I am, therewith to be content. I know both how 
ta be abaſed, and I know how to abound. Every where, 
and in all Things, I am inflrufted, both to be full and 
to be hungry, both to abound and to ſuffer Need &. 

Now We behold Him in Proſperity. He rides up- 
on the high Places of the Earth, with Sun-ſhine 
all around Him. He is received as .CHRIST 


FESUS, and reſpeted as an Angel of GOD. 


People are willing to pluck out their own Eyes, 
and give them to him.—Ere long the Scene ſhifts, 
and We behold Him in Adverſity. He is ſmitten 
into the Place of Dragons, and covered with the 
Shadow of Death, His -own familiar Friends for- 
fake Him. His Enemies came about Him like ex- 
aſperated Bees. And the general Cry is, “ Away 
« with ſuch a Fellow from the Earth.” Vet what 
Equanimity is preſerved amidſt theſe ſtartling Revo- 


lutions! Like the Caſpian Sea, which neither Ebbs 


nor flows, He is {till the ſame: the ſame humble, 
zealous, heavenly-minded Chriſtian. Unchanged 
by Viciſſitude, He ſtoops with Dignity, or. aſcends 
with Eaſe. Alacrity in His buſineſs, and Compla- 
cency in his Condition, are His inſeparable Atten- 
dants. In all Things approving Himſelf the Minifter 
of GOD, and the Friend of Man.— But let us 
hear his own Words. They are inimitably beau- 
tiful. I never read, in any Author, a greater * 
blimity of Sentiment; and I never obſerved, 
any Deſcription, a more genuine Magnificence of 
Spirit. 

As 


* Phil, _ 11, 12. 
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As amphibious Animals live and move, either in 
Air or Water; ſo, ſays the Apoſtle, We paſs un- 
hurt and unaffected, through Honour and Diſbonour, 
through evil Report and good Report. As Deceivers, 
and yet true; as unknown, and yet well known; as dy- 
ing, and behold tue live; as chaſtened, and not killed; 
as forrowful, yet always rejoicing ; as poor, yet making 
many rich; as having nothing, yet poſſeſſing all Things *. 
What a noble Superiority to all external Circum- 
ſtances. This is Liberty indeed. He is more 
than Conqueror over every Wrong and over all 
Tribulation. - This is the exalted Character. This 


the truly great Man. 


How changeable is the Face of this liquid Element ! 
Not long ago, there was nothing, from this ſtony 
Boundary, to the Horizon's utmoſt Verge, but the 
wildeſt Tumult and moſt horrible Confuſion. Now 
the ſtormy Flood has ſmoothed its rugged Brow, and 
the watery Uprore is lulled into a profound Tran- 
quility. Where rolling Mountains ruſhed and raged, 
threatening to daſh the Clouds, and deluge the 
Earth; there the gentliſ Undulations play, and only 
juſt wrinkle the Surface of the mighty Baſon. 
Where the dreadful Abyſs opened its wide and un- 
fathomable Jaws, to ſwallow up the trembling Sailor, 
and his ſhattered Veſſel; there a calm and clear 
Expanſe diffuſes its ample Boſom, alluring the Fiſh 
to baſk in' the Sun, and inviting the Sea-fowl to 
watch for their Prey. 

In this fair floating Mirror, I ſee the Picture of 
every Cloud, which paſſes through the Regions of 
the Sky. But in its uncertain and treacherous Tem- 

perature, 


* 2 Cor. vi. 8, 9, 10. 
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perature, I ſee more plainly the inconſtant and ever- 
variable Condition of human Afﬀairs, — Yonder 


the Ships. Some aſſociated, like Conſtellations in 


the Expanſe of Heaven. Some ſolitary, like Pla- 
nets on the etherial Road. Two or three are per- 
feAly diſtinguiſhable. Their Sails are all expand- 
ed. They ſwell to the Breeze, and catch the ram- 
bling Gales. Their Keel ploughs the Wave, and 
their Hull ſhaves the level Deep. The Mariners, 
delighted with theſe peaceful Seas, and this ſerene, 
ſoothing State of Things, have, perhaps, no Ap- 
prehenſions of Danger. They think not of the 
irreſiſtible Storms, which may gather around them/z 
nor of the ſhipwrecked Dead, that lie buried be- 
neath them. I wiſh them a proſperous Voyage. 


Vet, ſincerely as I wiſh it, I durſt not undertake 


to enſure it. Soon may Clouds darken the Scene, 
and Lightnings glare amidſt the Gloom, Soon 
may the Winds howl, and the Tempeſt rave. Nor 
Man, nor Angel, can aſcertain the Continuance of 
this halcyon Weather, ſo much as a ſingle Day, or 
even to the next Hour.— And let me not fondly pro- 
miſe myſelf an uninterrupted Tenor of Serenity in 
my Mind, or of Proſperity in my Circumſtances. 
Sometimes, indeed, my Heart exults under the Smile 
of Heaven, and the Favour of GOD. But ſoon; 

ah! too ſoon I am clouded with Fear, and oppreſſed) 
with Corruption. I ſigh out that paſſionate Acknow- 
ledgment, Vretebed Man that I am And add that 
wiſhful Inquiry, Who fhall deliver me? — For this 
diſordered State of Things, the afflited Patriarch's 
Complaint, is the moſt appoſite Motto, and the 


moſt wholeſome Memento; Changes and Mar are 
around 
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around ne But there is a World, where diſaſtrous 
Revolutions will be knen no more. Where our | 
Enjoyments will no longer fuFuate like the Ocean, 

but be more ſtedfaſt than the Rocks, and more im- 
moveable than the Shores. 

In this World, We are never ſecure. Calamity 
comes, lite a Thief in the Night; at a Time, when 
We are not aware; and from a Quarter, Which We 

did not ſuſpect. Out of ſuch a compoſed Sea, which 
is the very Image of Tranquility, ſometimes De- 
Aruction riſes, And riſes in its moſt dreadful Form. 
A prodigious Detachment of Water iſſues from 
the Deep; and, by ſome unknown but wondrous 
Force, advances into the upper Regions; It ſpreads 
amidſt the Clouds, or becomes itſelf a black and 
- horrid Cloud. The. Sea boils, as the whirling Co- 
lumn Aſcends; and the Air roars, as it receives the 
unuſual Weight. Laden with Ruin, and big with 
Death, the tremendous Meteor lours. It hovers, 
for a while on the groaning Atmoſphere; as tho? 
it was ſingling out its Prey, or taking the ſureſt 
Aim. Then burſts—in a Moment burſts, and with 
irreſiſtible Impetuoſity falls. The Rock, torn from 
the Summit of a Mountain, and thundering down 
the Cliffs, plunges not into the foaming Brine, 
with Half the Fury or Half the Noiſe. The very 
Ocean is ſtartled at the Shock +. — But if a Ship, 

an 


Job x. 17. 
+ We have a very remarkable and terrible Account of 
a Water-Spout, recorded in the Philoſophical Tranjaions. 
— * A Spout (Anno 1718.) breaking on Emott-Moor, 
te near Cola in Lancaſhire, the Country was immedi- 
e ately overflown ; a Brook, in a few Minutes, roſe ſix 
« Feet perpendicularly high; the Ground, whereon the 
8 3 «© Spout 
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an unfortunate Ship, happens to be within the 
Reach of this -precipit@gd Deluge, alas! ne 
Strength of Timber can ſuſtain, no Art of Sailors 
can elude the Blow, All is loſt, irrecoverably loft. 
The Veſſel is daſhed into Shivers, or ſinks like Lead 
in the mighty Waters.-So, only ten thouſand 


Times deeper, muſt ſinſul Men have ſunk ; ſunk, 


under the Wrath of GOD and the Curſe of the 
Law, had not our gracious REDEEMER bore 
the Burden of both, in his own Body on the Tree. 
Here, I fee an immenſe Collection of Waters, in 
a State of deep Repoſe. Could I extend my View to 
tome remoter TI racts, I ſhould behold every Thing 
ſmoother and calmer till. It frequently happens, 
on the eaſtern Coaſts of Africa, that not a Ridge 
ſwells, nor a Furrow ſinks, the Surface of the Ocean. 
Tis all like a glafly Plain. The Waves are 
aſleep. Not a Gale ſtirs, Even the downy Feather, 
hung on the Cordage, is motionleſs. The Sea ſtag- 
nates. I he Mariner is becalmed; and his Veſſel reels, 
but ſcarcely creeps, — Whereas, could I ſurvey the 
Straits of /Zagellan, or the Gut of Gibraltar, I ſhould 
find a very ſtriking Difference. There, the Waters 
pour in with Vehemence, and ruſh forwards with 
Impetuoſity. All is there in ſtrong Agitation, and 
rapid Progreſs. The Ship is whirled through the 
narrow Paſſage; and rides, as it were, on the 
Whecls of the Surge, or on the Wings of the 
| Wind, 


* Spout fell, which was ſixty Feet over, was tore up 
* to the very Rock, which was no leſs than ſeven Feet 
«© deep; and a deep Gulph made for above half a Mile, 
«« the Earth being raiſed on either Side in great Heaps.“ 
— What were the ſtouteſt Ship beneath ſuch a Load of 
falling Waters? Like an Egg-ſhell under the Weight of 
a Pyramid, ö | I | 
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Wind. — This, my dear Aſpaſio, is a true Image of 
what I have been, and of what I am. Some Months 
ago, when [ was inſenſible of Guilt, all my Pray- 
ers were liſtleſs, and all my Religion was a Kind 
of ſpiritual Lethargy. I felt not in my Heart what 
I uttered with my Tongue. Hoſannahs were but 
an empty Ceremony, and Confeffions froze on my 
formal Lips.—But, ſince the SPIRIT of GOD 
has awakened me from my Dream, and convinced 
me of my Sinfulneſs, I can no longer be ſatisfied 
with indolent and yawning Devotions, Trials and 
Temptations put ſtrong Cries into my Mouth. My 
Soul mourns before the LORD : my Deſires plead 
with the Bleſſed GOD: and I am ready to fay, as 
the Patriarch of old, „I cannot, I muſt not, 7 
&« will not let Thee go, unleſs Thou bleſs me *.“ 

I ſee no Flocks of Sheep, with ſober Aſſiduity, 
nibbling the graſſy Plains. No Lambs, with inno- 
cent Gaiety, and in little Parties of Pleaſure, friſk- 
ing along the ſunny Banks. Here are no Stables 
for the generous Steed, nor Paſtures for the luſty 
Heifer. Nevertheleſs, theſe watery Regions are 
ſtocked with Colonies of proper and peculiar Inha- 
bitants. 

Inhabitants ! Is ſuch a Thing poſſible? Can any 
Creature live in this ſuffocating Element? Can they 
move and act, propagate their Species, and continue 
from Generation to Generation; where Ve, if im- 

merſed but a few Minutes, inevitably periſh ?— 
*Tis wonderful indeed! What We could not have 
believed, had We not ſeen with our Eyes, or 
known by ſire Experience. The Exiſtence and 
Hiſtory of Fiſhes, without the Comment of Ex- 
perience 


* Gen, xxxii. 26. 
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perience ; would have ſeemed a philoſophical Ro- 
mance ; ſomething to Imagination amuſing, but in 
Reality impoſſible.— Vet, through the Almighty 


Power of our GOD, not only living Creatures, 


but the greateſt of living Creatures, are formed from 
under the Waters *. In Number countleſs, and in 
Bulk matchleſs. Yea, and have' their Being, Life, 
and Health, in what We reckon the Seat of Suffo- 
cation and Death. | 

They are all clothed and accoutred, in exa& 
Conformity to the Clime. Not in ſwelling Wool, 


or buoyant Feathers; not in a flowing Robe, or a 


full trimmed Suit; but with as much Compactneſs, 
and with as little Superfluity, as poſſible. They 
are clad, or rather ſheathed in Scales, Which adhere 
cloſely to their Bodies, and are always laid in a 


Kind of natural Oil. Than which Apparel no- 


thing can be more light; at the ſame Time nothing 
more ſolid, and nothing ſo ſmooth, It hinders the 


Fluid from penetrating their Fleſh ; it prevents the 
Cold 


= 


* Job. xxvi. 5. It is ſaid in our Tranſlation, Dead 
Things are formed from under the Waters. Bat 1 think it 
is ſaid very improperly, The Word is WW. Which 
ſignifies Gigantes, Giants; vaſt Creatures; of prodigious 
Size; in their enormous Bulk, exceeding the Animals, 
produced on the dry Land, as much as the Children of 
Anal, or Goliath of Gath, exceeded in Stature the ordi- 
nary Sons of Men. 

This ſeems to be the Senſe of the Paſſage. And it is 
a Senſe extremely proper; as it expreſſes a grand Pecu- 
liarity, diſtinguiſhing the aquatic Animals. A Peculi- 
arity, on which it was both obvious and judicious, for 
the ſacred Writer to touch; and which, I believe, firſt 
ſtrikes our Attention, whenever We contemplate the 
Natives of the Deep. There is that Leviathan, of moſt 
ſtupendous Magnitude, was the firſt great Obſervable in 
the Pſalmiſt's Survey, 
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Cold from coagulating their Blood ; and enables 
them to make their Way through the Waters with 
the utmoſt Facility, If, in their rapid Progreſs, 
they ſtrike againſt any hard Subſtance, this their 
ſcaly Doublet breaks the Force of the Blow; and 
effactually ſecures them, from Caſualties, at leaſt 
from Harm. 

Their Shape is ſlender ard tapering; fitted to 
divide the Waters, and to traverſe, with the leaſt 
Obſtruction, a very reſiſting Medium. — Their Tail 
is extremely flexible, It conſiſts of vigorous Muſcles, 
and acts with uncommon Agility, By its alternate 
Impuſe, it cauſes a progreſſive Motion; and by re- 
peated Strokes, it darts the whole Body to any Diſ- 
tance.— They have each a curious In/{rument *, by 
which they increaſe or diminiſh their ſpecific Gra- 
vity; fink like Lead, or float like a Cork; riſe to 
what Height, or deſcend to what Depth, they 
pleaſe, W here-ever I turn my View, I perceive a 
Wiſdom, perpetually fruitful of new Deſigns ; a 
Power, completely executing whatever is projected; 
a Goodneſs, ſtill, ſtill communicating Comfort and 


- Happineſs—communicating them, in various, un- 


ſuſpected, innumerable Ways—Nay, communicat- 
ing, them, both by what is withheld, and by what 
is imported! As theſe Creatures have, probably, 


no Occaſion for the Senſe of Hearing; as the Im- 


preflions of Sound have very little, if any, Exiſt- 
ence in their Habitation; to have given them the 
uſual Furniture of Ears, would have been an In- 
cumbrance, rather than a Benefit. 

This is the Abode of Leviathan, hugeſt of living 


Creatures, Before Whom the broad-limbed Ele 


phant, 
* The Air Bladder, 
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phant, and the tall-necked Camel, are mere Shrimps 
A ftretched-out Promontory, when He ſleeps; a 
moving Iſland, when He ſwims; © making the Sea 
c to boil like a Pot,“ when, unweildily wallowing, 
He takes his prodigious Paſtime.— Here, the vora- 
cious Shark, that Aſſaſſin of the finny Nations, 
roams and commits his Ravages: imbrues his hor- 
rid Fangs, and marks his rapid Path, with Blood. — 
Here dwelt that great, and greatly ſurpriſing Fißb, 
whoſe Fierceneſs and Avidity the Almighty S O- 
VEREI GN employed as his Purſuivant, to ar- 
reſt a fugitive Prophet. Whoſe ample Jaws, or 


capacious Entrails, were the Dungeon to confine a 


rebellious Subject, and the Cabin to lodge a peni- 
tent Offender. Whoſe Bulk and Strength and Speed 
were a kind of Veſſel, tranſporting this Convict to 
the Bottom of the Mountains, and the Bars of the Earth *. 
After the Criminal was ſufficiently chaſtiſed, and 
properly humbled, they ſerved as a Galley with 
Oars, to convey Him ſafe to Land. 

In the ſame Element reſides, (at leaſt takes up 
Part of his Reſidenee) that formidable Monſter, 


who is made without Fear, and has not his like upon 


Earth. He eſteemeth the pointed Iron as Straw, 
and ponderous Braſs as' rotten Wood, His Heart 
is as hard as a Piece of nether Millſtone, and 
its Scales are a Coat of impenetrable Mail. 
Strength not to be reſiſted, much leſs to be ſubdued, 


lies intrenched in his ſinewy Neck. His Eyes are 


like the Eyelids of the opening Day; and when 
He rolls choſe glaring Orbs, there ſeems to be ano- 


ther Morn riſen on Mid- noon. His Teeth are ter- 


rible, jagged for Rapine, and edged with Death. 
| His 
Jonah ii. 6. 
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His Throat is as a burning Furnace; Clouds of 
Smoke are poured from his Noſtrils, and Flakes 
of Fire iſſue from his Mouth. None, rio not the 
moſt reſolute, dares provoke Him to the Combat, 
or even ſtir him up from his Slumbers. He laugh- 
eth at the ſhaking of the Spear, and Sorrow march- 
eth in Triumph before Him*. Whenever He raiſeth 
Himſelf, the Mighty are afraid; where-ever He ad- 
vanceth, Ruin is there. —If a mere Creature is ca- 
pable of ſpreading ſuch. Alarm and Dread; how 
greatly is the CREATOR himſelf to be feared! 
Who can turn the moſt harmleſs Inhabitant of the 
Ocean, into a ravenous Alligator; or a horrid Cro- 
codile! Who can arm every Reptile of the Ground, 
with all the Forte and Rage of a Lion! 

*Tis impoſſible to enter on the Muſter-roll, thoſe 
ſcaly Herds, and that minuter Fry, which graze the 
Sea-weed, or ftray through the coral Groves. They 
are innumerable, as the Sands which lie under them ; 
countleſs, as the Waves which cover them. Here 

Vo I. III. gs > are 


Fob xli. 22. Han hin 1385 Marer, ſays Boc hart, 
præceadit tanguam Metator & Comes, tumidique Anteambulo 
Regis. Terror and Anguith are a kind of advanced Guard 
to this Monarch among the Reptiles. Or they go before 
the Monſter, as the Man bearing a Shield went before the 
Philiftine Giant, The original Word occurs in no other 
Part of the divine Book, I cannot recolle&t any Ex- 
preſſion, which ſo fully repreſents its Meaning, as Homer's 
Ab ν, or XKenophon's yaveiaclar ; both which are intended 
to deſcribe the Ardour and Action of a high-mettled 
prancing Steed.—The whole Paragraph is a Sketch of 
the Crocodile's Picture. It exhibits a few Circumitances, 
culled from that inimitable Deſcription, extant in the 
Book of Job. ' Which are given, either in the ſacred 
Writer's own Words, or elſe in a garapbraſtic Explana- 
tion of their Senſe. | 
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are uncouth Animals, of monſtrous Shapes “, and 


amazing Qualities f. Some, that have been diſco- 
vered 


* | 
® Monſtrous 2 as the Sword fi; whoſe 
upper JIaw is lengthened into a ſtrong and ſharp Sword. 
Wich which He 5 ventures to attack the Ships, 
though armed with Thunder; and is capable of piercing 
their Sides, though ribbed with Oak. This may be 
called the Champion of the Waters, Who, though never 
exceeding ſixteen Feet in Length, yet confiding in a 
Weapon at once ſo truſty and ſo tremendous, ſcruples not 
to give Battle even to the Whale Himſelf.—The Sun. 
has no Tail; ſeems to be all Head; and was it not for 
two Fins, which act the Part of Oars, would be one intire 
round Maſs of Fleſn.— The Polypus, remarkable for its 
numerous Feet, and as many Claws: by which it has the 
Appearance of a mere Inſet, and ſeems fitted only to 
crawl. At the ſame Time, an Excreſcence ariſing on 
the Back, enables it to ſteer and purſue a ſteady Courſe in 
the Waves. So that it may paſs under the two-fold Cha- 

racter of a Sailor and a Reptile. 
+ Amazing Qualitie.— Among theſe may be reckoned 
the Torpedo, which benumbs on a ſudden, and renders 
impotent, whatever Fiſh it aſſaults. And, which is yet 
more extraordinary, ſtrikes even the Fiſherman's Arm, 
when He offers to lay hold on it, with a temporary Dead- 
neſs. By this means, it poſſeſſes the double Advantage, 
of arreſting its Prey, and ſecuring itſelf. —The Cuitle- 
fh, furniſhed with a liquid Magazine, of a Colour and 
Conſiſtence like Ink. Which, when purſued by an Ene- 
my, the Creature emits, and blackens the Water. By 
this Artifice, the Foe is bewildered in the Chace; and 
while the One vainly gropes in the Dark, the Other 
ſeizes the Opportunity, and makes his Eſcape.— The 
Nautilus, whoſe Shell forms a natural Boat. The dextrous 
Inhabitant unfurls a Membrane to the Wind, which 
ſerves him inſtead of a Sail. He extends alſo a Couple 
of Arms, with which, as with two ſlender Oars, He 
rows Himſelf along. When he is diſpoſed to retire or 
to act the Recluſe, He ſtrikes Sail; and, without any Ap- 
prehenſſon of being drowned, ſinks to the Bottom. When 
the Weather is calm, and He has an Inclination to on 
tae 
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covered by the inquiſitive Eye of Man; and 
many more, that remain among the Secrets of 
the hoary Deep. —Here are Sholes and Sholes, of 
various Characters, and of the moſt diverſified Sizes; 
from the gigantic Whale, whoſe Flouncings © tem- 
«© peſt the Ocean,” to the evaneſcent Anchovy, 
whoſe Subſtance diffolves in the ſmalleſt Fricaſ- 

.—Some, lodged in their pearly Shells, and fat- 
ening on their rocky Beds, ſeem attentive to no 
higher Employ, than that of imbibing moiſt Nutri- 
ment. Theſę, but a ſmall Remove from ve- 
getable Life, are almoſt rooted to the Rocks, on 
which they lie repoſed. While, others, active as 
the winged Creation, and ſwift as an Arrow from 
the Indian Bow, ſhoot along the yielding Flood, 


and range at large the ſpacious Regions of the Deep. 
| L 2 Here 


the World, or take his Pleaſure, He mounts to the Sur- 
face; and, ſelf-taught in the Art of Navigation, per- 
forms his Voyage without either Chart or Compaſs: is 
yHimſelf the Veſel, the Rigging, and the Pilot.— The Poly- 
pus, mentioned in the preceding Note, whoſe Method 
of producing its Young, is very fingular, and very won- 
derful. The young One iſſues from the Side of its Pa- 
rent, th the Form of a ſmall Pimple. Which, lengthen- 
ing and enlarging continually, becomes, in the Space 
of two Days, a perfect Animal; and drops from its Pa- 
rent, to ſhift for itſelf, If this be wonderful, the Pow- 
er of reproducing and multiplying itſelf, by that very 
Circumſtance which deſtroys other Creatures, is incom- 
parably more ſo. We are aſſured, from undoubted Au- 
thority, that this Inſet, when cut into a Number of ſe- 
parate Pieces, becomes ſo many diſtinct and ſeparate In- 
ſets. Each Piece forming itſelf into a Head, a Tail, and 
all the other Organs, which are neceſſary for the Exiſt- 
ence and Preſervation of animal Life. A Property this, 
abſolutely unaccountable! A Proceſs of Operation, tho? 
in Reality zatural, yet to our Apprehenſion miraculous / 
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Here is the Tortoiſe, who never moves but under 


ber own portable Pent-houſe. The Lob/ter, which, 


whether She fleeps or wakes, is ftill in a State of 
Defence, and clad in jointed Armour. The Cyſter, 
a ſort of living Jelly, ingarriſoned in a Bulwark of 
native Stone, With many other Kinds of Sea Rep- 
tiles, or as the Pſalmift ſpeaks, Things creeping innu- 
merable.—] am ſurpriſed at the Variety of their Fi- 
gure, and charmed with the Splendor of their Co- 
fours. Unfearchable is the Wiſdom, and endlefs 
the Contrivance, of the All-creating G OD !— 
Some are rugged in their Form; clumſy in their 
Gait; and little better than hideous in their Aſpect. 
Their Shells ſeem to be the Production of a diſor- 
derly Jumble, rather than the Effects of Skill and 
Deſign. Yet We ſhall find, even in theſe ſeeming 
Frregularities, the niceſt Diſpofitions. Theſe Abodes, 
uncouth as they may appear, are adapted to the 
Genius of their reſpetive Tenants; are exactly 
ſuited to their particular Exigencies. Neither the 
Tonic Delicacy, nor the Corinthian Richneſs, nor 
any other Order of Architecture, would have ſerved 
their . Purpoſes half ſo well, as this coarſe and 
bomely Fabric. - 


Some on the other Hand, are extremely neat, 


Their Structure is all Symmetry and Elegance. No 
Enamel in the World is comparable to their Poliſh, 
There is not a Room of State, in all the Palaces of 
Europe, fo brilliantly adorned, as the Dining- room 
and the Bed-chamber of the little Fiſh, that dwells 
in Mother of Pearl. Such a lovely Mixture of Red, 
and Blue, and Green, fo delightfully ſtaining the 


moſt clear and gliſtering Ground, is no where elſe 


to be ſeen, The royal Power may covet it, and hu- 
4 man 
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man Art may mimic it; but neither the one, not the 
other, nor both united, will ever be able ts equal it. 


But what I admire more, than all their Streaks 
and their Spots, more than all their regular, or ro- 
mantic Shapes, is, The extraordinary Proviſion 
made for their Safety.—Nothing is more reliſhing 
and palatable than their Fleſh. Nothing more 
heavy and fluggiſh than their Motions. As they have 
no-Speed to eſcape, neither have they any Dexterity 
to elude the Foe. Were they naked or unguarded, 
they muſt be an eaſy Prey to every Free-booter, 
that roams the Ocean.—To prevent this fatal Con- 
fequence, what is only Clothing to other Animals, 
is to them a Clothing, a Houſe, and a Caftle, They 
have a Fortification, that grows with their Growth, 
and is a Part of themſelves. By this means, they 
live ſecure amidſt Millions and Millions of rave- 
nous Jaws. By this means, they are imparked, as 
it were, in their own Shell; and, ſcreened from 
every other Aſſault, are reſerved for the Uſe and 
Pleaſure of Mankind. 

This is the Birth-place of Cad, the ſtanding Re- 
paſt of Lent. This is the Nurſery of Turbot, for 
its exquiſite Reliſh juſtly ſtyled, The Pheaſant of 
the Waters. Hence comes the Sturgeon, deliciouz 
even in Pickle, and a Regale for royal Luxury: 
Hence the Flounder, dappled with reddiſh Spots“ 

and 


* Here is the Appearance of a Miſtake : Not the 
Flounder, I apprehend, but the Plaice, is dappled with 
reddiſh Spots: Yet fo very trivial is the Miſtake, that to 
remark it might be deemed a Piece of refined Imperti- 
nence, did I not make ſome Amends by the following 
Obſervation. With which, I dare promiſe myſelf, the 
Reader will not be diſpleaſed. Eſpecially, as it exhibits 

| L 3 a very 


11 
1 
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and a Supply for vulgar Wants—Here dwell the 
Mackarel, decked, when haled from their native 
Element, richly decked with the moſt glofly Dies: 
the Herring, whoſe Back is motled with Azure, and 
his Belly fleek with Silver: the Salmon, in plainer 


Habit, but of larger Subſtance, and higher Eſteem, 


than either or both the preceding.—Theſe, when 
ſhotten and lean, wander wildly up and down the 
vaſt Abyſs. When plump and delicate, they throng 


our Creeks, and ſwarm in our Bays: they repair 


to the Shallows, or haunt the running Streams.—- 
Who 


a very Ggnal Inſtance of GOD Almighty's indulgent 
Goodnels even to the meaneſt of his Creation, and al- 
ters the general Method of his Proceeding, whenever it 
is 2 e, for the Benefit or the Comfort of any Ani- 
mal. 

The Flounder, the Plaice, the Sole, and almoſt all the 
fat Fiſh, are white on the under Side, while their upper 
Side is tinctured with darkiſh Brown. By this Variation, 
they are not only rendered curious and beautiful, but on 

that Part which preſents itſelf to the Spectator, they re- 


- ſemble the Colour of Mud. If You aſk what is the Im- 


portance, what the Advantage, of ſuch a Refemblance ? 
Great. For, as the Creatures generally hover or float 
about the Mud, they are, by this Means, more eaſily 

concealed, and more frequently eſcape their Enemies. 
What is ſtill more remarkable; Providence, which 
has given to other Fiſhes an Eye on each Side of the 
Fead, has, in this Species, placed both the Eyes on the 
ſame Side. Moſt nicely is this peculiar Regulation ſuited 
to the Peculiarity of their Condition, They ſwim but lit- 
tle, and always with their white Side downwards. Here 
therefore the Power of Secing would ſcarcely be of any 
Service. Whereas, on the oppoſite Part of their Body, 
they have need of the neickelt Sight, for their continual 
Prefervation,—Admirable Diſpoſition ! Where nothing is 
to be feared, the uſual Guard is withdrawn. Where 
Danger threatens, there the Guard 1s not only placed, 
but Goubled ! e i 
| 2 
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Who bids theſe Creatures evacuate the Shores, and 
diſperſe themſelves into all Quarters, when they 
become worthleſs and unfit for our Service ? Who 
rallies and recals the undiſciplined Vagrants, as 
ſoon as they are improved into deſirable Food? Who 
appoints the very Scene of our Ambuſhes, to be 
the Place of their Rendezvous? So that they come 
like Volunteers to our Nets? Surely, the Furlow 
is ſigned, the Summons iſſued, and the Point of Re- 
union ſettled, by a Providence ever indulgent to 
Mankind ; ever ſtudious to treat Us with Dainties, 
and ad Us with Benefits &. 

We have wondered at + our SA/ TOU R's Pene- 
tration and Power—his Penetration, which, though 
the Sea was at a Diſtance, and Walls intervened, 
diſcerned the Fiſh, that had juſt ſwallowed a Piece of 
Money—his Power, which, without any Delay , 
brought the lawleſs Rambler, charged with the ſil- 
ver Spoil, to Peter's Hook. But is it not equally 


wonderful, to obſerve ſuch innumerable Multitudes 


of finny Viſitants, annually heaving our Friths, 
and crouding upon our Shores? Making this wel- 
come Approach, at the moſt proper Periods of the 
Year, and in an orderly Succeſhon of one Species 
to another. All which furniſh our Tables with a 
wholeſome and delicate Repaſ?; at the ſame Time, 
that they yield to our Nation a Revenue ||, more cer- 
tain, and no leſs conſiderable, than the Mines of Peru. 

L 4 Thefe 

* Pfal. Ixviii. 19. + See Letter VIII. p. 96. 


1 Without any Delay — For the Directions to Peter are, 
Take the Fiſh that firſt cometh up. 


'% 
We are told, TT hat the Banks of Newfoundland alone, 


bring in to the Proprietors of that Fiſhery, a Revenue of 
ſeveral Millions every Year.—And they will in all Pro- 
bability, be an unimpaired Reſource of Treaſure, when 
the richeſt Mines now worked in the World, are choked 
up or exhauſted, 
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- Theſe approach, while thoſe of enormaus Size and 
tremendous Appearance abandon the Shores. The 
latter might indanger the Fiſherman's Safety, and 
would certainly ſcare away the valuable Fiſh from 
our Coaſts, They are therefore-reſtrained by an in- 
viſible Hand, and abſcond in the Abyſſes of the 
Ocean. Juſt as the wild Beaſts of the Earth, im- 
pelled by the ſame over-ruling Power, hide them- 
ſelves in the Receſſes of the Foreſt, — A Ship, in- 


| feed with a peſtilential Diſtemper, is obliged ta 


keep off at Sea, and not permitted to enter the Port, 
till ſhe has performed her Quarantine. In like man- 


ner, theſe Monſters of the Deep, whoſe very Buſi- 


neſs is Deſtruction, are laid under a providential In- 
terdict. Only with this deſirable Difference, that, as 
their Preſence would always be pernicious, they are 
never ſuffered to come near. Their Quarantine 


Aſk now the Beaſts, and they ſhall teach Thee; and 


* the Fawls of the Air, and they ſhall tell Thee: or ſpeak 


to the Earth, and it ſhall teach Thee *; and the Fiſhes 
of the Sea ſhall declare unto Thee—That the LORD 
is graczou— That his tender Mercies are qver all his 
Works— T hat to Us He is ſuperabundantly and 
profuſely good. Having ordered all Things in the 
Surges of the Ocean, as well as on the Surface of 
the Ground, for our rich Accommodation, and for 
our greateſt Advantage. | 


One Circumſtance, relating to the Natives of 


the Deep, is very peculiar, and no leſs aſtoniſhing. 
4 * 


* Job xii. 7, 8. The Zarth is repreſented, as bearing 
witneſs to the immenſe Benignity of the blefled G OD. 
Some Minutes, or a ſhort Abtrad, of her Teſtimony on, 
thus Occation, may be ſeen in Letter VI. | 
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As they neither fow, nor reap; have neither the 
Produce of the Hedges, nor the Gleanings of the 
Field; they are obliged to plunder and devour one 
another, for neceſſary Subſiſtence. They are a 
kind of licenſed Banditti, that make Violence and 
Murder * their profeſſed Trade. — By this means, 
prodigious Devaſtations enſue z and without pro- 
per, without very extraordinary Recruits, the whole 
Race muſt continually dwindle, and at length be 
totally extint.—Were they to bring forth, like the 
moſt prolific of our terreſtrial Animals, a Dozen 
only, or a Score at each Birth; the Increaſe would 
be unſpeakably too ſmall for the Conſumption. 
The weaker Species would be deſtroyed by the 
ſtronger ; and, in Time, the ſtronger muſt periſh, 
even by their ſucceſsful Endeavours to maintain 
themſelves. — Therefore, to ſupply Millions of Aſ- 
ſaſſins with their Prey, and Millions of Tables 
with their Food, yet not to depopulate the watery 
Realms; the Iſſue produced by every Breeder is 
almoſt incredible. They ſpawn, not by Scores 
or hundreds, but by Thouſands and by Millions +. 
A ſingle Mother is pregnant with a Nation. By 

which 


To this, I believe, the Prophet alludes, in that re- 
markable Expreſſion ; Thou make/t Men as the Fiſhes of the 
Sea. Thou ſuffereſt Men to commit, without Reſtraint 
or Controul, all Manner of Oatrages. What ſhould be 
a civil Community, is a Scene of Oppreſſion. The 
Weakeſt are a Prey to the Strongeſt, and every One ſeeks 
the Deſtruction of his Neighbour. Habakh. i. 14. 


+ Mr. Petit found 342-144 Eggs in the hard Roe of a 
Carp, fixteen Inches long, Mr. Lewenhoeck counted, in 
a Cod of an ordinary Size, 9,384,000 Eggs.—-A Fecun- 
dity perfectly amazing! But admirably adapted to the 
preſſing Exigencies of the watery World ; admirably 


5 contrived 
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which amazing, but moſt needful Expedient, a 
periodical Reparation is made, proportionable to 
the immenſe Havock. | | 

How welcome this Reparation is, and how very 
ſerviceable, let thoſe forlorn People acknowledge, 
who dwell under the northern Pole. Their Wants 
are few, and their Deſires moderate. Yet mo- 
derate as their Deſires are, they receive no Supply 
from the Orchard or the Furrow. Inſtead of Acres 
waving with yellow Grain, or Trees bending with 
ruddy Fruit, their Fields are frozen to Iron, and 
buried under Mountains of Snow. —Since the Earth 
denies them her uſual Succours, the Sea takes 
them under her parental Care. — Even the wild 
tempeſtuous Ocean, ſeems to pity thoſe poor Out- 
caſts; and opens to them her Hand, or (if you 
pleaſe) adminiſters to them her Teats. *Tis faid 
of the Founder of Rome *, that, when a helpleſs 
and expoſed Infant, He was ſuckled by a ravenous 
Wolf. Tis certain, that the Natives of Greenland 
and Zembla, being abandoned by their common 
Mother, are nouriſhed by the howling Billows, — 
Theſe furniſh them with Plenty of Fiſh : whoſe 
Bones yield Timber for their Huts, and Utenſils 
for their Families; while the Oil and the Fleſh, 
afford a warming Liquor, and a fattening Food, 
for their Meals. Which are to them, a much bet- 


ter 


contrived for the Benefit and Delight of Mankind !— 
If we advert to this Peculiarity, it will give the utmoſt 
Emphaſis to the Patriarch's me/aphorical Expreflion, and 
an inimitable Beauty to his prophetic Wiſh, 275 1211 Let 
theſe-my Grandſons grow into a Multitude ; or, which is 
more exactly anſwerable to the Original, ler them multiply 
abundantly, even like the Fiſhes of the Ocean, Gen. xlviii. 16. 


* 


mulus. 
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ter Suſtenance, more ſuitable to their Conſtitution, 
and Clime, than the Sallads of the Garden, or the 
Sheaves of the Harveſt. —Thus does a gracious Pro- 
vidence give to all, even the moſt deſtitute of Men, 
not only their daily Bread, but the Bread which is 
moſt proper for their State *; is beſt adapted to pre- 
ſerve them in Health, in Vigour, and Chearfulneſs. 


As the Sea is peopled with animated Inhabitants, 
it is alſo variegated with vegetable Productions. 
Some, ſoft as Wool; others hard as Stone. Some 
riſe, like a leafleſs Shrub; ſome are expanded, in 
the Form of a Net; ſome grow with their Heads 
downward, and ſeem to be hanging on, rather than 
ſpringing from, the Juttings of the Rocks. Theſe 
may, with much greater Propriety, than the fa- 
mous Plantations of Simiramis, be called pen/ile 
Gardens. Theſe—But, methinks, I hear the Ch 
of inſpired Wiſdom; Haſt Thou entered into the 
Springs of the Sea? Or haſt Thou walked in the Search 
of the Depth t? A juſt Reproof! As my Walk 
reached no farther than barely the Purlieus of the 
Ocean; as neither You nor I have ever taken a 
ſingle Turn among thoſe ſubmarine Groves; as 
Moſes, Foſbua, and Jonah, the only Writers that 

ever 


* This ſeem to be the Import of erwory, in the fourth 
Petition of the LOR D's Prayer. Daily Bread, in Con- 
nexion with the preceding Clauſe, (his Day) reads flat, 
and appears ſuperfluous. But the Sentiment is weighty, 
and the Requeſt very needful, if We underſtand the Word 
as Suidas has explained its Etymology, Osriln 201 npwr 
apuogwy; or as Agur has expreſſed its Meaning, Feed me 
with Food convenient for ne. Prov. xxx. 8. 


+ Job xxxviii. 16. 
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ever made the wonderful Tour, intent upon more 
important Themes, have left Us no Memoirs relating 
to this curious Point; I ſhall not venture to advance 
any thing particular on the Subject. Only one 
Remark I would offer in general.— 

The Herbs and Trees, ſubſiſting on the Land, 
are nouriſhed by the Juices, which permeate the 
Soil, and fluctuate in the Air. For this Purpoſe, 
they are furniſhed with Leaves, to collect the one; 
and with Ryots to attract the other. Whereas, the 
Sea- plants, finding ſufficient Nouriſhment in the 
furrounding Waters, have no Occaſion to detach 
2 Party of Roots into the Ground, and forage the 
Earth for Suſtenance. Inſtead therefore of penetrat- 
ing, they are but juſt 1acked to the Bottom; and 
adhere to ſome ſolid Subſtance, only with ſuch a 


| Degree of Tenacity, as may ſecure them from be- 


ing tofled to and . by the random Agitation of 
the Waves. 

We ſee from this, and numberleſs other Inſtances, 
what a Diverſity there is, in the Operations of the 


great CREATOR's Hand. Vet every Alteration 


is an Improvement, and each new Pattern has a 
peculiar Fitneſs of its own. — The ſame Oeconomy 


takes place, ſuch a Difference of Adminiſtration I 


mean, in his Government of the rational World. 
In “ chooſing an Heritage for his People,” and 
aſhgning a Condition to each of his Servants, there 
is a great Variety with reſpect to Individuals; yet 
a perfect Uniformity, and complete Harmony, with 
reſpect to the Whole.— Some He calls out to a 
Courſe of diſtinguiſhed Labours. They make an 
illuſtrious Figure in Life, and appear as 4 City ſet 
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| on an * Hill! Others He conſigns over to Ob- 
ſcurity. They are like the Prophets, whom good 
Obadiah hid in à Cave, and are ſtyled his ſecret 
Ones +. Thoſe, the Cedars,, which ſtand conſpicu- 
ous on the Top of Lebanon: theſe, the Violets, 
which lie concealed at the Foot of a Briar. 

St. Paul was eminently qualified for buſy Scenes, 
and the moſt extenſive Services. He is introduced, 
therefore, into Places of Concourſe. His Miniſtry 
lies amidſt the moſt renowned and populous Cities. 
Even his [mpriſonment at Rome, ſeems to have been a 
providential Expedient for fixing Him, as it were, 
on the Stage of public Obſervation, and in the 
very Center of univerſal Intelligence, Where, his 
Preaching was like plunging a Stone into the Midſt 
of a ſmooth Canal; which not only affects the 
neighbouring Parts of the Surface, but ſpreads the 
floating Circles over all the wide Expanſe f.— 
Whereas, the beloved John, being leſs fitted to 
buſtle among a Crowd, is fent into the unfrequent- 
ed ſolitary Ifland ; there to indulge the Flights of 
heavenly Contemplation; and receive, with un- 
interrupted Attention, the myſterious Viſions of 
GOD.—Fob ſhall have Thorns in his Path; have 
the Dunghil for his Seat; and be expoſed, as a 
Mark to all the Arrows of Tribulation. Solomon 
ſhall dip his Foot in Oil; ſhall be elevated on the 

| Throne 


* Matt. v. 14. + Pſal. Ixxxiii. 3. 


+ Therefore the Apoſtle, ſpeaking of his Abode and 
his Preaching at Rome, has theſe very emphatical Words ; 
T hat all the Gentiles might hear. 2 Tim. iv. 17. which, 
conſidered in the preceding Light, have a peculiar Pro- 
priety. Becauſe, to Rome they repaired from all Quar- 
ters; and from thence they returned, into all Parts of 
the known World, 
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Throne of Royalty; and ſurrounded with the moſt 


laviſh Careſſes of Heaven. 


In all this ſeeming, this more than ſeeming Con- 
trariety, there is a Diſplay, not only of ſovereign 


Authority, but of conſummate Benignity and Wiſ- 
dom.— The great HEAD of the Church, acts 
| like a judicious General; and appoints ſuch a Sta- 
tion to each of his Soldiers, as correſponds with 
the Ability He gives. 


He acts like the moſt ſkilful 
Phyſician ; and preſcribes ſuch a Remedy for all his 
Patients, as is moſt nicely ſuited to their reſpective 
Caſes. . He knows the preciſe Point of Time, the 


particular Place of Abode, the peculiar Circum- 


ſtances of Condition, which are moſt exactly pro- 
per for each and every of his Children; and, like 


a tender as well as unerring Father; what He 


knows to be beſt, that He conſtantly allots.—I ſaid 
like a General, like a Phyſician, like a Father. But 


the Compariſon is low; the Language is inexpreflive N 


CHRIST is all that is implied in theſe Relations, 


and unſpeakably more—O ! that We may rejoice in 


the Superintendency of ſuch a SAVIOUR; and 
not only reſign Ourſelves to his Will, but thank Him 
for managing the Helm—Thank Him for ſteering 
our Courſe, through the Changes of the preſent 
Hour, and all the Uncertainties of Futurity. Since, 
whatever our froward- and petulant Paſſions may 


ſuggeſt, The LORD's Ways are ſo far from be- 
ing unequal, that they have all poſſible Fitneſs and 


Propriety ; they are ordered © in Number, Weight, 
« and Meaſure.” 


All is fo very different from the Proſpects, which 


lately preſented themſelves, _—_ I can hardly. for- 
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bear aſking, Whether I am not tranſlated into a 
new World ?— Where are the fruitful Vales, gar- 
niſhed and enriched with the CREATOR's 
Bounty ? Where are the branching Groves, vocal 
and harmonious with their MAKER's Praiſe ? 
No cultured Field, no opening Bloſſom, not ſo 
much as a green Leaf appears. None of my late 
Entertainments remain, only the cooling Zephyrs: 
Which are no longer perfumed with the Breath of 
Flowers, but impregnated with the Fre/hneſs of the 
Ocean, Yet, though all thoſe lovely Landſcapes 
are withdrawn ; though the gurgling Fountain is 
ſilenced, and the blooming Garden loſt : I am not 
far from the Origin, both of the Odours, which 
exhale from the One; and of the Cryſtal, which 
flows from the other. I am now upon the Margin 
of that grand Reſervoir, which ſupplies the Coun- 
try with its Fertility, and the Parterre with its 
Beauty *.— The Sea is the inexhauſtible Ciſtern of 
the Univerſe. The Air and Sun conſtitute the 
mighty Engine, which works without Intermiſſion, 
to raiſe the liquid Treaſure. While the Clouds 
ſerve as ſo many Agueducis, to convey the genial 
Stores along the Atmoſphere z and diſtribute them 
at ſeaſonable Periods, and in regular - Proportions 

through all the Regions of the Globe, 
I queſtion, whether the united Application of 
Mankind could, with their utmoſt Skill, and with 
| all 


* Pliny ſuppoſes a Query made; Si quis velit reputare, 
ut Fruges gignatur, Arberes Frutice/que vivant. To which 
He gives the following Solution; In Cælum Aquas mi- 
grare, Animamgque etiam Herbis vitalem inde deterre. And 
from thence concludes; Omnes Terre quoque Fires Aqua- 
rum i Beneficti. | | 
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all poſſible Percolations, fetch a ſingle Drop of per- | Four 
fan ſweet Water , from this unmeaſurable Pit of lets; 
Brine. Vet the Action of the ſolar Heat draws off, man) 
every Hour, every Minute, Millions and Millions tains 
of Tons, in vaporous Exhalations f. Which, be- foam 
ing ſkilfully parceled out, and ſecurely lodged in popu: 
the Botiles of Heaven f; ate ſent abroad, ſweetened tilize 
and refined, without any brackiſh Tincture, or the Clin 
leaſt bituminous Sediment.—Sent abroad upon the He 
Wings of the Wind, to diſtil in Dews, or pour is the 
themſelves in Rain; to ooze from the Orifices of — He 
| Fountains ; large 
ingly 
have not forgotten, what was lately affirmed in our 3 
public Papers; That a certain ingenious Gentleman, I Com 
3 think in the City of Durban; had found out the Art of ſpring 
| \  fewerteriing Sea-water.— What he produced, might pro- the /( 
572 approve itſelf to the Taſte, and not be without its — 89 
Uſefulneſs. Yet I cannot but query, whether it will be 
found tohave all thoſe fine, balmy, ſalutiferous Qualities, the E 
which diſtinguiſh and recommend the Rain-Water, Us.— 
Which has been exhaled by the kindly Warmth of the Maſs 
Sun; has been filtrated by paſſing and repaſſing through an 
the Regions of the Air; has been clarihed in the higheſt. | 
and pureſt Tracts of the Atmoſphere ; has been farther | deals 
refined, and quite perfected, by the ſearching Agency quen 
of the Winds.—l would not attempt to depreciate any the l 
valuable Invention ; yet I ſhould very much wonder, if / Com 
the puny Alembec could equal this grand Apparatus of | 


Nature, 

+ It is ſuppoſed; that from the Mediterranean Sea alone, 
there ariſes, in vaporous Exhalations, more than five 
thouſand Millions of Tons, within the Space of one 
Summer-Day. Yet the Mediterranean Sea bears no more 
Proportion to the whole Extent of the Ocean, than a 

public Road bears tothe Dimenſions of a County, through 
Which it Leads. 

t So the Clouds are elegantly ſtyled in ſacred Writ, 

Fob xxxviii. 37. | | 


Fountains *; to trickle along the Veins of Rivu- 
lets; to riſe in the Cavities of Wells; to roll, in 
many a headlong Torrent, from the Sides of Moun- 
tains; to: flaw, in copious Streams, amidſt the Bo- 
fam of burning Defarts, and through the Heart of 
populous Kingdoms. In order to refreſh and fer- 
tilize, to beautify and enrich, every Soil, in " 
Goes | 

How amiable is the Goodneſs, and how ti 
is the Power, of the World's Adorable MAKER! 
— How amiable his Goodneſs! in diſtributing ſo 
largely, what is abſolutely neceflary, and exceed- 
ingly beneficial. That Water, without which We 
can ſcarce perform any Buſineſs, or enjoy any 
Comfort, ſhould be every One's Property, Should 
ſpring up from the Soil ; ſhould drop down from 
the Clouds; ſhould ftream by our Houſes ; ſhould 
take a Journey, from the Ends of the Earth, and 


the Extremities of the Ocean, on purpoſe to ſerve 


Us.—How amazing his Power ! That a boundleſs 
Maſs of fluid Salt, intolerably nauſeous: to the hu- 
man Taſte, ſhould be the original Spring, which 
deals out every palatable Draught to Mankind, and 
quenches the Thirft of every Animal! Doubtleſs, 
the Power by which this is effected, can extract 
* from our Afflictions, Advantage from our 

Vor. n Calamities, 


* We are obliged to Clemens a for the moſt juſt 
and delicate Repreſentation of Fountains and their Uſe- 
fulneſs, that perhaps any where exiſts. Ather wrg9as 
9e AADAAUTEV WO vſicecey wephn8:10a, A * 1e Wage 
Xailes Tus enges gon arlewiro wate;, 1 Epiſt. ad Corinth, 
Ae calls Fountains, the Breaſts or Teats of the Earth. The 
Compariſon, I believe, i is his own : and nothing can ex- 
ceed it, as to Propriety and ny 
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Calamities, and make all Things work together for our 
Good *. irrt o: 

Vaſt and various are the Advantages +, which We 
derive from. the liquid Element: vaſt, as its un- 
bounded Extent ; various, as its ever-mutable Sur- 
face, The ſweet Waters glide along the Earth, in 
ſpacious and ſportive Currents. With their bumid 
Train, their exhaling Moiſture, and their gay Ap- 
pearance, they enliven and exhilatate the adjacent 
Country, While Plenty follows, where-ever they 
flow. — By giving a continual Shake to the circum- 
ambient Air, they prevent its Stagnation; they 
diſperſe their own Vapours; and promote the Pu- 
rity of their Siſter-Element, Indeed, theſe watery 
Ramblers impart much the ſame Improvement to 
the Air, the Proſpect, the whole Scene, as Vi- 
vacity and Chearfulneſs add to the Temper of their 
rational Inhabitants. | 

- Theſe circulating Floods paſs by opulent Cities, 
and receiving all their Filth, rid them of a thou- 
ſand Nuiſances. Which, when once committed 

| | path 7 


+ Fhe high Value which Mankind fet upon this Ele- 


ment, and the many Benefits they receive from its Mini- 
ſtration, both theſe Particulars are very ſtrongly expreſſed. 
by the Hebrews. Who call a Pool or Reſervoir of Water 
nan; which denotes, in its primary Signification, a 
Bleſſing, Cant; vii. 4- Ifai. vii. 3,—We too feldom think, 
and indeed we can never fully underſtand, what fignal 
Mercies we enjoy, in the ne common Gifts of PRO- 
VIDENCE. Was Water alone with-held, the moſt 
populous Clime would be without Inhabitants, and 
the moſt delicious Spot would degenerate into a Deſart. 
In Alluſion to this, our LORD calls the Wilder- 
nefs aud the ſolitary Land dry Places. nf rem. 
Matt. vil. 43. . | 
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to theſe fluid Scavengers are as effectually ſecreted, 
as if they were buried at the very Center of the 
Earth. Vet, though they condeſcend to fo mean 
an. Employ, they are fitted for more honourable 
Services; They enter the Gardens of a Priace, 
and compoſe ſome of the moſt delightful Ornaments 
of the Place. They glitter upon the Eye, as they 
float in the ample Canal. They amuſe the Imagi- 
nation, as they aſcend in curious Jet d Eaus. They 
yield a nobler Entertainment, as, forming them- 
ſelves into Sheets of ſloping Silver, they fall in 
graceful or in grand Caſcades.— If, inſtead of Beau- 
tifiers, We think proper to make uſe of them as 
Drudges, they ply at our Mills; they toil inceſſantly 
at the Wheel; and, by working the hugeſt En- 
gines, rid Us of Abundance of Fatigue, and ſave 
Us a proportionable Degree of Expence. 

So forcibly they act, when collected; and moſt 
ſurpriſingly they inſinuate, when detached. They 
throw themſelves into the Body of a Plant: they 
penetrate the minuteſt of its organized Tubes: and, 
ſubtil beyond all Expreſſion, they find a Paſſage 
through Meanders, too ſmall for the Eye to diſcern, 
too numerous and intricate even for Imagination to 
follow. How difficultly does the Maſon's Labour- 
er, bending under the Burden of Mortar on his 
Head, puſh his Way up the Rounds of a Ladder! 
While theſe Servants in the Employ of Nature, car- 
ry their Load to a much greater Height; and climb 
with the utmoſt Eaſe, even without the Aſſiffance 
of Steps or of Stairs. They convey the nutrimen- 
tal Stores of Vegetation, from the Jowe/? Fibres that 
are plunged into the Soil, to the very tem Twigs 
that wave amidſt the Clouds, They are the Caterers . 
M 2 for 


j 
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for the vegetable World *; or (if I may be allow- 
ed the Expreſſion) the Sutlers, which attend the 
whole Hot of Plants; to furniſh them with ſeaſon- 
able Refreſhment, and neceſfary Proviſion. By 
means of which, the Trees of the LORD are full 
of Sap, even the C:dars of Lebanon which HE hath 
planted 1. Notwithſtanding their prodigious Ele- 
vation, and vaſt diffuſion ; though they are aban- 
doned by Man, and deprived of: all human Cultiva- 
tion; yet, not a ſingle Branch is deftitute of Leaves, 
nor a ſingle Leaf of Moiſture. ry 
Beſides the falutary, cleanly, and ſerviceable Cir- 
culation of the Rivers; the Sea has a Libration, 
no 


St. Peter ſeems to have hinted at this Property of 
the Waters, in a remarkable Paſſage ; which is ſome- 
what obſcured in the Exgliſb Verſion, and therefore ſel- 
dom underſtood by the Engli/b Reader. The Earth fand. 
ing out of the Water and in the Mater. 2 Pet. iii. 5.— 
Which thould rather be tranſlated, The Earth (cuncluca) 
originally conſtituted of, and ſtill fa Ping by Water, 
Conftituted of ; for Maſes calls the chaotic Maſs, out of 
which the Earth was formed, by the Name of ( m) 
Waters, Gen. i. 2.—Subffting by; for Water is, as 
Theron has obſerved, the grand Support of material Na- 
ture. That which enables her, to bring forth all her 
vegetable Offpring, and to nurſe up all her animated 
Inhabitants. Being, in ſhort, to the terraqueous Globe, 
what the vital Fluid is to the human Body: or, as a 
Poet very elegantly ſings, 

— The cryſtal Element, 

The chief 2 in Heaven's various Works ; 
Whoſe flexile Genius ſparkles in the Gem, 

Grows firm in Oak, and fugitive in Wine ; 

The Vehicle, the Source of Nutriment 

And Life, to all that wegetate or live. 


| See Dr. AxmsTRONG's Poem on Health. 
A Performance as beautiful, as its Subject is deſirable, 


+ Pſal. civ. 16. 
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no leſs advantagious, and much more remarkable. 
Every Day, this immenſe Collection of Waters, for 


the Space of five or fix Hours, flows towards the 
Land. After a ſhort Pauſe, it retires again to its 
inmoſt Caverns; taking up nearly the ſame Interval 
for the Retreat, as it required for the Acceſs, 
How great is the Power, which ſets the whole fluid 
World in Motion | Which protrudes to the Shores 


ſuch an inconceivable Weight of Waters, without 


any Concurrence from the Winds, frequently in 
direct Oppoſition to all their Force! How gracious 
alſo is the Providence, which bids the mighty Ele- 
ment perform its tumbling Revolutions, with all 
the ExaCtneſs of Time and Meaſure ! Was it ſuf- 
fered . to advance, with a lawleſs and unlimited 
Swell; it might ſweep over Kingdoms, and deluge 
whole Continents. Was it irregular and uncertain 
in its Approaches, Navigation would be at a Stand, 
and Trade become precarious.—But, being conſtant 
at its flated Periads, and never exceeding its ap- 
pointed Bounds, it creates no Alarm to the Coun- 
try, and affords very conſiderable Aids to Traffic. 
I faid, conſant. For at the proper Hour, or ra- 


ther at the preciſely proper Minute, the Waters 


are ſure to be in Motion. They flow with the 
moſt ready Obedience, like Servants at their Maſ- 
ter's Call, They croud as it /were in contending 
Multitudes, ambitious to peyform their CRE A- 
TOR's Will. Ruſhing up our large Rivers, 
they clear and deepen the Paſſage. In many Places, 
they ſpread a copious Flood, where a dry and emp- 
ty Waſte lay before. 

Is the Sailor returned from his Voyage, and wait- 
ing at the Mouth of the Channel? The Flux is 
ready to convey his Veſſel to the very Doors of the 

- Owner; 
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Owner; and without any Hazard of ftriking on 


the Rocks, or being faſtened in the Sands. — Has 
the Merchant freighted his Ship? Would He have 
it transferred to the Ocean? The Reflux tenders its 
Service; and bears away the Load, with fingular 


Expedition, and with equal Safety. — Behold, O 


Man! How greatly thou art beloved, how highly 
favoured by thy MAKER! In what Part of his 
Works has he forgotten or overlooked thy Wel- 
Fare? Shew me a Creature, point out a Spot; in the 
Formation or Diſpoſition of which, He has not been 
mindful of thy Intereſt? He has made Thee to have 
Dominion over the Works of his Hands, and has put all 
Things in Subjeclion under thy Feet. All Sheep and 
Oxen; the Fowls of the Air, and the Fiſhes 3 yea, and 
the Surges of the Sea &, are conducive to thy Benefit. 
Even theſe, wild and impetuous as they are, yield 
their willing Backs, to receive thy Load; and, like 
a tractable as well as indefatigable Beaſt of Burden, 
carry it to the Place, which thou ſhalt nominate. 

What preſerves this vaſt Flood in a State of per- 
petual Purity? It is the univerſal Sewers, into which 
are diſcharged the Refuſe and Filth of the whole 
World. That which would defile the Land, and 
pollute the Air, is tranſmitted to the Ocean, and 
neither Miſchief nor Inconvenience enſue. Thoſe 
Swarms of Locus — which, while living were a 
Plague to Pharaoh, by their loathed Intruſion ; and 
when dead, *might have cauſed a more dreadful 
Plague, by their noiſome Stench—ſwept into the 
Sea, were neither peſtilential, nor offenſive. How 
then is this Receptacle of every Nuiſance kept clean? 


Why does it not contract a noxious! Taint, and 
| diffuſe 


Pal. viii. 6, 7, 8. 
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diffuſe Contagion far and near? Such as would ren- 
der it a Grave to the aquatic, and Bane to the ter- 
reſtrial Animals ? — Tis owing, partly to its inceſſant 
Motion, partly to its ſaline Quality. By the One, 
it is ſecured from any internal Principle of Corrup- 
tion; by the other, it works itſelf clear from every 
adventitious Defilement. | 
A Directory this, and a Pattern for me ! — Thus 
may divine Grace, like the penetrating Power of Salt, 
cure the Depravity of my Heart, and rectify the 
Diforders of my Temper ' Seaſon my Words, and 
make all my Converſation ſavoury !—Thus may a 
continual Courſe of Activity, in my ſecular and 
my ſacred Vocation, prevent the pernicious Effects 
of Indolence! Let me daily exerciſe, or be attempt- 
ing to exerciſe, the Graces of Chriſtianity. Leſt 
Faith become feeble ; Lg& Hope contract Dimneſs; 
and Charity wax cold. | 
. When I began my Walk, the Waters were up- 
on the Ebb, They ſlunk away from all the Strand, 
as an Army overpowered, though not put to Flight, 
withdraws from the Field. Now like the ſame Ar- 
my, re-inſpirited by their Commanders, or re-in- 
forced by an Acceſſion of Troops, they are return- 
ing, as it were to the Charge. — Wave riſes upon 
Wave, and Billow rolls over Billow. Their Pro- 
gres is ſlow, but determined and perſevering. Much 
ol the ſmooth ſandy Area is already over-run. The 
Extremities of the Rocks are covered. The foamy 
Invaders approach nearer and nearer. Nothing 
can divert, nothing retard their Courſe. Though 
Canutus * himſelf was in the Way; though his 
i royal 
* Alluding to a memorable and inſtructive Story, re- 


eorded of King Canutus, Who, probably without having 
M 4 | r cad, | 
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royal Authority and ſtrict Prohibition interpoſed; 
nay, though all the Forces of his Kingdom were 
drawn up with Orders to ſtem the Torrent; this 
grand Detachment from the Deep would ſcorn the 
feeble Oppoſition; would not be checked ſo much 
as a ſingle Moment; but continue, ſtill continue 
the wide expanſive Swell, till it has reached the de- 
ſtined Point.— S0, may I always abound in Commu- 
nion with G OD, or in Beneficence to Men; reſign- 
ing one religious or charitable Employ, only to 
enter upon another; and be thus preſſing forward, 

fill 


read, had nevertheleſs thoroughly learned,.that encellent 
Leſſon of Horace; | 


Regum timendorum in proprio: a 
Reges in inſos Imperium eſt Jovis. 


Some of his abje and deſigning Flatterers, had the im- 
pia Aqurance to tell Him, His Power was more than 
«© human. To convince them of their Folly, and ro- 
buke them for their Falſhood, He ordered his Chair of 
State to be placed on the Extremity of the Shore, juſt as 
the Tide began to flow. Here He took his Seat, in the 
Preſence of the Paraſites, and many other Attendants. 
Then with all that Dignity of Air, and Severity of Ac- 
cent, which ſovereign Authority knows how to aſſume, 
He faid—** Thou Sea, the Land on which I ſit is mine; 
nor has any One dared to invade my Rights, or diſobey 
my Commands, without ſuffering the deſerved Puntſn- 
*, ment. I charge Thee, therefore, on Pain of my higheſt 
©+ Diſpleaſure, not to enter theſe Territories, nor touch 
te the Feet of England's Monarch.” 

When the rude Waves made bold to enter on the for- 
bidden Ground; nay, when thoſe uncourtly Things pre- 
ſumed to ruſh 22 the royal Seat, and even, to daſh his 
Majeſty's Perſon; He ſtarted from his Throne, and bid 
every Beholder obſerve the Impotence of earthly Kings. 
Bid them remember, That HE alone is worthy of the 
T_ whom Winds and Waves and univerſal Nature 

Yo | 


LET. 
fill pi 
ing 1 
regul; 
ticala 
never 


rary, 
Perdi! 


LET» 9. THERON TO ASPASIO. 135 


fill prefling forward, to the Prize of my high call- 
ing in CHRIST 7FESUS.-Differing from thoſe 
regular Viciſſitudes of the Ocean, only in one Par- 
ticular; That n Endeavours never ebb, my Soul 
never draw back. Since this would be, if tempo- 
rary, to my — Loſs; if you to my aggravated 
Perdition.: 1 

The Tide is, now, at its Height; The ſpacious 
ſandy Plain, on which I lately walked is quite over- 
flowed. A Tract, almoſt unmeaſurable, is taken 


from our Feet, and hid from our Fyes. A thouſand 


Figures, and a thouſand Footſteps, imprinted on 


the level Beach, are eraſed. And had there been 


ten thouſand Times ten thouſand more, they would 
all have been obliterated with equal Eafe. How 
happy are they, whoſe Sins are thus covered 
Whoſe Iniquities are all blotted out! And not one 
of their Tranſgreſſions remembered any more! 

Well my Soul, be of good Comfort. Certainly 
the Blood of the divine REDEEMER, is able to 
do this for Thee; even for Thee, the chiefeſt of Sin- 
ners. What Guilt can be tos great, for an infinite 
Atonement zo expiate ? What Guilt can be fo great, 
as the Merit of an incarnate GOD? Offering the 
Body of his Fleſh to Death—Offering the Blood of 


his Heart to be ſpilt—Offering his very Soul, and 


his whole Perſon, through the Eternal SPI- 
RIT, as a ſpotleſs Victim, to GOD for Us !— 

Can J doubt, whether this immenſely grand Propi- 
tuation, is able to do for my Conſcience, what theſe 
refluent Waters have done on the Margin of the 
Ocean? Would not this be a Diſhonour to the 
bleſſed JESUS, 'greates than the Laſhes of the 


Scourge, 


1 
. 
4 
| 
1 
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Scourge, and the Crown of Thorns. viler than We 
Inſults, Mogkerys and mn | 


Conſider the Sen in 3 a ind it con- 
necis the remoteſt Realms of the Univerſe; by fa- 
cilitating an Intercourſe between their reſpective In- 
habitants.— What ſhort-ſighted Beings are Man- 
kind! How ſuperficlal their Views! How unavoid- 
able therefore their frequent Miſtakes! The Anti- 
ents Jooked upon this bottomleſs Deep, as an un- 
paſſable * Gulf. If our Forefathers were ſo egre- 


giouſly miſtaken-in this Inſtance ; let not Us too pe- 
remptorily pronounce upon any difficult or myſteri- 


ous Point. Left ſucceeding Generations, or a more 


enlightened State, ſhould cover Us with the double 
Confuſion of childiſh Ignorance, and fooliſb Conceit. 
We have clearly demonſtrated, We have happily 
experienced, the very Reverſe, of that grey-headed 
Surmiſe to be true. The Ocean, inſtead of being 
a Bar of Separation, is the great Bond of Union. 
For this Purpoſe, it is never exhauſted, though it 
ſupplies the whole Firmament with Clouds, and 
the whole Earth with Rains. Nor ever overflows, 
though all the Rivers in the Univerſe are perpetu- 
ally augmenting its Stores, and pouring in their tri- 
butary Floods.—By means of-'this Element, We 


' travel farther, than Birds of the ſtrongeſt Pinion 


fly; and diſcover Tracts, which the /ulture's Eye 
has never ſeen +. We make a Viſit to Nations, that 
lie drowned in their midnight Slumbers, when every 


induſtrious 


® — Deas abſcidit 
Prudens Ocean difſociabili 
Terras. Hos, 


+ Job xxviii. 7. 
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induſtrious Perſon: on this Part of the Globe; is be- 
ſtirring Himſelf in all the Hurry of Buſineſs. We 
eultivate an Acquaintance with the Sun-burnt M. 
gro, and the ſhivering Icelander. We crofs the 
flaming Line, We penetrate the frozen Pole; and 
wing our Way even round the World. 

This is the great Vehicle of Commerce. Not to 
mention the floating Caſtles, which contain whole 
Armies and their Commanders; which bear the 
Thunder of the Cannons, and all the dreadful Ar- 


tillery of War; which are capable of demoliſning 


Fortreſſes, and ſpreading Terror among Nations. 
Let Us only contemplate the trading Veſſels; how 
numerous ! of what large Dimenſion! and of 
what prodigious Burdens! which are continually 

paſſing and repaſling this univerſal Thoroughfare! 
There go the Ships.—Ships, that are freighted, 
not with Sacks, but with Harveſts of Corn; that 
carry not Pipes, but Vintages of Wine; that are 
laden, not with Bars of Iron, Blocks of Marble 
or Wedges of Gold, but with whole Quarries 'of 
maſly Stone, and whole Mines of ponderous Me- 
tal. All which, lodged in theſe volatile Store- 
houſes, and actuated by the Breath of Heaven, are 
wafted to the very Ends of the Earth: waſted, 
enormous and unwieldly as they are, more expediti- 
ouſly than the light Berlin bowls along the Road : 
almoſt as ſpeedily, as the nimble-footed Roe bounds 
over the Hills *, | 
Aſtoniſhing, 


A _ + under a briſk and ſteady Gale, will fail at 
the Rate of 216 Miles in 24 Hours: perſevering, if the 
Wind continues favourable, in the ſame rapid Career, for 
ſeveral Days together. A Courſe, which, conſidering 


both its Swi/tne/5 and Duration, cannot be equalled by * 
| able 


_—_— 
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.- Aſtoniſhing Ordination of eternal Wiſdom! Vet 
moſt graciouſly contrived for the Benefit of Man- 
kind I can hardly fatisfy my View, in beholding 
this rolling Chaos; ſtretched, ten thouſand Times 
ſarther, than my Eye can reach. I can never ceaſe 
my Admiration, in contemplating its amazing Pro- 
perties.—'T bat. an Element, ſo «nftab/e and fagitive, 
ſhould bear up ſuch an immenſe Weight, as would 
bend the firmeſt Floors, or burft the ſtrongeſt 
Beams — That the thin abd yieldirig Air ſhould 
drive on, with ſo much Facility and Speed, Bodies 
of ſuch exceſſiye Bulk, as the Strength of a Legion, 
er an Army, would be unable to move. I hat the 
Air and the Water, acting in Conjunction, ſhould 
carry to the Diſtance of many thouſand Miles, 
what the united Force of Men and Machines, could 
ſcarcely drag a ſingle Yard.—Puny and deſpicable 
are our Attempts : but great and marvelous are thy 
Works, O LORD GOD Almighty ! F thou 

wilt work, fays the Prophet, tubo or what Hall let 
it / Neither the Meanneſs of the Inſtrument, nor 
the Greatneſs of the Event. A Sling and a Stone 
ſhall lay the gigantic Bravo in the Duſt 7. An Ox- 
. Goad ſhall do more Execution than a Train of Ar- 
tillery r. Even a Vorm fhall threſh the Mountains, 
and beat them ſmall, and make the Hills as Chaff \ 
GOD ALE-SUFFICIENT is his Name, 
and out of Weakneſs He maketh his Strength per- 
ſect.— 0] that We, my dear ¶Mpaſio that I eſpeci- 
* ally 


ableſt Horſe, perhaps not by the nimbleſt Creature that 
treads the Ground. 


Iſai. xliii. 13. + 1 Sam. xvii. 50. f Jud ill 1. 


4ETi9; THEROYW TO ASYASs 16. Thy 
ally—may be ſtrong in the LORD, and in the 
Power of his Might! Then as the light Air is made 
to act with a more forcible Impulſe, than the moſt 
vigorous Engines; as the fluid Water is made to 
ſuſtain more ponderous Loads, than the moſt ſub- 
ſtantial Works of Maſonry; ſo We, who in Our- 
ſelves are nothing but mpotence, ſhall be enabled 


to triumph over the Legions of Hell, and tread down 
all the Temptations of the World. 


How are the Mariners conducted through this 4 
qu Plain, than which nothing is more wide, and 
nothing more wild? Here is no Track to be follow- 
ed; no Poſt of Direction to be conſulted ; nor any 
Shepherd's - Hut, where the wandering Traveler 
may aſk his Way. Yet the Voyage is, perhaps,' no 
leſs than a thouſand Leagues. Are the Voyagers 
guided, by a Pillar of Fire in the Night, or a move- 
able Cloud in the Day? As the Sons of Jacob and 
Joſeph were eſcorted through the eaſtern Deſerts. 
No; but by a mean, contemptible, and mem 
worthleſs Foffil. | 

The Apoſtle James ' mentions it, as à very ob- 
ſervable Fact; that the Ships, which are ſo great, 
and driven of force Winds, yet are turned about with a 
very ſmall Helm, whitherſoever the Governor hfteth ®. 
Is it not equally wonderful, that they ſhould be led 
through fuch a- pathleſs and unmeaſurable Waſte, 
by fo ſmall an Expedient, as the Intervention of the 
Leadftone t?—Till this ſurpriſing Mineral was dif- 

covered, 


fam. iũ. 4. 
+ lam aware, that other Expedients are uſed for ſhap- 
ing a proper Courſe on the Ocean; ſuch as making Ob- 
| n from the Sun and heavenly Bodies, by mathe- 


matical 


- 1 8 2 
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covered, and:its Properties were improved, Naviga- 
tion lay in its Cradle. Was, at beſt, a mere In- 
fant, which crept timorouſly along the Coaſts; 
was obliged to keep within ſight of the Shores; and, 


clage; 


when once driven out 1 Sphere of 


ber Land- marks, could neit aſcertain her Situa- 
tion, nor purſue ber Voyage. But this Guide 
when every Beacon on the Top of the Hills, is va- 
niſhed from the acuteſt Ken; where nothing but 


Skies are ſeen above, and Seas alone appear below 
this Guide points out the proper Paſſage. This com- 


municates an Intelligence, which ſhines clear in 
the thickeſt Darkneſs, and remains ſteady in the 
moſt tempeſtuous Agitations. This has given, 


not indeed Birth, but Maturity to Navigation 


and turned her ſwadling Bands into ings, This 
has emboldened her to launch into the Heart of the 


. Ocean, and enabled her to range from Pole to Pole. 


A Needle touched by the Loadſtone, guided Co- 


Jumbus through the vaſt Atlantic, and led Him to the 


Diſcovery of a new World. The Direction and 
Advices of this ſimple Inſtrument; have opened for 
our Sailors a Way to both the Indies. And a Sea- 
.Compaſs, which coſt, perhaps, no more than half a 
Crown, is the Means of conveying into our Har- 
bours the Rarities and Riches of the Univerſe. 
Thus does GOD, both in the Operations of Na- 
ture, and the Adamicifraticns of Providence, accom- 
pliſh the moſt important Ends by the moſt inconſi- 
derable Means.—When the formidable S. iſera is 

to 


.matical Inſtruments, But mt I AD are only ſub- 
- ordinate Aids to the Needle. The grand Regulator is 


the 1 J have heard an experienced Sailor de- 
e would rather be without his Quadrant than 
without his ** | 


LET. 
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to be cut off, the Blow ſhall be given, not by 


ſome puiſſant Champion, but by the Hand of a 
Woman *®, When Fericho is to be demoliſhed; 
thoſe impregnable Fortifications ſhall fall, not be- 
neath the Stroke of battering Engines, but be- 


fore the Sound of Rams Horns f. — When a hun- 


dred thouſand Midianites are to be routed, the 
LORD of Hoſts will gain this fignal Victory, not 
by numerous Legions completely armed, but by a 
Handful of Tfrazlitzs, accoutered only with Trum- 
pets, Lamps, and Pitchers f.—Who would have 
thought, that from the Root of Jeſe, a Root out of 
a dry Ground, ſhould ariſe that great Tree, which 
firetches her Boughs unto the Sea, and her Height unto 
the Heavens, and her Branches unto the Ends of the 
Earth? That the deſpiſed Galilean and the Carpen- 
ter's Son, ſhould be the SAVIOUR of the World, 


and the HEIR of all Things? Nay; that a 


Perſon humbled like the meaneſt of Slaves, and 
executed like the vileſt of Malefactors; nailed 
to a Croſs, and laid proſtrate among the Dead; 
that HE ſhould reſtore Life and Immortality to 
ruined Sinners; ſhould open the Gates of Grace 
and Glory on loſt Mankind ? That a few literate 
Creatures, taken from the Barge, the Oar, and the 
Net, ſhould confute Philoſophers, and convert 
Kings; ſhould overthrow the Strong: holds of Ido- 
latry, and plant Chriſtianity on its Ruins I— This 
is a Circumſtance, which though a Stumbling- 
block to ſome People, has conſiderably ſtrengthen- 
ed my Faith, It is perfectly agreeable to the AI. 
MIGHT Ys Manner. It is (if I may fo ſpeak) 
the diſtinguiſhing Turn of his and the pecu- 
liar 


9 jug; 7, 9 7 vob. 5. 5 1 1 0g: vii. lg. 
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liar Sole of bis Works. Whence does He. raiſe 
the charmingly beauteous Flower? Whence. the 
magnificent Myriads of the Foreſt-Oaks ?- Whence 
the boundleſs and ineſtimable Stores of the Harveſt ? 
From rude, from ſmall, almoſt unnoticed Seeds ; 
from Principles, which bear not the leaſt Propor- 
tion to their Effects. —heſides; this moſt emphati- 
cally ſpeaks I HE G00. It Aer the Lighting 
down of his glorious Arm * ; and abſglutely precludes 
all the Pretenſions of — Arrogance, or finite 
Power. It appropriates the Honour to that Supreme 
AGENT, before whom the EA and the 4rduons 
are both alike. All Men that ſee it muſt confefs, 
THIS HATH GOD Done. | | 


Throug h this Channel, are imported to our "A 
the Rk Productions, £7 the peculiar Treaſures, 
_ of every Nation under Heaven, Sd that Tou and 

can breakfaſt upon a Diſſolution of the American 
Rernel+; and fee. the rich nutrimental Liquor 
froth in our Cups, without ever tempting the foam- 
ing Brine, We can ſteep the delicately-flayoured 
Chineſe Tor in the Waters of our own Well; or 
ſpend the Afternoon in our own Parlour, and be re- 
galed with an Infuſion of the finely-ſcented Ara- 
bian Berry. We can ſeaſon the friendly Bowl with 
the Juices of the Orange, or refreſh our clammy 
Palate with the Pulp of the Tamarind; without 
feeling that fervent Heat, which imparts ſuch a 
poignant Reliſh to the former, and give a fever- 
cooling Virtue to the latter. We can pile upon 
dur Salvers a Pyramid of Jtalian F les; fill the In- 
7 terſtices 


— 
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" * Tſai. xxx. 3o. 
Called the Cacoa, which affords the principal Ingre- 
dient of and;gromws! on a mall Tree in Amerita. 
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terſtices with the Sky- dried Raiſins of Malaga; and 
form a Summit for the inviting Structure, with th 
Paſtacia Nut of Aleppo. — By this means, the Eaſtern 
Spices exhale their Odours on our Tables; and the 
Weſtern Canes transfuſe their Sweetneſs into our 
Viands. We clothe our Bodies with the vegetable 
Fleeces * of the South, and line our Apparel with 
warm furry Spoils from the North. We can wear 
the Pearl, poliſhed in the Abyſſes of the Perffan 
Gulf; and walk on the Carpets, manufactured in 
the Dominions of the Great Mogul; yet neither ex- 
poſe Ourſelves to the-Rage of boiſterous Seas, nor 
the more dreaded Treachery of barbarous People,— 
In ſhort; by this grand and beneficial Expedient of 
Navigation, every Tide wafts into our Ports the 
Wealth of the remoteſt Climes, and brings the 
Abundance of the Univerſe, to be unladen on our 
Quays. London becomes a Mart of Nations ; and 
almoſt every private Houſe in the Kingdom, is em- 
belliſhed or accommodated from the four ers 
of the Globe, 

Almaſt every private Houſe. —Is not this more like 
rhetorical Flouriſh, than real Truth? Are not all 
the Advantages I have mentioned the peculiar Por- 
tion of the Rich? Is not the Sea, like high Life and 
the gay World, ſomewhat capricious and partial? 
Beſtowing laviſhly her Favours on the Wealthy, at? 
the ſame Time that She neglects the Needy ?—Uuite 
the Reverſe. Like her moſt exalted yet moſt conde- 

Vor. III. 1 ſcending 


* Cotton, which is a ſort of Wool, encompaſſing the, 
Seed of a Tree.—Its Fruit is of an oval Form, abogt the 
Size of a Nut. As it ripens it grows black on the out- 
fide ; and, by the Heat of the Sun, opens in ſeveral 
Places, diſcovering the Cotron through the Clefts, which 
is of an admirable Whiteneſs. See CHams, Die. 
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ſcending CREATOR, She is no Reſpecter of Per- 
ſons. She deals out her Liberalities to All; to the 
Wealthy, ſuch as are ſuitable to their Circum- 
ſtances; to the Indigent, ſuch as are beſt adapted to 
their Contition. If She ornaments the Abodes of 
the firſt, She employs the Hands of the laſt ; fur- 
niſhes heſe with gainful Labour, thoſe with elegant 


Accommodations. What a Multitude of induftri- 


ous People acquire à Livelihood, by preparing the 
Commodities intended for Exportation ! And what 
a Multitude of dextrous Artificers maintain their 
Families, by manufaQuring the Materials imported 
from abroad ! 

It is reckoned æ valuable Species of Beneficence, 
to provide proper Work for the Poor. This with- 
draws them from any Temptations, and preſerves 
them from much Wickedneſs. It hinders them 
from being a Burden to themſelves, and a Nuiſance 
to the Public. They might otherwiſe be idle, and 
as Vermine on the Body politic: or even mutinons, 
and as Vipers in the Bowels of the Nation. Whereas, 
by exerting themſelves in a due Subordination, and 
with becoming Diligence, they are the very Sinews 
of the Community; or like the grand Wheel in the 
Machine of State, whoſe inceſſant Activity diſtri- 
butes Plenty, and pours innumerable Conveniencies 
through the whole. —W hat a Maſter then, or rather 
what a M. /ireſs, is the Sea! How extenſive her Cor- 
reſpondence, and how large her Demand for Work- 
men ! Into what Branch of Trade does ſhe not en- 
ter? What kind of ingenious Science, or uſeful 
Toil, does ſhe not befriend? How many Millions 
of honeſt, but needy Perſons are engaged in her Ser- 
vice? And how amply are they repaid for their 

Pains! 
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Pains | They that go down to the Sea in Ships, and oc- 


cupy their Buſineſs in great Waters, theſe Men ſee the 
Warks of the LO RD, and his Wonders in the Deep. 
They alſo that dwell among their own People, and 
abide in the Villages, even they enjoy the Bounty, 


and ſhare the Advantages of the Ocean. They ſuck . 


of the Abundance of the Seas, and of Treaſures hid 
in the Sand*, For, though it is falſe Philoſophy, to 
fuppoſe the Waters themſelves ſtrained through Nb. 
terranean Paſſages, into the inland Countries; yet 
it is an undeniable Truth, that their beneficial E 
fefs are transfuſed into every Town, every Hamlet, 
and every Cottage, 

Surely, the Inhabitants of. our Iſle, have Reaſon 
to turn the Prediction of Moſes, concerning the 
Tribe of Joſeph, into a devout and grateful Acknow- 
ledgment. — Blefſed of the LORD + is our Land. 
Bleſſed with the precious Things of Heaven, with the 
Dew, and with the Deep that coucheth beneath. With 
the precious Things brought forth by the Sun, and with 
the precious Things thruſt forth by the Moon. With the 
chief Things of the antient Mountains, and with the pre- 
cious Things of the everlaſting Hills : and with the 
precious Things of the Earth, and the Fulneſs thereof t. 

| | May 


Deut. xxxiii. 19. 


1 , (foI would tranſlate the Original) not ge; in the 
Predictive, not precatory Form. This implies a Fulneſs 
of Faith, and diſtinguiſhes Prophecy from Prayer; beſt 
ſuits the extraordinary Illumination of Maſes; and does 
moſt Honour to the omniſcient SPIRIT. 


t Deut. xxxiii. 13, 14, 15, 16. Here ſeems to be an 
exact Summary, and a poetical Deſcription of the Riches 
of Nature.——The precious Things of Heaven; or Rain, 
which deſcends from the upper ; and Dew, which is 
formed in the lower Regions of the Firmament — The 

3 Deep 


— — 


* 
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— May we alſo enjoy the Good-will of HIM, who 
dibelt in the Buſh* ; and the Grace of HIM, who 
hung on the Tree! May the eternal GOD be our 
Refuge ; and underneath both Us and our Intereſts, 
may his everlaſting Arms be ſpread |—Happy then 
wilt Thou be, thrice happy, O England! Thy 
temporal Advantages, and thy ſpiritual Privileges 
conſidered, it may truly be ſaid, ho, or what Na- 
tion, is like unto Thee? | | 
This for my Country, Now let me wiſh for my- 
ſelf: | 
GOD of all Worlds] Source and Supreme of Things l 
From whom all Life, from whom Duration ſprings ! 
| | Intenſe 


Deep that coucheth beneath; Seas, Rivers, Fountains, Wells, 
which lie in the Boſom of the Soil; and are Sources of 
Fertility and Plenty. ——T he precious Things brought forth by 
the Sun, muſt certainly denote the Herbs, Plants, Trees, 
and all Manner of Yegetables, with their reſpective Fruits. 
mT be precious Things tbruſt forth by the Moon, may pro- 
bably refer to the mineral Kingdoms; in the Formation 
of which, that Ruler of the Night may have a confi- 
derable Influence. The Moon 1s confeſſedly the Parent 
of Tides; and may put in Motion thoſe bituminous and 
ſaline Fluids, which, circulating through the Pores of 


the Earth, and fixing in Beds of homogeneous Matter, 


are ſuppoſed to commence Minerals. - As our ſacred 
Philoſopher has already ſpecified the vegetable Tribes, 
and (if I miſtake not) the Beds of Foſſils, the principal 
Things of the Mountains and Hills, ſhould ſignify the Sheep, 
_ Goats, and other valuable Animals, which feed upon 
_ thoſe vaſt Declivities. Then, he precious Things of the 


Earth, may expreſs thoſe Herds of larger Cattle, which 


have their Paſturage in the Plains, Valleys, and lower 
Grounds, A genie, which recommends itſelf from this 
Conſideration, That the Wealth of the Antients con- 
ſiſted chiefly in Cattle.—The Fulneſi thereof, may be a 
Kind of Recapitulation : a comprehenſive Term, in- 
cluding the whole Produce of the terraqueous Globe ; 
the magnificent Liberality of JEHOV AH to his People. 
Deut. xXXX111. 16. 
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Intenſe O ! let me for thy Glory burn, 

Nor fruitleſs view my Days, and Months return. 
Give me with Wander at thy Worts to glow, 

To graſp thy Viſion, and thy Truths to know : 
O'er Time's tempeſtuous Sea to reach thy Shore, 
To fing thy Praiſe, and all thy Grace adore, 
When Seas ſhall roll, and Time ſhall be no more. 


| You ſee, Aſpaſio, I have been ſtudying the Vo- 
lume of Nature; endeavouring to read ſome of its 
capital Characters, and learn ſome of its inſtruc- 
tive Leſſons. The Sea has been the Page. But 
how ſuperficial is my Peruſal, and how ſcanty my 
Knowledge, Little, very little have I beheld or 
conceived, relating to thoſe Works of Wonder, 
which the vaſt unfathomable Deep contains *—the 
Plants it, produces, and the Creatures it nouriſhes 
—its ſtupendous Rocks, riſing to the Skies; and 
its inacceſſible Caverns, ſinking to the Center—the 
Beds of Pearl, which are its native Growth ; and 
the Loads of Gold, which it has gained by Ship- 
wreck; and thoſe Heaps of Shells, which pave the 
Floor of the watery Realms. —&o ſuperficial are my 
Views of CHRIST; fo ſcanty is my Acquain- 
tance with the Goſpel. FE | 

N 3 You 


Should the Reader defire to ſee this Subject, more 
largely opened, and more fully improved, I would refer 
Him to Contemplations on the Ocean, lately publiſhed by 
my 1ngenious and pious Friend Mr. PE aRSALL., In 


which, a refined Fancy, and a delicate Philoſophy, com- 


pole a Chaplet for evangelical Divinity. Uniting ſome 
of their beautiful and fragrant Flowers, to adorn the 
Goſpel of GOD our SAVIOUR=—toquicken and re- 
freſh the Spirits of his People—to invite and win the 
Hearts of the Diſobedient. 
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You, I preſume, are ſitting at the Feet of that 
Sublime TEACHER; and attending to the Dic- 
tates of HIS Mouth, in whom are hid all the Trea- 
ſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge *, Let me promiſe 
myſelf a Communication of your Thoughts, as I 
have freely tranſmitted a Specimen of mine. And I 
will make no Scruple to acknowledge the Superiori- 
ty of the Exchange; that I receive 


xpvo tc Xanrytiuv, exulopbor weak, D 

T 

Or, as the eloquent 1/:ah ſpeaks ; For Braſs you will I 2 

bring Gold, and for Iron you will bring Silver + :,ren- bats 

dering me, by this Intercourſe, your more obliged, PR 

though it is ſcarce polible for me to be, more than I Mat: 

already am, OTE 

Your aſfectionate ſelf « 

THERON. 7 pi 

migh 

P. &. Monſieur Paſcal, who was remarkably fond of C 

of Brevity, makes an odd Excuſe for tranſ- TD 

grefling, on a particular Occaſion, his favourite your 

Rule. He intreats his Friend to pardon the me P 

unuſual Length of his Epiſtle, by aſſuring enabl 

Him, That he had not Time ta make it ſhorter ,— For 

I cannot, it muſt be confeſſed, adopt this Phi. Crea 

15 loſopher's Apology. For, I have purpoſely der 0 

4 lengthened my Letter, with a View of ſetting gious 

: | in this one Circumſtance, a Pattern for my oo 

4 erni; 

q | paſo. | tions. 

18 Col. ii. 3. + Lai. Ix. 17. They 

11 | vine | 

it | et D 
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ASPASIO TO THERON, 


Dear THER ON, 


Thank You for your Letter, becauſe it entertains 


and improves me. I thank you for your Pofiſcript, 


becauſe it is my Encouragement and my Apology. 
J am ſet down to write, with a copious Stock of 
Materials. Tt will be far more difficult to contract, 
than to enlarge. I muſt therefore acknowledge my- 
ſelf obliged to your Candour, for aſſigning me the 
cafier Taſk, — That Prolixity, which, in othprs, 


might be ungenteel and faulty; is, in me, an act 


of Complaiſance, and an Inſtance of Duty. 
Though abſent from You, I went with You in 


your late Ramble, Your deſcriptive Pen has made 


me Partaker of the ideal Delight : may Divine Grace 
enable me to ſhare in the ſpiritual Improvement 
For indeed the Fields of Nature, and the Scenes of 
Creation; the wiſe Contrivance, and beneficial Or- 
der of the Univerſe; yield ample Matter for reli- 
gious Improvement. They tell Us a thouſand and a 
thouſand animated, affecting, noble Things, con- 
cerning the bleſſed GOD, and his glorious Perfec- 
tions. Yet they cannot tell Us the 20519 Things. 
They cannot give Us the grandeſt View of the di- 
vine MAJESTY, nor preſent Us with the bright- 
eſt Diſplay of his Excellencies. Here the whole 

| NA Creation 
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Creation faulters, or rather confeſſes its Impoten- 
cy. The Depth ſaith, It is not in me; and the Sea ſaith, 
It is not with me, It is not to be found on the Globe 
of the Earth, nor to be traced in the Circuit of 
the Skies. When You diſplayed the Beauties of 
the Morn,. breaking forth from the Obſcurity of 
Night; when You adopted that fine ſpirited Aſpira- 
tion from our philoſophic Poet; I could not forbear 
adding — Thus may the gracious GOD, who 
&« commandeth the Light to ſhine out of the Mid- 
« night Darkneſs, ſhine into our Hearts; and give 
ce that incomparabiy glorious Knowledge, the Know- 
„ ledge of his bleſſed SELF! which, though diſ- 
« cernable through all the Tracts of Creation, and 
et derivable from every Work of his Almighty Hand; 
« yet no where beams forth with ſuch complete and 
„ ſuch amiable Luſtre, as in the Perſon of FESUS 
« CHRIST*,” — Here we behold all the ſublime 
Perfections of the DEI V, not only manifeſted 
with 1 2 Splendour, but operating for our 
own Advantage. We behold them, as Job ſpeaks, 
far Ir eurſelves +; and. cannot but receive inexpreſſible 
Refreſhment and Joy from the View. 

When You walked beneath the Shade of thoſe 
huge, horrid, and enormous Cliffs; both amuſed 
and alarmed at their ſtupendous Magnitude, and 
frightful Irregularity — When You caſt your Lye 
upon the ſmooth floating Expanſe, which ſpread 
itſelf with boundleſs and amazing Magnitude be- 
w- When You ſurveyed the unmeaſurable Arches 


of the Sky, bending to their mighty Baſe all around, 


and raiſed to inconceivable Heights above—When 


You meditated, in that awful Solitude, on the wild- 


eſt 


2 Cor. iv. 6. 1 Job xix. 27. 
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eſt and moſt magnificent Appearances of Nature 
I felt the ſame Kind of "devout Aſtoniſhment with 
yourſelf. While the Soul was wrapt in penſrve Stil- 
neſs, and pleaſing Dread *, methought, I heard a 
Voice, or ſomething like a Voice, from the filent 
Spheres, | as well as from the ſounding Seas. It 
ſeemed to echo back, what the Angel, whom Jobn 
ſaw flying in the midſt of Heaven, once proclaim- 
ed; © Worſhip HIM, who made Heaven and Earth, 
« and the Sea, and the Fountains of Water f. Wor- 
« ſhip Him, who ſtretched out that azure Pavilion 
« with ſuch ſurpaſſing Grandeur: who meaſured 
« yonder World of Waters, in the Hollow of his 
« Hand]; and before whom, this immenſe Range of 
« mountainous Cliffs, is but as Duſt upon his 

“ Scale.“ | 
When you deſcribed the diſmal Situation of a 
Wretch, expoſed on the Edges of the tremendous 
Precipice ; hanging over the ragged Rocks, and the 
unfathomable Gulf; and cleaving only to a ſlender, 
treacherous, breaking Bough ; how heartily did I 
join in your adoring Acknowledgments to that kind, 
interpoſing, bleſſed Hand, which reſcued us from 
an infinitely more threatening and dreadful Danger! 
Reſcued: us, as Slaves, from the Dominion of the 
Devil: ſnatched us, as Brands, from the inextin- 
guiſhable Burnings. And bid Us (O marvelous, 
ſuperabundant 


* Tt ſeems to have been ſuch a Kind, not of anxiaus 
but of z/ea/ing Dread, which ſeized the Diſciples on the 
Mount of I'ransfiguration: noay vg exPoGo, for they were 
ſtrock with a profound, but delightful Awe. Delightful, 
otherwiſe it is not eaſy to conceive, why Peter ſhould pro- 
poſe to build T abernacles there, or how He could wiſh to 
continue in thoſe Circumſtances, Mark ix. 6. 


+ Rev, xiv. 7. 
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ſuperabundant Goodneſs!) bid Us poſſeſs the Li- 
Serty of Righteouſneſs ; bid Us inherit the Kingdom 
of Heaven. f 

When Lou mention the paſt Indolence, and the 
preſent Fervour of your Prayers, I could not forbear 
reiterating my Praiſes to GOD on your Behalf, 

This is a Proof, my dear Theron, that your Feet are 

an the Way everlaſting. For it is written, They ſhall 

. ſome with weeping, and with Supplications will I lead 
 #bem*, This is the Work of the HOLY GHOST, 
moving and influencing your Heart. For what 
daith the Scripture? I will pour upon them the Spirit 
of Grace and of Supplication f. And our LORD 
Himſelf mentions this, as the Indication of a hope- 
ful Condition; Behold he prayeth $.—Had not 

Saul prayed before! Yes, and made long Prayers 

too. But he never, till that Inſtant, was ſenſible 
of his undone and damnable Condition, Never 
cried to GOD from the Depths of his Diſtreſs, 
or from the Depths of his Heart. Nor ever ſoli- 
, -cnted the Throne of Grace, in the all prevailing 
Name of FESUS CHRIST.—His Prayers, till 
then, were ſomewhat like the tes, which fluc- 
tuate in the Air, without any vigorous Impulſe, ar 
any certain Aim. But, in that Hour, they were 
nike the Arrow, which ſprings from the trained 
Bow; and, quick as Lightning, flies to the Mark. 

I was pleaſed to find You, in the Proceſs of your 
Letter, inſenſibly forgetting the Narrative; and fo 
engaged by the Subject, that you ſpoke not as the 
Relater, but as the Beholder.— Thus may We always 
be affected, when We ſtudy the Oracles of Truth. 
- Study them, not as cold unconcerned Critics, who 

are 


® Jer. xxxi. 9. + Zech. xli. 10. f Adds ix. 11, 
\ | 
) 


* 
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are only to judge of their Meaning ; but as Perſons 
deeply interefied in all they contain. Who are par- 
ticularly addreſſed in every Exhortation, and directed 
by every Precept. Whoſe are the Promiſes, and to 
whom belong the precious Privileges. When We 
are enabled thus to realize and appropriate the Con- 
tents of that invaluable Book ; then we ſhall taſte the 
Saweetneſs, and fee] the Power of the Scriptures. 
Then We ſhall know, by happy Experience, that 
our Divine MAS T E R's Words, are not barely 
Sounds and Syllables, but they are Spirit, and they 
are Life *. | 
I was ftill more agreeably entertained, with your 
Picture of Commerce; and your Diſplay of the Ad- 
vantages, which We receive from Navigation. One 
Advantage, however, I can ſpecify, which is great- 
er than any, greater than all, Vou have celebrated. 
An Advantage, which will endear and ennoble 
Navigation, ſo long as the Sun and Moon endure. 
The Goſpel, my Friend, the Goſpel of our Sal- 
vation, was conveyed through this Channel. With- 
out ſuch a Vehicle, how could that ineſtimable 
Commodity have reached our Ifland ? The Volume 
that comprizes it, and the Preacher that publiſhed 
it, both were imported, both brought to Us by 
Shipping, And may We not ſay, with the inrap- 
tured Iſaiah ? How beautiful are the Feet of them, that 
bring good Tidings; that publiſh Peace ; that bring 
good Tidings of Good ; that publiſh Salvation; that ſay 
unto Zion, Thy GOD reigneth +. It is pleaſant to 
hear 

| < * John vi. 63. 
+ Lai. Iii. 7. Never did Language beſpeak an i» 
raptured Soul, more ſignificantly than this ſacred Excla- 


mation. The Prophet is all Wonder and all Joy. He 
I * is 
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hear their Voice; pleaſant to contemplate their 
Meſſage; and pleaſant even to behold, the Ground 
on which they trod, or the very Waves over which 
they ſailed.— This made the holy Prophet rejoice in 
Spirit, when he forefaw the extenſive Spread of his 
MASTER's Glory, and the certain Commence- 
ment of aur Happineſs, This put into his Mouth 

| that affectionate and congratulatory Addreſs; which, 
in a very particular Manner, is directed to Us and 
our Countrymen : Sing unto the LORD a new 

| Song, and bis Praiſe from the Ends of the Earth : ye 
that go down to the Sea, and all that is therein; ye 
Mes and the Inhabitants thereof. Let the Wilderneſs 
and | the Cities thereof lift up their Voice; let the In- 
babuants of the Rock ſing, let them ſhout from the Top 
of the Mountains. Let them give Glory unto the LORD; 
and declare his Praiſe in the Iſlands *. x 

| | „ We 


is ſo enamoured with his Subjeft, and fo captiv 
the Glory of the Gaſpel, that He can 3 
of its Excellencies.— Good Tidings ; the very beſt that 
Earth covld receive, or Heaven proclaim. Good Tidings 
of Good; a moſt comprehenſive Good; a Collection of 
every Bleſſing; or all good Things in one. Publ;/þ 
Peace; Peace with GOD, the [everlaſting King; and 
that ſweet Peace of Conſcience, which the whole World 
cannot give. Publiſh Salvation; or that Gift of Righte- 
ouſneſs which is the meritorious Cauſe, together with 
that Spirit of Liberty and Spirit of Adoption, which 
are the rich and grand Conſtituents of Salvation : That 
fay unto Zion, Thy GOD reigneth; not Sin and Satan 
= Laft and Appetite, oppreſſive Tyrants and worſe 
Egyptian Taſk-Maſters ; but the All-wiſe and in- 
finitely Gracious JEHOVAH. He, even He ſet- 
wh up — pure, his peaceful, his pre Kingdom, 
— 8 iever's Heart, in the Genfi Nations, and in 


* - Hat. xiii. 10, 11, 12. 
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We read, in Ezekiel, of the maſt magnificent Fleet, 
that ever ploughed the Seas. The Ship-Boards 
were of the Fir-Trees of Senir, and the Maſts of 
the Cedars * of Lebanon. Oars were hewed from 
the Oaks of Baſban, and Benches of Ivory were 
brought from the Iles of Chittim. The fine Linen 
and broidered Work of Egypt, floated to the Wind 
and formed the Sails. While Blue and Purple 
from the Iſles of ' Elihah, compoſed the Rigging, 
and cloathed the Mariners.—Let Us ſuppoſe, that 
the Freight of this ſplendid Navy, was proportion- 
ed, in Dignity and Value, to its ſumptuous Tack- 
ling. Yet how poor, how deſpicable were either, 
were both, if eſtimated with the Treaſures 'of the 
Goſpel : thoſe divine Treaſures, which ſpring from 


the Imputation of our REDEEMER's Righte- 
ouſneſs! And which have much the ſame kindly | 


Influence on religious Practice, as Navigation, with 


all her Improvements, has upon Traffic. Give 


me leave to confirm this Aſſertion, by ſelecting a 
few Inſtances, and applying them in a few Igter- 
rogatories. ; 


One of the Benefits, proceeding from the Impu- 


tation of CHRIST's Righteouſneſs, is Pardon. 


Pardon, not partial, but complete. A Pardon of 
each Sin, be it ever ſo heinous; a Pardon of all Sins, 
be they ever fo numerous. For thus faith GOD the 
LORD, who ſent both his Prophets and Apoſtles, 
preaching Peace by FESUS CHRIST. I will 
pardon ALL their Iniquities, whereby they have ſinned, 


and whereby they have tranſoreſſed againſt me 4q=To 
learn the deſirable Nature of this Bleſſing, let Us 


ſtep 


* Ezek. xxvii. 5, G. + Jer, xxxiii, 8. 
) 
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| ſtep back into the Annals of Hiſtory, and attend a 
traitorous unhappy Nobleman to his vindi#ive Exit. 
His Body is. demanded by the Minifters of Juſtice. 
Reluctant and trembling, He is conducted to the 
Scaffold. There, the alarmed Criminal ſees the 
mourning Block. Sees the glittering Ax. Sees the 
Coffin prepared for his Corps, Sees thouſands of 
anxious Spectators ; waiting, with eager Looks and 
throbbing Hearts, the fearful Cataſtrophe. In a 
Word ; he ſees Death advancing, with all the So- 
lemaities of Horror and Moe. Time elapſes. The 
preparatory Ceremonies. are diſpatched, The fatal 
Period is arrived. No longer Reſpite can be al. 
lowed. He muſt ſubmit to immediate Execution, 
He proſtrates himſelf to receive the Stroke. But— 
ſeized with new Terrors, at the poiſed Ax, and ap- 
proaching Blow, He ftarts from the dangerous Poſ- 
ture, —Again he bends, and again ſnatches his Neck 
from the impending Edge, A third Time, He lifts 
his pale Countenance, to the pitying Crowds, and 
departing Light,—Once more He bows to the 
Block, and once more raiſes his Head, in ww: bful 
Expettation of the Royal Clemency.,—At this eriti- 
cal Inſtant; at this Moment of awful Suſpence ; 
had a Meſſenger appeared, with a Shout of Joy 
upon his Tongue, and a ſealed Pardon in his Hand; 


O! how tranſporting the News ! welcome, inex- 


preſſibly welcome the Favour !—What was denied to 
bis paſſionate Deſires; denied to the importunate 
Solicitations of his Friends; is freely offered to Us 
in the Goſpel of CHRIST: a Pardon of in- 
finitely higher Conſequence; which obliterates 
Millions and Millions of rebellious Acts: which 


extends its bleſſed Effects, not merely through the 
little 


LET: 
little 
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little Span of Life, but beyond the Gates of the 
Grave—beyond the Boundaries of Time—through 
all the Ages of Eternity. 

How unfathomable is that immenſe Flood, on 
which my Theron lately exerciſed his Contemplation! 
The toiling Plummets, with all their Length of 
Cordage, are unable to find a Bottom. Were the 
hugeſt Millſtones, or the higheſt Towers, or the 
moſt ſpacious Cities, caſt into that prodigious Gulf, 
they would be totally overwhelmed, and irrecovera- 
bly loſt. Therefore the inſpired Prophet, to ſhew 
the boundleſs Extent of the divine Mercies in FESUS 
CHRIST, and to denote tne Fulneſs of their Par- 
don who are cleanſed in the REDEEMER's 
Blood, hath illuſtrated both by this grand Similitude, 
Thou wilt caſt all their Sins into the Depths of the Sea * 
not one, or a few, but all their Sins—not barely 
behind thy Back, but into the Sza—and not into the 
ſhallow Parts, but into the very Depths of the Ocean 
—ſo that they ſhall never riſe up in Judgment; never 
be taken notice of; no, nor ever be remembered 


any more, 


With an Act of total Indemnity, let Us join a 


thorough Reftoration to Favour. —If the Wrath of an 
earthly King be as the Roaring of a Lion t; how much 
more tremendous is His Indignation, who is able to 
caſt both Body and Soul into Hell ! If the Favour of 
an earthly Sovereign be as Dew upon the Graſs ; how 
much more deſirable and delightful HIS Loving- 
kindneſs, whom all Things in Heaven and Earth 
obey - By the Righteouſneſs of FESUS CHRIST, 
we are freed from all foreboding Apprehenſions of 
the former, and eſtabliſhed in the comfortable Poſ- 

ſeſſion 


Mic. vii. 19. Prov. xix. 12. 


2 


* - — — — 2 — — — — 
* & » 8 . . — — > — — 3 — 
r 33 2: "= - — — — —— — — 2 Py — — * — 
22 - — * * = * 7 
2 E P —_— 
. — * = p 2 « 3 = 
7 * x > * — — — pe 2 — 5 — 
" "= N * 7 — q N * = J 7 2 Ys 1 : _ 
- — _ — - CSR = - Wy * 
* 


—— aa « 


A 


— 2 


2 - * * 
— ——— on Ag —˙⁰ wm — 
* 
_ - 


— 
de ade. - — — 
— 222 — _ — 


— - — LI 


= 
— = * 


208 ASPASIO TO THERON, LET. 10. 


feſon of the latter. The Goſpel-renews and ratifies 


that joyful Proclamation of the angelic Hoſt, Peace 


en Earth, and Good-will to Men . GOD is not 
only pacified towards Believers, but well-pleaſed 
with them in his dear SON. - Fell pleaſed, ſays 
the Prophet, for his Righteouſneſs ſake. Beheld in 
this ſpotleſs Robe, they are the Objects of his com- 
placential Delight, and He rejoices . over them to 
do them Good. 

Nay, they are made Children, Sons and Haden, 
of the LORD Almighty +. And if Sons, then Heirs 
Heirs of G OD, and joint Heirs with CHRISTA. 
A. many as received Him, to juſtify them by his 
precious Blood and imputed Righteouſneſs; to them 
gave He Power, the Prerogative or Privilege, ts be- 
come the Sons of GOD f. As verily and truly the 
Sons of GOD, as ever. they were the Children of 
their natural Parents. The Chief Captain men- 
tioned in the Ai, purchaſed his Freedom of the 
Imperial City Rome, with a great Sum of Money §. 
If ſuch a little tranſient Immunity, was ſo valuable 
in his Eſteem; who can expreſs the Worth, who 
can conceive the Dignity,” of this divine Adoption ? 
Yet it belongs to Thoſe, who. receive the Goſpel, 
and are intereſted in CHRIST.—They have 
Acceſs to the Omnipotent BEING; ſuch free 
and welcome Acceſs, as a beloved Child to an in- 
dulgent Father. . To Him they may fly for Aid, in 
every Difficulty; and from Him obtain a Supply, 
in all their Wants. 

GOD, as the ſacred Charter runs, 1s THEIR 
GOD. All his lovely, all his adorable Perfec- 


tions, 


* Luke ii. 14. + 2 Cor, vi. 18. f Rom, viii. 17. 
John i. 12. 9 Acts xxii. 28, 
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tions, are their glorious Inheritance, and their ex- 
ceeding great Reward. "That eternal Power, to 
which nothing is impoſſible, exerts itſelf as their 
Guard; and that unerring Wiſdom, from which 
nothing 1 is concealed, acts as their Guide, His very 
Juſtice is no longer an incenſed Adverſary, demand- 
ing Vengeance or meditating Deſtruction ; but a 
faithful Guarantee, to provide for the punctual Ex- 
ecution of the REDEEMER's Treaty, and for 
their complete Enjoyment of its various Bleſſings. 
— What a Privilege is this! Rather what a Clufter 
of Privileges is Here! Weigh the Kingdoms of the 
World ; caſt all the Glories of them into the Scale; 
and they will be found, when compared with theſe. 
divine Prerogatives, | emptier than the Bubble that 
burſts, lighter than the Spark that expires, 

In the Goſpel, which is the Miniſtration of 
Righteouſneſs, are given exceeding great and pre- 
cious Promiſes. Of ſuch Value, that they were 
procured by the Blood of CHRIST; of ſuch 
Certainty, that they are ratified by the Oath * of 
JEHOVAH., S0 durable, that, though all Fleſh 
is Graſs, and all the Goodlineſs thereof as the Flow- 
er of the Graſs, this Word of our GOD abideth 
for ever + ; ſo efficacious, that there are no ſuch Cor- 
dials to revive our fainting, and no ſuch Bulwarks 
to ſecure our indangered Souls. With theſe the 
Bible is as richly repleniſhed, as the clear, midnight 
Sky is beſpangled with Stars. * They are all Yea and 
Amen, conſigned over as a ſure unalienable Portion, 
to them that are in FESUS CHRIST. 

Another Benefit, given in conſequence of the 
REDEEMER's Righteouſneſs, is the ſan&ifying 

Vol. III. VE: SPIRIT. 


* Heb, vi. 17. 1 1 Pet. i. 23. t 2 Cor. i. 20. 
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SPIRIT. A moſt comprehenſive Bleſſing this ! 
Our SAVIOUR intimates, that it includes every hea- 
venly Gift, is an Aſſemblage of all good Things *. 


Alt muſt, doubtleſs, be a fingular Comfort to blind 


Bartimeus, when his Eyes were opened, and He 
beheld the all-chearing Light of the Sun + ! So, 
and far more comfortable, are the inlightening In- 
fluences of the SPIRIT; when they ſhine upon 
Us wretched Creatures, who fit in Darknefs and the 
Shadow of Death. When they reveal an all-ſuffi- 
cient SAVIOUR, dying for our Sins, and riſing 
again for or Juſtification, Who can imagine the 
Satisfaction and the Tranſport of the Leper, when 
He felt Himſelf healed of his inveterate Diſeaſe? 
Felt the ſoothing Senſations of Eaſe, where Sores 
rankled and Pain raged ! Inſtead of infeebling Lan- 
guors and loathſome Deformity, Vigour braces his 
Limbs, and Comelineſs blooms in his Counte- 
nance f. Equally benign and equally ſalubrious, is 
the regenerating Agency of the Divine SPIRIT), 
on our depraved, polluted, ſenſual Minds, — How 
ſignal was the Recovery, and how welcome the 
Change ! When that unhappy Creature, ſo wildly 
agitated by a miſchievous Demon, was reinſtated in 
the peaceful Poſſeſſion of Himſelf and his Faculties! 
When, inſtead of unnaturally cutting his own Fleſh, 
or committing barbarous Outrages on innocent 
Travelers, He ſat compoſed and attentive. at the 
Feet of FESUS|| / Receiving heavenly Inſtruc- 
tion from his Lips, and learning the Meekneſs of 


Wiſdom from his Example. So falutary and bene- 


ficial is the * Power of the HOLY 
GHOST 


Compare Matt. vii. 1t. with Luke xi. 13. + Mark 
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GHOST the Comforter; ſoftening the rugged, 
ſweetening the moroſe, and calming the paſſionate 
Temper, — It is undoubtedly the utmoſt Im- 
provement and the higheſt Happineſs of our Na- 
ture, to have the Image of the bleſſed GOD re- 
inſtamped on our Hearts, This is an Earneſt, 
and an Anticipation alſo, of endleſs Felicity. A 
Bud which will open in Heaven, and ſpread into 
immortal Glory. A Dawn, which will ſhine more 
and more, till the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſes and 
brightens it into everlaſting Day. This Bud the 
ſanctifying SPIRIT ingrafts, this Dawn the 
Grace of our LORD JESUS CHRIST dif- 
fuſes, in the barren and benighted Soul, 

In a Word: receive this Righteouſneſs, and You 
have a Title to all Bleſſings, whether they be preſent 
or future, bodily or ſpiritual, temporal or eternal, 
From the neceſſary Conveniencies of Bread to eat, and 
Raiment to put on; even to the Crown of Glory, 
and the Fulneſs of Joy. All are dependent on, all 
are connected with, our REDEEMER's Righteouſ- 
neſs *,.You ſee now, Theron, That our Scheme, has 
no Tendency to impoveriſh your ſpiritual Condi- 
tion, or diminiſh your true Riches : any more than 
thoſe Tracts ok, Water, which ſurround our Iſland, 
are detrimental to the Wealth of its Inhabitants. 
Drtrimental! No; they are an inexhauſtible Source 

| O 2 of 


* This Righteouſneſs is ſtyled, in the ſacred Lan- 


guage, Righteouſneſſes. Vitringa, aſſigning the Reaſon of 
this peculiar Phraſeology, ſays; Dicitur autem Vati noftro 
hee Tuftitia par, terminatione plurali—tum ob Excellen- 
tiam eGus—tum ob Amplitudinem qua omnibus Peccatoribus 
credentibus ad Salutem ſufficiat—tum ob Efecta, quatenus 
complectitur omnia jura Filiorum DEI. ViTkriNnG. 
in Jeſai xlv. 24. 
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of Treaſure, : They convey to our Ufe the choiceſt 
Accommodations, and the moſt elegant Delights. 
Such as would in vain be expected, if the whole 
Ocean was converted into the fineſt Meads, and 
moſt fertile Paſtures. So- but to apply this Com- 
pariſon, would foreſtal your principal Queſtion. 

« Do not theſe Favours, though unſpeakably 
& precious in themſelves, tend to the Introduction 
« or Support of Ungodlineſs ? —Quite the Re- 
verſe. Have We Redemption through our SA VI. 
OQUR's Blood, even the Forgiveneſs of our Sins? 
We are redeemed, not that We may fink in Su- 
pineneſs, or launch into Licentiouſneſs, but that 


We may be a peculiar People, zealous of good 


Works *. - Are We made the Children of GOD? 


Then let our Light fo ſhine before Men, that others 


ſeeing our good Works, may glorify our FA- 
THER which is in Heaven . This is the 
genuine Conſequence of ſuch a Doctrine, and the 
proper Effect of fuch a Benefit. —Are We veſted 
with ſacred Privileges ! Theſe admoniſh Us, theſe 
urge Us, and theſe diſpoſe Us, to walk worthy of 
HIM, - who hath called Us to his Kingdom and 
Glory 1. Shall not the Citizens of Heaven be ani- 
mated with higher Views, than the Slaves of Ap- 


petite, and Drudges of the World ?—Are We con- 


ſtituted Heirs of the Promiſes ? The Grace which. 
they aſcertain, is intended to make Us Partakers 
of a Divine Nature ||; and the Encouragement 
which they adminiſter, incites Us to cleanſe Our- 
ſelves from all Filthinefs of Fleſh and Spirit, in- 
Eites Us to petfect Holineſs in the Fear of GODS, 


Such 


. t 1 Theſſ. ii. 12, 


#} 2 Pet. i. 4. 


+ Matt. v. 16. 
$ 2 Cor. vii. 1. 
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— Such high Immunities are a moſt endearing 
Perſuaſive, not to diſgrace, but magnify, not to 
provoke, but pleaſe, their unſpeakably beneficent 
AUTHOR. 

I might farther obſerve, that Holineſs is one of the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed Bleſſings in our Syſtem, Nay, 
is the very central Bleſſing, to which all the others 


verge; in which they all termmate.-Were We 


choſen from Eternity? It was for this Purpoſe, that 
We may be holy and unblameable in Love *.—Are 
We called in Time? It is to this Intent, that We may 
ſhew forth the Praiſes of Him, who hath called Us 
out of Darkneſs into his marvelous Light +.—Are 
We created again in CHRIST JESUS? ltis to 
capacitate Us for acceptable Service, and to furniſh | 
Us unto every good Work T. I will put my Spirit 
within You, faith the LORD. For what End? 
That Ye may walk in my Statutes, and keep my Fudg- 
ments, and do them |, Here comes in my 'Theron's 
Favourite, fincere Obedience, And GOD for- 
bid, that We ſhould hold the Door, or ſhut our 
Arms, againſt ſo acceptable a Gueſt |--For, very 
far from diſcarding ſincere Obedience, We would 
only introduce it, under its due Character, and in 
its proper Order. Under its due Character, as the 
Fruit, not the Cauſe of our Intereſt in CHRIST's 
Righteouſneſs. In its proper Order; as following, 
not preceding, the Gift of Juſtification, 

Theſe Privileges, my dear Friend, are ſalutary, 
as the Pool of Betheſda d. They are reſtorative, as 
the Waters of Silaam +, Or like that ſacred Stream 
flowing from the Sanctuary; which healed the Ri- 

, O 3 | vers, 


* Eph.1.4 + 1 Pet. ii. 9. © Eph. ii. 10. 
| Ezek. xxxvi. 27. \{ John v. 4. + John ix. 7. 
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vers, healed the Sea, and made even the Defart 


7 
flouriſh *. If Juſtification by the Righteouſneſs of ( 
CHRIST had a Tendency, to ſubvert the Foun- 
dation of Holineſs; to confirm the hypocritical : I 
Profeſſor, in his Negle& of moral Duties ; or diſ- | « 
courage the ſincere Convert from the Purſuit of | n 
real Virtue; it would, doubtleſs, be unworthy of | / 
any Acceptation, or rather worthy of univerſal Ab- i I; 
horrence. But I dare appeal, not only to the Na- 0 
ture of the Doctrine, and the Reaſon of Things, 
but to the Experience of All; yes, of all who have $ 


taſted, that the LORD is gracious $,—< Speak, 
« Ye who are enabled to believe, that GOD is 
5 reconciled; has received the all-fatisfying A- 


2 
22 


p 
C tonement; and placed his S ON's Righteouſ- b 
« neſs to your Account! That He regards You th 
&« as his Children, and will receive You to his al 
« Glory! — Have You not, under ſuch Convic- D 
« tions, felt your Hearts exulting with conſcious V 
Joy; and every Power of your Souls ſpringing al 
« forward, to glorify your heavenly FATHER be 
c .—plority Him by every Inſtance of Obedience, fu 
« Fidelity and Zeal ?” | 
Can ſuch invaluable Benefits have a prejudicial ar 
Influence on our Practice, if, ta the Conſideration of lo 


their ſuperlative Worth, We add that unequalled 1 R 
Price, by which they were purchaſed ?!=HE who = 

is high above all Height, humbled Himſelf to be 
made of a Woman, and born in a Stable; that 


\F We might be admitted into the Family of GOD, pe 
4 : and exalted to the Manſions of Heaven. And will 4 led 
1; this great Humiliation, which is the Baſis of our 8 th 
| Happineſs, prompt Us to look down with Con- ; _ 
tempt | : bu 

# 
* Ezek. xlvii. 8, 9. + 1 Pet. ii. 3. } « 
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tempt on Others, or entertain arrogant Thoughts of 
Ourſelves ? 

The ONLY BEGOTTEN and the ſupreme 
Delight of the FATHER, was numbered with 
Tranſgreſſors, and ranked with Felons; that We 
might be joined to the innumerable Company of 
Angels, and aſſociated with Saints in Glory ever- 
laſting. And will any One make this a Precedent 
or a Plea, for walking in the Counſel of the Ungodly ; 
for flanding in the Way of Sinners; or fitting in the 
Seat of the Scornful* ? a 

All Manner of Evil was ſpoken of the faultleſs 
JESUS; his bleſſed Name was vilified by blaſ- 
pheming Tongues, and his unblameable Conduct 
blackened with the fouleſt Aſperſions; on purpoſe 
that We may be applauded, When We are judged, 
and each hear thoſe tranſporting Words, WELL 
DONE THOU GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERYANT A! 
Will this embolden Us to diſbonour our LORD, 
and ain our holy Profeſſion? Shall We from hence 
be induced to open the Mouths of his Enemies, and. 
furniſh them with Occaſion to ſpeak reproachfully ? 

HE went, galled with the Laſhes of the Scourge, 
and penetrated with the pungent Thorns; He went, 
loaded with the execrable Croſs , and marking the 
Road with his precious Blood; thus the King of 

O4 Heaven 


oP EY» + Matt. xxv. 21. 


t John xix. 17. Should it be objected, that they com- 

lled Simon the Cyrenian to bear his Croſs, I acknow- 
ledge it. But this; I apprehend, was not done, till 
they perceived our LORD ready to faint under the 
Load. Nor did his cruel Enemies even then diſburden 
Him, becauſe they pitied, or purpoſed to relieve Him ; 
but only to reſerve Him for greater Ignominy and 
ſeverer Torment. | 


\ 
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Heaven went—to' his Throne? No, but to his Ig- 
nominious and tormenting Exit: that We may 
enter into the celeſtial Sion, with Songs of Tri- 
umph on our Lips, and with everlaſting Joy on our 
Heads. Does this invite Us to go, crowned with 
Roſe-buds, to the Houſe of Riot; or go, muffled in 
Diſguiſe, to the Midnight-Revel? Will it not rather 
incline Us, to fit down at his pierced Feet, and 
bathe them with our Tears, and take Delight“ in 
mourning for our crucified LORD? - | 

| Behold! He hangs on the curſed Tree. There, 
there He hangs; rent with Wounds, and racked 
with Pain. He pours his Groans, and ſpills his 


Blood. He bows his Head, his patient princely 


Head, and dies—aſtoniſhing, tranſporting Conſide- 
ration]! He dies for You! He dies for Me /—And 
will this. harden our Hearts, will this arm our 
Hands, to crucify Him afreſh by any allowed Ini- 
quity ? Does not Reaſon ſuggeſt, and Chriſtianity 


dictate, and all that is ingenuous enforce, the 


Apoſtle's Inference? I One died for All, then they 
which live, ſhould not henceforth live unto themſelves, 
but unto Him which died for them +. 

He thought upon Us, long before the Foundations 


of the World were laid; He remembers Us, now 
he 


The Sorrow, ariſing from ſuch tender and grateful 
Views of the crucified 7 ESUS, is that evangelical godly 
Sorrow, which worketh Repentance unto Salvation not to be 
repented /, 2 Cor. vii. 10. And is there not Reaſon — 
when We conſider the Pains He felt, the Curſe He bore, 
and the Blood He ſhed—is there not abundant Reaſon 


to Tay, with Hauer; s afflicted Hero ? 


— — Tila 3 vον, 
| 5 Iliad. Y. 


+4 2 Cor. v. 15, 16. 
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he is exalted to the Right-hand of the MAJE STY 


in the Heavens; and will never, never forget Us, 
through all the Revolutions of Eternity, And is 
this a Motive to forget his Name; to diſregard his 
Word; or to imitate the ſhameful Neutrality and 
Indifference of Gallio? Impreſſed with a Senſe of 
this invariable and everlaſting Kindneſs, ſurely, 


We ſhall declare Ourſelves, as thoſe Captives in Ba- 


bylon, concerning their dear native City Jeruſalem : 
If I forget Thee, O bleſſed FESUS, let my Right- 
hand forget her Gunning ;, if I do not remember Thee, 
let my Tongue cleave to the Roof of my Mouth . 


mmm Remember Thee ! 
ty, my dear LOR DO, while Memory holds a Seat 
In this devoted Breaſt— Remember Thee ! 
Yes, from the Table of my Memory 
Fl wipe away all trivial fond Records, 
| Which Youth and Obſervation copied there, 
And thy Remembrance all alone ſhall live 
Within the Book and Volume of my Brain +. 


Is it poſſible, Theron, for the Contemplation of 
ſuch Goodneſs, to weaken the Motives, or relax the 
Springs of Obedience? As ſoon may lenient Balm 
kill, and rankeſt Poiſons cure? Is ſuch a Belief 
calculated to diſcourage Duty, and patronize Licen- 
tiouſneſs? Juſt as much, as vernal Showers are 
fitted to cleave the Earth with Chinks, or Summer 
Suns to glaze the Waters with Ice. When Antony 
made an Oration to the Soldiers, on Occaſion of 
Czjar's Death ; when He ſhewed them their honour- 
ed Maſter's Robe, n with ſo many Dag- 

gers; 


* Pal, exxxvii. 5, 6. + SHAKESPEAR, 


/ 


OT, 


218 ASPASIO TO THERON, LET. 10. 


gers; when He reminded them of the Victories 
they had won, under their aſſaſſinated Commander; 
when He farther informed them, that their murder- 
ed General had remembered them in his Will 
had bequeathed all his fine Gardens, and beautiful 
Walks, to their Uſe and Delight ;—Heavens ! How 
they took Fire; Revenge ſparkled in their Eyes; 
Revenge flamed in their Boſoms; Revenge was all 
their Cry. They flew to the Houſes of their Con- 
ſpirators; laid them even with the Ground; and 


had they met with the Owners, would have tore 


them Limb from Limb.—Some ſuch Reſentment 


againſt Sin, will a Senſe of our adored RE-. 


DEEMER's Sufferings excite, Efpecially, when 
ſet home by his Bleſſed SPIRIT), and conſidered 
in Connection with thoſe deteſtable Iniquities, which 
cauſed them; and with thoſe invaluable Bleſſings, 


which were procured by them. — Nothing, nothing 


is ſo effectual, to beget the moſt irreconcileable Ab- 
horrence of all Ungodlineſs; to make the Remem- 
brance of it, bitter as Wormwood; the Tempta- 
tions to it, horrible as Hell. 


Let me remind You of an Incident, related by 
your favourite Hiſtorian Xenophon.—Cyrus bad taken 
captive the young Prince of Armenia, together with 
his beautiful and blooming Princeſs; whom He had 
lately married, and of whom He was paſſionately 
fond. When both were brought to the Tribunal, 
Cyrus aſked the Prince ; what He would give, to be 
reinſtated in his Kingdom? He anfwered, with an 
Air of Indifference; That, as for his Crown, and 
« his own Liberty, He valued them at a very low 
„ Rate. But, if Cyrus would reſtore his beloved 

3 4 | « Princeſs, 
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* Princeſs, to her native Dignity and hereditary Poſ- 
« ſeſſions, He ſhould infinitely rejoice; and would 
pay (this He uttered with Tenderneſs and Ardour) 
* would willingly pay his Life for the Purchaſe,” — 
Could ſuch a Declaration, ſo highly endearing, 
alienate the Affections of the Princeſs, or induce 
Her to violate her Fidelity? Let her own Conduct 
anſwer the Query. When all the Priſoners were 
diſmiſſed with Freedom, it is impoſſible to expreſs, 

how much they were charmed with their royal Bene- 
factor. Some celebrated his martial Accompliſh- 
ments. Some applauded his ſocial Virtues. All 
were prodigal of their Praiſes, and /av;h in grateful 
Acknowledgments. And You, faid the Prince, 
(addrefling himſelf to his Bride) what think You of 
Cyrus ?—1 did not obſerve Him, replied the Prin- 
_ cefs,—Not obſerve Him! Upon what then was 
your Attention fixed? Upon that dear anc generous 
Man, who declared, He would purchaſe my Li- 
de berty, at the *Expence of his very Life *.”— 
Was her Heart impreſſed, were all her Thoughts 
ingroſſed by that benevolent Oer? And ſhall ours be 
leſs affected with the incomparably more tender and 
endearing Love of CHRIST Hie was not only 
willing, but afually laid down his Life for Us; 
a Life immenſely precious, and of higher Digni- 
ty than all Heavens.—He laid down his Life, not 
for amiable Perſons, or worthy Creatures, but 
for vile Earth, and miſerable Sinners.—Purcha- 
ing thereby for Us and our Children, *rivileges 


of ineſtimable Worth, and of everlaſting Dura- 


tion. 


Will 


6 Eſw A xα, v Woyn; n WOE undi altea rains. 
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Will not ſuch Beneficence, ſo unmerited, ſo un- 
equaled, win * the moſt reluctant, and melt the moſt 
obdutate Heart? The Heart, which is not wrought 
upon by this Miracle of Divine Compaſſion, muſt 
be Steel, muſt be Adamant; quite impenetrable, 
and abſolutely incorrigible.—< O Thou ever Bleſſ- 
« ed, thou All-gracious REDEEMER, thy Love to 
* it wonderful; paſſing, I will, not ſay, the Love 
Wamer +, but the Power of Language, and the 
« Reach of Thought! Who can hold out againſt 
« ſuch charming AttraQtives? Who can reſiſt ſuch 
< heavenly. Goodneſs ?—Qunly let a Senſe of thy 
* Love be always warm, always operative on our 
* Minds. This ſhall be inſtead of a, thouſand Ar- 
e guments to engage, inſtead of ten thouſand Motives 
eto quicken our Obedience. Other Motives may 
produce las Redd ie or e mexx Per- 


| = form- 
7. 3 eficia, ſays one of the Nun gui invenit, Com- 
pedes invenit. © Which fine Sentiment may almoſt ſerve as 
2 Comment; on the beautiful and tender Declaration of 
G OD by his Prophet Hoſea; I drew them to Obedience 
eviih Cords of a Man, With Bands of Love. Chap. x1, 4. 
HE who made, and intimately knows our Frame, knew 
thattheſe Motives would be moſt powerful in Operation; 
moſt powerful on Creatures, capable of Love, and ſu ſeep. 
tible of Gratitude. Therefore He calls them, The Cords 
of a Man,—And if a Deliverance from temporal Bon- 
age; if the Settlement of {/rael in all the Plenty of Ca- 
naa, conſlituted ſo ſweer/an'Incitement to Duty ; doubt- 
leſs, the everlaſting Benehts'mentioned by Apaſo, toge- 
ther with all the endearing Circumfjances of their Pro- 
-- Eorement, mult be abundantly more engaging.— May the 
SPIRI I from on High rend the Ver of Ignorance and 
Inſenfibility ! Let into our Hearts the Knowledge and 
Faith of theſe great evangelical Truths! We ſhall then 
want no farther Demonſtration, either of the Propriety 
of the Remark, or the Efficacy of the 9 | 


0 


1 
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formances. Terrors may extort the Drudgery of 


the Hand. Bribes may purchaſe the Adulation of 


the Tongue. But this conciliates the Will; this 


proſelytes the Affections ; this captivates the very 


Soul; and makes all its Powers te the Chariats of 


Amminadab *, ready, expedite, and active in Duty. 
Hear the holy Apoſtle, giving an Account of Him- 


ſelf and his ſpiritual State. He ſpeaks in Language 


ſomewhat ſimilar, though greatly ſuperior, to the 
Profeſſion of the Armenian Princeſs. —* So great is 
* the Glory, ſo rich is the Grace, ſo ſuperabundant 
are the Merits of my REDEEMER, that I am 
determined to know nothing hut CHRIST FESUS 
* and Him trucified 4.” Alk the ſame zealous Apo- 
ſtle; hat prompted Him to ſuch indefatigable 


Diligence, and animated him with ſuch invincible 


Fortitude ? V did He decline no Toil, and dread. 
no Danger ; rejoice in Tribulation, and glory in 
Reproach ; welcome Perſecution, and defy Death ? 


. * Cant. vi. 12. + 1 Cor. ii. 2. g 


t That ſupreme, Affection to the bleſſed FESUS, 
which reigned in the Hearts of his primitive Diſciples, 


could never have been ſo emphatically diſplayed by any 
Strokes of Eloquence, as by their own chearful and he- 
roic Manner of expreſſing themſelves, with relation to 


their Sufferings.— Far from regretting, I tale pleaſure 


(ſays the A poſtle) ia Zfii&ions ; and embrace them, hen 
occurring in my Divine MASTER's Service, with a 
real Complacency, whxw; 2 Cor. xii. 10.—To you, adds 


the ſame Apoſtle, and ſpeaks in a congratulatory Strain, 


it is given (1xapot) as adefirable and diſtinguiſhed Pri- 
vilege, te / fer in behalf of CHRIST. Philip. i. 29.— 
St. Ludo, recording the abuſive and cruel Outrages, com- 
mitted on two Diſciples, for preaching: boldly gn the 
Name of FE SUS, uſes a Phraſe: remarkaþly gallant 


and ſpirited ; They departed from the Council rejoicing, i 


«&Ingiudroan alyacihay, that they were counted worthy to 


Safes 


— 
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This is his Reply; * The Love of CHRIST con- 


ec AHraineth * me; beareth me on, with much the 
« ſame ſtrong, Ready, prevailing Influence, which 
60 Winds and Tide exert, when they waft the Vel- 
« ſe] to its deſtined Harbour,” | | 

- Shall we hear what another Diſciple, one of the 
moſt advanced Proficients in Divine Love, fays upon 
the Subject? One who learned his Knowledge, not 
in the School of Philoſophy, but on his SAVIOUR's 

Boſom. This is the Love of GOD, that we walk af- 
ter his Commandments f. This is the natural Fruit, 
this the certain Evidence, of Love to that glorious, 
tranſcendent, and adorably merciful BEING. 

What? Not that We ſupinely neglect, much leſs 
that We profanely violate, his ſacred Precepts ; but 
that with Aſſiduity and Delight, We. make them 


the Rule of our Conduct. — Charity edifieth t. this 


Divine Love, far from razing the Foundations, far 
from demoliſhing the Structure, buildeth up || the 
fair Fabric of univerſal Godlineſs. 

Let me borrow an .llluſtrati6n from your own 
Letter. When a Pebble is caſt into the ſmooth 
Canal, it moves the Center, and forms a Circle. The 


firſt creates a ſecond : the ſecond breaks into a third: 


they 


Suffer Shame; had the Honour of being vilißed and re- 
proached, in a Cauſe ſo highly venerable.— This Paſſage 
is a fine Exemplification of the figure, which Rhetori- 
cians ſtyle Oxymorum. Horace's—Dulce Periculum—Splen- 
did? mendax—2u0 beatus Vulnere read flat, and look dim, 
upon the Compariſon. Adds v. 41. 


* Could You ſtation a Coward, in the Midſt of a nu- 
merous Army advancing to the Battle ; or rather, could 


| yy place a Boat on the impetuous Cataracts of the Nile; 


ou would ſee what is meant by the ſignificant Word, 
. 2 Cor. v. 14. 


T2 John Der. 6. . Cor. viii. 1. U Ono the 
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they continue to multiply and expand themſelves, 
till the whole Surface is covered with circular Un- 
dulations. Thus, the Love of an All-gracious 
REDEEMER ®, when /hed abroad in the Soul by the 
HOLY GHOST +, will diffuſe itſelf through every 
intellectual Faculty, and extend to every Species of 
Duty. Till the whole Heart is filled with the Image, 


and 


* I cannot but think, the Reaſoning is much more juſt, 
and the Principle much more efficacious, in 4/paſio's 
Manner of ſtating the Affair, than in the following fa- 
mous Lines: 


Self-lowe but ſerves the virtuous Mind to wake, 
As the ſmall Pebble ſtirs the peaceful Lake : 

T he Center nov'd, a Circle ftraight ſucceeds, 
Another flill, and flill another ſpreads. 

Friend, Parent, Neighbour, firſt it will embrace, 
His Country next, and next all human Race : 
Wide and more wide th' O'erflowings of the Mind 
Take every Creature in of every Kind, 


Self love too often acts on the Affections, as a Blaſt on 
the Leaves, /orivels and contracts them. But the Love of 
CHRIST, like a vernal Sun on the tender Buds, opens, 
and expands them; till they become wide, as the Extent 
of his gracious Redemption; wide as the Compaſs of his 
rational Creation. —By Self- love I am almoſt neceſſarily 
determined to malign the Perſons, who croſs my Incli- 
nations, and obſtruct my Intereſts. From the Love of 
CHRIST, I have a cogent Reaſon, and a moſt pre- 
vailing Inducement to love my very Enemies. —How 
does St. Peter analize this Subject? Not in Mr. Pope's, not 
in Lord Belingbroke's Method. Gedline/5, or a ſupreme 
Loye to GOD reconciled in CHRIS T, He repreſents 
as the Root or Trunk : then brotherly Kindneſs, or an af- 
fectionate Regard to Relations, Friends, Fellow-Chriſti- 
ans, as ſome of the grand and maſter Branches - after this 
Charity, or a diffuſive Good-will to all Mankind, ay 
the Spread of Boughs, which complete and adorn the 
Tree... 2 F. I. 7. 
1 Rom. v. 5. 


r os SOOT x 
— — — * -t CT - * * 1 5 = 
—_— : ma — — — x — 2 wW 
* 328 — 4 hy , 4 4 — * i. 


224 AsPAs IO TO THERON. LET. 10 


and the whole Behaviour regulated by the Law of 
the Bleſſed GOD.—So that I am perſuaded, there 
is a great deal of Truth and Solidity, as every One 
muſt acknowledge, there is a peculiar Spirit and 
Beauty, in the Apoſtrophe of our Poet; 

Talk they of Hrals ! O thou bleeding Love ! 

Thou Maker I new Morals 'th Mankind, 

The grand Morality is Love of THEE *, 

You mentioned the Loadſtone, as moſt ſignally and 
moſt extenſively ſerviceable in the ſea-faring Buſi- 
neſs. Such is Faith, ſo efficacious, in practical 
Chriſtianity, —T his, perhaps, you think a ſcanty 
and defective Principle. The Property of turning 
to the polar Star, and pointing out the northern 
Part of the World, may ſeem equally mean and in- 
conſiderable. But as the one is the very Soul of 
Navigation, the other .is the very Life of Holineſs. 
It is ſomewhat like the Stone, which the Baby- 
' danian Monarch ſaw in his Dream, cut from the Rock 
without Hands 1. Which, though deſpicable to hu- 
man Appearance, was mighty in Operation; de- 
ſtroyed the ſuperb Statue; became a great Moun- 
tain, and filled the whole Earth. Thus will Faith 
exert its kindly, yet triumphant Energy to every 
Corruption, that it may be ſubdued; to every Vir- 
tue, that it may be cheriſhed, 

Faith is a real Perſuaſion, founded on G O D's 
Word, and wrought by his SPIRIT, that the 
Bleſſed FESUS has ſhed his Blood for my Sins; 
has fulfilled all Righteouſneſs in my Stead; and ob- 
tained eternal Redemption _ me 1. 

When 


* Night-Thoughts, N* IV. + Dan. ii. 34. 
m This Definition of Fairh may poſſibly, at the firſt 
View, diſſatisfy and alarm even ſome pious ans” ; im- 
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When the ALMIGHTY ſunk the Cavities of 
the Ocean, and repleniſhed them with the liquid 
Element, He provided an inexhauſtible Source of 
. Moiſture, ſor the Refreſhment of every Animal, 
and the Nutriment of every Vegetable. In like 
manner, where-ever He works this truc Faith, He 
plants the Seed of univerſal Holineſs, and provides 
for the Propagation of every Virtue. This Perſua- 
ſion of the Divine Good-will, pacifies Conſcience, 
and fills the Soul with Admiration, Gratitude and 
Joy. This Diſcovery of our Pardon and perfect 
Reconciliation in the Blefled JESUS, overcomes 
our natural Enmity, and excites a fervent Deſire to 
pleaſe our moſt merciful FAT HE R. In ſhort; 
this Experience, and theſe Views, of the abundant 
Grace of GOD in CHRIST, attract and aflimi- * 
late the Soul; turning it (into his amiable Like- 
neſs *, „ as the Wax is wee to the imprinted 
« Seal.” —What will be the Language of ſuch a 
Perſon ? | 
« Did my exalted MASTER empty Himſelf 
ce and become poor, that his moſt unworthy Ser- 
te yant might be filled with all the Fulneſs of GOD+9® 
&« And ſhall not I chearfully deny myſelf the expen- 
« ſive Pleaſures of the World, that I may have 


VoI. III. P « ſome- 


plying, as they apprehend, too great a Degree of 4/- 
/urance. But if they pleaſe to take it in Connection, with 
the Explanation and Adjuſtment, delivered in the Six- 
teenth Dialogue, I hope, all Cauſe of Diſapprobation or 
Surpriſe will vaniſh. I flatter myſelf, that the Senti- 
ment will be found, not only comfortable for the Sinner, 
but agreeable to Scripture ; and truly nexceptionable, as 
well as highly A all. 


> To Bt. $6 + Epb. iii. 19, 
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« ſomewhat to beſtow on his needy Children ?— 


cc 


Has the Death of CHRIST, as a Puniſhment, 


“ ſatisfied the moſt rigorous Juſtice for my Sins? 


cc 
cc 
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As a Price, has it ranſomed me from the dreadful 
Damnation of Hell? As a Sacrifice, has it made 
my Peace with GOD Moſt High? Shall I not 
then, by theſe Mercies of my dying LORD, ſhall 


I not be induced to preſent all the Members of 7 


my Body, and all the Faculties of my Soul, as a 
living Sacrifice * to his Honour ?—Do I believe, 
that my SA VIOUR has not only redeemed me 
from the Curſe, but eſtabliſhed my Title to all 
the Bleſſings included in the Promiſes, and all the 
Felicity laid up in Heaven? And can I negle& to 
ſeek thoſe invaluable Bleſſings, or forbear to 
aſpire after this immenſe Felicity? Can I be fo 
ungrateful as to affront, ſo inſenſible as to forget, 
the ' infinitely beneficent AUTHOR of both? 
Am !] perſuaded, that the PRINCE of Peace 
is entered into Glory as my Forerunner +, and has 
prepared Manſions of Bliſs for my final Recep- 
tion? And ſhall I not follow Him thither, in.my 


Hopes and my Affections? Be as a Pilgrim be- 


low, and have my Converſation above ?—ls not 


this a moſt ſweet and effectual Method of gain- 


ing my Heart? If my Heart, then all my Powers, 
to his blefled Self, and ſacred Service?“ 


Such, my dear Theron, will be the Effecis of Faith. 


Therefore, it is not in vain, much leſs to the Diſ- 
couragement of real Virtue, that the Scripture lays 
ſuch a Streſs upon Faith: fo frequently urges the 
Importance and Neceſſity of Faith: repreſents Faith, 
as the principal Work of the Divine SPIRIT, and 


the 
* Rom, xii. 1. + Heh. vi. 20. 


. 
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the great Inſtrument of Salvation. Becauſe it is a 
ſure, a ſovereign Means of purifying the Heart *, 
and never fails to work by Love 4,—Was Faith, as 
ſome People are apt to imagine, like a Candle put 
under a Buſhel, or like the Lamps which burn in 
Sepulchres ; it would then be an inſignificant La- 
bour to inculcate it, and no better than an empty 
Flouriſh of Words, to celebrate it. But we are 
infallibly aſſured, that Faith is a vital, an operative 
a viclorious Principle. 

CHRIST is a Store-houſe of all Good, What- 
ever is neceſſary to remove our Guilt, whatever is 
expedient for renewing our Nature, whatever is 
proper to fit Us for the eternal Fruition of GOD, 
all this is laid up in CHRIST. And all this is 
received by Faith, for Application, Uſe, and Enjoy- 
ment.— Faith therefore is a living Principle of Ho- 
lineſs, becauſe it poſſeſſes CHRIST, and Life in 
Him. Even as it is a ſure Means of Juſtification 
becauſe it receives CHRIST, and Righteguſneſs 
in Him.—lIt is likewiſe as impoſſible, for the Sun to 


be in his meridian Sphere, and not to diffuſe Light; 


as for this Faith to be exerciſed on CHRIST, and 
not to purify the Conſcience and TOE the 
Temper. | 

When Zaccheus BELIEVED, He became © 'a new 
Man: his Bowels yearned with Compaſſion : the 
rapacious Publican was a Friend to the Needy, and 
a Father to the Poor f.-When the Macedonians 


BELIEVED, how eminently was their Spirit enno- 


bled, and their Practice improved! Though preſſed 
with Affliction, their Souls overflowed with Joy; 


and even in the deepeſt Poverty, they ſignalized 
os fthem- 


Adds xv. 9. + Gal. v. 6. f Luke xix. 8. 
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themſelves by the Abundance of their Liberality *. 
— When the t Converts, BELIEVED, the Change 


in their Behaviour was ſo remarkable, the Holineſs - 


of their Lives ſo exemplary: that they won the 
Favour, and commanded the Reſpect, of all the 
People +.—In ſhort ; when Faith takes place, and 
CHRIST is applied, the Wilderneſs buds, and the 
Deſart bloſſoms as a Roſe. The lame Man leaps like a 
Hart, and the Tongue of the Dumb ſings. Old 
Things are paſſed away, behold all Things are become 
new, | | 
That my dear Theron may be e/tabliſhed in Faith, 
may increaſe in Faith, may abound in Faith, is the 
moſt affectionate Wiſh, which Thought can ſug- 
geſt, or Friendſhip adopt. May his Faith there- 
fore be eſtabliſhed like the Mountain-Oaks ; in- 
creaſe like the progreſſive Stream; till it ſpreads 
and abounds like the all-overfloging Flood 4 

I intended to have cloſed my Letter, and con- 
firmed my Point, by a very memorable Story. But 
however your Patience may perſevere, my Time 
fails, and my Hand is weary, The next Poſt, if 
nothing unexpected intervenes, ſhall bring You the 
Sequel, 


* 2 Cor. viii. 2. Here is, eſpecially in the Original, as 
fine an Antithe/rs, perhaps, as ever was penned. Since 
the preceding Notes are ſo copious, I ſhall deny myſelf 
the Pleaſure of particularizing the Beauties of this Clauſe. 
J leave it to the Lover of ſacred Literature, to admire 
the Apoſtle's Expreſſion, to be charmed with the Spirit 
of the Macedonian Believers, and to derive from both, 
Edification mixed with Delight. 

+ Acts ii. 47. 

t Theſe Images We may venture to ſtyle beautiful, be- 
cauſe they are borrowed from the Apoſtle ; S:Caizuuwn 47 
T1 wg. Col. ii. 7. wpotomn T1; fes. Phil. i. 25. ur- 
aus 7 irie 2 Theſſ. i. Zo 
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Sequel. May it, when brought to my Friend, be 
as a Nail faſtened in a ſure Place, and give the Rivet 
of Conviction to all thefe important Truths In 
the mean Time, or rather at all Times, I remain 


Cordially and invariably Yours, 


ASPASIO. 


L.:i:E- Tr 
ASPASIO TO THERON. 


Dear T HERON, 
AITH in the Righteouſneſs * of FESUS CHRIST 


is a fundamental Principle, in that invaluable 
Syſtem of ſacred and divine Philoſophy— THE Gos- 
PEL. By which the Heavenly TEACHER is 
continually training up Millions of rational and 
immortal Creatures, for the true Perfection of their 
Nature; for the final Fruition- of their GOD; or, 
in other Words, for a State of conſummate Happi- 
neſs and everlaſting Glory.—In this School, may 
You and I be humble Students, and daily Proficients ! 
While Others are ambitious of glittering Diſtincti- 
ons, and ſounding Titles, may it be our higheſt 
Aim, to anſwer the Character — of BELIEVERS! 
By this Character, the Supreme LORD diſtin- 


guiſhes his choſen People, and denominates , the 
P 3 _ Heirs 


Tic ty Otago v Gou nan x04 owTIECG Iro8 Keire, 
2 Pet. i. 1. 
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cation, their Redemption. 
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Heirs of Salvation. — This Character ſtands faireſt 
in the Book of Life, and moſt conſpicuous in the 
Annals of Eternity. — This Character, however 
neglected or diſeſteemed among Men, will be re- 
membered and had in Honour, when the pompous 
Names of Stateſman and Generaliſſimo are known no 
more. | | 

As Faith is of ſuch ſingular and extenſive Efficacy 
in genuine Chriſtianity, methinks, I would have 
all our Meditations terminate on its glorious Object, 
and be calculated to invigorate ſo beneficial a Prin- 
ciple.—And ſo much the rather, as too many of our 
ingenious Writers run vaſtly wide of this Mark,— 
They teach Us to admire the Magnitude and Diſ- 
tances of th Planets; the annual and diurnal Re- 
volutions of the Globe. They call up our moſt 


pleaſed Attention to the exact Arrangement, the 


exquiſite Conſtruction, and moſt curious Operati- 
on, of every Wheel and every Implement, in the 
Machine of Nature. At the ſame Time, they more 
than intimate, that this is the brighteſt Mirrour, 
wherein We may contemplate the divine Perfecti- 
ons. This the Scene of Order, from whence We 
may derive the beſt Rules, for harmonizing the hu- 
man Mind, Hence they would animate our Devo- 


tion, and hence regulate our Life. Not without 


apparent Neglect, I fear, with ſupercilious Con- 
tempt, of that moſt illuſtrious Diſcovery of the Di- 
vine Excellencies, which was exhibited to the 


Children of Men, by GOD manifeſted in the 


Fleſh. Thus they diſcard the Goſpel, and would 
ſupplant the bleſſed JESUS ; making the Univerſe 
their Bible, and Nature their Wiſdom, their Sane!ifi- 


But, 


e 


F | 
1 
| 
\ 
| 


| 


But, bleſſed be GOD, We have not fo learned 
Philoſophy. We can place her at the Foot-ſtool, 
not on the Throne of her LORD; and bid her 


proclaim his Honours, not uſurp his Office, Let 


Us, therefore, when we reflect on that {tupendous 
Act, the Creation of the World out of Nothing; 


let Us remember, it was HIS Act, who zbtained * 


eternal Redemption for Sinners. When We contem- 
plate that immenſe Theatre of Wonders, the Hea- 
vens and their ſhining Hoſts; let Us not forget, 
that they are all HIS Work, who brought in cver- 
laſting Righteouſneſs for the Ungodly. —-Do We 
turn our Thoughts to the Ocean, that ſpacious and 
magnificent Canal, which covers more than half 


the Globe? It was formed by HIS Word, and 


is obedient to HIS Will, who loved Us and 
waſhed Us from our Sins in his own Bod. Do 
We take a View of the Earth, that grand and inex- 
hauſtible Magazine, which furniſhes ſuch a Multi- 
plicity of Conveniencies, for ſo many Millions of 
Creatures? It is all HS Property, and wholly at 
HIS Diſpoſal, who emptied * Himſelf for our Sake, 
and had not where to lay his Head. For thus faith the 
inſpired Philoſopher ; thus faith the Oracle of Re- 
velation; All Things were made By Him, and FOR 
Him +. 

The great CREATOR has enriched this habi- 
table Globe with a Profuſion of Good. He has 
adorned it with a Variety, a Regularity, and a Beau- 
ty, which are perfectly charming. He has ennobled it 
with a Dignity, a Sublimity, and a Grandeur, which 
are at once delightful and aſtoniſhing. In all this, 
Reaſon cannot but diſcern a clear Manifeſtation of 
Power, a bright Diſplay of Wiſdom, and a rich 

P 4 Demon- 


# Extract 1k 0. Phil. ii. 7. t Col. i. 16. 
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Demonſtration of Benignity.—But will the CREA- 
TOR himſelf vouchſafe to be made Fleſh; on 


Purpoſe that He may bleed and die for his Guilty 
Creatures? This is what, neither the utmoſt Pene- 


- tration of Men, nor the very ſuperior Intelligence 
of Angels, could ever have demonſtrated, diſcover- 
ed, or conceived, This exceeds, whatever the Ele- 
ments have produced, whatever the Sun has beheld; 
as much as the Extent and Magnificence of the pla- 
netary Syſtem, exceeds the Dimenſions and the Fur- 
niture of a Shepherd's Hut..-To reveal this, is 
the bleſſed Peculiarity of the Goſpel, To know 
and believe this, is the diſtinguiſhing Prerogative 
of a Chriſtian, To apply this, to dwell upon this, 
to connect this with all our Obſervations of the Uni- 
verſe, ſhould be the favourite and habitual Employ 
of the Believer, This will improve Wonder into 
Devotion, and raiſe the Entertainments of Science 
into the Joy of Salvation, This will render every 
philoſophical Speculation a Strengthener of our 
Faith; and make the various Scenes of Nature, a 
Guide to Grace, and a Step to Glory, —When this 
is done, then all Things attain their proper End; 
and as they are by CHRIST, ſo they are for 
CHRIST. | 
But I forget myſelf, my Buſineſs, and my Promiſe, 
J am to eſtabliſh the Point by inconteſtable Fact, 
not to embelliſh it by looſe Harangue, With Plea- 
ſure I addreſs myſelf to diſcharge the Obligation ; and 
exemplify, in a very memorable Inſtance, the Power 
of Faith on religious Practice. From whence ſhall I 
fetch my Exemplification? From the Memoirs of the 
Apoltle of the G entiles ? Here I find one, moſt con- 
9 and at the ſame Time moſt forcibly diſplayed,, 
Obſerve 


N 
l 
: 


i 
| 
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Obſerve this Man in his unconverted State, He 
breathes out Threatenings and Slaughter a gainſt the 
Chriſtians, Can any Thing denote a more iniqui- 
tous and ſavage Temper? The roaring Lion, and 
the ranging Bear, are gentle Creatures, compared 
with this Monſter in human Shape. — Still the De- 
ſcription of his barbarity heightens. I was exceed. 
ingly mad againſt them; I compel'ed them to blaſpheme z 
and puniſhed them in every Synagogue. The Practice, 
not of a Man, but of a Fiend! *Tis the very Pic- 
ture of an incarnate Devil. —W hat has this infer- 
nal Wretch, that may recommend Him to the di- 
vine Favour ? If ever there was a Sinner on Earth, 
that had ſinned beyond the Reach of Mercy, be- 
yond the Poſſibility of Pardon, ſurely it muſt be 
this Saul of Tarſus, 

But the divine Mercy, diſdaining all Linzits, is is 
overflowing and unmeaſureable. Where Sin has 
abounded like a Flood, divine Mercy abounds like 
an Ocean, The Favour of Man is backward to 


interpoſe, till ſomething amiable or inviting ap- 


pears in the Object. But the Grace of GOD is 
immenſely rich and infinitely free. It prevents the 


moſt vile and hardened Rebels, It brings every 


Requiſite and Recommendation, in its own unſpeak- 
ably beneficent Nature. It accompliſhes all its 
bleſſed Ends, not by any towardly Diſpoſition in 
the Sinner, but by that one glorious Righteouſneſs 
provided in the SAVIOUR. — This overtook the 
Perſecutor on his Journey to Damaſcus. Light and 
Life were poured upon Him, not from any Dawa 
of Reformation in Himſelf, but from a very different 
Quarter. By opening, as it were, a Window in 


Heaven, while He was ſojourning even in the Suburbs 
of 
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of Hell. He ſaw that J UST ONE. He received 
the ineſtimable Gift. He was made Partaker of the 
Salvation, which is in JESUS CHRIST. 

See, now, what Feet this Faith has upon his 
Conduct. It cauſes a total Revolution in the Sen- 
timents of his Mind. It gives a new Biaſs to 
every Faculty of his Soul. It introduces an ab- 
ſolute Change into the whole Tenour of his Be- 
haviour. As great and marvelous a Change, as if 
You ſhould behold ſome mighty Torrent, turned 
by the Shock of an Earthquake; and rolling thoſe 
Waters to the Eaſt, which,” from the Beginning 
of Time, had flowed inceſſantly to the Weſt. He 
adores that JESUS, whom He lately blaſphem- 
ed. He preaches that Faith, which He once de- 
ſtroyed. And He is ready to lay down his Life for 
thoſe Believers, whom not long ago He perſecuted 
unto Death. 

It may be ſaid; Is the Change as /a/ting, as it is 
ſurpriſing? We will only conſider the converted 
Saul, in one very remarkable Point of Light. —After 
theſe Things were ended, ſays the ſacred Hiſtorian, 
Paul purpoſed in the Spirit, when he had paſſed through 
Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Feruſalem, ſaying, 
After I have been there, I muft alſo ſee Rome *,— 
Who can obſerve, and not admire, this plain un- 
ambitious Manner of relating a Series of Labours, 
the moſt ſignally ſucceſsful, and the moſt exten- 
1 8 uſeful? Nothing in human Conduct ever 
ſurpaſſed the Greatneſs of the one, and perhaps no- 
thing in hiſtorical Compoſition ever equaled the 
Simplicity of the Other. 
| St, 
Acts xix, 21. 
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St. Paul had already reduced Epheſus and A/ia to 
the Obedience of CHRIST. He had already 
brought Macedonia and Achaia into Subjection to the 
Goſpel. He had long ago erected the Standard, and 
ſpread the Triumphs of Chriſtianity, in the Regions 
of Arabia. Yet, as if -He had hitherto atchieved 
nothing, He bends his Forces towards Jeruſalem. 


Then he marks out Rome for the Seat of his ſpiritual 


Warfare. After this, he forms the ſame beneficent 
Deſign upon Spain: including, in his comprehenſive 
Plan, the Metropolis and the Boundaries “ of the 
known World, —The Univerſe is but juſt large 
enough, to be the Scene of his Activity and Zeal; 
He never diſcontinues the charitable Campaign, but 


with the laſt Breatſt of his Life; and He ſpeaks of 


this unintermitted Courſe of arduous and dangerous . 


Services, as if He was only going to make ſome 
friendly Viſit, or join in a Party of innocent Plea- 


ſure; After I have been at Feruſalem, I muſt alſo ſee 


Rome +. 
- Which 


Spain was then ſuppoſed to be the Boundary of the 
Metern, as the Ganges was reckoned the Extremity of the 
Eaſtern World. | | 


Omnibus in Terris que ſunt a Gadibus uſque 
Auroram & Gangen. Jv v. Sat. X. 


+ I am quite charmed, I muſt confeſs, with this very 
ſimple, but incomparably gallant Manner of the Apoſtle's 
ſpeaking. Far beyond all the Pomp of Panegyric, it 
diſplays the Hero. 

When. a handful of Spartans undertook to defend. the 
Paſs of Thermopylæ, againſt the whole Army of Per/ia ; 
ſo prodigious, it was reported, were the Multitudes of the 
Perfians, that th e very Flight of their Arrows would in- 
tercept the Shining of the Sun. Then, ſaid Dieneces one 


fighting 


of the Spartan Leaders, We ſhall have the Advantage of 


* 
* 
1 
C 
3 


— 
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Which of your Alexanders, which of your Cæſars, 
which of all the Heroes renowned in Grecian or Ro- 
man Story, can vie with the Zeal and Magnanimity 
of this poor, deſpiſed Tent- maker? So poor, that 

1 0 


fighting in the Shade.—Juſt before the Battle of Agincourt, 
ews was brought to King Henry's Camp, that the 
French were exceedingly numerous. That they would 
bring into the Field, more than fix times the Number 
of the Engliſh Troops, To which the brave Captain 


Gam immediately replied, Is it ſo? Then there are enough - 


o be cut in Pieces, enough to be taken Priſoners, and enough 
10 run away, ->A commanding Officer, I think, among 
the Royaliſts, being beſieged by the Parliamentary 
Forces, was ſummoned to ſurrender the Caſtle, The 
Summons He rejected. Upon 2 the Enemy threat- 
ened, that if He perſiſted in his Reſolution, the Walls 
ſhould, without farther Delay, be battered to the Ground. 
What if they are? was his blunt Anſwer, 1 am nat obliged to 
rebuildtbem.— Sir Thomas More, ſometime Lord Chancellor 
of England, fell into Diſgrace with the Sovereign, and 
was committed to the Tower. On which Occaſion, the 
Lieutenant of the Tower made an Apology for the Diet, 
Lodging, and Accommodations, as unſuitable to the 
Dignity of ſo great a Man. No Apology, Sir, replies the 
courtly Priſoner ; I don't queſtion, but I ſhall like your Ac- 
commodations very well. And if You once hear me complain, 
I give You free Leave to turn me out of Doors. 

Such calm Sentiments, ſo cool and ſedate a Temper, 
amidſt Circumſtances of the moſt imminent Danger or 
the greateſt Diſtreſs, argue an uncommon Fortitude and 
Superiority of Mind. But, if we conſider the Nature of 
the Apoſtle's Enterprize ; that it was nothing leſs than 
an open Attack on the Empire of Satan; a declared War 
wgainſt the whole idolatrous World; all which was to 
commence in Reproach and Perſecution ; was to be at- 
tended with Bonds and Afflictions; was to end in Mar- 
tyrdom and Death, -!f We conſider this, I believe, 
nothing will appear, at once ſo humble and ſo exalted, 
ſo modeſt yet ſo magnanimous, as the Turn and Air of 
bis Expreflion ; After I bade been at Jeruſalem, I muſt 
alſo ſee Rome, . | 
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he was conſtrained to work with his own Hands, 
for a Morſel of Bread: ſo deſpiſed, that He was fre- 
quently treated as the Offscouring of all Things. 
Notwithſtanding all theſe Diſcouragements, what 
did he not attempt, what did He not accompliſh * 
for the Honour of his MASTER, and the Good 
of his Fellow- creatures? — He embarks in a Shal- 
. lopz He has neither Shield nor Spear; yet he pur- 
poſes to command the Ocean, and conquer the 
Globe. What Greatneſs of Soul was here! He 
expects + nothing but Poverty, Contempt, and 
Death; yet his Heart is big with the Hope of en- 
riching, ennobling, and ſaving Ages and Genera- 
tions. What Benevolence of Temper was this !— 
Should you enquire, concerning this illuftrious 


| Champion of the Croſs; Mo were his potent Auxi- 


liaries? None but the Divine SPIRIT. hat 
were his mighty Weapons? Nothing - but the 
Word of Truth and Grace. bence proceeded his 
mtrepid, his enterpriſing, his all-conquering Re- 
ſolution? Only from Faith, a lively Faith in 

JESUS CHRIST. | 
This, I think, is a ſufficient Confirmation of my 
Doctrine.— Nevertheleſs I have another Inſtance to 
produce, One that was exhibited in an Age, when 
the glorious Object of our Faith ſhone with dim 
Luſtre, and with diſtant Beams. Yet it may juſtly 
be 


*r uiſanonpaſuorc arlpore, ſaid King Hee/ilauvs, when 
He ſaw Epaminondas, the Spartan Hero, marching at the 


Head of his Troops. But never was there a human 


Character, whom this high Encomium ſo exactly ſuited, 
as the Character and Conduct of the Apoſtle Paal. Of 
Him it will be ſaid, and throughout all Generations, 
What hath GOD wrought by this Man ! 


"+ Acts xx. 23. 
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be admired, and will hardly be eclipſed, by the moſt 
inlightened among the Chriſtian Saints.—To keep 
You no longer in Suſpenſe, the Caſe | mean, is that 
which Moſes records, and the Apoſtle celebrates. 
By FAITH Abraham, when he was tried, offered 
up Iſaac : and He that had receiyed the Promiſes, offered 
up his only begotten Son *,—As this is fo ſingular an 
Example of the efficacious and triumphant Opera- 
tion of Faith; unequaled in any Nation of the 
World, or under any Diſpenſation of Religion; 
You will give me leave to dwell a little on ſome of 
its marvelous Circumſtances. . 


_ Abraham was an eminent and diſtinguiſhed Ser- 
vant of 'the Moſt High GOD. Favoured with 
peculiar Manifeſtations of the Divine Will, and dig- 
nified with the honourable Title of his MAKER's 
Friend f. Yet even this Man, is haraſſed with a 
long Succeſſion of Troubles; and, which was 
reckoned in thoſe Ages the maſt deplorable Cala- 


mity, goes childleſs 4. | 
Long le waits, worſhiping GOD with the moſt 
patient Reſignation, At length, an Oracle from 
| the 


* Heb. xi. 17. + 2 Chron. xx. 7. Ifai. xli. 8. 

t There was ſo much Gall in this Calamity, that it 
embittered every other Species of Happineſs. Viſited 
by this Affliction, the Patriarch could taſte no Joy in his 
late fignal Victory; all his worldly Proſperity was in- 
fipid ; and he ſeems to have been incapable of reliſhing 
any other Comfort; What wilt thou give me, ſeeing I go 
childleſs ? Gen. xv. 2.—TI would intreat the Reader to 
take particular Notice of hi Circumſtance. It will 
have the ſame Effect upon the Repreſentation of Abra- 
bam 's Obedience, and the whole Series of his Difficul- 
ties, as a magni/jing Glaſs has upon the Objects to which 
it is applied. | 


9 
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the LORD gives Him Hope, gives Him Aſſurance 


of a Son. Joyfully he receives the Promiſe, and 
reſts in humble ExpeQation of its Accompliſhment. 
—-Several Years run their Rounds, but no pleaſing 
Infant prattles in his Arms, or is dandled upon his 
Knees, At laſt, the Handmaid becomes pregnant. 
But what a Diſappointment was here! This & the 
Son of the Bondwoman, not of the free. ? 

How afflicting the Caſe of this excellent Perſon ! 
His Kinsfolk and Acquaintance fee their Olive- 
branches, flouriſhing round about their Tables. 
Even his ungodly Neighbours have Children at 
their Defire, and leave the Reſidue of their Sub- 
ſtance for their Babes. But Abraham, the Wor- 
ſhiper of JEHOV AH, the Favourite of Heaven 
this Abraham is deſtitute of an Heir, to ſupport 
his Name, to propagate his Family, or to inherit 
the Bleſſing. —O the Straits! to which the Believer 
is ſometimes reduced! How does a ſovereign Pro- 
vidence try his Faith, as it were in a Furnace of 
Fire! Not that it may be conſumed, but refined, 
and come forth with augmented Luſtre; to the 
Praiſe of ever-faithful, all-ſufficient Grace. 

GOD is pleaſed to renew the Grant, and aſſure 
Him more explicitly, That Sarah ſhall have a Son. 
But this Notice comes at a very late Period in Life; 
when Sarah is advanced in Years, and too old, 
according to the Courſe, of Nature, to conceive. 
However, the pious Patriarch faggers not through 
Unbelief ; but hopes even againſt Hope *,—Is it impro- 
bable? Is it difficult? Nay, is it to all human Ap- 
pearance impoflible? So much the more proper, 
for Faith to expect, and for Omnipotence to ac- 
complith, 


At 


* Rom. iv. 18, 20. 
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At laſt, the Gift, ſo earneſtly defired, is vouch- 


ſafed. Sarah has a Child—a Son—an Iſaac. One 


who ſhould be a Source of Conſolation and Delight 
to his Parents; ſhould fill their Mouth with Laugh- 
ter *, and their Tongue with Joy. With tender Care, 
doubtleſs, this - pleaſant My is reared, Many 
Prayers are put up, for his long Life, and great 
Happineſs. The fond Parents watch over Him, as 
over the Apple of their own Eye. Their Life is 
bound up in the Life of the Lad +.—He grows in 
Grace, as He grows in Stature. So amiable is his 
Temper, and fo engaging his Behaviour, as could 
not fail of endearing him even to a Stranger ; how 
much more to ſuch indulgent Parents, after fo long 
a State of Barrenneſs, and ſo many Expectations 
fo frequently fruſtrated. 

Now, methinks, we are ready to congratulate the 
happy Sire; and flatter Ourſelves, that his Tribula- 
tions have an End. That the Storms, which ruffled 


the Noon of Life, are blown over; and the Evening 


of his Age, is becoming calm and ſerene.— But let 
not Him that girdeth on his Harneſs, boaſt Himſelf, as 
He that putteth it t. Our Warfare on Earth is 
never accompliſhed, till We bow our Head, and 
give up the Ghoſt, The ſharpeſt, the ſevereſt Tryal 
is ſtill behind. 

* Abraham 85 ſays GOD—MAbraham knows the 
Voice, It is the Voice of condeſcending Goodneſs. 


He 
* P/al. cxxvi. 2. This is the Import of the Hebrew 
Name Jaac. | 
+ Gen. xliv. 30. t 1 Kings xx. 11. 


& The Sentence, with which the inſpired Hiſtorian in- 
troduces this affecting Narrative, is unhappily tranſlated 


in our Bibles; ax NR n GOD did temp. _ 
ans 


in ordi 
rious ! 
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He had often heard it with a Rapture of Delight.— 
Inſtantly He replies, * Here I am. Speak, LORD; 
« for thy Servant is all Attention.” Hoping, no 
doubt, to receive ſome freſh Manifeſtation- of the 
divine Good-will, to Himſelf and his Family; or ſome 
new Diſcovery of the Method, in which the divine 
Wiſdom would accompliſh the Promiſes, I will mul- 
tiply thy Seed—1 will make thy Seed as the Duft of the 
Earth.—In thy Seed ſhall all the Families of the Earth 
be bleſſed. 

Take thy Son; adds GOD. And might not Abra- 
ham reaſonably expect, that, ſince his Son was ar- 
rived to Years of Maturity, He ſhould be directed, 
How to ſettle Him in the World with Honour and 


Advantage; Where to find a virtuous and fruitful . 


Partner of his Cares, his Joys, and his Bed? — He 
is commanded, not barely to take his Son, but his 
only Son; his Son J/aac; whom He loved. How 
muſt theſe affecting Images awaken all that ſoft 
Complacency, and all that tender triumph, which 
are known only to the fond feeling Apprehenfions 
of a Parent! Muſt not ſuch an Introduction, fo re- 


markably endearing, heighten his Expectation of 
ſome ſignal Mercy, to be conferred on the beloved 


Vor. III. Q Youth ; 


bam This Expreſſion ſeems, more than ſeems to claſh 
with the Doctrine of St. James, Chap. i. ver. 13. And 
cannot but ſound harſh to thoſe Ears, which have been 
accuſtomed to underſtand by Tempter and Tempting, Per- 
ſons utterly odious, and Practices extremely pernicious, 

— Whereas, the true and natural Signification of the 
Original is, He tried or explored. G OD ſounded the 
Depth, and meaſured the Height of his Servant's Faith 
in order to ere& an everlaſting Monument of the victo- 
rious Efficacy of this ſacred Principle; and exhibit an 
illuſtrious Pattern to all them, who ſhould hereafter be- 


lire | 
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Youth ;\ and would it not render the Bleſſing pecu- LC 

liarly acceptable, more than doubly welcome? hou 

Was he not then ſtartled? Was he not horribly ana 

amazed? When, inſtead of ſome renewed Expreſſion all 

of the Divine Favour, He received the following or 

Orders. Take now thy Son—thy only Son —Iſaac— Hir 

whom Thou log and get Thee into the Land of | ing 

Moriah, and offer Him there for a Burnt- offering, i Wt 

upon one of the Mountains which I will tell Thee f. | Rui 

Was ever Deſcription ſo affecting, or Meſſage fo Apf 

alarming? Does GOD create the Apple of the 5 pliec 

Eye, only to be a Sheath for the Dagger? Does 1 a 

He impart the utmoſt Senſibility, only to inflict | tr 

the moſt agonizing Pain? Every Word in this In- le 

junction, ſoftens and entenders the Parent's Heart; ebe 

and, at the ſame Time, ſharpens the Arrow, that * fo 

muſt pierce it through and through. | * 

Where now, Abraham, are all thy pleaſing Proſ- * Ir 

peas? How often didſt thou ſay, in thy enamoured C 

and delighted Heart; This ſame ſhall comfort Us * fo 

& concerning our Trouble f. Many have been my * H 

4e Sorrows; but this Child, this dear Child, ſhall 90 

« dry up mp Tears, and bring me to my Grave in 1 

Peace.“ —Alas! this lovely Flower is to be cut __ 

down, in its faireſt fulleſt Bloom. All thy ſhining 2 

Hopes are overcaſt in a Moment. They are cover- | *H 

ed with Darkneſs and the Shadow of Death. But | MY 

let Us attend to the tragical Story. 1 

Abraham, take thy Son. Who, but Abraham, could 2 

| have forbore remonſtrating and pleading, on ſuch an * 
| Occaſion? Ananias, being charged with a Com- — 
| miſfion to Saul the Perſecutor, takes upon Him to 2 
* "IPs Caſe with his Almighty S OVERE IGN. m 
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® Gen, xxii. 2. 7. Gen. V. 29. 
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LORD, I have heard by Many concerning this Man, 
how much Evil He hath done to thy Saints at Feruſalem ; 
and here He hath Authority from the chief Priefts to bind 
all that call upon thy Name . It can never be ſafe 
or expedient, to preſent myſelf voluntarily before 
Him; who came hither breathing out Threaten- 
ings and Slaughter againſt me. What is this, but 
to court Danger; and run, with open Eyes, into 
Ruin?—Thus 4nanias With how much greater 
Appearance. of Reafon, might Abraham have re- 
plied ? 1 

« LORD, have I not already left my Coun» 
« try; left my Kindred; and, at thy Command, 
« left my Father's Houſe? * And wilt Thou now 


« bereave me of my Child? Muſt I part, not with 


“ ſome admired Folly or darling Vanity, but with 
« the moſt worthy Object of a rational Affection? 
Indeed with my only remaining Conſolation ? 

„ Shall I be deprived of my Child, almoſt as 
“ ſoon as I have received Him? Didſt Thou give 
« Him, only to tantalize thy Servant? Remem- 
« ber, gracious GOD, the Name He bears. 
« How ſhall He anſwer its chearing Import? How 
« ſhall He be a Source of Satisfaction to his Parents, 
% or the Father of many Nations; if Thou takeſt 
« Him away, in his unmarried State, and the very 
„ Prime of his Years? 

« If Sin lies at the Door, let me exprare the 
« Guilt. Let thouſands of Rams, let every Bul- 
« lock in my. Stalls, bleed at thy Altar. My 
« Wealth, moſt mighty LORD, and all my Goods, 
are nothing in compariſon of my 1/aac. Command 
me to be ſtript of my Poſſeflidhs; command me 


22 « to 
Acts ix. 13, 14. 
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& to roam, as a Fugitive and a Vagabond in the 
« Earth; and I will bleſs thy holy Name. Only 
« let my Child, my dear Child be ſpared. 

„ Or, if nothing will appeaſe thy Indignation 
ce but human Blood, let my Death be the Sacrifice. 
cc Upon me be the Vengeance, I am old and grey- 
ce headed. The beſt of my Days are paſt, and the 
« beſt of my Services done. If this tottering Wall 


6 tumbles, there will be little, or no Cauſe for 


«© Regret, But, if the Pillar of my Houſe, and 
« the Support of my Family—if He be ſnatched 
<& from me, what Good will my Life do me? O my 
& Son! my Son ! would GOD I might die for Thee *. 

« If it muſt be a blooming Youth, in the Flower 
cc of his Days, be pleaſed, moſt merciful GOD, 


4 to ſelect the Victim from ſome fruitful Family. 


« There are thoſe, who abound in . Children. 
4 Children are multiplied unto them; and though 
% many were removed, yet would their Table be 
&« full, There are thoſe, who have Flocks and 
« Herds; whereas, I have only this. one little 
e Lamb +; the very Solace of my Soul, and the 


« Stay of my declining Years. And ſhall this be 


« taken away, while all thoſe are left? 

Ves, Abraham; it is thy Son, and not Another's, 
that is marked for the Victim, What Diſtreſs, had 
He not been ſupported by Faith, what exquiſite 
Diſtreſs muſt have overwhelmed this affectionate 


Parent! How could He refrain from crying out, 


and with a Flood of Tears ?—* If the Decree can- 
« not be reverſed; if it muſt be the Fruit of my 
% own Body; Oh! that Jfmael, the Son of the 
6 Handmaid—How ſhall 1 ſpeak it? My Heart 

“ bleeds 


2 Sam. Xvill, 33. + 2 Sam. Xii. 3. 
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c bleeds at the Thought; at the Thought even of 
« hit expiring Agonies, and untimely Death. But 
& as for Iſaac, the Son of my beloved Spouſe, the 
« Son of my old Age, the Crown of all my La- 
«© bours—How ſhall I ſurvive ſuch a Lofs ? 

« My Bowels! My Bowels! I am pained at my 
© very Heart. If it was only to diſmiſs Him into 
„ ſome foreign Country, and not to ſee his Face 
«© for many Years; even this would be a fore 


« Tryal. But to loſe Him by the Stroke of Death; 


e to have Him cut off out of the Land of the Liv- 
« ing! Will not the Blow that diſpatches Him, 
ebe fatal to Us both? 

“Vet, if He muſt die, and there is no Remedy; 


% may He not at leaſt expire by a natural Diſfolu- 


ce tion? May not ſome common Diſtemper unlooſe 
the Cords of Life, and lay Him down gently in 


« the Tomb? May not his fond Mother and myſelf 
* ſeal his cloſing Eyes, and ſoften his dying Pangs | 


«© by our tender Offices ?? 
No, Abraham, Thy Son muſt. be /aughtered on 


the Altar. He ſhall have no other Bed of Death, 


than the Pile of hewn Wood; no other Winding- 
ſheet, than his own clotted Gore. The ſacrificing 
Knife, and not any common Diſeaſe, ſhall bring 
Him to his End,—And think not to ſatisfy thy ſor- 


rowing Fondneſs, by paying Him the laſt Honours 
of a decent Interment. It is the LORD's Will, 


that He be cut in Pieces; conſumed to Aſhes ; and 
made a Burnt-offering, So that nothing ſhall re- 


main, to be preſerved, or embalmed. It ſhall not 


be in thy Power to ſooth thy Grief, by reſorting to 


his Grave; and weeping at his Sepulchre; and 
ſaying Here lies Iſaac. 
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« But if all muſt be executed; G0 forbid, 
« that I ſhould. behold the diſmal Tragedy! If 


% my Jſaac muſt be bound Hand and Foot for the 


« Slaughter; if He muſt receive the Steel into his 
* Bolom ; and welter in his own innocent Blood; 
« O! let it be far, far rpm the Sight of theſe 
« Eyes!“ 

Even this Mitigation cannot-be granted. Thou, 
Abraham, thou thyſelf muſt ſtand: by; muſt look 
on; muſt. ſce Him flain,-Nay, Thou muſt not 


only be an Eye-witneſs of his. Agony, but be the 


Executioner of thy Iſaac. Yes; thy Hands muſt lift 
the deadly Weapon; thy Hands muſt point it to 
the. beloved Breaſt; ty own. Hands muſt urge its 
Way, thraugb the guſhing Veins, and the ſhiver- 


ing Fleſh, till it be plunged in the throbbing Heart. 


GOD will, not permit, the Work to be done by 
Another. The Father, the Father muſt. be the 


Murtherer, 
Is not the wretched Father funned and thunder- 


firuck:?. Does He not ſtand. fixed in Horror, and 


ſpeechleſs with Grief. What Words can be 
mournful enough to expreſs his Sorrows ? — To 
murther a Son! Is it not impious, execrable, ſhock- 
ing? Nature recoils at the very Thought! How 
then can the beſt of Fathers perform the Deed? 
How ſhall He anſwer it to the Wife of his 
Boſom, the Mother of the lovely Youth ? Who 


bore Him in ber Womb; who brought Him forth 


with Pain; and nurſed. Him up, amidſt the fondeſt 
Careſſes. Will She: not have Reaſon to reproach 
Arabam, and ſay in tte Anguiſh, of her Spirit; 


A bloody Huſband baſi thou been to me * 
How 


C Exod. iv. 25, 
— 
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How can He juſtify it to the World ? They will 
never be perſuaded, that the GOD of Goodneſs 
can delight in Cruelty, or authorize ſo horrid an 
Action.— Will they not take up a taunting Proverb, 
and fay at every Turn? There goes the Man, 
« the Monſter rather, that has imbrued his Hands 
* in the Blood of his own Son! This is He that 
& pretends to Piety; and yet could be fo ſavage, 
« as to aſſaſſinate, cooly and deliberately aſſaſſinate 
« an only Child!“ - Might not Thouſands of ſuch 


Conſiderations, croud into his Thoughts, and rack 


his very Soul ? 
But GOD is unchangeable, Poſitive is his 
Word, and muſt be obeyed, Obeyed immediately 


too. Take now thy Son. The LORD's Com- 


mand requireth Speed. No Time is to be loſt, in 


bidding Adieu to his Relations, or in fruitleſs Sup- 


plications for revoking the Doom. — Prodigious 
Tryal! Was ever Precept like this Precept — Vet, 
when JEHOVAH enjoins, to deliberate, is 
Diſloyalty; to diſpute, is Rebellion, 

This the Patriarch knew. Therefore He waits 
not for a ſecond Injunction.—He knew alſo, that 
Obedience is no Obedience, unleſs'it be willing and 
chearful, Therefore He conſults not with Fleſh 
and Blood, He is deaf to the Arguings of carnal 
Reaſon, and regards not the Yearnings of ' paternal 


Affection. But, without a murmuring Word, 


without a Moment's Delay, ſets forward on his 


Journey. Not ſo much as betraying the leaſt Un- 


eaſineſs, to alarm his Wife; nor heaving the leaſt 
Sigh, to create Suſpicion in his Attendants. 
And canſt thou, Abraham, canſt thou perſiſt in thy 


Purpoſe ? Can thy Heart firmly reſolve, can thy Hand 


Q4 ſteadily 
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ſteadily execute? Execute this inexpreſſibly ſevere 
Taſk ?—lIs not this Child the Heir of the Promiſes, 
both temporal, ſpiritual, and eternal ?—Is not the 
great MESSIAH, whoſe Day thou haſt ſo paſſion- 
ately defired to ſee ; "whole Perſon js the Hope of all 
the Ends of the Earth; is not that great MESSIAH 
to ſpring from his Loins? From his Loins, whom 
thou art about to kill ?—The Bleſſing, thou knoweſt, 
is appropriated to Him, The grand Entail is ſettled 
upon Him—ypon Jjaac by Name—ypon Iſaac alane. 
If He periſh, all is loſt, —Canſt thou, then, at one 
Blow, deſtroy the Life of thy Son; ſacrifice all thy 
earthly Joys; and cut off the Hopes of the whole 
World? — Will none of theſe Conſiderations dif. 
courage, diſſuade, deter thee ? 

Moſt triumphant Faith indeed! Deſervedly art 
thou ſtyled, The Father the Faithful. Thy Faith 
is ſtronger than all the Ties oſ Affection; ſtronger 
than all the Pleas of Nature; ſtronger than all the 


Terrors of Death—of a Death, in its Circums-, 


ſtances and in its Conſequences, incomparably more 
dreadful than thy own. 

Now muſt He travel, during three tedious, and, 
one would think, moſt melancholy Days. With 
his 7aac conſtantly before his Eyes; with the tra- 
gical Scene, continually preſenting itſelf to his 
Apprehenſions ; and nothing to divert his Mind, 
from Nele upon every afflictive 1 
Thus muſt He travel, aged as He is, to a great 
Diſtance; in Suſpenſe and Uncertainty all the 
while, Not knowing, where the fatal Buſineſs is 
to be tranſacted; whether in a private Spot, or on 
a public Stage. Only on one of the Mountains 
which the LORD will tell Him of. There ſeems 


to 
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to be a Combination of all Things, in order to ag- 
gravate the Tryal; and urge Him to Diſquietude, 
if not to Diſtraction. \ 

On. the third Day, Abraham lift up his Eyes, 2h 
ſaw the Place afar off. Doleful Sight! The Slaugh- 
ter-Houſe of his Son! Does hot the Proſpect alarm 
all his tender Paſſions? No; it only awakens his 
Circumſpe&tion. The Servants are commanded 
to advance no farther, Here they muſt take their 
Stand, and keep their Diſtance. Leſt a well-meaning, 
but unſeaſonable Compaſſion, ſhould prompt them 
to interpoſe.— He Himſelf, with the Fire and the 
Knife in his Hands; and his Son, with the Burden of 
Wood on his Shoulders, went both of them together. 
—Who does not pity the dear devoted Youth, 
toiling under that Load, which muſt ſoon reek with 
his Blood, and ſoon reduce him to Aſhes? Mean 
while the intended Victim, wondering to fee all 


theſe Preparations made, and no proper Animal 


near, aſks this pertinent Queſtion ; My Father, be- 
hold the Fire and the Mood] But where is the Lamb 
for a Burnt-offering * Nothing could be more ten- 
der and moving than this Speech ; which diſcovered 
ſuch a Knowledge of Religion, and ſuch a Concern 


for its Duties. Will not this rouſe the Father's 


Anguiſh, and ſhake his Determination? How can 
He be the Death of ſo much Innocence, and fo 
much Piety ? 


Faith overcomes all Difficulties Unmoved and 


inflexible, the Patriarch replies; GOD will provide 
Himſelf” a Lamb for a Burnt-offering, my Son . He 


hides 


„ Abraham in this Anſwer, like many of the other 
Prophets in their Predictions, ſeems not to have thorough- 
ly andere food the Import of his own Words. What e _ 
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hides the: awful Tidings from the inquiſitive Youth, 
leſt they ſhould be too heavy and affliftive for Him wh 
to bear. Of his own Firmneſs and Perſeverance in 
He was ſufficiently aſſured. But who can tell, So 
whether /aac's Courage and Self-denial may be to 
equal to ſuch a Shock? Therefore He ſmothers the Cc 
Brand in his own Breaſt; and forbears, as long as net 
poſſible, to diſcloſe the terrible Secret. So they went ; _ = _ 
both of them together. The One, wondering at the « | 
Strangeneſs of the Affair, and “ not knowing bet 
« that it is for his Life. The Other, with a Fire 
pent up in his Bones; and- fearing more to reveal, ou! 
than to execute the Work. rec 

And they came to the Place, which+G OD had told anc 
him f. Tis a Mountain, Far from the Reſort of act 
Men. A doleful Solitude indeed ! Gloomy Shades, lay: 
and hoary Trees; ragged Rocks, and hideous | the 

Precipices; the Sound of headlong Cataracts, bu! 
2 mingled with the. Yell of ravenous Beaſts; have adt 
made ſome Mountains extremely formidable. But of 
all theſe Circumſtances, wild and tremendous as all 
they are, could never create a Terror, comparable fled 
to the Sadneſs and Horrour of this ſingle Thought : a 
Here my Iſaac muſt bleed; on this Eminence He ing 
&. breathes his laſt.” Ar 
I ſhould the 
68-7 
ſelf meant, I apprehend, is repreſented in the following ce 
Paraphraſe of his Speech. Vet GOD ſo over ruled his « 
Tongue, that it more fully expreſſed the divine Decree, 
than the parental Idea. 

GOD will provide Himſelf. a Lamb for a Burnt-offering, 
my Son. Thus the Words are placed in the Hebrew. tiv 
My Son comes laſt, and cloſes the Reply. That the ten- cun 
der Accents may be left to vibrate on the Father's Ear, tio 
and the dear diſtreſſing Image continue playing before luf 
his Mind.— This, I think, is a Delicacy not to be over- pre 
el and increaſes the Pathos of the Narrative, — 
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I ſhould not wonder to ſee the Patriarch over- 
whelmed with Conſternation. His Thoughts loſt 
in a Tumult of Fear, Trepidation, and Perplexity. 
So as not to know, either where to begin; or how 
to proceed; or what to do. But Abraham is all 
Compoſure. He diſpatches the preparatory Buſi- 
neſs, without the leaſt Heſitation, or the leaſt Pre- 
cipitancy. As calmly, as when, © rich in Cattle, 
« in Silver, and in Gold,“ He reared his Tent 
between Bethel and Hai. 

Abraham builds an Altar there. An Altar, ſpaci- 
ous, ſtrong, and regular. Spacious, that it may 
receive, ſtrong, that it may ſuſtain, the Victim; 
and regular, that every Thing may be tranſ- 
ated with the utmoſt Decorum “ . Nay; Hz 
lays the Mood in Order. Not huddles it toge- 
ther, with Haſte and Confuſion, into a rude Heap; 
but places each Piece in the propereſt Situation, to 
admit the Flames, and accelerate the Conſumption 
of the Sacrifice. How muſt this low Proceſs, and 
all theſe ſolemn Formalities, afford Leiſure for Re- 
flection to ſtrike deep, and employ all her Stings ! 

Every Thing is now ready for the moſt aſtoniſn- 
ing and. dreadful Act of Obedience, that Men or 
Angels ever beheld. And now Abraham diſcloſes 
the ſtartling Secret: Didſt thou enquire concern- 
ce ing the Lamb? Thou thyſelf, my dear Child, art 
the Lamb provided for the Burnt- Offering, —Be 
« not amazed, Let not * Heart fail. — The 

. cc GOD, 


2 The Scriptures are generally conciſe in their Narra- 
tives. But the Relation of this Story is remarkably cir- 
cumſtantial. The more effectually to engage our Atten- 
tion, and intereſt our Affections; as well as the more il- 
Iuſtriouſly to diſplay the numerous Difficulties, and the 
preſling Tryals, which the heroic Patriarch Wr 
—ſurmounted—triumphed over. 
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« GOD, who beſtowed: thee on my longing De- 
6 "TOO is pleaſed to require thee again at my Hand. 

he LORD gave, and the LORD taketh - 
„ away, let Us both adore the Name of the 
« LORD. WLet Us confide in his promiſed Good- 
& neſs, and unanimouſly profeſs, FR He flay me, 
« yet will I truſt in Him.” _ | 

It. does not appear, that the amiable Youth re- 
ſifted or gainſayed. He had Strength enough to op- 
poſe, and Speed enough to eſcape *, the Attempts 
of an aged Father. Either or both of which, the 
Law. of Self- preſervation might ſeem to dictate, 
and the Light of Reaſon” to juſtify. But J/aac 
knew, that his Father was a Prophet. In this pro- 
phetical Character, He ſees and acknowledges the 
Warrant of Heaven. And ſince his CRE A- 
TOR calls, He is content to go.—Excellent 
Jaac! Who does not admire thy Courage? Who 
is not charmed with thy Reſignation? And muſt 
We, in a few Minutes, muſt We ſee Thee a pale, 
a bloody, a breathleſs Corpſe ? 

Methinks, I ſhudder as We draw near the dire- 
ful Cataſtrophe. The Father knows not how to 
relent, and the Son offers his + willing Throat to 
the Knife, —Nevertheleſs, that the Work of De- 
ſtiny may be ſure, and no one Particular relating 


to a Sacrifice omitted, Abraham binds Iſaac his Son. 
| I have 


bs Acari to Jeſephus, Iſaac was, when He ſubmit. 
ted Himſelf to the Slaughter, about twenty-five Years 
old. Others think, his Age: was thirty-three ; which 
makes Him more exactly reſemble his ſuffering LORD. 
Then his Father muſt be above a hundred and thirty 
Vears old, Either ee will juſtify 4/pafio's Suppo- 


ſition. 
+ His ee usr Timon ory nνtytvilo d,. 


Clem. Rom, ad Corinth. 


| 
3 | 
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I have known a ſtubborn Malefactor, quite un- 
alarmed, when ſentenced to the ignominious Tree; 1 
Hot at all impreſſed, with the moſt awful Repreſen- 9 
Addons eternal Judgment; yet, when a Perſon 
came to meaſure him for his Cin, the hardened 
Wretch was hard no longer. He ftarted; turned 
pale; and trembled in every Joint. Even ſuch a 
Circumſtance makes no Impreflion on Abraham ; 
neither alters his Purpoſe, nor changes his Counte- 
nance. He meaſures his Iſaac; meaſures thoſe Limbs, 
which He had ſo frequently embraced, and fo ten- 
derly careſſed; if not for the Coffin, yet for imme- 
diate Slaughter. 

Having bound Him ſurpriſing Reſolution !— i 
bound Him for the Sword and for the Flame, He 4 
lays Him upon the Altar on the Mood. There, now 1 
lies Iſaac; the dear, the dutiful, the religious [aac / i 
Abraham's Joy; Sarah's Delight; the Heir of the 1 
Promiſes! There He lies, all meek and reſigned; 
expecting, every Moment, the Stroke of Death to 
fall. -O Parents! Parents! Do not your Bowels 
yearn? Is not Humanity itſelf diſtreſſed at the 
Scene? Say, thou who art a Father, what thinkeſt 
Thou of Abraham's Obedience? Couldſt Thou, 
to ſuch a Son, have acted ſuch a Part? 

See! the Father, reſolute to the very laſt, un- 

” ſheaths the murdering Blade; makes bare the inno- 
cent Boſom ; and marks the Place, where Life may 
find the ſpeedieſt Exit. His Heart is fixed! He 

reiches forth his Hand; He lifts the. ſharpened 

Steel; and determined to finiſh at a Blow, is even 
now aiming—When—rejoice O ye Worſhippers of 
a gracious GOD! Break forth into Singing, Ye 


f that are in Pain for the tried Parent! The LORD 


—— zp—— — — x — ͤW4C4—t 9 
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Almighty interpoſes, in this Article of extreme 
Need *. The ANGEL of the Covenant ſpeaks 
from Heaven, and with-holds the Patriarch's 
Hand, in the very Act to ftrike, GOD, who 
only intended to maniſeſt his Faith, and make 
it honourable, bids Him do no Harm to the Lad. Yea; 
GOD applauds his Obedience; and ſubſtitutes 
another Sacrifice in 1/aac's Stead ; renews his Cove- 
nant with the Father, and not only reprieves the 
Life of the Son, but promiſes Him a numerous and 
iuſtridus Iſſue. Promiſes to make him the Pro- 
genitor of the MESSIAH, and thereby a Bleſ- 
ſing to all the Nations of the Earth, 

Tell me now, Theron, was there ever ſuch an 
aſtoniſhing Effort of Obedience? Such a perfect 
Prodigy of Reſignation? YET THIS HATH Faith 
DONE +.—If you ſhould aſk, How was it poſſible 

| for 


* Upon this moſt ſeaſonable Interpoſition, the inſpired 
Hiſtorian makes a very judicious and edifying Re- 
mark. Which ſeems to be greatly obſcured, if not in- 
tirely ſpoiled, by our Tranſlation ; In the Mount of the 
LORD it fhall be ſeen. I muſt confeſs, I have always 
been puzzled to find, not only a pertinent Senſe, bat any 
Senſe at all, in theſe Words. Whereas, the Original is 
as clear in its Signification, as it is appoſite to the Pur- 
poſe.—-nxv mir m In the Mount the LORD will be 
feen ; or, In the Mount the LORD will provide. q. d. 
. This memorable Event gave Riſe to, at leaſt is an emi- 
nent Exemplification of, that proverbial Expreſſion, 
& which is commonly uſed at this Day. In the Mount 
« of Difficulty, or in the very Criſis of Need, when 
„% Matters ſeem to be irretrievable and deſperate, ther 
* the LORD will appear as a preſent Help. Man's Ex- 
ce tremity is GOD's 1 15745 See Gen. XXil. 14. 

+ Heb. xi. 17. By Faith, Abraham, when He was tried, 
offered up Tſaac,— The Faith, of which ſuch glorious 
| ; Things 


wo PET VNR — 
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for Abraham to perform all this, in the Manner de- 


ſcribed? The Anfwer is obvious. Becauſe Abra- 


Hham-BELIEVED ; or in other Words, was fully per- 
ſuaded, that the Arm of the LORD, which had 
raiſed this Son from the harren Womb, was able to 
raiſe Him again even from diſſected Limbs or from 
ſmoking * Aſhes.— The ſame GOD, who required 
this Sacrifice, had expreſly declared, In Iſaac ſhall thy 


8 Seed be called. Therefore the Patriarch aſſured Him- 


ſelf, that the Promiſe would, in a Way known to 
infinite Wiſdom, be moſt punctually accompliſhed. 
Hence 


Things are ſpoken, to which ſuch admirable Atchieve- 
ments are aſcribed, throughout this whole Chapter, was 
a Faith in the Seed of the Woman, the promiſed 


MESSIA H.—Or, could it be demonſtrated (Which, 


from Verſe 26 alone, I will venture to pronounce im- 
poſſible) that in all theſe heroic Inſtances of Obedience, 
there was no believing Regard to CHRIST; no Ap- 
prehenſion of his unſpeakable Love; no Application of 


his tranſcendent Merits ; our Argument would not loſe 


its Force, but ſtrike with redoubled Energy. For, if a 
Belief in very inferior Manifeſtations of the divine Good- 


neſs, Faithfulneſs, and Power, wrought ſo efficaciouſly 


on thoſe antient Worthies ; how much more victoriouſly 
muſt the ſame Principle act, ur der far brighter Diſplays 
of all the ſupreme Perfections, in the Perſon of FE SUS 
CHRIST /—} would only add, that fo Jong as this 
Chapter remains in the Bible, it will furniſh an unan- 
ſwerable Confutation of thoſe Objections, which ſup- 
poſe the Doctrine of Faith to have an-unkindly Influence 
on religious or virtuous Practice. Againſt all ſuch Ca- 
vils, it will ſtand fo for evermore as the Moon, and as the 
faithful Witneſs in Heaven. 


He ſeems to have expected not only the certain, but 
the immediate Reſtoration of his ſlain Son. That he 
| ſhould be revived on the very Spot; before He left the 
Place ; ſo as to accompany his Return. For, he ſays to 
his Servants, not J, but Ve will go, and worſhip, and 
return. naw Ver. 5. 


ass ASPASIO TO THERON, LET. 11. 


Hence he made no Diſpute, and felt no ReluQance. 
His Faith diſregarded all the Contrariety of Ap. 
pearances; . baniſhed every uneaſy Apprehenſion ; 
and neither Fear, nor Sorrow, had place in his 
Breaſt. Confident of GOD's Ability, and mak- 
ing no doubt of his Fidelity, He readily. and chear- 


Fully * obeyed, 
You 


This Account, is ſo very extraordinary, that I ſha 
not be ſurpriſed, if the Reader finds ſome Difficulty in 
giving his Aiſent to it, Eſpecially, as He may have 
accuſtomed Himſelf to form very different Conceptions 
of this remarkable Affair; and may poſfibly be confirm- 
ed in a different Train of Ideas, by ſeeing a Repreſenta- 
tion of the Story in a celebrated Print. Where the Fa- 

ther appears, claſping his Son in a tender Embrace; be- 
dewing him with his Tears; and ſuffering as much 
throu | Grief, as the devoted Youth is going to ſuffer b 

the Knife —But the Artif, I apprehend, had net fo 
attentively examined the Circumſtances of the ſacred 


Narrative, nor ſo carefully compared them with other 


Paſſages of Scripture, as a judicious and worthy Friend 
of mine. From whom I learnt to conſider this wonder- 
ful Tranſaction in the above-repreſented View. And I 


muſt confeſs, the more I revolveit in my Mind, the more 


I am convinced of its Propriety and 'Truth. That all 
was tranſacted, not with great Reluctance and ex- 
treme Anguiſh ; but, as Chry/oom very ſtrongly ſpeaks, 
piles erpobupics Greovg 1a emrrETApEre mole, with Alacrity and 
Zeal, with intenſe Defire and complacential Delipht. 

I flatter myſelf, the Reader will be of the {ame Opi- 
nion, if he pleaſes to conſult the Tenth Chapter of Lewi- 
ticus, Where Nadab and Abihu, the Sons of Aaron, are 
devoured by Fire from before the LORD. Yet Aaron 
is not allowed to mourn, even at ſuch a terrible and af- 
flictive Viſitation. And when, through the Frailty of 
human Nature, He could not wholly refrain, He durſt 
not preſume to eat of the Sin-offering. Such Things, ſays 
He, have befallen me, if I had eaten of the Sin-offering, 
ſhould it have been accepied in the Sight of . LORD? 
Let me add, that we find not the leaſt Indication of ſuch 

agonizing 
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You admire, and very juſtly, this heroic Act of 
Obedience. A Son, for whom He waited ſo long 
received in fo extraordinary a Manner — upon 
whom his Heart was fet—in whom all his Expecta- 
tions centered - who alone could convey to all Na- 
tions the promiſed Bleſſing— to offer this Son as a 
Sacrifice, and that by his own Hand=-never was 
ſuch an Inſtance of Obedience performed, attempt 
ed, or heard of.— Vet We ſhall both do well to re- 
member, -that Abraham was not juſtified by this, 
but by the infinitely more noble Obedience of JE. 
SUS CHRIST. His Faith, receiving this, re- 
lying on this, rejoicing in this, difpoſed and enabled 
Him for ſuch wonderful Self-denial, Fortitude, and 
Duty. | ; 
If all this, which would otherwiſe have been ut- 
terly impracticable, was wrought by Faith; You 
need not ſuſpec, of Meatneſti and Inſufficiency, ſo ap- 
proved a Principle. Far, far from enervating, it 
will invigorate every good Diſpoſition ; and inſtead 
of damping, will give Life to every religious Duty. 
» Cheriſh Faith, and You will of courſe: cultivate 
Obedience.— Water this Root, and the Branches 
of univerſal Godlineſs will aſſuredly partake the 
beneficial Effects; will ſpread their Honours, and 


—_ — 


EF ee a a es 


— 2005 % Sg — D— — BESR — 2 11 oy 


bring forth their Fruits. - Through the Power of 

Faith, the Saints have wrought Righteouſneſs, in 

all its magnanimous and exemplary Acts. — The 
Vor. III. R Doctrine 


aponizing Sorrow, nor indeed of any Sorrow at all, in the 
Hiſtory as related by Mees. Neither could Abraham 
have been a proper Type of the eternal FATHER, 
making his only begotten SON a Sacrifice for Sin, if 
He had not willingly offered up {/aac. Indeed to offer 
willingly, ſeems to have been abſolutely aecgſſary, in eve- 
ry acceptable Oblation, and every religious dervice. See 
2 Cor. ix. 7. 1 Chron. xXvul. 9. 
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- Doctrine, of Faith is called by St. Paul, A Doctrine wit. 
according to Gadlineſs * ; exquiſitely contrived to an- i exp 
ſwer all the Ends, and ſecure every Intereſt of real Sou 


Piety.— The Grace of Faith St. Jude ſtyles, Our 
moſt holy Faith +; intimating, that it is not only 
productive of Holineſs, but that the moſt refined _ | 
and exalted Holineſs ariſes from this Stock ; is peo- . P. 
duced by believing in JESUS, 
Let Us then be diligent to. exerciſe, and careful 
to increaſe, Faith in FESUS CHRIST. Let Us 
maintain the ſame zealous Solicitude for this lead- 
ing capital Grace, as the renowned Epaminondas 
expreſſed for his Shield, When that gallant Gene- 
ral was, in an Engagement with the Enemy, ſtruck 
to the Ground; his Soldiers carried him off, breath. 
leſs and fainting to his Tent. The Moment he 
opened his Eyes, and recovered the Uſe of Speech, 
he aſked — not whether his Wound was Mortal? 
not whether his Troops were routed ? — But whether 
his Shield was ſafe? - May We be enabled, my dear 
Friend, to keep our Shield ſafe! May We be ftrong, 
be adh), be lively in Faith! Then, I doubt not, 
We ſhall give Glory to GOD; receive Comfort 
to Ourſelves; and abound in the Works of the 
LOKD, 
The Apoſtle prays, in behalf of his Epheſian 
| Converts, that they may every One enjoy the Pri- 
vileges of Grace, and each experience the Efficacy 
of Faith. Or, to uſe his own animated Words, 
That they may know, what is the Hope of their Call- 
ing in CHRIST FESUS ; and what is the exceed- 
ing Greatneſs of his Power, to themibard who believe . 
Than which Prayer, nothing can cloſe either this 
or the preceding Letter, with more Propriety, or 


with 
* 1 Tim, vi, 3. # Jude 20. t Eph. i. 18. 
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with greater Dignity. As nothing can more fully 
expreſs the Sentiments, the Wiſhes, the very 


Soul of * 
* Your gt affeftionate 


ASPASIO. 


P. S. I faid, “The infinitely more noble Obedience 
« off FESUS CHRIST.” —PFor, to this 
Obedience I would have our Thoughts con- 
tinually directed. This ſurpaſſes the Ser- 
vices both of Angels and Men, in all their 
various and wonderful Orders. Tis true, 
compared with our Duties, Abraham's Obe- 
dience is like Saul's Stature; who, from his 
Shoulders and upward, was higher than any of 
the People. But when the Righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST comes into View, it is ſomewhat 
like that magnificent Perſonage, deſcribed 
by St. John, in the tenth of the Revelation &. 
Should ſuch a ſublime and majeſtic Being, 
appear amidſt an Aſſembly, of the moſt re- 
nowned Monarchs in the World ; how would 
their Splendour be eclipſed, and all their 


Grandeur dwindle into Meanneſs/! Before 


ſuch an illuſtrious Potentate of Heaven, who 
would take Notice of Cæſar, or beſtow a 
Look upon Alexander ? So, the Righteouſneſs 


of CHRIST, being the Righteouſneſs of 


HIM, who lay in the Boſom of the F A- 
THER from Eternity; the Righteouſneſs 
of HIM, who now fits on the right Hand of 


the Throne of the Majeſty in the Heavens; 
- ihe 4 this 


* If the Reader pleaſes, He may ſee this beautiful and 
grand Piece of Imagery illuſtrated, in Hervey's Medita- 
tions, Vol, II. p. 21. Edit. 14. 
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this Righteouſneſs being, in itſelf moſt con- 
ſummately perfect, and unſpeakably ennobled 
by the Dignity of the Performer; all other 
Kinds, Degrees, or Forms of Righteouſ- 
neſs, ſhrink, before it, into the Littleneſs of 
Pygmies, of Worms, of Mites. Could they 
ſpeak, the Language of each would be; 
« Look not upon me for I am dim, yea, I am 
« black. But look upon your LORD, for 
« HIS Works are marvelous, and HE is 
“ plorious in his Holineſs.” 


r 


ASPASIO TO THERON. 


T is very probable, while I am reading youts, 

You are peruſing mine. But how unlike is my 
Friend, to the Repreſentation he receives! How un- 
like the ſatisfied, unſuſpeRing, chearful Abraham / 
Why this dejefed Air in your Temper? Why theſe 
penſive Strokes in your Letter * ?—Let me antici- 
pate your Reply, and make Anſwer to myſelf, —- 
This Gloom, I truſt, is a Sign of approaching 
Day. Juſt before the Morning Dawn, the noctur- 


nal Darkneſs is blackeſt. And juſt before the Ap- 
pearance 


* Theron's Letter is ſuppreſſed ; becauſe, a 2 Part 
of it, or what is much to the ſame Purpoſe, will occur in 
the following Dialogues. Where He opens his Con- 
ſcience, and diſcloſes * Scruples, Fears, and Diſtreſſes. 


8 


A 
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pearance of the SUN OF RIGHTEOUS. 
NESS, the alarmed Sinner's Diftreſs is frequently 
the deepeſt. I-promiſe myſelf, the Hour is at Hand, 
which will put off your Sackcloth, and gird You with 
Gladneſs. 

Another favourable Preſage is, That You take the 
direct and certain Way, to obtain ſubſtantial Com- 
fort. The Righteouſneſs of our LORD FESUS 
CHRIST, after which You inquire, about which 
You are ſolicitous, is a never-failing Source of 
Conſolation. Becauſe it acquits from all Sin; ſe- 
cures from all Condemnation ; and renders the Be- 
liever unblameable and unreprovable 'in the Sight 


of GOD. Therefore, ſays the HOLY GHOST, 


His Name is as Ointment poured forth eveh that 
divinely precious Name—by which He has been 
celebrate in the preceding Epiſtles ; by which he 
is diſtinguiſhed in the Scriptures of Truth; by 
which, I hope, He will be more and more les 
in my Theron's Mind- THE LORD OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS. The Diſcovery of 
Him under this moſt amiable and glorious Capaci- 
ty, will indeed be like breaking open a Vial of the 
richeſt Unguents. Which not only fill the Room, 
and regale the Senſe, with their delightful Fra- 
grance; but refreſh the Spirits, and rejoice the very 


Heart. — Might my Writing, or my Diſcourſe, 


be as the Alabafler-box to contain, to convey, and 
preſent theſe reviving Odours; how highly ſhould 
I think myſelf honoured, and how ſignally my En- 
deavours bleſſed ! | 


You alk, „How this Righteouſneſs of the Divine 


©*REDEEMER becomes ours? At is a Queſ- 
R 3 tion, 
Cant. i. 3. 
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tion, which I receive with the utmoſt | Pleaſure ; 
and, with equal Pleaſure, ſhall attempt an Anſwer. 
Or rather, as the SPIRIT of our GOD prompt- 
ed the firſt, may the ſame unerring GUIDE ſug- 
geſt the laſt b—This He has abundantly done by 
his Prophets and Apoſtles., So that I need only 
have recourſe to their Writings, and collect ſome 
of the Hints, which lie treaſured up in thoſe Store - 


| houſes of Wiſdom. | 
There We are often told of Union with CHRIST. 


Believers are ſaid to be in CHRIST“, and to be 
one with CHRIST +.—What is ſtill higher, and 
implies.a greater Degree of Nearneſs, They are 
Members of his Body, of his Fleſh, and of his Bones 1. 
And, which denotes the moſt intimate Connec- 
tion imaginable, They that are joined to the LORD 
FESUS, are one Spirit || with Him As theſe Ex- 


preſſions appear dark, and. their Senſe lies deep, it 
bas pleaſed our all-condeſcending INSTRUCTOR 


to illuſtrate them, by a Variety of ſignificant Types, 


and lively Similitudes. This Remark very oppor- 


tunely reminds me of an Engagement, which, ſome 


Time ago, I undertook to execute, but have hither- 
to omitted To make it evident, that the bleſſed 
Doctrine, for which We have been pleading, is de- 
ducible from ſeveral Scripture Images d. A ſhort Deſ- 
cant upon ſome of the principal, will, I hope, at 


once diſcharge my former Obligation, and ſatisfy 


your preſent Inquiry, 


This was ſhadowed forth by the coſtly, odorife- 
rous, flowing Unguent, poured upon Aaron's Head; 
which 

I 


Bol. i. 2. 1 Heb. ii. 11. t. Eph. v. zo. 
[| 1 Cor, vi. 17. $ See Vol, II. p. 353+ 
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aubich ran dawn upon his Beard, and Ueſcended to the 
Skirts * of his Clathing. So the Merits of our great 
HIGH-PRIEST are derived down to all the 
Faithful; even thoſe of the meaneſt Station in Life, 
and the loweſt Attainments in Religion, 

Was it not typefied by that inſtructive Viſion, 
which the Prophet Zechariah ſaw ? 1 have locked, and 
behold 1 A Candleflick all of Geld, with a Bowl upon 
the top of it, and his ſeven Lamps thereon, and ſeven 
Pipes to the ſeven Lamps, which were upon the Top 
thereof: And two Olive-trees by it, one upon the right 
Side of the Bowl, and the other upon the left Side there- 
of ; which, through two golden Pipes, empty the golden 
Oil out of themſelves +. The Bowl and the Lamps 
were a proper Emblem of Believers ; who are, by 
Nature, dry Veſſels, and deſtitute of all Good; 
yet ſhould ſhine as Lights, in the midſt of a crooked 
and perverſe Generation, — The Olive-trees, arrayed 


in Verdure, and abounding with Sap; always emp- 


tying themſelves, yet ever full; are a very juſt Re- 
preſentation of CHRIST, of his unchangeable 
Love, and his inexhauſtible Grace.—The golden 
Pipes, through which the Olive-branches tranſmit 


their Oil, ſeem to be figurative of Faith, in its 


R 4 various 


* Pal, cxxxiii. 2. What We render Skirts, is, in the | 


Original, not dip, but vwd, The Mouth, or, as 
- the Word is tranſlated (Fob xxx. 18.) The Collar of his 
Garments. It is hardly ſuppoſable, that the con ſecrat- 
ing Oil lowed down to the very Bottom of the ſacerdotal 
Veſtments. But We may eaſily imagine it reaching the 
upper Hem, or the Opening round the Neck; what the 
Greeks call wepilpayxmmo—This Senſe will ſufficiently pre- 
ſerve the Gradation ; The Head; the Beard; the Clothes. 
Which ſeem to denote CHRIST, his more advanced 
Saints, and Believers of a lower Claſs. 


+ Zech. iv, 2, 3, 12. 
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various and repeated Actings. By theſe Channels 
of Conveyance, the unſpeakable Benefits of a RE- 


DEEMER are communicated to our We: and 


repleniſh rhoſe empty Baſons. 
Another Type the Apoſtle mentions. The firſt 


Adam, He lays, was 4 Figure of Him that was to 


come x. So eminent a Figure, and correſponding in 
ſo many Inſtances, that He ſtyles our LORD FE- 
SUS the laſt Adam t. And why? Becaufe, like the 
firſt, He was a Covenant-head to his People, and tranſ- 
acted in their Stead, Were we made Sinners in 
Adam ? We are made righteous in CHRIST. Is 


Adam's Sin imputed to all bis natural Offspring > 


So is CARIST's Righteouſneſs to all his ſpiri- 
tual Seed. The Conſequences of both, render 
the Doctrine more intelligible, and the Truth more 
undeniable. All Men are judged, condemned, dead 1; 
doomed inevitably to the Death of the Body, and 
juſtly liable to the Death of the Soul, on the Score 


of Adam's Tranſgreſſion. All Believers are ac- 


quitted, juſtified, ſaved ;, faved from the firſt Death, 
and made Heirs of the Reſurrection ; ſaved from 
the ſecond Death, and intitled to Life eternal ; by 
virtue of CHRIST's Obedience. | 


This Union with CHRIST, was not only pre- 
figured by T ypes, but diſplayed by a Variety of Si- 
militudes, taken from the moſt familiar Occur- 
rences of Life, By which it appears to be our Di- 


vine MASTER's Will, that We ſhould live un- 


der the habitual Belief of this momentous Truth, 
and in the conſlant Enjoyment of this diſtinguiſhed 
Privilege. Vou cannot viſit a Friend, or view your 

Children 


Rom. v. 14. + 1 Cor. xv. 45. Rom. v. 
15, 16. _ Rom, v. 19, 21. 7 
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Children; You cannot enter your , Garden, diſ- 
courſe with your Spouſe, or contemplate your own 
Body, without a Repreſentation and a Remembran- 
cer of this precious Bleſſing. 

CHRIST fays to his Diſciples, Henceforth I cal 
You not Servants but Friends *. Friends are a ſecond 
Self +. St. Paul, ſpeaking of Onefimus, uſes this re- 
markable Phraſe, Receive Him, as Myſelf; and, 
which is ſtill more emphatical, Receive Him, that 
is mine own BowelsF. ls not CHRIST's Friend- 
ſhip of the moſt tender and exalted Kind? Is it not 
equal, is it not ſuperior, infinitely ſuperior to that 
of Paul for Oneſimus, or that of Fonathan for Da- 
vid? — Jonathan loved David as his own Soul. 
But CHRIST loved Sinners with a Love ftronger 
than Death, They were dearer to Him than his 
own ineſtimable Life. — Vonathan expoſed himſelf to 
imminent Danger, in vindicating David's Conduct, 
FESUS ſurrendered Himſelf to certain Death, in 
making Reconciliation for our Offences. — Jonathan 
interceded once and again with his Father in Da- 
vid's Behalf, CHRIST ever liveth, to plead his 
Blood, and make Interceſſion for Tranſgreffors.. 
Jonathan ſtripped Himſelf of the Robe that was upon 
Him, and gave it to David, and his Garment, even to 
his Sword, and his Bow, and his Girdle |]. Our RE- 
DEEMER, without ſtripping Himſelf has clothed 
Us (ſuch is the Prerogative of a Divine Perſon!) 
with the Robe of his Righteouſneſs, and with the 
Garment of his Salvation. He has conſigned over 
to Us all the Merit of his holy Life and propitiato- 


. 


ry Death. ys 
CHRIST 
John xv. 15. 
+ Horace calls his Priend Virgil, Anime Dimidium mee. 
t Philem. 12, 17. || 1 Sam. xviii. 4. 
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CHRIST ſtands related to his People, not as a 
Friend only, but as a Parent. He is called by a 
Prophet, THE EVERLASTING FATHER *; 
and we are ſaid, by an Apoſtle, to be his Children +. 
Children look upon / themſelves, as intereſted in 
the Wealth of their Parents, They expect, and 
not without reaſonable Ground, to reap Benefit 
from it, while the Parents live; and to become Poſ- 
ſeſſors of it, when they die. Accordingly the Fa- 
ther ſays in the Goſpel; Son, all that I have is 
_ thine t. — Since the high and holy IMMANUEL 
vouchſafes to be our FAT HER, can we ſuppoſe 
Him leſs generous than an earthly Parent? Or can 
We imagine that his Children ſhall have leſs to hope, 
than the Heirs of an earthly Progenitor ? May We 
not, ought We not to. regard all his communicable 
Goods, all the Benefits reſulting from his meritori- 
ous Sufferings and perfect Obedience, as our Por- 
tion ?—Eſpecially, ſince He is the Tz/ator || alſo; 
has bequeathed them to Us by Will; and, having 
ſubmitted to Death, they become legally ours, 

I am the VINE, ſays our LORD, 7+ are the 
Branches d. They who believe, are ingrafted into 
CHRIST. — Take notice of a Cyon. What are 
the Conſequences of its [ngrafture ? It is embodied 
with the Subſtance of the Tree, and partakes of its 
Fatneſs. The Sap, imbibed by the Root, circu- 
lates into it ; gives it vegetable Life; fills it with 
Buds, decks it with Bloſſoms, and loads it with 
Fruit, —If then we are one with CHRIST, as 
much as the Branch is one with the Stock, it ſhould - 
ſeem probable, even upon the Principles of com- 
mon Experience, that his a is ours, to en- 


lighten 
®* Iſai. vi. 9. + Heb. ii. 13. Luke xv. 31. 
| Heb. ix. 17. $ John xv. 5. 
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lighten Us; his Righteouſneſs is ours, to juſtify Us; ; 
his Spirit is ours, to ſanctify Us; his Redemption is 


ours, to make Us completely and eternally happy. - 


What ſeems probable from the Nature of Things, 
is rendered certain by the Word of Revelation. 
For thus faith our unerring Teacher; Of Him are 
Ye in CHRIST JESUS; Who of GOD is made 
unto Us Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanctification, and Re- 
demption. In CHRIST FESUS; here the Union is 
expreſſed. Then follows, and from thence flows, a 
Communion with Him in all his mediatorial Bleflings. 
CHRIST is united to his People by a Tie, 
cloſer and dearer than the parental. They are not 
only his Children, but his Spouſe, He is often 
called their Bridegroom, and is not aſhamed to avow 


the tender Engagement; I will betroth Thee to ME 


for ever. Yea, I will betroth Thee unto me in Rigbte- 
ouſneſs, and in Judgment, and in Loving- Kindneſs, and 
in Mercies, I will even betroth Thee unto Me in 
Faithfulneſs *. The condeſcending GOD multi- 
plies, diverſifies, accumulates his, Words. And 
this, with admirable Propriety, as well as ſur- 
paſſing Goodneſs, The Honour is ſo high, and 


the Favour ſo great, We ſhould hardly know how 


to believe it, and hardly venture to apply it. 
Leſt therefore by a ſingle Expreſſion, it ſhould 
not be ſufficiently eſtabliſhed, it ſtands ratified 
by repeated Aſſeverations, and with all the Ener- 
gy of Language. So that, be the Grace ever ſo 
aſtoniſhing, We are aſſured, the FaQ is equally 
certain! He that is ow. MAKER, is alſo our 
HUSBAND +. Let 


* Ho. ii. 19, 20. 
+ Ifai. liv. 5. Thy MAKER i, thy Babes the 
LORD of Hoſts is his Name; thy REDEEMER, the 


Holy One of Iſrael; the GOD of the whole Earth ball. 
| He 


5 


— 


% 


Let Us conſider what follows, upon ſuch an 
Union, We may take for an Example, the Caſe of 
3 . Boaz 


He be called. Wonderfully emphatical, and unſpeak- 
ably precious Words! Thy MAKER is thy Huſband. 
Left any, amazed at this Condeſcenfion and Grace, ſhould 
ſtagger through Unbelief, and attempt to qualify the 
Expreſſion; left a Suſpicion ſhould ariſe, that the Expreſ- 
ſion, thus connected, can never mean the Self-exiſtent, the 
eternal, infinite GOD; the Prophet explains Himſelf. 
The LORD of Hoſts is bis Name. He is no inferior or ſub- 


ordinate Perſon. He is none other than the ſupreme om- 


nipotent JEHOVAH; who does according to his 
Will, among the Armies of the Sky, and-the Reptiles of 
the Ground.—As this is a Doctrine of the laſt Impor- 
tance, the ſacred Writer pours greater Light upon it, 
and aſcertains it with greater Preciſion. The Holy One of 
Lfrael is his Name; poſſeſſed of all Holineſs, Perfection, 
and Glory; whom the Church in all Ages and Places, 
ae knowledge as the one adorable Object of their Worſhip, 
their Hope, their Faith.— To eſtabliſh, beyond all Con- 
tradiction, this moſt joyous and raviſhing Truth, it is 

fartler declared; The GOD, not of Mael only, but of 
the aubole Earth, and of all the Nations, Hall He be called. 


Yes; HE, who is the Huſband of his People, and loves 


them with the Complacency of a Bridegroom ; H E now 
is, and ſooner or later ſhall be recognized, as the fole Pro- 
prietor of the Univerſe. * As the Creator, Governor, 
and G OD, of ail Men, Creatures, and Things. 

Let the Reader, at his Liſure, compare the fore. 
going Text with thoſe Paſſages in the New Teſtament, 
which repreſent CHRIST, as the Bridegroom and 
Huſband of his Church. The Compariſon will yield a 
moſt delightful and inconteſtable Proof, that our SAVI- 
OUR is the LORD of Hefts, the Holy One of I/rael, ihe 


G OD if the whole Earth. A Truth, which ſhould never 


depart from our Minds; which ſhould be interwoven 
with all our Meditations on CHRIST. Since it 
gives much the fame Addition of Beauty, Dignity, and 
Glory, to the Privileges of the Goſpel and the whole 


Plan of Redemption; which the Light of the Sun gives 


to the Flowers of the Garden, the Proſpects of the Field, 
and the whole Face of Nature. See Jobs iii. 29. Reu. 
Xxi. 9. 2 Cor. xRxi. 3. 
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Boax and Ruth. Soon as their Nuptials were ſolem- 
nized, ſhe that was poor became rich: from a 
Gleaner in the Field, ſhe commenced Miftreſs of 
the Harveſt: and, from abiding by the Maidens, 
had a Seat at the Maſter's Table. —If we are united 
to CHRIST by a Marriage Contract, the ſame 
Effects take place. We that were poor, are rich 


In Him. We who had nothing, poſſeſs all Things 


in CHRIST. We that dwell in Duſt, are made 
to fit together with our exalted RUSBAND in 
heavenly Places *. | 

If you chooſe ſome modern Exemplification, 
what can be more pertinent, than the remarkable 
Inſtance of your Neighbour Arietta? She was late- 
ly left a Widow, by the diſſolute and extravagant 
Bellario. Her Circumſtances miſerably embarraſled,, 
and the Eſtate deeply mortgaged. Her Friends look- 

ed ſhy, and her e aer became clamorous. Scarce 
à2 Day paſſed, but / it made ſome new Diſcovery of 
Debts contracted by the Deceaſed. So that the 
Affairs of the Survivor appeared with a more melan- 
choly Aſpect, and in a leſs retrievable Condition. 
But, having won, firſt the Compaſſion, then the 
Affection, of the wealthy and illuſtrious Philander; 
how happily is the Face of Things altered ! All her 
Debts devolve upon Him, and all his Dignity is de- 


rived to Her 4, He ſtands reſponſible, for what- 
ever 


\ 


| * Eph. ii 6. 

+ Ubi Tu Caius, ibi Ego Caia, was the Reman Maxim. 
Agreeably to this Rule, which has obtained among all 
civilized Nations, the Scripture'calls the Church by the 
Name of her Huſband; and the divine Huſband by the 
Name of the Church, To denote that interchange- 
able Relation, and Communion of Intereſts, which re- 
ſult from ſuch a conjugal State. Compare Fer, xxiii. 
5. 6. with Jai. xlix. 3. and Fer. xxxiii. 15, 16. 
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ever ſhe owes; and She is a Sharer, in whatever 


He poſſeſſes. Though ruined by her late Huſband, 


She is more than reſtored by her preſent ; has 
Reaſon to rejoice in his Affluence, and to glory 


in his Honours. — Have not We alſo reaſon to 


rejoice in our heavenly B RIDE GRO OM? 
Since | a far more glorious Exchange ſubſiſts be- 
tween. Him and his myſtical Spouſe. He has 
bore the Curſe, that We may inherit the BIG 
ing. Sin was charged on Him, that Righteouſneſs 
might be imputed to Us. In a Word, He has 
ſuſtained our deplorable Miſeries, that He might 
impart to Us his unſearchable Treaſures.— Does 
the Law demand perfect Purity of Nature, and per- 
fe Obedience of Life? It muſt go to Him for Sa- 
tisfaction. Do We want Grace, and Glory, and 
every good Thing? We may look to Him for a 
Supply. To HIM, Theron, in whom it has pleaſed 
the FATHER, that all Fulneſs ſhould dwell *. 

If any Thing can expreſs an Union, more inti- 
mate and inſeparable than the conjugal, it is that of 


the Members with the Head. This Image is uſed. 


by the HOLY GHOST, to ſhadow forth the 
Connexion between CHRIST and the Faithful. 


He is the Head over all Things, with reſpect to Rule 


and Supremacy ; but a Head of Life, and Influence 
with reſpect to the Church +.— The Head and the 
Members conſtitute one natural Body; CHRIST 


and his Church compoſe one myſtical Body. What 


Kindneſs is done, what Injury is offered to the 
Members, the Head regards them as done to itſelf, 
Accordingly CHRIST ſays to the outrageous Saul, 
who made Havock of the Church; Saul, Saul, why 


perſecuteſt Thou MEH He declares concerning 
| | thoſe 


* Col. i. 19. + Eph. i. 22. f Ads ix. 4. 
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thoſe indigent | Chri/tians to whoſe Neceſſities We 
- adminiſter Relief; Jnaſmuch as Ye have done it unts 


them, Ye have done it unto ME *,— The Animal 
Spirits formed in the Head, are formed for the Bene- 
fit of the whole Body, and deſigned for the Uſe of 
all the Members, So the Righteouſneſs wrought 
by FESUS CHRIST, is wrought out for his whole 
myſtical Body, and intended for the Advantage of 
all his People; to be the conſtituent Cauſe of their 
Juſtification, and the meritorious Cauſe of their 


Salvation. 


Being then ſo nearly related, ſo cloſely united to 
the bleſſed FESUS, it is no wonder, that Be- 
lievers are now loved with the ſame fatherly Love, 
and will hereafter be Partakers of the ſame heaven- + 
ly Glory What might we not expect from the 
ever faithful REDEEMER, if He vouchſafed to 
acknowledge but one of theſe endearing Names? 
Since He has engaged Himſelf to Us by all the Ties 
of Affinity and Affection; may we not promiſe 
Ourſelves, and with the Aſſurance of Hope, every 
good Thing; Even all the Fulneſs of GOD {+ our 
Saviour, — Does not each of theſe tender Rela- 
tions, ſubſiſting between CHRIST and his Saints, 
imply an entire Property in one another, and a mu- 
tual Participation of all that belongs to either? If 
this is included in each ſeparately, how much more 
in all conjointly ? My Beloved is mine, and I am his. 
I dare not ſay, this is the Poeſy of the myſtical 
Ring. Leſt the Thought ſhould appear quaint, and 
below the Dignity of the Subject. But this ex- 
preſſes the Effect, the undoubted Effect of ſo en- 


riching, ſo ennobling, ſo divine an Union, 
How 


„ Matt xxv. 40. + John xvii. 22, 23. f Eph. iii. 19. 
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_  How-' pleaſing, yet how amazing the Thought! 

Shall We, who ſay to Corruption, Thou art my Fa- 
tber; and to the Worm, Thou ari my Mother and my 
Ciſter * : ſhall We be permitted to ſay, concerning 
the HEAD of all Principality and Power, Vie are 
Members of his Body, of his Fleſh, and of his Bones + ? 
— What a Mercy might We eſteem it, not to be 
confounded before a MAJESTY fo ſublime and 

magnificent! What a Favour to obtain the leaſt 
propitious Regard from the KING immortal and 
inviſible! What an Honour, to be admitted into his 
Family, and numbered among the Meaneſt of his 
Servants !—But to be his adopted Children; to be his 
eſpouſed Bride; to be the Members of his ſacred 
Body—To have HIM for our everlaſting Father, 
HIM for the Bridegroom of our Souls, HIM for 
our heavenly Head; who is the MAKER of all 


Worlds, and the SOVEREIGN of all Crea- 


tures! What Words can duly celebrate, what 
Heart can ſufficiently admire, the Condeſcenſion 

and the Love of our adorable FESUS? Or who 
can juſtly queſtion the Fruits of ſuch a F ellowſhip, 
and the Conſequences of ſuch an Union? Queſ- 
tion them! No, the Fruits are infallibly ſure, as 
the Privilege is inexpreſhbly great. 

Let me once apain introduce Dr, Lightfoot, as a 
great and venerable Witneſs of both theſe Truths. 
« Laban ſpake high, when He ſaid ; Theſe Children 
« are mine, and all theſe Things Thou ſeeft are mine. 
« But how high and glorious is that, which may 
“ be ſaid of a juſtified Perſon! All thou heareſt, of 
« CHRIST is thine; his Life is thine, his Death 
«. is thine, his Obedience, Merit, Spirit, all thine 4.” 
| —Ts 
* Job. xvii. 14. + Eph. v. 30. h 

See Dr. LieyTrooT's Works, Vol. II. p. 1077+ 
; 4 2 
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To: this let me join another Witneſs; whoſe 
Teſtimony, though more plain, is no leſs weighty. 
« Faith, ſays Luther, muſt be purely taught: name- 
« ly, that Thou art ſo entirely and nearly joined 
« to CHRIST, that He and Thou are made as it 
„ were one Perſon: ſo that thou mayeſt boldly ſay, 
« I am now one with CHRIST; that is to ſay, 
. © CHRIST's Righteouſneſs, Victory, and Life 

% are mine. And again, CHRIST may ſay, 1 
« am that Sinner, that is, his Sins and his Death 
are mine, becauſe. He is united and joined uns 
4 to Me and I unto Him *.“ Rich and important 
Words! Than which nothing can give Us a juſtet 
or fuller Explanation of the Apoſtle's Aſſertion, 
We are Partakers of CHRIST +. 


When ſome foreign Ladies, of the firſt Quality, ; 


paid a Viſit to Leonidas's Queen; the Talk turns 
ed upon their rich Clothes, their coftly Jewels, 
and fplendid Equipage. After they had ſeverally 
diſplayed their own Grandeur, they inquired after 
her Majeſty's Finery. What She had to diſtinguifh 
Her from the Vulgar ? — She replied; M illuſtrious 
| Huſband 1. — What elſe? My illuſtrious Huſband.— 
And as often as They repeated the ſame Queſtion, 
She returned the fame Anſwer.—Could this Queen 
fpeak of her royal Confort, in fuch admiring, re- 
. joicirig, ſelf-gratulating Terms? And fhall not 
vile Sinners look upon their REDEE MER— 
that moſt majeſtic, _— all- condeſcending Bride- 
Vor, III. ; groom ; 


* LuTHER upon Galat. + Heb. iii. 14. 
t The amiable and heroic Pant bea expreſſes Herſelf 


I much the ſame Manner, Cer her 3 Huſ- 
nd Abradates ; Tu tag yorys lies x80; 101 XE NOR. 
Cyropzd, Lib. VI. | 

| * 
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bi groom; who is full of Grace and Truth, full of — 
1 Merit and Righteouſneſy—ſhall not they much more Bo 
1 look upon HIM, as their Honour and their Joy; gar 
iF the Object of their Dependence, and the. Cauſe vf jet 
"I their Boaſting ? fort 
#4 You once mentioned Self- importance. I hope, ** 
Wl We have now renounced that ſpecious Abſurdity. you 
1 Have abjured that Idol of Jealouſy. It is as much 2. 
1 \ A Deluſion, as it is a Provocation. Nothing can v 
{ give Us any Importance, but the Work and Wor- Vie 
114 thineſs of CHRIST. — Without theſe, We are 1 4 
— deſpicable and abominable. Our Performances are glor 
"41 Vanity; our Perſons are Pollution; and both de- mig] 
| [ ſerve to be treated, like that infamous King of MO 
| 1 Iſrael, to whom the Prophet Eliſha declared; A. datic 
1 the LORD GOD of Hoſts liveth, before whom raiſe 
118 T fland, ſurely, were it not that I regard the Preſence. lovel 
. of Jehoſhaphat Xing of Judah, I would not look to- ſemb 
> ward thee, nor ſee thee *.—But the Work and Wor- ſprin 
h 4 thineſs of CHRIST, give Us Acceptance with GO 
4 GOD, and Dignity before his Angels. Theſe Ruin 
\ will afford Us Conſolation. on Earth, and procure Glad 
14 for Us Eſtimation in Heaven. Through theſe, Ther, 
We may lift up our Heads with Courage, at the ſplene 
Judgment-Seat; and may make our Appearance ve 
with Honour, amidſt the Inhabitants of Glory.— ſhall 
Let Us then exult, let Us triumph, in 'our heaven- our 4 
ly Bridegroom. Forſating all other Cauſes of Con- Love, 
fidence, let Us 4-ep our Hearts, our Affections, our derſta 
Thoughts, only to HI. W 
„I ſhould find it difficult, to refrain from the * of Ide 
ther Proſecution of ſo engaging a Topic, did I not leges 

purpoſe to wait upon my Theron very ſpeedily. Then 

wad I ſhall 
TY 


* 2 Kings iii. 14. 


— 
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I ſhall have an opportunity of pouring into his 
Boſom all the Fulneſs of my Heart, with re- 


gard to this delightful Subject.— In the mean time, 


let me exhort my dear Friend, to be of good Com- 
fort.  Heavineſs 


you complain, may be the Fore-runner of ſpiritual 
and eternal Conſolation. 

While I am writing, there appears full in my 
View, one of the fineſt Rainbows, I ever beheld. 
It compaſſeth the Heaven with a glorious Circle; fo 
glorious, that it is no Diſparagement of the Al- 
mighty CREATOR, to ſay, the Hands of the 
MOST H 1G H have bended it +.—On what Foun- 


dation, would I aſk, is that ſtately and beautiful Arch. 


raiſed? From what Source, do all its radiant and 
lovely Colours ſpring ? It is raiſed on a gloomy, Ale 
ſemblage of Vapours; and all its rich Tinctures 
ſpring from a louring Cloud. — Thus does the bleſſed 
GOD, on a Convittion of Guilt and a Senſe of 
Ruin, ſpread Faith, imprint Holineſs, and diffuſe 
Gladneſs. May all theſe, ere long, ariſe in my 
Theron's Breaſt ! And each be—bright, as that re- 
ſplendent Bow—1afting, as the Sun that creates it! 
Yes; it is the ardent Wiſh of my Soul, and 
ſhall be my frequent Prayer to GOD, That both 
our Hearts may be comforted, being knit together in 
Love, unto all Riches of the full Aſſurance of Un- 
derſtanding 1, in this great Myſtery of Godlineſs. 
— What Vigour of Expreſſion, what Exuberance 
of Ideas, and, above all, what diſtinguiſhed Privi- 


| leges are Here ¶ urance Full Aſlurance—Riches 


S 2 of 


* Pſal, xxx. 5. + Ecclus, xliii. 12. 1 Col. ii. 2, 


may endure for a Night, but Jay 
cometh in the Morning *. This Sorrow of which 


* 
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of the full Aſſurance 4 Riches of the full Aſſu- 
rance of Uuderſtanding in reference to our Union 
with CHRIST, and its unutterably precious Ef- 


fects Can the Orator expreſs more? Can the 


Sinner defire more? Can the Saint, I had almoſt 
ſaid, can the Archangel enjoy more ? — May this be 
the Portion of my dear Theron, and of 


His ever faithful 


ASPASIO, 


DI As 
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SPASIO' had taken Leave of his Friend 
Camillus, and was come to reviſit Theron. 
Whoſe Thoughts ſeemed to be in a State 
of much Fluctuation, and no ſmall Anxiety. Hoping, 
that ſome proper Converſation on. the Grace and 
Privileges of the Goſpel, might compoſe and comfort 
his Mind. Might, while his Heart was ſoftened by, 
humbling Convictions, fix the Stamp of genuine 


Chriſtianity ; and deliver his whole Soul into the. 


Mould of * evangelical Religion. 


When Sorrow wounds the Breaſt, as Ploughs the Glebe, 
And Hearts obdurate feel her ſoft ning Show'r, 

Her ſeed celgſtial then glad Wiſdom ſows : 

Her golden Harveſts triumph in the Soil t. 


8 3 He 


*. Deliver into the Mould--This is the literal Tranſla- 
tion, and exact Senſe of St. Paws Phraſe ; Ei ov wapsdu- 
Oils Tumor Mayne, Rom: vi. 17.— Which, as it contains a 
beautiful Alluſion, conveys alſo a very inftrutive Aamonition. 
Intimating, that our Minds, all pliant and ductile, ſnould 


be conformed to the Precepts of the Goſpel, as liquid 


Metals take the Figure of ſome elegant Mould, into 
which they are caſt. 5 


+ Night-Thoughts, « 
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He arrived pretty late in the Evening: and, be- 
ing ſomewhat weary with the Journey, ſoon with- 
drew to his Repoſe, The next Morning, as Theron 
walked abroad, to taſte . the cool Delights of the 
Dawn; He was agreeably ſurpriſed, by meeting 

Aſo. 

Ther. So ſoon awake, my worthy Friend! And 
after ſo much Fatigue on the preceding Day !— I 
had not the leaſt Expectation of your Company, 
till Breakfaſt, Then indeed I promiſed myſelf a 
double Regale — The Refreſhments exhiþited on 
the Table; and thoſe wholeſome Words of our 
LORD FESUS CHRIST, which, more pre- 
cious than Manna, drop— 

Aſp. How, Theron /—Have You. alſo learnt thoſe 
ſoothing Arts, which poliſh the Speech, to deprave 


our Sentiments? Could I have ſuſpected the in- 


chanting Wiles of Flattery, from my ſincere, my 
tried, my boſom Friend?  _ 

Ther. Your Friend is till ſincere, and his Words 
are very remote from Flattery.— How welcome to 
the wind-bound Mariner, weary with Expectation, 


and ſick with Diſappointments, is the Viſit of a 


propitious Gale ! How welcome to the Fields, parch- 
ed with Drought, and gaſping for Moiſture, are co- 
pious Showers of Rain! How acceptable to the 
Hfraelites, traveling through the inhoſpitable - De- 
ſart, and pining for want of the Fruits of the Earth, 
was the migaculous Supply of heavenly Bread! — 
Yet, neither propitious Gales to the wind-bound 
Mariner, nor copious Showers to the thirſty Soil, 
nor heavenly Bread to the famiſhed Iſraelites, could 
be more welcome to each reſpectively, or to 


® 1 Tim. vi. 3. 


Prac̃ti. 


perfect 
go lam 
this C 
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all jointly, than your late Converſation, and later 
Correſpondence, to my anxious Soul. | 

Aſp. Why, I thought, you looked upon my No- 
tions as chimerical! Is Theron alſo become credu- 
lous? Like one of us. weak-headed Believers? — 
Has He quitted the Strong-holds of Reaſon? Is 
He vanguiſhed by the Sling-ſtore of Faith? Or can 
He ſubmit to this ſtrange Method of Salvation, by 
embracing the Righteouſneſs, and relying on the 
Obedience of Another ? | 

Ther. I find, my Reaſon was a feeble Guide; or 
I myſelf not faithful to its genuine Dictates. I was 
blinded with Prejudice, I was intoxicated with 
Pride. A vain Conceit of my moral Powers, be- 
trayed me, as I fear it has betrayed many, into a 


Contempt of the evangelical Righteouſneſs. —L held; 


what I thought an Honour to human Nature, I 
now retract my Opinion.—I now perceive, that as 
my natural Light could not diſcover the Way, nei- 
ther can my perſonal Obedience put me in Poſſeſſion, 
of Life and Salvation. No more Banter, Apaſia: 
— Have done: — I am ſerious, and very much in 
earneſt. So much in earneft, that if all my Ac- 
quaintance. of the Phariſaical Turn, or if all my 


Brothers of the Smile, ſhould rally me on the Sub- 


jet; I would frankly acknowledge my Error, and 
as freely ſign my Recantation, 

Ap. My dear Theron, I applaud your Reſolution, 
You have no more Cauſe to be aſhamed of ſuch 4 
Practice, than Philip had to be aſhamed of the Im- 

perfection in his Limbs, When, being obſervedt 
go lanie, with a Wound received in Battle, he had 
this Conſolation ſuggeſted by one of his Courtiers: 


4 Never Bluſh, my royal Sir, for a Deſect, which 
. 8 4 puts 


C 
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„puts You in mind of your Yalour, every Step You 
take. To ſacrifice our Prejudices in the Search 
of Truth, is no leſs honoutable, than to be marked 
with a Scar, in the Defence of our Country. And 
never ſurely was any Prejudice greater than that, 
which pretends, by perſonal Virtue and Morality, 


ta ſuperſede the Neceſſity of imputed Righteouſ- 


neſs, A 
I beg Pardon for my Pleaſantry. Since You are 


ſo very ſerious, a gay Air was quite unſeaſonable.—- 
You cannot often complain, that I am guilty of this 
Fault. Nor can you eaſily imagine, the Satisfaction 
I ſhall enjoy; if, either my Letters, or my Diſcourſe, 
have adminiſtered any Advantage to my Friend, I 
ſhall note it down, among the diſtinguiſhed Bleſ- 
fings of my Life; and have an additional Obligati- 
on, to love the beneficent AUTHOR of all Good, 

But, as I cannot be a furtherer of your Happineſs, 
without the greateſt Delight; ſo I cannot be a Wit- 
neſs: of your Solicitude, without a painful Regret, 
You muſt therefore permit me to aſk the Cauſe of 
that unuſual Yehemence, which I obſerve in your 
Speech ; and that deep- Concern, which I read in your 
Countenance, 

Ther. I have been conſidering very attentively, 
What is the preſent State, and what is likely to bg 
the final Condition of my Soul. 

— — My Hopes and Fears 
"Move up alarm'd ; and oer Life's narrow Verge. 
Look dotun on what ? A fathomleſs 45 
A vaſt Eternity ! 


My Sins, at the ſame Time, like an armed Hoſt, 


are ſet in dreadful Array, and ſurround me on every 
Side, — Juſlice, like an injured* and incenſed Foe, 
unſheaths 


tering 
You | 
by ma 
the M 
Stores 
with 1 


gloſſy 
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unſheaths the Sword, and makes a loud Demand for 
Vengeance. —No Righteouſneſs of my own preſents 
itſelf, no Righteouſneſs from the Works of the 
Law, to which I may fly for Refuge. The Method 
of Salvation, in which I formerly confided, 'is a 
Bridge broken down ; and leaves me, without affording 
any Poſſibility of Eſcape, abandoned to the ap- 
. proaching Enemy. 

To a Perſon in ſuch deplorable chmee 
how reviving, how delightful, is the very Thought 
of being intereſted in the great REDEEMER's 
Righteouſneſs !—I don't wonder now at a Saying of 
Luther's; which I have ſometimes exploded, as 
ſtrangely extravagant: That, upon the Diſcovery 
of this glorious Righteouſneſs, the Gates of Pa- 


$ radiſe ſeemed to fly open before Him, and the 


cc Dawn of Heaven was all in view.“ 


\ 
Talking in this manner, they came to an elevated 


Terrace, Which, about an Hour before, had been 


ſhaved by the, Scythe, and emitted all the Freſhneſs 
of new-mown Herbage.— On one Side, a fine Cham- 
| paign Country ſtretched its wide Dimenſions. —On 
the other, a Flower- Garden exhibited the laſt Orna- 
ments of the Year. Here You might ſtill ſee the 
tufted Vermilion, and the full-blown Ivory, glit- 
tering through Spangles of liquid Cryſtal. — There, 


You might trace the Footſteps of the early Cattle, 


by many a recent Print on the dewy Lawn.—On 
the Walls and Eſpaliers, Autumn had ſpread her 
Stores; and was beginning to beautify their Rinds 
with many a ruddy Streak, or to breathe over their 


gloſſy Skins her delicate and inimitable Bloom, 7 
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Aſp. See, faid Apaſio, the Wiſdom and Benignity, 


which, in amiable and inſeparable Conjunction, dif- 


play themſelves through the whole Oeconomy of the 
Univerſe! GOD has made every Thing beautiful in his 
Time ; every Thing ſerviceable in its Place. A 


little while ago, the flowery Meads delighted our 


Eyes, and the melodious Birds charmed our Ears, 
Now, the taſteful Fruits are preparing their Dainties; 
and preſenting Us with a Collation, to regale our 
Palate.—The whole Earth, and all the Seaſons, are 


rich with our CREAT OR's Goodneſs, Vea, 


the whole Earth, and all that repleniſhes it, all that 
ſurrounds it, are full of his Preſence, HE it is, who 


Warms in the Sun, refreſhes in the Breeze, 
Glows in the Stars, and bloſſoms in the Trees; 
Lives through all Life, extends through all extent, 


Spreads undivided, operates unſpent +. 


An habitual Belief of this Truth, gives Nature 
her lovelieſt Aſpect, and lends her the moſt con- 
ſummate Power to pleaſe. The Breath of Violets, 
and the Bluſh of Roſes; the Muſic of the Woods, 
and the Meanders of the Stream; the aſpiring Hill, 


the extended Plain, and all the Decorations of the 


Landſcape ; then appear in their higheſt Attrac- 
tives; then touch the Soul with the moſt refined 
Satisfaction; when GOD is ſeen—when GOD 
is heard-and GOD enjoyed in all. 
Is Theron loſt in Thought, and de- 


ive of Speech? Is He alone ſilent, while all 


Things ſpeak their MAKER's Praiſe ?—Does 


Faith in the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST throw 
a Shade over the Works of Creation? Does it not 
heighten 


* Ecclef, iii. 11. + Poes's Eth, Epiſt, 
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heighten their Beauties, and inliven their Graces? 
It does; and to ſuch a Degree, that the religious 
is the only true Philoſopher; nor can the Pleaſures 
of Imagination ever acquire their proper Reliſh, till 
they are ripened by the Exerciſe of Devotion.— - 
With this View then, ſince my Friend forbears, let 
me attempt to ſpeak: not to increaſe his Know- 
. ledge, but to beget Faith, and cultivate Devotion 
in Us both. Oe 

The ſpacious Canopy * over our Heads, is paint- 
ed with Blue; and the ample Carpet under our 
Feet, is tinged with Green. Theſe Colours, by 
their ſoft and chearing Qualities, yield a perpetual 
Refreſhment to the Eye f. Whereas, had the 
Face of Nature gliſtered with White, or glowed 
with Scarlet; ſuch ardent and dazzling Hues would, 
inſtead of exhilarating, have fatigued the Sight.— 
Beſides ; as the ſeveral brighter Colours are inter- 
ſperſed, and form the Pidtlures in this magnificent 
Piece; the Green. and Blue conſtitute an admira- 
| ble 


* What Aſpaſſs calls the Canopy, Laiab deſcribes by 
p12 which We tranſlate as 4 Curtain; but the exact 
Signification is, Sicut tenue, wel tenuiffimum quid ; Like 
ſome finely attenuated Expanſe. Not like the Curtains 
or the Covering of the Tabernacle, which were Goats 
Hair and Badgers Skins, ſhaggy and coarſe. Bat like 
ſome wery fine Membrane, ſmooth. and elegant, nicely 
poliſhed and inimitably delicate. Than which Compa- 
riſon nothing can more perfectly correſpond with the 


Aſpect of the Sky. 1/ai. xl. 22. 


— Gay Green, 
Thou ſmiling Nature's univerſal Robe l 
United Light and Shade ! Where the Sight dwells, 
With growing Strength, and ever-new Delight. 

I | ; Tro0M50N*s Springs 


\ 
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ble Ground, which ſhews them all to the utmoſt 
Advantage. To render this fine Ground ſtill 
more agreeable, it is is diverſified, the Green eſpeci- 
ally, by a Multitude of intermediate Kinds. From 
the deepeſt Verdure, which borders upon Black, 


even to the paleſt, which makes a near Approach to 


Grey. 5 

Had the Air been more humid and conſiderably 
thicker, it would have dimmed the Rays of the Sun, 
and darkened the chearful Day. The Lungs of all 
terreſtrial Animals, had been clogged in their vital 
Functions. Men had been ſuffocated, without 
the ſtrangling Nooſe; or drowned, without the 
over-whelming Flood, Was it ſeveral Degrees 
more thin and ſubtilized, Birds would not be able 
to wing their Way through the Firmament; nor 
could the Clouds be ſuſtained, in ſo attenuated an 
Atmoſphere, It would want that balmy Softneſs, 
which continually feeds the Lamp of Life. It would 
even elude the Organs of Reſpiration; and We 


ſhould gaſp for Breath, with as much Difficulty, 


with as little Succeſs, as Fiſhes haled from their 


native Element. 


The Grownd alſo is wrought into the moſt proper 
Temperature. Was it of a firmer Conſiſtence, it 
would be impenetrable to the Plough, and un- 
manageable by the Spade. Was it of a /axer Com- 

| poſition, 


* If the Reader has Patience to go through the fol- 
lowing Eſſay, He will find it, in the Iſſue, not altoge · 
ther foreign to the main Subject.— If He pleaſes to con- 
ſider it, as a kind of practical Comment, on that lovely 
Celebration of providential Goodneſs, His tender Mexcies 
are over. all bis Works—This may poſſibly alleviate the 


| Toil of peruſing, and reconcile Him te the Length of 


the Deſcant. 
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poſition, it would be incapable of ſupporting its 
own Furniture. The light Mold would be ſwept 
away by whirling Winds; or the oozy Glebe ſoak- 
ed into Sloughs by the deſcending Rains, —Becauſe, 


every Situation ſuits not every Plant; but that 


which. is a Nurſe to one, often proves a Step-mo- 
ther to others; therefore, the Qualities of 'the Earth 
are ſo abundantly diverſified, as properly to accom- 
modate every Species of Vegetation, We have a 
Variety of intermediate Soils, from the hh diſ- 
jointed Sand, to the Ai coheſive Clay: from the 
rough Projections of the craggy Cliff, to the ſoftly 
ſwelling Bed of the ſmooth Parterre. 

The Sea carries equal Evidences of a moſt wiſe 


and gracious Ordination. Was it larger, We ſhould _ 


want Land for the Purpoſes of Paſturage, and the 
Operations of Huſbandry. We ſhould be deftitute 
of ſufficient Room for Mines and Foreſts ; our ſub- 
terranean Warehouſes, and our aerial Timber- 


Yards.—Was it ſmaller, it would not be capable 


of recruiting the Sky, with a proper Quantity of 
vaporous Exhalations ; nor of ſupplying the Earth 
with the neceſſary Quota of fructifying Showers. 


Do We not diſcern very apparent Strokes of Skill, 


and the moſt pregnant Proofs of Goodneſs, in each 


individual Object? In the various Tenants of the 
Globe, and the ſeveral Appurtenances of this great 
Dwelling? —It is needleſs to expatiate upon the 
more eminent and conſpicuous Beauties; all that 
Hines in the Heavens, and all that ſmiles on the 
Earth, Theſe ſpeak to every Ear, theſe ſhew to 
every Eye, the adorable Munificence of their 


MAKER, - It is needleſs to launch into the 
Praiſes 
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Praiſes of the Valleys, delicately clothed with Her- 
bage; or of the Fields, richly repleniſhed with 
Corn. Even the ragged Rocks, which frown over 
the Flood; the caverned Quarries, which yawn 
amidſt the Land; together with the Mountains, 
thoſe ſhapeleſs and enormous; Protuberances, which 
ſeem to load the Ground, and incumber the Skies; 
even theſe contribute their Share, to increaſe the 
general Pleaſure, and augment the general Uſeful- 
neſs. They variegate the Proſpect; raiſe an agree- 
able Horror in the Beholder; and inſpire his Breaſt 
with a religious Awe. They add new Charms to 
the wide Level of our Plains; and ſhelter, like a 


Screen, the warm Lap of our Vales. 


We are delighted with the ſolemn Gloom, and 
magnificent Aſpect of the Foreſt, One, who ſaw 
the Cedars of Lebanon, was tranſported with Admi- 
ration, at their ample Trunks, and towering Heads; 
their diffuſive Spread, and verdant Grandeur. Com- 
pared with which, the ſtately Elm is but a Reed; 

and the branching Oak a mere Shrub *.—Was our 
Sight qualified for the Search, We ſhould. diſcover a 
Symmetry and a Dignity, altogether as perfect, and 


far more wonderful, in thoſe Groves of 


Moſs t, 


which 


«: * Mr. Maundrel tells Us, He meaſured one of the 
Cedars of Lebanon, and found it fix and thirty Feet 
« and ſix Inches thick; its Branches ſpread an hundred 
« and eleven Feet; its Trunk from the Ground was 
about ſixteen Feet, and then divided into five Branches, 


« each of which would make a large Tree.” 


+ See, for a Proof of this Remark, the Explanation. 
entertain- 


of the tenth Plate, in that very curious, ve 


ing, and no leſs inſtructive Piece, intitled Micrographia 
Reftaurata.— Where our Author compares the Size of 
this little Vegetable, with the Dimenſions of thoſe vaſt 


Trees, 
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which adhere to the rude Stone. We ſhould con- 
template, with greater Surpriſe, if not with greater 
Rapture, thoſe diminutive Plantations; which 
ſtrike their haſty Roots in the mouldy ConfeQion, 
or wave their cyrious Umbrage over the periſhed 
Pickle *. EN 

Who is not charmed with the Vine, and its ge- 
+ nerous warming Juices? With the Melon, and its 
delicious cooling Pulp? Yet, were all our Trees to 
produce Fruits of ſuch exalted Qualities, or of ſuch 
an agreeable Reliſh, what would become of the 
Birds! How ſmall a Scantling of ſuch choice De- 
licacies, would voracious Man reſign to their En- 
joyment ?—That Proviſion may be made for the 


meaneſt Vagrant of the Air, as well as for the moſt 


renowned Sovereign of a Nation; there is, in all 


Places, a large Growth of Shrubs, covered annu- 


ally with a Harveſt of coarſe and hardy Berries. So 
coarſe in theit Taſte, that they are unworthy of the 
Acceptance 


Trees, which grow in the vigorous Climates of Guinea 
and Brazil, The Trunks of which are, according to 
the Report of Travelers, twenty Feet in Diameter, 
Whereas, the Body of this minute Plant, meaſures no 
more than the ſixtieth Part of an Inch. The Thickneſs 
of the former, exceeding that of the latter, 2,985,984 
Millions of Times.—So prodigiouſly various are the 
Works of the CREATOR. 


* That whitiſh kind of Down, which ſhags the putre- 
fying Pickle; which incruſts the Surface of ſome cor- 
rupted Liquors ; and conſtitutes what we call Mouldine/+ ; 
is really a Cluſter of little Plants. Each has a Root and 


a Stalk : Each ſpreads its Branches, and produces Seed 


in Abundance. 


Radice/ſque ſuas habet, exhilemgue Coronam, 
Fronde/que, Frufumgue gerit, velut ardua Quercus, 


5 
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Acceptance of Man: ſo hardy in their Make, that 


they endure the extremeſt Severities of the Wea- 


ther ; and furniſh the feathered Tribe with a ſtand- 
ing Repaſt, amidſt all the Deſolations of Winter. 
The Fir, with her ſilver Bark, and ſhapely Cone; 
the Beech *, with her quivering Leaves and em- 
bowering Shade; are ſtately Decorations. of our 
rural Seats, But, if there were no intangling Thich- 
ets; no prickly Thorns, where would the Farmer 
procure Fences, ſo cloſely wattled, or fo ſtrongly 
armed +?- How could He guard the Scene of his 
Labours, or ſecure his vegetable Wealth, from the 
i Flocks 


'* The Fir, the Beech, and ſuch like Trees, are called 
in Hebrew, 555113 Wai. vii. 19. Which Word is ren- 
dered, but I think very improperly, Buſes. It rather 
fignifies the grand and moſt admired Plants. It is intended 
as a Contraſt to the coarſe and deſpicable Thorns, men- 
tioned in the preceding Clauſe. And both taken tope- 
ther expreſs all Sorts of Trees, from the towering Cedar 
to the groveling Shrub. ; 

+ Something to this Purpoſe is hinted in the Prophecy 
of T/aiah, by rw wow r Terriculamentum Sentium 
& Yeprium : There ſhall not come thither, the Terror of 
Thorns and Briars. Meaning thoſe ſharp and ragged 
Mounds, with which Vineyards, Corn-fields, and other 
cultivated Spots, were uſually incloſed. Which deterred 
the moſt adventurous Cattle from forcing, or attempt- 
| Ing to force, a Paſſage,«<The Words are ſomewhat 
obſcure, and have been greatly miſunderſtood, Bat, 
thus interpreted, they afford an eaſy Senſe. They 
perfectly coincide with the Context, which fortels and 
deſcribes an univerſal Deſolation. ** Places, formerly 
«« fenced about with Abundance of Care, fhall lie ex- 
«© poſed to every wandering and every miſchievots Foot. 
6 Tillage ſhall be diſcontinued ; and the whole Country 
«« degenerate into a confuſed, diſorderly Waſte ; with- 
«© out Either the Diſtributions 7 Property, or the Im- 
% provements of Induſtry.” Jai. vii. 25. Vid. VI- 
TRING, in loc, FER ; 
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Flocks and the Herds? Thoſe roving Plunderers, 
which accede to no Treaty, but that of forcible - 
Reſtraint; ſubmit; to no Laws, but mw of the 
coercive Kind, * | 
Moſt People are fond of the Purſlane s fleſhy 
Leaves, and the ramified Fatneſs of the Brocoli : i 
the Potato's mealy Orbs, and the Lentile's ſuc- © | 
culent Pods. We ſpare no Toil, We grudge no 
Expence, to have. them flouriſh in our Gardens, 
and: ſerved up at our Tables.—But- there are innu- 
merable Herbs, which paſs under the contemptible 
Character of Mead; and yet are altogether as de- ! 
ſirable to many Claſſes. of Creatures, as theſe culi- 1 
nary Gifts to Mankind. Who ſhall be at the Pains 
to plant, to water, to cultivate, ſuch deſpicable | 
Productions? Man would rather extirpate, than 1 
propagate, theſe Incumbrances of his Acres. There- 
fore Providence youchſafes to be their Gardenęr. 
Providence has wrought off their Seeds int8# ſuch a 
Lightneſs of Subſtance, that they are carried abroad 
with the Undulations of the Air, Or, if too heavy — 1 
to be wafted by the Breeze, they are faſtened to [i 
Wings of Down, which facilitate their Flight. 
Or elſe, are incloſed in a ſpringy Caſe; which, . 
forcibly burſting, ſhoots and ſpreads them on every 
Side. —By ſome ſuch means, the reproducing Prin- 
ciple is diſſeminated; the univerſal Granary is 
filled; and the Under Board furniſhed. The 
buzzing Inſect, and the creeping Worm, have each 
his Bill of Fare. Each enjoys a never-failing Treat, 
equivalent to our fineſt Veniſon, or to the Fat 
of Kidneys of Wheat . I 


| 
} 
. 
1 
; 
- 


As 


* The Fat of Kidneys of Wheat, Deut. xxxii. 14. A 
Sentence, rich with Elegance! Such as would have 
Vor. III. * . ſhone 


\ 
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As the Seeds of ſome Plants are moſt artfully 
ſcattered abroad; when yipe; the Seeds of others are 
moſt carefully guarded, till they come to Maturity ; 
and, by both Contrivances, every Species is not 


barely preſerved, but in a manner 'eternized, Some 


are lodged in the Center of a large Pulp; which is, 
at once, their Defence, and their Nouriſhment. 


This Wa fig exkmplißed in the taſtefub Apple, 


and the juiey Pear. Some, beſides the ſurrounding 
Pulp, are ineloſed in a thick Shell, hard and im- 
penetrable as Stone. We cannot pluek and eat one 
of thoſe downy / Nea ches, or incrimſoned Nectarines, 
which ſo beautifully emboſs the Wall, without find- 
ipg a Proof of: this Ptocaution. Caſt your Eye upon 
the Walnuts, which ſtud the Branches of that ſpread- 
ing Tree. Before theſe are gathered, the Inereaſe of 
the Cold, and the Emptineſs of the Gardens, will 
ſharpen the Appetite of the Birds. To ſeeure the 


me Kernel from the Depredations of their bufy 


aſſailing Bills, it is fortified with a ftrong Incliſure of 

Wood, and with the Addition of a afl bitter 

Ring. ot 

If Graſi was as 29 ſtares SiG es) Lily; or as 

difficultly: raiſed as the delicate Tubetroſes; how 

e We enen Millions of 
| Quadrupeds 


| hone in Pingar, or been admired: b y Longinuc. Yet, 1 


believe, its ptincipal Beaut po le in an Alluſion to a 
remarkable Jews/b' Rite. It every Sacrifice, the Fat of 
on: Kjdneys was, as the moſt delicious Part of the 

igim,, 1et, apart for G ON), and; conſumed on his 
Altar. Here, eten the common People were treated 
like the DEITY, They lay under no Reſtraint, either 
from the divine Prohibition, or the Scarcity of the 


Grain. But were copiouſly ſupplied, and freely regaled 


themſelves with the choice fine/t Part of this ſirſt and beſt 
of Vegetables. 
4 


22e 
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'Quadrupeds. periſh with Faniine! Since all the Cat- 
-tle owe their chief Subſiſtence to this Vegetable, by 


a fingulat Beneficence in the Divine Oeconomy, it 
waiteth:mt; like the Corn- field and the Garden bed, 


the annual Labours of Man *®, When once 


ſown; though ever ſo frequently cropped, it revives 


with the returning Spring, and flouriſhes in a kind of 


perennial Verdure. It covers our Meadows; dif- 
fuſes itſelf over our Plains; ſprings up in every 
Glade of the Foreſt; and ſpreads 5 Side-board in 
the moſt ſequeſtred Nook. 

Since” the Nutriment of Vegetables themſelves, 
lies hid under the Soil, or floats: up and down in the 
Air: beneath, they plunge their Roots into the 
Ground, and diſperſe every Way their fihrous Suck 
ers, to explore the latent, and attract the proper 
Nouriffiment: above, they expand a Multitude of 
Leaves +, which; like ſo many open Mouths; catch 
the Rains as they fall; imbibe the Dews as they 
diſtil; and tranſmit them through their nice Ori- 
fees, to the eee bag er eps 
the Fruit. | 


1 have touched upon +he — Creation; and 
de but the Care of a condeſcending Providence, 


exerciſed over theſe loweſt Formations of Nature.— 


The animal World, Theron, falls to your Share. 
It is yours, to deſcant upon thoſe higher Orders of 
Exiſtence: yours, to ſhew Us the Goodneſs of 
GOD, extending its indulgent Regards to them, 

| x their 


Mic. v. 


7. | 
-++ Job very beautifully refers totheſe two Sources 


of vegetable Fertility; My Root aua ſpread out by the 
Waters, and the Dew lay all Night upon my Branch; Job 


xxix. 19. 
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their Welfare, and all their Intereſts. - And bow | 


pleaſing a Speculation' muſt” it be, to conſider the 
univerſal Parent, ſpreading the Wings of his Be- 
nevolence, wide 'as the Arches of Heaven, over 
the immenſe Houſhold of his Creatures Che- 
riſhing all the Families of Earth, and Air and 
Skies, as tenderly, as officiouſly, as the Hen “ 
cheriſhes her infant Brood, when ſhe opens to them 


| her warm Boſom, and covers them with her ſoft 


vital Down. 

Ther, The Subject i is in * Hands. Let Part 
the ſecond be of the ſame Strain with Part the fir/t, 
and there will be no Occaſion to wiſh for a new 
Speaker. As to myſelf I have very little-Inclination 

to talk. But I have an Lar op and attentive to 
your Diſcourſe. - 

| Aſp." You put me in mind of the Philoſopher, 
who preſumed to read a Lecture on the Art of War, 
in the Preſence of Hannibal. But his Impertinence 
was voluntary, mine is conſtrained. Since You in- 
join me this Office, let Us paſs from the vegetable, 
to the animal World. Here We ſhall not find any 


Tribe, nor any Individual neglected. The ſupe- 


rior Claſſes want no Demonſtration of their excel- 
lent Accompliſhments. At the firſt Glimpſe, they 
challenge our Approbation; they command our Ap- 


plauſe. Even the more ignoble Forms of animated 


Exiſtence, are moſt wiſely n and moſt 


liberally accommodated. 
| They 


* This ſeems to be the Image, to which the Pſalmiſt 
alludes, P/al. cxlv. 9. This is the expreſs Repreſenta- 
tion, which our SAVIOUR uſes. Matt. xxiii. 37. 
And a moſt amiable Image, as well as a moſt pictureſque 


Repreſentation, it is. 


tinue | 
as, thi 
ſelves | 
tended 
Advar 
exiſted 
of her 
Maſtif 
fence. 

ble T. 
dons h 
much: 


Tuey generate in that particular Seaſon, which 
is ſure to ſupply them with a Stock of Proviſion, 


ſufficient both for themſelves, and their increaſing 


Families. — The Birds lay their Eggs, and hatch 
their Voung, when Myriads of ne w- born, tender 
Inſects ſwarm on every Side. So that the Caterers, 
whether they be the male or female Parents, need 
only to alight on the Ground, or make a little Ex- 
curſion into the Air; and they meet with a' Feaſt 
ready dreſt, and all at free Coſt, for the clamant 
Mouths at home.—lf the Sheep are an Exception 
to this Rule, it is becauſe they are configned over 
to the Maintenance and Protection of Man. Be- 


cauſe; they are tame and will admit, ate valuable 


and will recompenſe, his aſſiduous Attendance. - He 
therefore, when they yean, fills their Cribs with 
Fodder; and this fills their Udders with Milk. 
The Lambs, hardened” by the Cold, becdme vi- 
gorous and lively: and, when their milky Diet 
fails, they find a Profulion of nutrichental Herdage 
on the Soil. HMH 

Their Love to their Ompting⸗ while they con- 


tinue in a helpleſs State, is invincibly ſtrong.” Where- 


as, the very Moment they ate able to ſhift for tem- 
ſelves ;© wher the parental” Affection would be at- 
tended” with much Solicitude, and productive of no 
Advantage; it vaniſbes, as though it had never 


exiſted— The Hen, while marching at the Head 


of her little Brood, would fly in the Eyes of a 
Maſtiff, or even encounter 4 Lion, in their De- 
fence, Yet, within a few Weeks, this inexpreſſi- 
ble Tenderneſs turns to Indifference. © She aban- 
dons her Chickens to the wide World, and not fo 
much as knows them any more. 


2 If 
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If the GO of {fad inſpired Besaltel and Abo- 
liab with, iſdom, and Under/iandang ug: and Knows 
ledge in all Manner of Workmayſhip *'2 the, GO 
at Nature has inſtrücted, has furniſhed. with; $kill 

nd Caution, the wild. Inhabitants of the, ' Bough, 
bg $44, with which they ere their Houſes, 
and adjuſt their Apartments, is inimitable. The 
Caution with which they, ſecrete their Abodes from 
the ſear bing Eye, or intruding Foot, is admira - 
ble. No. General, though fruitful in Expedients, 
could plan a more artful Concealment. No archi - 
tect, with his Rule and. Line, could build fo com- 
modious a, Lodgment, Give the moſt; celebrated 
Artificer the ſame Materials, which theſe. weak. and 
unexperienced Creatures vſe. Let a, Fans, or. a De 
Moire, haye only ſome rude, Straws or ugly Sticks; 
2 1 Bes of Hire, or. Scraps of Hair ; 3 ſorry 

Lock of Wool, or a;coaxſe; Sprig. of Moſs; and 


| what Works,. fir with Deligacy, or fit for, Service. 


could they pfodue ? 
We extol the Comintnder, 7 — Fl 8 to 

take Advantage of the Ground. Who can make 
the dun and Wind fight for Him, as well as his 
Troops, And, by every, Incident, embarraſſes the 
Forces, of the, Enemy, but expedites the Action, and 

facilitates .the Succeſs of. his own, Does not this. 
Praiſe belong, to out feathery, Leaders? Who, pitch 
their Tent, (or if you, pleaſe) fix their penſile 
Camp, ſometimes on thoſe, lofty, ſometimes on 
thoſe projeRipg Branches, ;, that wave in the uppet 


Regions of the Air, or dancg aver the Eddies of the 


Stream.” By we Oe Diſpolition,, de ver- 
3:32 #8 


0 _— XXI. 3. 


F 
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nal Gales rock their Cradle, and the murmuring 
Waters lull their Young. While both theſe Cir- 
cumſtances, ſo advantageous to themſelves, terrify 
the Shepherd, and keep the Schook-Boy, at a trem- 
bling Diftance. — Some hide their little Houſhold 
from: View, amidſt the Shelter of intangled Furze, * 
Others femove it from Reach, in the Center of a 
thorny Thicket. By one Sttatagem or anpther, 
they are generally as /ecure and wimaeftel, in their 
feeble Habitations; as the Foxes, which intrench 
themſelves deep in the Earth; or as the Conies, 
which make their Hoyſes in the Rock TL | 
If the, Swan bas large ſweeping Wings, and a | 
copious Stock of Feathers, to ſpread over her cal. | 
low Brood; the #rem makes up by Contrivance, [8 
what is deficient in her Bulk. Small as ſhe is, the if 
intends + to bring forth, and will be obliged to (1 
nurſe up, a very numerous Iſſue. Therefore, with 
the ry Judgment She defighs, and with in- 1 
defatigable Aſſiduity finiſhes, a Neſt proper for her | 
Purpoſe. It is a neat Rotwnd; lengthened into an 
6 Jy rod 1 Oval; i! 


| 

| So 

I Prov. xxx. 26. ety | 

+ 4/pafio has ventured to ſay, She intends—And one is li 

almoſt tempted to think, from the Preparation which the i 

little Creature makes, that She had really fet down, and 11 
counted the Coſt, and concerted her Scheme. As | | 
though ſhe had deliberated with Herſelf—** I ſhall lay, 
not a couple of Eggs, bat neat a Score. From theſe 
«© I am to produce a, Houſe full of Young. But how 
4 ſhall I have Warmth (unleſs Art ſupply, what Nature 
« has denied) ſufficient to hatch the Embrios, or cheriſh 
«« the Infants ? — The Truth, I believe, is; That, in 
all her ſeeming Foreſight, and circumipett Behaviour, 

She acts, She knows not What. Only She acts, what 
eternal Wiſdom knows to be neceſſary, and What all- con- 

deſcending Goodneſs prompts her to perform. 
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Oval; bottomed and vaulted with a regular Con- 
cave, To preſerve it from Rain, it has ſeveral 
Coatings of Moſs. To defend it from Cold, it has 
but one Window, and only a ſingle Door; or 
rather, the Window and the Door are the ſame. 
To render it both elegant and comfortable, it has 
Carpets and Hangings of the fineſt ſofteſt Down.— 
By the Help of this curious Manſion, our little 
Lady becomes the Mother of Multitudes. The 
vivifying heat of her Body is, during the Time of 
Incubation, exceedingly-augmented, Her Houſe 
is like an Oven, and greatly aſſiſts in hatching her 
Young. Which no ſooner burſt the Shell, than 
they find themſelves ſcreened from the Annoyance 
of the Weather; and moſt agreeably repoſed, 
amidſt the Ornaments of a Palace, and the Warmth 
of a Bagnio. of. 2.51% 0} 7 


- Perhaps, We have been accuſtomed to look up- 
on the Inſects, as ſo many rude Scraps of Creation, 
and to rank them amongſt the Rzfu/e of Things. 
Whereas, if We examine them, without Prejudice, 
and with a little Attention, they will appear ſome of 
the moſt finiſhed Pieces of divine Workmanſhip. 
Many of them are decked with a Profuſion of 
Finery, Their Eyes are an Aſſemblage * of Mi- 

| 8 croſcopes: 


The common Fly, for Inſtance. Who has many na- 
tural Enemies; and, by a certain petulant Familiarity, 
or malapert Officiouſneſs, creates to Herſelf many more. 
Whenever She has a Fancy for it, She will take a Lion 
by his Beard; and makes no Scruple to ſet her Foot, 
upon the Noſe of a King. On Account of this uncere- 
monious and blunt Behaviour, every Body quarrels with 
her. Every Hand and every Foot is lifted up againſt oor. 
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eroſcopes: whoſe Mechaniſm is inconceivably nice; 
whoſe: Poliſh” is exquiſitely delicate; and whoſe 


whole Form is touched into the higheſt Perfection. 


- Their Cloathing has all the Variety and Luſtre of 
Colours. It is ſet with an Arrangement of Pearl, 
of Diamonds, and Gold. It is bordered with 
Fringes, or lined with Furs, richer far than Silks 
and Velvets. In ſhort; their Cloathing is not to 
be equalled, as to Delicacy and Splendour, even 
by the moſt brilliant Court: no, not amidſt all its 
Blaze of Gems, and Pomp of Dreſs. - 9 
Their Wings are the fineſt Expanſions im#gind2 
ble. Cambric is mere Canvaſs, and-Lawn is coarſe 
as - Sack-cloth, compared with thoſe inimitable 
TOA The Caſes, which rages "WHT Wings, 
* 


She finds no 1 from the wet, am of Men, 
or the moſt harmleſs of Animals. —Sprely then She 
has Cauſe to be peculiarly cireumſpect and vigilant; 
Yet her Head is fo fixed, that it is incapable of turn- 
ing, in order to obſerve what. paſſes; either behind of 
around Her, 

Under ſo great a Diſadvantage, and amidſt ſuch an- 
paralleled Dangers, how can She eſcape Deſtruction? It 
would be abſolutely impoſlible ; had She not an Expedient 
for her Preſervation, altogether as extraordinary, as her 
Condition is perilous. —Provipexce, ſurprifingly wiſe 
in its Contrivances, and equally bountiful in its Gifts, 
has furniſhed Her, not barely with a R2:inue, but with 
more than a Legion of Eyes. Inſomuch, that a fingle Fly 
is ſuppoſed to be Miſtreſs of no leſs than eight thouſand, 
Every one of which is lined with a diſtin& optic Nerve. 


Every one of which is a Kind of Centinel, that always * 


keeps an exact Look out; and is ever ready to apprize 
her of the leaſt approaching Harm. Or, to ſpeak more 
plainly, by Means of this coſtly and amazing Appa- 
ratus, the little Creature ſees on every Side, with the ut- 
moſt Eaſe and with inſtantaneous Speed ; even withoat 
any Motion of the Eye, or any Flection of the Neck. 


glitter with the moſt gloſſy Varniſh 3 are ſcooped 
into ornamental Flutings; are ſtudded with radiant 


Spots; or pinked with elegant Holes. Not any 


among them but are equiped with Weapons, or en- 


dued with Dexterity, which qualify them to ſeiae 


their Prey, or eſcape their Foe; to diſpatch the 
Buſineſs of their reſpectiye Station, and enjoy the 


Pleaſures of their particular Condition. 


Nov I am in a talking Humour, give me leave to 


celebrate the Endowments, and aſſert the Honours 


of my puny Clients. Vet, not ſo much to ſup- 
port their Credit, as to magnify. their all- gracious 
CREATOR. What? If the Elephant is diſ- 
tinguiſhed by a huge Proboſeis? His meaneſt Rela» 
tions of the reptile Line, are furniſhed with curious 
Antennæ * ; remarkable, if not for their enormous 
Magni tude, yet for their ready Flexibility, and 
acute Senſation. By which they explore their 
Way, even in the darkeſt Road: they diſcover 


and avoid, whatever, might defile their neat Ap- 
parel, or endanger their tender Lives. 


Every one admires that majeſtic Creature the 
Horſe; his graceful Head, and ample Cheſt; his 
arching Neck, and flowing Mane; his cleanly 
turned Limbs, and finely adjuſted Motions. With 
an impetuous Bound, He flings Himſelf over the 
| | | Ditch 3 


* 


Antennæ, are thoſe very ſlender Parts, which, reſem- 


bling Horns or Briſtles, grow on the Head of various In- 


ſects. Serving, as ſome Naturaliſts conjecture, for a Sort 
of Meapen, to defend the Eyes when endangered; or 
acting as a kind of Towel, to wipe them when ſullied. 
Others ſuppoſe, that the Creature uſes them, as a blind 
or dim- ſighted Man uſes his Staff, to examine the Road, 
and feel out his Way. In Conformity to this Office, 
they are frequently called Feelers, 
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Ditch; * with a rapid Career, pours Himſelf ® 
through the Plain. With unwearied Application, 
He carries his Rider from one End of the Country 
to angther; and with undaynted Brayery, ruſhes 
into the fierceſt Rage, and amidſt the thickeſt Ha- 
vock of the Battle. Vet the Ant, in Proportion to 
its Size, is equally nimble; equally ſtrong; and 
will climb Pregipices, which the mgſt -caurageous 
Courſer dares not attempt to ſcale.— If the Sail 
is lower in her Motions, She is under no neceſſity 
of treading back the Ground, which She has paſſed. 
Becauſe, her Houſe is a Part of her traveling 
Equipage. do that whenever She goes abroad, She 
is ſtil} under her own; Roof; and wherever She 
ſtraggles, is always at Home. 

Let None ſuppoſe, that being charged with the 
Weight of her Apartment, ſhe toils under. an op- 


preſſive Burthen. No; the all- wiſe Projector of * 


this portable Manſion, has given it two very ſingu- 
lar Advantages; an extraordinary. Solidity, and 
an uncommon Lightneſs. By means of the for- 
mer, the Inhabitant dwells in Security. By means 
of the latter, the Habitation is transferred witk 


Eaſe.— Were her Eyes ſunk as low, as the Body 


which She trails along the Ground, they would 
ield but little Service, and be expoſed to continual 
e Both theſe Evils are prevented by. an Ex- 
pedient, which None but a GOD, who is *wor- 
derful in Counſel, could have deviſed ; and which 
None 


. re Himfelf—This i is Feremiab's beautiful and ex- 
ve Phraſe, /w] own Chap. viii. 6. Which Fingit 
been ambitious to imitate ; 


— Ruuntque effufi Carcere. 
— — 8d / effudere Quadrige. 


1 — — — — 
o 8 
< * — — 
1 _ — 295 — 


500 DIALOGUE xv. 

None but a GOD, who is infinite in Benignity, 
would have deviſed for ſuch a Reptile. As the Fly 
has her Microſcopes, the Snail has her Teleſcopes. 
Her Eyes are fixed on the Extremity of four deli- 
cately ſhaped Tubes . Surpaſſing, as to curious 
Contrivance and wonderful Agency, far ſurpaſſing, 
all the Inſtruments in the Optician's Shop, and 
every artificial Rarity in Shan?'s ' Colleftion. 
Theſe Tubes, terminated with their living Glaſſes, 
the dextrous Manaper lerigthens or contracts, at 
her Pleaſure; ſtraitens like an Arrow, or bends 
like an OA. Theſe She ſheaths in her Head, 
when She has no Occafion to uſe them, nor any 
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them to a conſiderable Height turns them in any 
Direction; and applies them to any Obje&t.—How 
* excellent is" thy Loving-Kindneſs, O 'GOD? How 
rich thy 'Manificence ! And both vouchſafed (moſt 
amiable ' Condeſcenfion?) even to a crawling In- 
ſect! Surely then the Children of Men may reaſon- 
15 ably, may confidently put their Truft under the Sha- 
'BY dow of thy Wings t. 
Bf 1 | But ſee! The Eagle ſtretches her Pinjons, and 
1 demands our Notice. "The Eagle is pfivileged with 
Pinions, that out- -ſtrip the Wind. "Elevated on 
which, She looks down on all that ſoars; and ſees 
flying Clouds, and ſtraining Wings, far below. 
Aan optic Nerve fo Arent, that it meets": and ſuſ- 
tains 
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2 von are not to imagine, that thoſe Projections, 
which are commonly called the Snails Horns, are really 
ſuch. They are four Tubes, with a Glaſs fixed in the 
Extremity of each; or they may be called four optic 
Nerves, wg in as many beautiful Eyes. 

See Wat. Di/pl. Vol. I, 
+ Pal, xxxvi. 3 


Ul Inclination to look about Her. Or elſe, elevates - 
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tains the dazzling Beams of Noon; her wide ſur- 
veying Glance ſo keen, that, from the moſt tower- 
ing Heights, it diſcerns the ſmalleſt Fiſh, which 
| ſculks at the very Bottom of the River.—The Mole, 
tis true, is none of your ſprightly or exalted Ge- 
nĩuſes; but an humble hardy Drudge. The Mole, 
I am ſenſible, is no Favourite with Mankind ; but 
deſpiſed and perſecuted, as an abominable Outcaſt, 
Yet even this poor Outcaſt, in her groveling and 
gloomy State, is far from being diſregarded by di- 
vine Providence. Becauſe ſhe is to dig a Cell in 
the Earth, and dwell, as it were, in a perpetual 
Dungeon, her Paws ſerve her for a Pick-axe and 
Spade, Her Eye, or rather her viſual Speck, is 
ſunk deep into a Socket, that it may ſuffer no In- 
jury from her rugged, Situation: it requires but a 
very ſcanty Communication of Light, that ſhe may 
have no Reaſon to complain of her darkling Abode, 
I called her ſubterranean Habitation a Dungeon ; 
and ſome People, perhaps, may think it a Grave. 
But I revoke the Expreſſion. It yields her all the 
Safety of a fortified Ca/?le, and all the Delight of a 
decorated Grot. | 
Even the Spider, though abhorred by Mankind, 
is evidently the Care of all-ſuftaining Heaven, She 
is to live upon Plunder; to ſupport Herſelf, by 
trepaning the idle, infignificant, ſauntering Fly, 
Suitably to ſuch an Occupation, ſhe poſſeſſes a Bag 
of glutinous Moiſture. From this ſhe ſpins a clam- 
my Thread, and weaves it into a tenacious Net. 
Expert as any practiced Sportſman, ſhe always 
ſpreads it in the moſt opportune Places, ' Senſible 
that her Appearance would create Horror, and de- 
ter the Prey from approaching her Snare, when 
| ' watching | 
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watching for Sport, She retires from Sight. Bat 
conſtantly keep within Diſtance, ſo às to receive 
the vety firſt Intelligence of what piſſes in the 
Toils; and be ready to launch, without a Mo- 
ment's Delay, upon the ſtruggling Captive. And 
what is very obſervable, when Winter chills the 
Earth, pag ne more Inſects ramble amidſt the Air, 
foreſeeing that, her Labour would be vail, ſhe dif- 
continues her Work, and abandons her Stand. 

I muſt by no means forget the Tittle Monarchy, 
which inhabits the Hive. The Bres ate to ſubſiſt, 
not as a lawleſs Banditti, but as a regular Commu- 
nity. *Tis theirs to earn a decent Livelihopd by 
honeſt Induſtry; not to glut themſelves with Car- 
nage, or enrich themſelves by Rapine. For which 
Purpoſe, they are actuated by at invariable Incli- 
nation to Society. They er be trueſt Notions 
of domeſtic Oeconomy, and habe enacted the wiſeft 
Laws for political Government. — Their indulgent 
CREATOR has made them a Preſent of all 
neceſſary Implements, both for conſtrufting their 
Combs, and for compoſing their Honey. They have 
each à natural Pannier, with which they bring 
Home their collected Sweets: and they form for 
themſelves the moſt commodious Storehouſes, in 
which they depoſit their delicious Wares.— Though 
made for Peace, they know how to uſe the Sword. 
They can take up Arms with the utmoſt Reſolution 
and Intrepidity, when Arms are requiſite to guard 
their Wealth, or repel their Foes.— Without going 
through a Courſe of Botany, they can readily diſ- 
tinguiſh every Plant, which is moſt likely to yield 
the Materials proper for their Buſineſs. Without 


ſerving an Apprenticeſhip in the Laboratory, they 
| | et apo are 


the- 
ſenſi 
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are complete Practitioners in the Art of Separation 
and Refinement. They are aware, without bor- 
rowing their Information from ay Almanack, that 
the vernal Gleams, and Summer Suns, continue 
but for a Seaſon. Mindful of this Admonition , 
they improve to the utmoſt every ſhining Hour; 
and lay up a Stock of balmy Treaſures, ſufficient to 
ſupply the whole State, till the Bloſſoms open a- 
enn. and their flowery Harveſt returns. 

Let the Peacock boaſt, if he pleaſes, his dun 
Topknot and lofty Mien; his Neck adorned with 
varying Dyes, and his Train beſpangled with a 
Rourf of Stars. — Vet let him know, that the de- 
ſpiſed Butterfly, and even the loathed Caterpillar, 
are as ſumptuouſly arrayed as Himſelf, Their 
Gems ſparkle with as high a Luſtre, their Robes 
glow with as great a Profuſion of Colours. Nay; 


all their Ornaments have, in Point of Elegance 
and Delicacy, juſt the ſame Superiority to his, as 


the Phaeton engraved on a Connoiſſeur's Ring 7. 
has to the Phaeton carved in a Statuary's Shop. 

Does Beauty fit in State on that lordly Bird? 
She ſhines in Miniature on the vulgar Inſect. Is 
the Maſter of this lower Creation, ennobled with 
the Powers of Reaſon? The meaneſt Claſſes of 
ſenſitive Exiſtence, are endued with the Faculty of 
int. Which gives them a Sagacity, that is 
neither derived from Obſervation, nor waits for 
the Finiſhing of Experience: which, without a 
Tutor, teaches them all neceflary Skill: and ena- 
_— them, without a Paten, to perform every 


needful 


* Ventureque Hyemis memores, AE late Laborem 
Experiuntur, & in medium guæſſia reponant. VII. 


+ See Dzrnan's PHH. Theel. B. viii. C. 4. 
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needful- Operation. And, what is far more ſur- 
priſing, never miſleads them, either into erroneous 


Principles, or pernicious Practices: never fails 


them, in the niceſt or moſt arduous of their Un- 


mne . 


Pg you have Patience to follow me, if I ſep in- 
to a different Element, and juſt viſit the watery 
World Not one among the innumerable Myriads, 
which' ſwim the boundleſs Ocean, 'but is watched 


over by that exalted Eye, whoſe Smiles irradiate 


the Heaven of Heavens. Not one, but is ſupport- 
ed by that Almighty Hand, which crowns Angels 
and Archangels with Glorr,—The condeſcending. 
GOD, has not only created, but beautified them. 


He has given the moſt exact Proportion to their 
Shape, and the gayeſt Colours to their Apparel; a 


poliſhed Smoothneſs to their Scales, and a remark- 
able Sleekneſs to their Skin. The Eyes of ſome 
are ſurrounded with, a ſcarlet Circle; the Back of 
others is diverſified with crimſon Stains, - View! 
them, when they glance along the Stream, or while 
they are freſh from their native Brine ; and the; 


burniſhed Silver is not more bright, the radiant; 


Rainbow is ſcarce more glowing, than their vivid, 
glitering, gloſſy Hues. 5 

Vet, notwithſtanding the Finery of their Ap- 
er We are under painful Apprehenſions for 
their Welfare. — How can the poor Creatures live, 
amidſt the ſuffocating Waters? — As they have nei- 
ther Hands, nor Filet, nor Wings, how can they 
| tranſact 


In bis, ſays Pliny, ſpeaking of Integs, tam parvis 
atgue 2%, gue Ratio, quanta Vis, quam inextricabilis 


OE” 


o ge 
tranſact their Affairs, or how eſcape their Enemies ? 


We are ſoon freed from our Fears by obſerving, 


that they all poſſeſs the beneficial, as well as orna- 
mental Furniture of Fins. Theſe, when expand- 
ed, like Maſts above, and Ballaſt below, poiſe their 
floating Bodies, and keep them ſteadily upright. 
We obſerve, with farther Satisfaction, the flexible 
Play, and vigorous Activity of their Tails. With 
which they turn ſhort; ſpring forwards; and ſhoot 
themſelves through the Paths of the Sea, more 
ſwiftly than Sails and Oars can waft the Royal 
Yatch.—But We are loſt in Wonder, at the exqui- 
ſite Contrivance, and delicate Formation of their 
Gill. By which they are accommodated, even in 


that denſe Medium, with the Power of Breathing,” 


and the Benefits of Reſpiration. A Piece of Me- 
chaniſm this, indulged to the meaneſt of the Fry ; 
yet ſurpaſling, infinitely ſurpaſſing, in the Fineneſs 
of its Structure, and the Facility of its Operation, 
whatever is curious in the Works of Art, or com- 
modious in the Palaces of Princes, 

Ther. Some Perſons, Apaſſo, have the Art of 
giving Dignity to trivial, and Spirit to jejune To- 
pics. I cannot but liſten, with a pleaſed Attention, 
to your Diſcourſe z though it deſcends to the low. 
eſt Scenes, and meaneſt Productions of Nature. 
To make ſuch philoſophical Remarks, was uſually 
my Province; to add the religious Improvement, 
yours, But my Thoughts, at preſent, are wholly 
taken up with the Conſideration of my SAVE 
 OUR's Righteouſneſs. I can hardly turn my 
Views, or divert my Speech, to any other Sub- 
jet, All thoſe amiable Appearances of the exter- 

Vol. III. U nal 


* 
. 
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1308 nal Creation, which I was wont to contemplate | \ 
1 with Rapture, afford but a languid Entertainment f 
[158 to my Mind.— Till my Intereſt in this Divine RE- | 
in DEEMER i is aſcertained, the Spring may bl oom; t: 
$i the Summer ſhine ; and Autumn ſwell with Fruits : | c] 
"= but it will be Winter, chearleſs, . gloomy, deſolate w 
14 V inter in my Soul. 
1 3 ſay, Theron, You attended to my cur- f w] 
1% ſory Hints. Then, your own ſuperior Diſcernment Te 
1 | could not but perceive, how every Part of the exte- no! 
* rior World is adjuſted, in the moſt excellent and it r 
ii} gracious Manner. Not the coar/e/t Piece of inactive tur, 
1 Matter, but bears the Impreſs of its MAKE R's att 
{| faſhioning Skill. Not a fingle Creature, however rem 
_ - inſignificant, but exhibits evident Demonſtrations ſitic 
oy | of his providential Care. His Hand is liberal, pro- ever 
1 fuſely liberal, to all that Wing and all that has 
i. a Being. 7 
+ Let me only aſk—and to introduce this Queſtion, ik 
| with the greater Propriety ; to give it a more forci- Prop 
7k ble Energy on our Minds ; was the principal De- of C/ 
+ Þþ4 ſign of the preceding Remarks—Let me aſk ; Does REP 
1 GOD tate Care for Oxen* ? Is He a generous Be- jefteg 
_ nefactor to the meaneſt Animals, to the loweſt Rep- cimen 
[nal tiles? Are his munificent Regards extended farther |, Aft 
4 fill, and vouchſafed even to the moſt abject worth- _ 
- ul leſs Vegetables ? And ſhall they be with-held from ” In 
4 "4 Yau, my dear Friend, or from me? Not one among * led; 
( all the numberleſs Productions, which tread the 2 the 
bi | G Ground, or ſtand rooted to the Soil, wants any 2 
i * Convenience, that is proper for its reſpective State. 40 Us. 
418 And will his heavenly FATHER deny Theron, e fible 
[ what 2 All 
6 tt, with 
by: i * 1. Cor. ix. 9, 3 wo 
| f 6 | U 
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what is ſo neceſſary to his preſent Comfort, and his 
final Happineſs ? Impoſſible“ 

Der. I wiſh for, but I can hardly hope to par- 
take of, that ſpiritual Bleſſing! which always in- 
cluded my whole Happineſs, and now ingroſſes my 
whole Concern. . : 

Aſp. Not hope to partake of What Pretence, 


what Shadow of Foundation, has this deſponding 
Temper, either in Reaſon, or in Scripture? Is it 


not evident from the whole Book of Revelation ? Is 
it not apparent, through the whole Compaſs of Na- 
ture ? That the Almighty LORD, © who govern- 
Ac eth the World with the Palm of his Hand +4,” is 
remote, infinitely remote, from a niggardly Diſpo- 
ſition. He not only provideth for the Wants, But 
even ſatisfieth the Deſire of every living Thing t. 

| U 2 Conſider 


* I know not how to forbear tranſcribing a Paragraph, 
from one of our periodical Papers; which contains a 
Propoſal for adapting natural Philoſophy to the Capacity 
of Children. Wiſhing, at the ſame time, that the inge- 
nious Author would inlarge his Sketch into a Treatiſe ; 
and execute the Plan, which He has fo judiciouſly pro- 
jected, and of which he has given Us fo delicate a Spe- 
cimen. | : 

After ſome Remarks on the Sagacity of Birds, their 
Induſtry, and other ſurpriſing Properties, He adds ;—** Is 
it for Birds, O LORD, that Thou haſt joined toge- 
„ ther ſo many Miracles, which they have no Know- 
«« ledge of? Is it for Men who give no Attention to 
«« them? Is it for the Curious, who are ſatisfied with ad- 
„ miring, without raifing their Thoughts to Thee? Or 


« 1s it not rather viſible, that thy Deſign has been to call 


«« Us to thyſelf, by ſuch a Spectacle? To make Us ſen- 
„ fible of thy Providence and infinite Wiſdom ; and to 
« fill Us with Confidence, in thy Bounty, who watcheſt, 
«« with ſo much Care and Tenderneſa, over Birds, though 
«© two of them are ſold but for a Farthing!“ 

+ Ecclus. xvii. 3. ' t Pſal. cxlv. 16. 


— 
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Conſider thoſe ſtately Poppies, which are now the 
principal Ornament of the Garden. They have no 
Tongue to requeſt the leaſt Favour. Vet the ever- 


gracious MAKER, clothes them from his own 


Wardrobe, and decks them with exquiſite Beauty. 
— Obſerve the young Ravens, which fit carelefly 
croaking on yonder Boughs. Do they cry“ for 
Food? It is in hoarſe unarticulate Accents, Yet 
the all-ſupporting GOD, hears Meaning in their 
Noiſe; and ſupplies their every Need, from his 
own ſpontaneous Bounty, —If He accommodates the 
former, though incapable of aſking ; if He attends 
to the latter, though inſenſible of their Benefactor; 
can He diſregard our preſſing Wants? Will He 


reject our earneſt Petitions ? Eſpecially, when We 


ſeek ſuch pure and exalted Gifts, as it is both his 
Delight and his Honour to beſtow. 
O! my Friend, look abroad into univerſal Nature, 


and look away every diſquieting Thought. 


Der. Did You inquire what Pretence I have for 


this deſponding Temper! Alas! I have more than 
2 Pretence, I have a Reaſon. _ A Reaſon too ob- 


vious ; my great Unworthineſs ! 
Aſp. Pray where was the Worthineſs of the ſtiff- 


necked 1ſraelites? Yet the LORD bare them, and 
carried them, all the Days of old +— Where was the 
Worthineſs of Saul the Blaſphemer ? Yet the bleſſed 


\ ZESUS made Him a choſen Veſſel, and ſet Him 


as a Signet on his Right-hand.— Vou deſerve no- 
thing at the Hand of GOD our SAVIOUR. 
And what did Toſeph's Brethren deſerve from the 


| Viceroy of Egypt? Yet he delivered them from Fa- 


mine, who ſold Him to Slavery. He ſettled them 
| in 
* Pal. len. 9 + Iſai. Ixii. 9. 
3 i f 


1 Hi 
Zaccbe. 
Wretch 
Senſe o 


chief of 
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in the -choiceſt Territories, who caſt Him into the 
horrible Pit. He ſhewed Himſelf a Friend and a 
Father to thoſe unnatural Relations; who were his 
actual Betrayers, and his intentional Murderers, — 
And can You perſuade yourſelf, will You harbour 
a Suſpicion, that CHRIST is leſs compaſſionate 
than Joſeph? Shall a frail Mortal out-vie IMA. 
NUEL in Beneficence ? 

Ther, Is not ſome Righteouſneſs of our own in- 
diſpenſibly required, in order to our Participation of 
the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST? 

Aſp. Yes, ſuch a Righteouſneſs as Zaccheus the 
Publican, or the Philippian Jailor poſſeſſed. — 
Zaccheus was a Man of infamous Character, and 
Chief among the Extortioners. The Jailor was a 
barbarous Perſecutor, and in Purpoſe a Self-mur- 
derer. Yet our LORD ſays to the former; This 
Day, without enjoining any ' Courſe of previous 
Preparation; this very Day, will I abide at thy Houſe. 
And bring even to ſuch a: ſcandalous * Dwelling, 
impart even to its profligate Owner, my great 
Salvation. St. Paul directs the latter, without in- 
ſiſting upon any antecedent Duty or Reformation, 
to believe on the LORD JESUS. And aſſures 
the poor Sinner, trembling on the very Brink of 
Deſpair, that, in ſo doing, He hall be ſaved. 

| | U 3 « Thus, 


_ * Scandalous —For the Neighbours ſay, on thisOccaſion, 
He is gone to be Gueſt with a Man, that is a Sinner; a noto- 
rious Sinner. See the Import of apaprunc, in ſuch a 
Connexion, Zuke vii. 37. 

+ Profligate--Neither is this too ſevere a Cenſure on 
Zaccheus. Becauſe, none but an abandoned ſhameleſs 
Wretch—No Son of Abraham, till He was loſt to all 
Senſe of Decency, would undertake the Office, which e 
chief ef the Publicans exerciſed, 


— 
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« Thus, might He have added, was I myſelf 
« ſaved. Not while I was exerciſing Righteouſ- 
« neſs; not when I had obtained Righteouſneſs ; 
< but in the very midſt/ of my Ungodlineſs and 
« Cruelty, While I was breathing out Threatenings 
&« an Slaughter, againſt the Diſciples of my LORD; 
« nay, when I was drawing te to Damaſcus, dd 
« upon the Point of executing the moſt diabolical 
« Deſigns.” 
| Are not theſe remarkable Caſes, ſo many A#s 

and Precedents of the Court of Heaven? Were they 
not recorded for our Obſervation, Imitation, and 
Comfort ?—If ſo, nothing is required, in order to 
our Participation of CHRIST and his Benefits, 
but only that We receive them. Receive them, as 
the freeſt of Gifts, or as Matter of mere Grace, 
vouchſafed to the moſt Unworthy. 

Ther. Is it not neceſſary, that We have, at leaſt, 


a Conviction of our Need' of theſe Benefits, and a 


Senſe of their unſpeakable Worth? 

Aſp. Not as the Condition of our enjoying them. 
Not as giving Us a Warrant to claim or poſſeſs 
them. The proper Buſineſs of ſuch Convictions 

is only to act as Stimulatives ; exciting Us, earneſtly 
to covet, gladly to receive, the unſpeakably need- 
ful Gifts. — Come; only come; is our MAS- 
'TER's Langnage. Without ſtaying to acquire 
any goodly Qualities, is his Meaning. Our RE- 
DEEMER and his Benefits, are like a free Port. 
Vou enter, without paying any Duty. And though 
the Plague, the Plague of Guilt be in your Veſſel, 


You need not ſtay to perform Quarantine ; no, nor 


* a ſingle Moment. 
Ther, 
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Ther. Surely, to come wſthout any Holineſs, 

without any- decent Preparative, muſt be a groſs 
Indignity to the Divine FESUS. Whoever pre- 
ſents a Petition to any earthly Sovereign, -will think 
it abſolutely neceſſary, not to appear in a ſlovenly 
Deſhabille, much leſs in filthy Raiment. Does not 
our LORD Himſelf in the Parable of the Wed- 
ding-Garment, inculcate this very Point, and cau- 
tion Us againſt a preſumptuous Approach ? 
Asp. In this Parable, CHRIST is both the 
Bridegroom, the Feaſt, and the Wedding-Gar- 
ment . And who are invited to an Union with 
this Bridegroom? To be Gueſts at this Feaſt? To 
be arrayed with this Wedding-Garment? — The 
Meſſengers are ſent, not to the Manſion-houſes of 
the Rich, or the Palaces of the Mighty; but to the 
 High-ways and Hedges. Where Miſery mourns ; 
and Poverty pines; and Baſeneſs hides her Head, — 
To whom is their Meſſage addreſſed ? Not to the 
 Amiable or -Accompliſhed. But to the Poor, the 
Maimed,, the Halt, the Blind +. Perſons, who have 
no recommending Endowments, but every lotheſome 
and diſgu/iful Property. Yet theſe (mark the Paſ- 
ſage, my Friend; mark well the encouraging Cir- 
cumſtance) theſa are not only allowed, but mtreat- 
ed—importuned—and, by all the Arts of Perſuaſi- 
on, by every weighty or winning Motive, compelled 
to come in. — After all this, ſurely, it cannot be an 
Act of Preſumption to accept, but muſt be a Breach 
of Duty to refuſe the Invitation, 3 | 


4 N 


ORF"... | Matt. xxii. 11. Hec Veſtis eft TART TL 
| PENGEL, | in Loc, 


1 Luke xiv. 21. 
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Der. You take no Notice of the Man, who yas 
found without a Wedding-Garment. Which is by 
far the moſt alarming Incident, and that which gives 
me no ſmall Uneaſineſs. 

Aſp. And does my Theron take proper Notice of 
the Divine Declaration? I have prepared my Dinner, 
ſays the KING eternal. Al! Things are ready“. 
ce Whatever is neceſſary for the Juſtification, the 
« Holineſs, the complete Salvation of Sinners, is 
« provided in the Merit and the Grace of my 
46 SON. Let them come therefore, as to a nup- 
ce tial Banquet; and freely enjoy my Munificence; 
© and feaſt their Souls with the royal Proviſion.” 

The Man without a Wedding-Garment, denotes 
the ſpecious ſuperficial Profeſſor; who is called by 
'CHRIST's Name, but has never put on CHRIST 
JESUS by Faith, — Shall I tell You more plainly, 
whom this Character repreſents? You yourſelf, 
my dear Theron, was, ſome Months ago, in the State 
of this unhappy Creature. When You truſted in 
Vourſelf, and thought highly of your own, thought 
meanly of your SAVIOUR's Righteouſnefs. — 
If your former "Miſtakes made you reſemble Him, 

like a Partner or a Brother; take heed, left your 

Preſent Objections rank You i in the Number of his 
Neighbours or Couſins. 

Let Us imitate a better Example. Imitate the 
returning Prodigal. He came, with no Recommen- 
dation, either of Dreſs, of Perſon, or of Character. 
None but his Nakedneſs, his Miſery, and an Ac- 


Enowledgment of Vileneſs, which had every aggra- 


vating, not one extenuating Circumſtance, Yet He 
was receiyed— received with Indulgence — received 


with 
* Matt. Xii. 4+ 


in a 
Sole T 
Hand 
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with Careſſes— and, without ſtaying to provide any 
handſome Apparel of his own, was cloathed wich 
that 5% Robe, the Robe of a 1 
Righteouſneſs. 

Let Us accuſtom Ourſelves to * this in- 
comparable Robe, under its propet evangelical Cha- 
rater. It is not a Matter of Bargain, nor the. 
Subject of Sale, but a Gift, The Gift of Righteouſ- 
neſs, ſays the Apoſtle. And Gifts, We all agree, 
are not to be purchaſed, but received. — That We, 
may not unaccountably neglect, what We fo. per- 
fectly know, the Parable You mention, is a ſtrong, 
ſtanding, ſeaſonable Admonition. It teaches Us 
another Kind of Fear, than that which has alarmed 
your Mind. It teaches Us to fear, left, by not ar- 
cepting this ſacred Gift, We incur the divine Diſ- 
pleaſure. 

Ther. How, Afpaſio ! Can this be the Senſe of 
the Paſſage ? 

Aſp. The Gueſts, You 3 conſiſted of poor 
Outcaſts. They were collected from the High- 
ways and Hedges. Now We cannot ſuppoſe, that 
People in ſuch Circumſtances, from ſuch a Situati- 
on, and coming at a Minute's Warning, ſhould be 
able to furniſh themſelves with a Dreſs, ſuitable to 
the grand Occaſion. We muſt therefore ſuppoſe, 
(which is very conformable to the eaſtern Cuſtoms) 
that the King had ordered his Servants, to accom- 
© modate each Gueſt from the royal Wardrobe. 
That each might have this additional Token of 
his Sovereign's Favour ; and all might be arrayed 
in a Manner, becoming the Magnificence of the 
Solemnity.— The unhappy Perſon, who was bound 


Hand and Foot, and caft into outer Datineſs,' had, no 
N | Doubt, 
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Doubt, an offer of the nuptial Suit. But He re- 
| fuſed, either to receive it, or to wear it; and rude- 
ly made his Appearance in his own Garments. 
Which, however they might comport with his pri- 
vate Station, or anſwer his perſonal Conveniencies, 
were infinitely too mean for this illuſtrious Ceremo- 
ny.—The King, reſenting ſuch a Behaviour, as an 
Inſult on his Majeſty, and a Contempt of his Boun- 
ty, moſt juſtly condemned the negligent and diſ- 
dainful Wretch to a ſevere Puniſhment. A Puniſh- 
ment, You will obſerve, not for the Commiſſion of 
former Iniquities, but for the Refuſal of preſent 
Grace. e | IF 

Ther. The Refuſal of preſent Grace !” Is this 
-the only Crime, with which You can ſuppoſe Him 
or me chargeable ? | 

Aſp. Not the only, but it is the moſt provoking, 
and the moſt deſtructive Crime. | 
Ther. Is nothing then, nothing to be done on our 
Part ? _ 

Aſp. You are an admirer of Nature, Theron. 
Read your favourite Book, or hear your favourite 
Author, . a 

Nature is cbriſtian, preathes to Mankind, 
And bids dead Matter aid Us in our Creed, 


 » Ther. Explain yourſelf, Apaſio. I ſhould be glad 
to find in the Volume of Nature, any Thing adapt- 
ed to remove my Diſtreſs, and encourage my Hopes. 
Aſp. When the ALMIGHTY made Man, 
and placed Him in this Habitable World, did He 

. ſay? © Here ts a dwelling-place, fur niſh yourſelf 
« with Accommodations. Here are Materials; let 
* your own Skill form the Trees, the Fruits, the 
| | « Grain,” 


Ld * FoY 
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« Grain.” —Or did He ſay? & Here they are, ready 
% formed to your Hand; only do ſomething, in or- 
c der to qualify Yourſelves for them, or entitle 
&« yourſelves to them.” No; his language was; 
„They are fully prepared. You are welcome to 
« make Uſe of them all. They are my free Gift 
« to my needy Creatures. 

In like Manner, when. He ſent his SON into 
the World, to make the Atonement for Sin, and to 
work the juſtifying Righteouſneſs, He ſaid not to 
fallen Man; „Do your Part in this grand Buſi- 
“„ neſs. At leaſt make Yourſelf, in ſome Degree, 
« meet for theſe Benefits. No; but He ſpoke, or 
&« rather now ſpeaks in the Goſpel, to this Effect. 
« The Work is all done; with a Perfection that is 
« abſolute, and admits of no Addition. The Be- 
* nefits are, not to diſtinguiſh Merit, but to reco- 
« yer the Ruined. Therefore, as ruined, unde- 
« ſerving, guilty Creatures, You are welcome to 
. apply and enjoy them all.“ | 

Ther. What! Is not Heavenly-mindedneſs to be 
exerciſed? No Victory over our Luſts gained? 
No Fruits of Sanctification produced? 

Aſp. Theſe legal Apprehenſions! How cloſely 
they cleave to my Theron's Mind ! But I hope, the 
Word of GOD, which pierceth to the dividing 
aſunder the Soul and Spirit, will give the ſevering 
Blow.—And what ſays that ſacred Word? It de- 

ſcribes the Goſpel, as a Will or Teftament* ; and 
| all 


* Heb. ix. 16, 17. This Notion not only runs through 
the Scriptures, but ſtands conſpicuous even in their Ti- 
tle Page.——What are they called? THz OLD and Tre 


New TesTAMENT.—What is a Teſtament? An au- 


thentic 


. 


Ma. ona 2 8 
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all its glorious Bleflings, as Legacies bequeathed by 
the dying FESUS.—When your old Acquaintance 
Charicles, left You a handſome Legacy; what did 
you do, to eſtabliſh your Title, and make it your 
'own ? 

Ther. My Title was pre-eſtabliſhed, by my 


Friend's Donation. I had nothing to do, but to 


claim, to accept, and to poſſeſs. 
A. Do the very fame, in the preſent Caſe. 
CHRIST, having merited Pardon, and obtained 
-eternal Redemption, made his laſt Will, and re- 
corded it in the New Teſtament. There He diſ- 
-poſes of thoſe unſearchable Riches. And who are 
his Legatees? Not the Holy or the Heavenly mind- 
ed, but Sinners, loſt Sinners of Mankind. Un- 
der this Character, You are to claim, accept, and 
poſſeſs the great TESTATOR's Beneficence. 
—Sure you cannot ſuppoſe, that CHRIST's 
Kindneſs is leſs fincere, or that CHRIST's Do- 
nations are leſs valid, than thoſe of an earthly 
Defunct. „„ 

Ther. This Illuſtration hardly reaches the Point. 
J ſpeak not of doing any Thing, under the Notion 
of Merit, but of Qualification. That which map, 
not entitle Us to CHRIST, but only prepare our 
Way to Him. 

Aſp. 


thentic Deed, in which Eftates are tranſmitted, and Le- 
gacies bequeathed. In other Teſtaments, ſome earthly 
Poſſeſſion; in this, the heavenly Patrimony, even all the 
- Riches of Grace, and the everlaſting Inheritance of 
Glory. Did we conſider the Scriptures in this Light, it 
would be a-moit engaging Invitation, to ſearch them with 
_ 1 Athduity and Pleaſure. What Child is willing to conti- 
nue ignorant of a deceaſed Parent's laſl Will and Teſta- 
ment? Who does not covet to know, what Honours, 
Hereditaments, and Wealth devolve to his Enjoyment, 
by ſuch an intereſting and venerable Conveyance ? 


Aſp. 
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By ſuch Notions, inſtead of preparing your 
Way to CHRIST, You fill it with Stumbling- 
blocks, Precipices, and deep Pits.—As to Qualifi- 
cation, if there be any ſuch Thing, it is our ex- 
treme Indigence ; and: this, I preſume, you are not 
without, Other Qualification, neither Reaſon pre- 
ſcribes, nor Scripture requires. 

Reaſon preſeribes no other,—The Gifts of the eter- 
nal SOVEREIGN ate intended, not to re- 
cognize our imaginary Worth, but to aggrandize 
our Ideas of his immenſe Liberalit,, They are 
intended to ſhew forth the exceeding Riches *of 
his Goodneſs ; which pardons and faves, not only 
without Merit, but againſt Demerit, To anſwer 
fuch a Deſign, the unworthy and the Sinners are 
duly qualified; nay, are the ozly qualified Perſons, 

Scripture requires no other,— I he ever-merciful 
SAVIOUR fays not; They are unqualified for 
my Salvation. They have no valuable or note Ac- 
quirements. But this is his tender Complaint ; 
They will not come to me, juſt as they are; with all 
their Sins about them; with all their Guilt upon 
them; that they may have Life *. 

Pray, take Notice of this Text; and you will fee 
Things placed in a new Light. You will behold 
CHRIST under a new Character, and his Bene- 
fits ranged in a new Order. Sanctification, Hea- 
venly-mindedneſs, and a Victory over our Luſts 
are not the Qualities which He requires, but the 
Bleſſings which He confers. Not what We bring to 
Him, as introductory Conditions; but what We 
receive from Him, as the Fruit of his Sufferings, 


and the Effect of his Grace. 
Ther. 


* John v. 40. 


2 — —— — 
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Ther. „ The Unworthy and Sinners, the only 
&« qualified!” Of this Expreſſion I cannot but take 
particular Notice. — Then Judas 'ſhould ſtand in the 
firſt Rank of qualified Perſons! While the devout 
Centurion, whoſe Prayers and Alms came up as a Me- 
morial before GOD, muſt thereby be unqualified 
for the Favour of Heaven, | 

Aſp. If you obſerved my Expreſſion, I ſpoke in 
the hypothetical Manner v. Made a Suppoſition, 
rather than advanced an Aſſertion. JF there be 
any Qualification, this is the only one. But ſtrictiy 
ſpeaking, there is no ſuch Thing. The impulſive 
or inclining Cauſe of all GOD's Favour ſhewn, 
of all GOD's Goodneſs exerciſed, is—from the 
Creature? No; but from Himſelf, Himſelf alone. 
He has Mercy, not becauſe this or that Perſon is 
amiable, is meet, or qualified, but becauſe he will 
have Mercy.—As for our Need of Mercy and Re- 
conciliation, ariſing from a State of Sinfulneſs, this 
can no more conſtitute a real Qualification for the 
Bleflings, than, an Act of Rebellion can qualify for 
the firſt Honours of the State. 

But this We muſt allow; That ſuch Need, ſuch 
Miſery, ſuch Sinfulneſs, illuſtrate the Freeneſi, and 
manifeſt the Riches of Grace. This alſo We ſhould 
never forget, that GOD's firſt and leading Pur- 


poſe, 


* Tf the Reader ſhould think, that Theron's Objection 
is not fully anſwered, the Deficfency may, in this Man- 
ner, be ſupplied. —7#«das was ſufficiently qualified, as a 
loft Sinner; but He refuſed the Grace, through Diſtruſt 
and Deſpair. Cornelius, inſtead of being unqualified for, 
was an actual Partaker of divine Grace. Which inclired 
Him to offer up Sacrifices of Acknowledgment, after He 
had relied on the only Sacrifice of Atonement. See Vol\I, 


- - page 285. Fg 


DIALOGUE xv. 319 


poſe, in all his favourable Diſpenſations to fallen 
Man, is, to demonſtrate the Sovereignty, and diſ- 
play the Glory of his Grace. — The LORD, 
promiſing a very extraordinary Deliverance to 1/- 
rae; promiſing all the Bleſſings of the new Cove- 
nant, ſays; not for your Sakes, be it known unto You, 
do I this * ſignal Act of Kindneſs.—For Ye have 
diſobeyed me in your own Land, and diſhonoured 
me among the Heathen.— What then is the In- 
ducement? We find it in the following Declara- 
tion; 1, even I am HE, that blotteth out your Tranſ- 
greſſions for my own Sake F, Becauſe, I am un- 
ſpeakably kind. Becauſe, I delight in Loving- 
kindneſs, and have Pleaſure in the Salvation of 
Sinners.—What is the End of all? It is Fox THE 
PRAISE OF THE GLORY OF His GRACE. 
A proper Motto for--all the Diſplays of divine Be- 
nevolence to ſinful Creatures. Eſpecially, for the 
Gift of a perfect and everlaſting Righteouſneſs. 
Which is, to Man the Bleſſing of Bleſſings; and 
to GOD, the Glory of Glories. 

Ther. This is a Gift indeed !—To be intereſted 
in all the Merits of CHRIST! To have his im- 
maculate Righteouſneſs imputed to my Soul I-80 
that from henceforth there ſhall be no Fear of Con- 
demnation, but a comfortable Enjoyment of freeſt 
Love, and a delightful Expectation of completeſt 
Glory! 


Ap. Admirably ſpoken ! Of all theſe Bleflings 
 CHRIST's Righteouſneſs is truly meritorious, 
and certainly productive. And why ſhould You 
not, by receiving the latter, enjoy the former ? 


Why ſhould Diffidence, like a malignant Spectre, 
haunt 


* Ezek, xxxvi. 32. f Iſai, xliii, 25. 1 Eph. i. 6. 
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haunt your Thoughts; thwart your Paths; and 
hold back or unnerve your Hand? 


If this rich Donation, ſurpaſs your very Thoughts, . 
and fill You, with grateful Aſtoniſhment; it is ſo 


much the better adapted to exemplify, what the 
Scripture very emphatically ſtyles, the abundant, the 

rabundant, the exceeding abundant * Grace of our 
GOD.—GOD is a boundleſs Ocean of Love; 
ever flowing, yet abſolutely inexhauſtible. See ! 
What an innumerable Variety of Benefits, are 
tranſmitted from yonder Sun, to gladden all the 
Regions of Nature! Yet the Sun is but a Spart; 
its "higheſt Splendor, no more than a Shade; its 
uninterrupted and moſt profuſe Communications, of 
Light, a poor diminutive Scantling; compared with 
the-Riches of Divine Benignity. F 

The Servant in the Parable, who owed ten thou- 
ſand Talents +, craved only ſome merciful For- 
bearance. Whereas, his generous Lord remitted 


the whole Sum, and gave him an Acquittance in 


full; I forgave Thee all that Debt 4.—You wonder, 
and very deſervedly, at ſuch vaſt Generoſity. But, 
what had been your Admiration, if You had ſeen 
the noble Maſter admitting this obnoxious Slave, 


to 


Tri Nafis. 2 Cor. ix. 14.—TriperifαοννονjφQ 

» Rom. y. 20.——YTyiraoron » xap;. 2 Tim. i. 14. 
+ If theſe were Talents of Gold, the Sum would 
enty-two Millions Sterling. If only Talents 
of Silver, the Debt would have been four Millions, four 
bundred thouſand Pounds, Hereby our LORD moſt ſig- 
nificantly-intimates the vaſt Number, and the enormous 


Magnitude, of our Offences againſt GOD ; together 


with our utter Incapacity, of 1 any Satisfaction; 
and his moſt magnificent Grace, in freely forgiving all. 
$ Matt. xviii. 32. 
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to à Share in his Dignity ? What, if he had made 
ſo worthleſs a Wretch, the Child of his Family, 


and the Heir of his Eſtate? This, You are ready 


to ſay, would exceed the Bounds of Credibility. 
Yet GOD Almighty's ſtupendous Beneficence 
exceeds all this. He not only ſpares guilty Crea- 
tures, but makes them his Children; makes them 
Inheritors of his Kingdom ; and, as an Introduc- 
tion to all, or rather as the Crown of all, makes 
them Partakers * of his Son, | 

Ther. The Gift is ineſtimable; of more Value 
than all Worlds. It will render me bleſſed and 


happy, Now and for Ever. ; 
| Aſp. Then it is perfectly agreeable to the glorious 
Goſpel of the bleſſed GOD. Hear, what the firſt 
Writer + in the Chriſtian Church ſays, upon this 
charming Subject.— "The Goſpel comprehends, a 
« Diſcharge from Puniſhment; a Remiſſion of 
« Sins; the Gift of Righteouſneſs ; the Endow- 
« ment of Sanctification; Redemption from every 
&« Evil; the Adoption of Sons; the Inheritance 
of Heaven, and a moſt endeared, conjugal 
Relation to the infinitely majeftic SON of 
« GOD. All theſe divinely precious Privileges 
« preached, preſented, vouchſafed, to the Fool- 
« iſh, to the Diſobedient, to Enemies.” 

Vol. III. X Ther. 


| * Heb. iii. 14. ? 

I St. Chry/o/tem, deſcribing the Office of a Preacher 
or Evangeliſt, thus expreſſes Himſelf. Kai yay EE 

es, v aug ey, xαιꝗοοανενοντνν, A AYIAT OY, x 
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- Ther. May ſuch unworthy Perſons look for Bleſ- 
ſings, ſo ſuperlatively excellent? 
Ap. Unworthy !—My dear Friend, dwell no 
longer on that obſolete Topic. Remember the 
poor ragged Creatures, that ſat ſhivering and ſtarved 
under the Hedges, Were they worthy to receive 
an Invitation, they worthy to be allowed Admiſſion, 
to a magnificent Court and a royal Banquet? 
Aſſure Yourſelf, the greateſt Unworthineſs is no 
Objection in GOD's Account. Since He never 
looks at any Thing amiable in the Creature, that 
may engage Him to ſhew Mercy; nor yet at 
any Thing abominable in the Creature, that may 
with-hold Him from ſhewing Mercy. Not for 
your Sake, but for my own Sake, is his invariable 
Decree. | 
With regard to Worthineſs, this is as much 
diſavowed by the Goſpel, as eguivocal * Generation 
is exploded by the modern Philoſophy. The Goſ- 
pel being a gracious Proviſion, made, by the ſu- 
preme royal Prerogative, for the Relief of the 
Ruined, and the Salvation of the Ungodly. _ 
.. Nay; this Notion of yours is diametrically con- 
trary to the Goſpel, and totally ſubver/rve of the 
Covenant of Grace. . 
Ther. In what Reſpect? | 


* The Ancients imagined, that many Vegetables and 
Inſects were produced by, I know not what, plaſtic 
 Pewer in the Sun and other Elements. This is called 

equivocal Generation, Whereas, the modern Philoſo- 
phers maintain, that every Individual of this Kind, de- 
nves its Being from ſome Parent-Vegetable or Parent- 
Animal. This is ſtyled univocal Generation. — The for- 
mer Opinion is now univerſally rejected, as irrational, 
chimerical, and to the laſt Degree unphiloſophical. 


* 
88 1 1 


— 
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Ap. Becauſe it would make our own Duty and 


Obedience the Terms. Whereas, the Terms were 
CHR-1ST's Suffering, and CHRIST*'s Obe- 


dience. 'Theſe are the Hinge on which, that great 


Tranſaction turns, and on which the Hope of the 
World hangs. . 
Ther. Be more particular, Aſþaſio. 

b. The firſt Covenant was made with Adam, 
for Himſelf and for Us. Breaking it, He loſt his 
original | Righteouſneſs, and becgme ſubje& to 
Death. Became at once a Bankrupt and a Rebel. 
In this Guilt, in this Miſery, We and all his Poſ- 
terity ſhared. — Now You cannot ſuppoſe, that the 


Almighty MAJESTY would enter into a freſh 


Covenant, with an igſalvent and attainted Creature. 
It pleaſed, therefore, the SECOND PER- 
SON of the adorable TRINITY, to under- 
take our Cauſe; to become our Surety ; and put 
- Himſelf in our Stead. Vith Him the ſecond Co- 
venant was made, He was charged with the Per- 
. formance of the Conditions; thereby to obtain 
Pardon and Righteouſneſs, Grace and Glory, for 
all his People. I have made a Covenant, ſays the 
LORD JEHOVAH, not with fallen Adam, 
or any of his guilty Race, but with my CHOSEN 
ONE“. And the Terms were (You will permit 

X 2 me 


* P/al. Ixxxix. 3. It is generally allowed, that this 
Pſalm, in its ſablimeſt Senſe, is referable to CHRIS; 
and in its full Extent, is referable only unto CHRIST. 


If fo, I think, it would be more ſignificant and emphati- 


cal, to render "ya My CHOSEN ONE.—This will 
furniſh out a very clear and cogent Argument to prove, 
that the Covenant of Grace was made, not with Us, 
our Anceſtors or Succeſſors, but with the LORD 

| _ TESUS 
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me to repeat the momentous Truth) not your Wor- 
thineſs or mine, but the Incarnation, the Obedience 
the Death of GOD's ever-bleſſed SON, 

Ther. Has Man then no Office aſſigned, no Part 
to act, in the Covenant of Grace? 

Aſp. He has: but it is a Part, which my Friend 
ſeems very loth to diſcharge. - His Part is to accept 
the Bleſſings, fully purchaſed by the SAVIOUR> 
and freely preſented to the Sinner. His Part is 
not to diſhonour the REDEEMER's gracious 
Interpoſition, and infinitely ſufficient Performance, 
by pretending to any Merit of his own. His Part 
(why will You conſtrain me to reiterate in this 
Manner?) is not to bring Money in his Hand, 
with the ten Brethren; but, with an empty Hand, 
and like an impoveriſhed Lazarus, to take hold of 
GOD's Covenant *. | 

Ther, If this be the Nature of the New Covenant, 
I muſt confeſs, that I have hitherto been ignorant 
of it, and of the Goſpel. | 

Aſp. And from hence ariſes your preſent Diſtreſs. 
To this, not to your Unworthineſs, but to this I 
aſcribe your Perplexity and Anguiſh.— Vou are a 
Philoſopher, Theron; and have been accuſtomed 


to examine the Proportion of Objects, rather than 
Q to 
* 
JESUS CHRIST in our Name. fuſt ſuch an Argu- 
ment as the Apoſtle uſes, to convince the Galatians, 
That the Promiſes of the Covenant were made to the 
ſame Divine PERSON, Gal. iii. 16 —From both which 
Premiſes this important Concluſion follows; That Juſti- 
fication and every ſpiritual Bleſſing are the Fruit of 
CHRIST's Obedience; are lodged in Him as the 
great Proprietary; are communicated to Sinners, only 
through Faith, or in a Way of Believing. See Zech. 
IX. 11. 
2 * Ifai, Ivi. 4. 
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to weigh them in the Balance of the Sanctuary. 
Here, you find ſuch Accounts of divine Grace, and 
ſuch Diſtributions of divine Favour, as break 
through and ſuperſede all the Rules of Equity and 
Proportion, maintained among Men. This quite 
overthrows your Concluſions, drawn from the F;t- 
xeſs of Things. —Overthrows, did I fay? Let me 
corre& myſelf. Is it not fit, highly fit, that We 
ſhould, however unworthy in Ourſelves, magnify 
the Grace of our GOD? 

Ther. Moſt certainly. | 

Aſp. How can this be done, but by expecting 
great and ſuperlatively precious Bleſſings from his 
Hand? Alexander, You know, had a famous, but 
indigent Philoſopher, in his Court. Our Adept in 
Science, was once particularly ſtraitened in his Cir- 
cumſtances. To whom ſhould He apply, but to his 
Patron, the Conqueror of the World? His Re- 
queſt was no ſooner made, than granted. Alexander 
gave him a Commiſſion, to receive of his Trea- 
ſurer whatever He wanted. He immediately de- 
mands, in his Sovereign's Name, ten thouſand 
Pounds.— The Treaſurer, ſurpriſed. at fo large a 
Demand, refuſes to comply: but waits upon the 
King, and repreſents the Affair. Adding withal, 
how unreaſonable He thought the Petition, and 
how exhorbitant the Sum. Alexander heard Him 
with Patience. But, as ſoon as He had ended 
his Remonſtrance, replied; „Let the money be 
<« inftantly paid. I am delighted with this Philo- 
ſopher's way of thinking. He has done me a 
e ſingular Honour. By the Largeneſs of his Re- 
queſt, He ſhews the high Idea He has con- 
X 3 c ceived, 
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<« ceived, both of my ſuperior Wealth, and my 5 mig 
« royal Munifcence.” Te 
Thus, my dear Theron, let Us honour, what the wh 
inſpired Penman ſtyles, The marvelous Loving-kind- Thi 
neſs of FEHOLVAH. From the King, whoſe is 
Name is the LORD of Heſis, let Us expect Ser 
I' fay not, what correſponds with our low Models | the 
of Generoſity—l ſay not, what We ſuppoſe pro; : the 
portioned to our fanſied Deſerts—but what is ſuit- Rig 
able to the unknown Magnificence of his Name, and 
and the unbounded Benevolence of his Heart. Let Thi 
Us expect ſuch divinely rich Bleſſings, as ſurpaſs | whi 
all created Power, and all human Apprehenſion. me 
Then We ſhall no longer be afraid, aſſuredly to of! 
truſt that gracious Declaration, FESUS CHRIST neit 
is made of GOD unto Us Wiſdom, and Righteouſ- but 
neſs, and Sandtification, and Redemption. F ESUS - MY 
CHRIST hath given Himſelf for Us, and does Wi 
give Himſelf to Us; together with all the Bleſſings will 
of his Purchaſe, from the Pardon of our daily In- ſion 
firmities, even to eternal Life in Glory. 7 
Ther. Ves; upon Condition, that We fight the < 
good Fight, and finiſh our Courſe of Duty. Hence- rece 
forth, ſays the Apoſtle; after this is done, there is real 
laid up for me, and for other victorious Soldiers, for eſt 
other faithful Labourers, a Crown of Righteouſneſs, Gr: 
Aſp. But is it vouchſafed, on account of their ſuc- hen 

ceſsful Warfare, or perſevering Obedience? If fo, | 
Hrael may vaunt tbemſelues, and ſay; Mine own 54 
Hand, not the REDEEMER's e Ho the 
bath ſaved me v. pla 
Not to repeat what has already been alledged, in Prog 
Co to this Opinion—Not to produce what = 
4 7 might pri: 
Dic 

* Judg. vii. 8, 


* 
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might farther be urged, from a Variety of ſcriptural 
Teſtimonies—T ſhall only defire You to obſerve, 
what the Apoſtle Himſelf adds in this very Place. 
Were is laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs : but 
is this the Pay, proportionate or owing to his own. 
Services? Is it what he claims and demands, on 
| the Foot of Duty performed ?—The very Title of 

f the Reward implies the contrary. It is a Crown of 
Righteouſneſs, becauſe purchaſed by the meritorious 
and conſummate Righteouſneſs of CHRIST. 
The Action of the Judge declares the contrary: | 
which the LORD, the righteous Judge, ſhall give | 
me at that Day. It is, You ſee, a Gift; an Act 
of Favour; the iſſue of unmerited Bounty; what 
neither Saint, nor Martyr, nor Apoſtle enjoys, 
but only by way of gracious Donation “. ö 
| You have been complaining of your Guilt. 
Why will You increaſe and aggravate it? Why 
will You add Robbery to all your other Tranſgreſ- 
ſions ? | 

Ther. Robbery ! 

Aſp. Yes, Theron, By all this Backwardneſs to 
receive CHRIST and his Benefits, You are 
really robbing GOD; robbing Him of the bright- 
eſt Jewel in his Crown; the Honour of—his free 
Grace—his rich Mercy—his matchleſs, incompre- 
henſible, heavenly bounty. | 

X 4 Ther, 


* 2 Tim. iv. 8, The Word anon, as it ſtands in 
the preſent Connection, is, I think, very properly ex- 
plained by a late pious Profeſſor of Divinity at G/a/gow ; 
Prefitetur Fiduciam ſuam de gratuita Mercede, quam DEUS 
gratis "ran omnibus Fidelibus, & ut juſtus Tudex, juſte 
fimul ex Gratia rependet, non ex Merito ullo noſtro, Jed 
priora Dona ſua gratuita poſterioribus gratuitè, cumulagygo. 
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Ther. Ah! my Afpaſio! You don't know my 


State. You cannot conceive my Guilt v. I was, 
by Nature, a Child of Wrath. I have been, by 
Practice, a Slave of Sin. What is worſe, I am 


ſtill corrupt; have till a carnal Heart.—And has 


not ſuch a Wretch farfeited all Title to the Divine 


Favour? Nay, does not ſuch a Wretch deſerve 


the Vengeance of eternal Fire ? 
Af. That We all deſerve this Miſery, is cer- 


_ tain beyond Diſpute. I am glad, that We- are 


ſenſible of our horrible Vileneſs. Now We are to 
believe, that the LORD FESUS has ſatisfied 
Divine Juſtice ; has paid an immenſely glorious 
Price, on purpoſe to obtain for ſuch damnable 
Wretches, both the Manifeſtation, and all the 
Fruits, of the divine Good-Will, According to 


the Import of that charming Scripture, hen We 
were Enemies (and what is there in an Enemy, to 


beſpeak 


believe, No One experienced in the ſpiritual Life 
will ſuſpect, that Theron ſpeaks out of Character. — Con- 
ſcience, ' when once alarmed, is a ſtubborn and uncere- 
monious Thing. It pays no Defexence to Wealth: it 
never ſtands in Awe of Grandeur; neither can it be 
ſoothed by the Refinements of Education, nor pacified 
by the Attainments of Learning. And We generally 
find, that a moſt unaccountable Propenlity to Se/f-wwor- 
thine/s, ſtrongly poſſeſſes the newly-awakened Sinner. 
He is perpetually raiſing Objections, founded on the 
Want of perſonal Merit ; notwithſtanding all our Re- 
monſtrances, to quiet his Fears, and remove his Jea- 
loufies. It is indeed a hard Taſk, for a Mind, natural- 
ly leavened with legal Pride, to come naked and miſ- 
erable to CHRIST—to come, diveſted of every 


Recommendation, but that of extreme Wretchedneſs ; 
and receive, from the Hand of unmerited Benignity, 


the free Riches of evangelical Grace. 
voy NY | 1 


C6; 
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beſpeak Favour, or deſerve Benefits?) V were re- 
conciled to GOD by the Death of his SON. 

You have great Guilt.—But is this a Reaſon, why 
You ſhould be prohibited the Bleflings of the Co- 
venant? Contemplate the State of that forlorn and 
wretched Outcaſt, deſcribed in the ſixteenth of 
Ezekiel. An Infant in its Blood: this repreſents a 
_ Sinner, who has nothing to excite Love, but all 
that may provoke Abhorrence. Hear what the 
HOLY ONE of Jrael ſays, concerning ſuch, 
an One. I ben I ſaw Thee, waſhed, and purified, 
and made meet for my Acceptance? No; but when 
I ſaw Thee polluted in thy Blood + ; loathſome with 
Defilement, and laden with Iniquity, Then, even 
then I ſaid unto Thee, Live: 1 ſpread my Shirt over 
Thee; and Thou becameſi mine. Can You think of 
any Reaſon, why ſuch a ſordid Obje& ſhould be 
cheriſhed and careſſed, but Mercy alone; mere Mer- 
cy, properly ſo called? Yet this is the Manner of 
GOD's Proceeding, not barely with one People, 
but with Sinners of every Denomination; not in 
one Period of Time only, but through all Ages and 
all Generations. 

You are fill corrupt. — What then ! Does this 
hinder You from being relieved by the SAVI- 
OUR's Righteouſneſs ? Does it not rather prove 
You to be one of thoſe, whom He came to ſeek 

. and 


9 Rom. V. 10. 


+ The Words are peculiarly emphatical ; 282 
doubled, but redoubled. To denote, at once, the 
Strangene/s of the Fact, yet the Certainty of the Favour, 
then I paſſed by thee, and ſaw thee polluted in thine own 
Blood, / ſaid unto thee when theu waſt in thy Blood. 
Live: Tea, T ſaid unto thee «when thou waſt in thy Blood, 
Live, Ezek. xvi. 6. | | 


1 
1 
1 
oh; | 
1 
4 
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and to fave? —You are a Governor of the County- 
hoſpital, Theron. You have been induſtrious in 
promoting, and are active in ſupporting, that excel- 
lent Inſtitution; where Medicine with her healing 
Stores, and Religion with her heavenly Hopes, act 
as joint Hand-maids to Charity. What are the 
Circumſtances, which render any Perſons the pro- 
per Objects, for an Admiſſion into your Infirmary? 

Ther. Their Poverty and their Diſtemper. With- 
out Poverty, they would not need; and free from 
_ Diftemper, they would not prize, the Benefit of our 
modern Betheſda. | 

Aſp. Apply this to the Caſe under Conſideration. 
The whole World is in a State of ſpiritual Diſor- 
der. CHRIST is ſtyled, by the infpired Wri- 
ter, The LORD our Healer *. The Gift of his 
Righteouſnets, the Balm of his Blood, and the In- 
fluences of his SPIRIT, are the ſovereign Reſto- 
rative. And ſure it cannot be a fanſiful Perſuaſion 
of our Health, but the real Miſery of our Diſeaſe, 
which renders Cs proper Objects of his recovering 
Grace.— He came, not to call the Righteous, but Sin- 
ners t. To give them Repentance, and Newnels of 
| Life; 


— 


* Exod. xv. 26. 


+ I came, mot to call the Righteous, but Sinners to Regen- 
tance. Matt. ix. 13. Many Perſons, I am apt to ſuſpect, 
miſtake the Meaning of this ſweet Paſſage; and turn the 
freely flowing Benefits of the Goſpel, into the rigorous Re- 
quirements of the Law. 

They reckon, our LORD's Calling to Repentance, 
is like a School-maſter calling the Youths to their Taſk, 
or like a Houſholder calling his Servants to their Work. 
Whereas, it is like Zo/eph, the Governor of Egypt, call- 
ing his Brethren, each to receive a Suit of Apparel, and 


all to partake of his hoſpitable Banquet, —_ 
CHRIST, 


I 
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Life ; which He effects, by giving Himſelf to them, 


as their whole Salvation. 

Ther. But, if any fooliſh and refractory Patients 
have abuſed our Beneficence; it is a ſtanding unal- 
terable Rule of the Houſe, never to admit them a 
ſecond Time; however preſſing their Exigencies, 
or however powerful their Recommender. I havę, 
not once only, but through the whole Courſe of 
my Life, abuſed the marvelous Fun of 
the LORD. 

Aſp. And is not the LORD ſuperior to all his 
Creatures, in Acts of Pardon, as well as of Power ? 
Ves; as thoſe Heavens are higher, than this pro- 
ſtrate Earth; ſo much more inlarged and extenſive 
is the divine Clemency than the wideſt Sphere of 
human Kindneſs, ſhall I ſay? Rather than the 
boldeſt Flights of human Imagination. 


Since Adam fell, no Mortal, uninſpir' d, 
Has ever yet conceiv'd, or ever Hall, 
How kind is GOD *, 


Your Statutes are inexorable, in caſe of one no- 
torious Irregularity committed, But che free Gift 
of a REDEEMER's Righteouſneſs is vouch- 
ſafed, notwithſtanding many Offences, unto Fuſtifica- 
tion T. It is the Glory of our Almighty RULER, 
and redounds to the Honour of his crucified SON, 
to paſs over not a ſingle Tranſgreſſion only, but a 

Multitude 


CHRIST, as a SAVIOUR, is the greateſt of Be- 
nefactors. When, therefore, He calls to Repentance, his 
Intention 1 is, not to demand, but to beſtow; not to en- 
join, but to impart. HE i exalted, ſays the Apoſtle, 10 
give Repentance. Acts v. 31. | 

* Night-Thoughts. + Rom. v. 16. t Prov. 


xix. 11. 


5 
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righteous and god y Perſon, the LORD JESUS, 
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Multitude of Provocations; to be altogether as un- 
equaled in Mercy, as HE is abſolutely ſupreme in 
Majeſty. 

As it is the groſſe/t Pride, to entertain high No- 
tions of our own Accompliſhments, or to expect 


eternal Life on the Score of our own Obedience; 


ſo it will be the greateft Afront to the Grandeur of 
CHRIST's Merits, and the Freeneſs of his Grace, 


if we ſuppoſe our Crimes too heinous to be forgiven; 
or our Perſons too vile to be accepted. 


Ther. I have often thought ; If I was as holy 
and righteous, as ſome Perſons, whom I know ; if 
I had ſuch Dominion over my evil Affections, and 
brought forth ſuch Fruits of Righteouſneſs, as I 
have obſerved in ſome Chriſtians; I could then 
confidently believe, 

Aſp. Then you would lay your own Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs, as a Foundation for your Faith; 
not the infinitely tender Mercies, and the 2 


ably ſure Promiſes of the LORD. Ia this Caſe, 


You would act like the Maſon, who purpoſes to 
dig his Materials from a Cloud of Smoke, not from 
the Stones of the Quarry. © 

Beſides ; this Method would not only miſcarry, 


but contradit the Deſign of CHRIST's Coming. 


He came to ſave Sinners, and to juſtify the Ungedly. 
According to your Notion, He muſt come to ſave 
the Righteous, and to juſtify the Godly. He muſt 
be a Phyſician, not to the Diſeaſed, but to the 
Healthy; and his Blood muſt cleanſe, not the De- 


filed, but the Pure. 


Whatever my Friend may have thought, 1 will 
not ſcruple to affirm; That, if He was indeed a 


— 
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as a SAVIOUR, would have nothing to do 
with him. But, being a ſinful and ungodly. Man, 
J will venture to add, what the People ſaid to blind 
Bartimeus; Be of good Comfort, He calleth Thee. 
Calleth thee, that Thou mayeſt be juſtified, ſancti- 
fied, ſaved. Therefore, come boldly to HIM, rely 
chearfully on Him, that You may obtain this great 
Mercy, and ſhare this rich Grace. 


Theron pauſed, —Theſe Conſiderations ſeemed to 
operate: This Anodyne to take effeft.——Defirous 
to improve the favourable Juncture, and impart 
more ſtrong Conſolation, Aſpaſio, added. 

How often did the Inhabitants of Feruſalem diſ- 
regard the Warnings, and reject the Counſels of 
our Bleſſed LORD! How juſtly might HE have 
ſworn in his Wrath; © They ſhall never hear the 
« joyful Sound of my Goſpel more. The Bleflings, 
« which they have ſo wantonly deſpiſed, and fo 
„ wickedly abuſed, ſhall be irrevokably withdrawn.” 
— Inſtead of paſſing ſuch a Sentence, this. is the 
Charge, which, after his Reſurrection, He gives to 
his Apoſtles : Let Repentance and Remiſſun of Sins be 
preached, in my Name, to all Nations, B&GINNING 
AT JERUSALEM®,—* At Feruſalem, LORD! 
Have not the Men of that ungrateful and barba- 
* rous City been deaf to thy tendereſt Importunities ? 


Did they not perſecute Thee unto Condemnation 


and Death? Are not their Weapons, ſtill reeking, 
© as it were, with thy Blood; and their Tongues 
* ſtil] ſhooting out Arrows, even bitter Words? By 
** which they would murder thy Character, as they 
© have already crucified thy Perſon.” — Yet theſe 
Vretches (and could any be more inhuman? Could 


any 
Luke xxiv. 47. 
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any be more unworthy?) are not only not abhorred, 

but unto them is the Meſſage of Grace, and the 
Word of Salvation ſent. Nay, to ſhew the unpa- 
ralleled Freeneſs of our RED EE ME R's Grace, 
Theſe are fit upon the heavenly Lift. The glad 
Tidings of Pardon and Life, which are to be pub- 

' liſhed through the World, nu begin (amazing Mer- 
cy!) MUST. BEGIN at Feruſalem. | 


Der. Thus much I may venture to profeſs in my 
own Behalf: That Ilong for this Bleſſing—I pray 

for this Bleſſing— But I cannot ſee my Title, to this 

comprehenſive and ineftimable Bleſſing, clear. 

AP. 1 behold it perfectly clear. Not becauſe You 
long for it, and pray for it. But becauſe CHRIST 
and his Righteouſneſs are granted “ unto You, in 
the ſure irrevokable Record of the Gopſel. 

| Ther. 


* By this Grant, We have a Title to CHRIST; yes, 
ſays Mr. Boſton, by Virtue of this Grant, CHRIST 
& js ours, even before We believe. Not that We have a 
« /aving Intereſt in Him, or are in a State of Grace : but 
„% that We have a common Intere/t in Him, and the com- 
4 mon Salvation; which fallen Angels have not. So 
rc that ĩt is lawful and warrantable for Us, not for them, 
«* to take Poſſeſſion of CHRIST and his Salvation.“ 
See Mr. BosTon's Notes upon a Book, entitled The 
Marrow of mogern Divinity. p 
A Book, deſigned to guard equally againſt antinomiarn 
Licentiouſneſs, and legal Bondage. The Thoughts are 
Juſt and ſtriking; the Arguments ſolid and convincing, 
The Diction is familiar, yet perſpicuous ; and the Doc- 
trine exceedingly comfortabie, becauſe truly evangelical. 
— The Notes are, I think, a Maſter- piece of candid and 
judicious Criticiſm. In which the nice Diſcernment of 
the Logician, ſifts, diſtingufhes, and adjuſts the rich 
Furniture of the Divine.— Perhaps, I may venture to ſay, 
that this little Treatiſe pours as much Light upon the 
| Goſpel 


DIALO GU E XV. 335 


Ther. Can you mention a Paſſage, in which theſe 
precious Bleſſings are granted: 1 

Aſp. Eafily and readily, F any Man thirſt, tet 
him come unto me and drint.— Some Days ago, a wor- 
thy Clergyman, who lately came to ſettle in the 
Neighbourhood, did Himſelf the Honour of making 
one at your Table. After Dinner, You ſhewed 
Him your Library; We took a Walk in your Gar- 
den; and made the agreeable Tour of the Fiſh- 
ponds, Then— with that amiable Frankneſs of 
Mien and Accent, which is ſo peculiar to my Friend, 
and endears all his Favours, —Y ou told Him; “ That 
« He was as welcome to any Book in your Study, 


cc as if the whole Collection was his own. That 
« if, on a Viſit from ſome Acquaintance of ſuperi- 


& or Rank, He ſhould wiſh to be accommodated 
« with a more delicate Entertainment than uſual ; 
« the Productions of your Waters, and of your 
e Hot-beds, were intirely at his Service. And that 
& his Acceptance of your Offers, without the leaſt 
« Shyneſs or Reſerve, would be the moſt pleaſing 
« Compliment, He could pay You on the Occa- 
&« fon.” | | 

Ther. Why do You leave the ſacred Text? Why 
deſiſt from opening the Treaſures of Scripture; 
only to gild a Potſherd, and make Earth and 
Aſhes vain ? 

Aſp. Not to make Theron vain, but to make Him 
aſhamed of his Diſtruſt. In the Manner of doing 
this, I follow the Example of my unerring M A $- 
TER. He deduces his Argument for Faith in 


8 the 


Goſpel and Grace of CHRIST; and, together with the 
Notes, affords as many important Diſtinctions in Divi 
nity, as any Book of its Size whatever. | 


* 
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the everlaſting FATHER, from the Senſations 
which earthly Parents feel towards their Children. As... 
He appeals even to the Experience of bad Men, and 5 
to the Learnings of their own Bowels, for a Vindi- ir 
cation and Diſplay of the divine Compaſſion. 1f 2 
Ne then, being evil, know how to give good Gifts unto bY 
your Children, how much mor ſhall your heavenly F A- « 
- THER give good Things, to them that aſk Him * ? f * 
But We return to the Application of our Text. 1 
Thus ſaid my Friend. And what ſays the PR O- = 
PRIETOR of all Good? — any Man, how- 6 
ever unworthy his Perſon, or obnoxious his Cha- a 
racter, thirſt. —Thirſt for ſomething, to make Him | 4 
truly happy. — Saying, with them of old Time Y 
„Who will ſhew Us any Good?“ Let Him come 3 
unto ME, the Fountain of living Waters; and not | 
only taſte, or fip, but drink his Fill.ä— Though He be 


has hitherto been hewing to himſelf broken Ciſterns, 
and labouring for that, which ſatisfieth not, Nay; bi 
though He has frequented the polluted Stream, and G 
not only beguiled Himſelf with Vanity, but defiled * 
Himſelf with Iniquity. Yet let Him turn to Me, 4 
and He ſhall neither meet with a Repulſe, nor find fo 
his Wiſhes mocked. He ſhall obtain ſubſtantial 4 
Satisfaction; even the Forgiveneſs of his Sins, the _ C 
co 
C 
1 
f 
fi 
1 
A 


true Righteouſneſs, and everlaſting Life +.—Since 
then the Invitation is ſo abſolutely free, what have 
You to do, but, without Scruple or Doubtfulneſs, 
to drink? To receive the Promiſe as your Portion, 
and to look upon the Bleſſings as your own? 


That 


© Matt. vii. 11. 
+ Nothing leſs than theſe Bleſſings, can be meant by 
the Drink which CHRIST gives; as nothing lets than 
theſe, can ſatiate the weary Soul. 
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That Clergyman has not the leaſt Suſpicion of 
being diſappointed, in caſe He ſhould ſend for a 
Brace of Carp from your Canal, or a fine Melon 
from your Garden:—Why is He ſo confident ?. Be- 
cauſe He has done You any ſignal Service? No! 
but becauſe You have paſſed your Word, and made 
the generous Offer. — And why ſhould You harbour 
the leaſt Doubt concerning the Divine Veracity ? 
Why ſhould You call in queſtion your Right to 
theſe heavenly Treaſures ? Since it is founded on a 
„Grant, altogether as free, altogether as clear, as 
your own indulgent Conceflion ; and infinitely more 
firm, than any human Engagement. Founded on 
the Fidelity of that ſublime BEING, who © re- 
« members his Covenant and Promiſe to a thouſand 


* Generations.“ 
Ther. It is impoſſible to confute, yet difficult to 


believe, what You urge. 

Aſp. What I urge, is not the Voice of a few 10 
bious Paſſages, nicely culled from the Book of 
GOD, or forcibly wreſted by the Interpretation of 
Man. The whole Tendur of Inſpiration runs, 
with the greateſt Perſpicuity, and the greateſt Uni- 
formity, in this delightful Strain.—Let me, out of 
a Multitude, produce another Expreſs from the 
Court of Heaven, Ho! every One that thinſteth, 
come Je to the Waters, even He that hath no Money. 
Come Ye, buy and eat : yea; come, buy Wine and Milk, 
without Money and without Price x. Mine and Milk, 
ſignify the Juſtification of our Perſons ; our Sancti- 
fication thereby; and the Hope of eternal Glory. 
Theſe are nouriſhing and refreſhing to the Soul, as 
Milk the richeſt of Foods, and as Wine the beſt of 

Vol. III. d 4 Cordials, 


e Ifai. Iv. 1. 
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Cordials, are to the Body.—Theſe, You ſee; art to 
be received and enjoyed, without Money, and without 


Price. Without any Merit of our own; without 


any Plea deduced from Ourſelves; by poor, und 
done, periſhing Bankrupts.—They are thus free for 
every One. No Exception is made. No excluſive, 
Clauſe added. It is not ſaid, Any One that is wor- 
thy; but Every One, that thirfleth.—And this is 
mentioned, not as a Qualification entitling ; but as 
eonneCting the Invitation with thoſe Circumſtances &, 
which muſt make it more eminently gracious, and 


more - 


* Thoſe Circumflances—that is, the Unhappineſs and 
Mifery occaſioned by Sin; which, and not any gracious 
Habits, are ſet forth under the Notion of thirfing. This 
Thirſt all Men are labouring to quench ; ſome one Way, 
ſome another. The Goſpel points out the ozly Way of 
doing it effectually, and invites Us to make Uſe of the 
happy Expedient. | | 

Every One that thirfteth ; ** thirſteth for the Grace of 
*$ GOD, and for the Bleſſings of the Goſpel,” ſays Mr. 
Poole. Whoſe Annotations, though on critical Points ac- 
curate; on hiſtorical Subjects perſpicuous; are not 
always, on doctrinal Heads, ſo truly evangelical, as 
might be wiſhed. —** This Thirſt, He adds, implieth a 
« vehement, and active Defire of Grace.” Does not 
ſach an Expoſition place the greateſt Part of Mankind, 
yea even of the viſible Church, quite beyond the Com- 
paſs of this gracious Invitation ?—But to our unſpeak- 
able Comfort, the following Verſe decides the Queſtion, 
againſt the celebrated Commentator, and in Favourof the 
miſerable Sinner. The zhirf/ty are thoſe, who ſpend their 
Money for that which is not Bread, and their Labour for thae 
aobich /atisfieth not. Which is the Caſe with unreaſon- 
able, fooliſh, wicked Men. Theſe therefore are invited. 
Whereas, they who thirſt for Grace ; whoſe Thirſt is 


vehement and active; they are not ſpending their Mo. 


ney at this unprofitable Rate, On the contrary ; they 
are labouring for that, which is ſubſtantial Bread, and, 
of all Things in the World, moſt ſatisfying. 
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more particularly intereſting.— To leave no Room 


for any miſgiving Apprehenſions, the kind Invita- 


tion is repeated; buy and eat; buy Wine and Milk. 
The invaluable yet free Tender, is confirmed again 
and again; He that hath no Money ; without Money; 
without Price. And both are preſſed upon Us with 
a very remarkable Ardour, with the moſt affection- 
ate Vehemence ; Come Ye ; Come Ye; yea, come. 

Had our heavenly BENEFACTOR permit- 
ed Us to draw up this Inſtrument of Conveyance, 
and word it according to our own Wiſh; what 
Language could We have contrived, to render either 
the Grant more free, or our Claim more ſecure ? 

Ther. Theſe are chearing Truths; and as cogent, 
as chearing. They amount to little leſs than a 
Demonſtration. Methinks, I am ready to profeſs, 
in the Language of Agrippa; Almo/t Thou perſuad- 
i me, to truſt and not be afraid. 

Ap. If I have alma perſuaded, my GOD will 
altogether perſuade. This is the Work of his bleſſed 
SPIRIT. Which he accompliſhes, by ſuch gra- 
cious Words, and ſuch encouraging Words, as thoſe 
We have been quoting, —And can You diſtruſt the 
Sincerity of the divine Overtures? If the Over- 
ture are real, your Title is unqueſtionable.—Nay ; 
there is more than an Overture. You have an ac- 
tual Gift, from the Almighty MAJESTY. To . 
Us, fays the Prophet, @ Child is born *, To Us— 
He repeats the precious Truth; to declare his 
exuberant Joy +, and denote the abſolute Certain» 


ty 
* Ifai. ix. 6. 


+ Virgil has copied the Prophet's fne Manner. He 


repreſents Joy, —_— her Sentiments, in the ſame 
2 ſpirited 


"of 


340 DIALOGUE xx. 


ty * of the Thing—a Son is given. Even GOD's 
own SON, the ever-bleſſed FESUS, to be our 
PROPITIATION, our SURETY, our 
complete REDEEMER. _.-; 

Juſt caſt a Look upon yonder neat Lodge. Tho 
placed in the Center of a ſpacious Field, it 
ſeems to be contiguous with the Extremity of the 
Viſta, which it terminates. The Eye, traveling 
over ſuch a Length of Ground, has almoſt loſt 
the Windows, and the decent Ornaments of: the 
Front. But I ſhall not ſoon loſe the Idea of that 
amiable Munificence ; which, as I was rambling one 
pleaſant Morning, and accidentally called at the 
Houfe, I learned from its preſent Owner.—He was, 
I find, one of your Servants. _ Had ſpent ſeveral 
Yer in your Family. When He ſettled. in the 
World, You beſtowed upon him that commodious 
Box, and a pretty adjacent Farm; to poſſeſs, with- 
out Moleſtation or Controul, during his Life,— 
Does He not reckon the little Eſtate, by virtue of 
your Donation, to be his own? As much his own, 
for the Time preſcribed, as if he had paid an Equi- 
valent in Money ?—Since the LORD has given 
Us his SON, and all his unutterable Merits ; why 
| ſhould We not, with an Aſſurance of Faith, receive 
the Gift, and look upon it as our own ? Why ſhould 
we not confide in a Gift from JEHOVAH; and 

reckon 


ſpirited Strain, with the ſame reiterated Earneſt- 
neſs : 
CI Aumilemgue videmus 
Italiam. Italiam primus conclamat Achates, 
Italiam lte Socii Clamore ſalutant. 


See Gen. xli. 32. 
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reckon it firmer, than the firmeſt Deed? Far more 
inviolable, than any royal Patent? 

Ther. My Servant never affronted my Authority. 
If He had vilified my Character, or inſulted my 
Perfon, ſhould I then have been inclined to make 
the ſame advantageous Settlement ? 

Aſp. Herein appears the infinite Superiority of the 
divine Bounty, GOD is rich in Mercy, not only 
to the Obedient and Grateful, but to the Unthank- 
ful and unworthy. To the LORD our GOD, 
ſays the Prophet, belong Mercies and Forgiveneſſes; in 
Meaſure ſuperabundant, and in Continuance un- 
wearied. And this, notwith/tanding We haue offend- 
ed Him, by our manifold Failures in Duty. Nay, 
have rebelled * againſt Him, by the moſt flagrant 
Violations of his Law. 


In 


* Dan. ix. 9. The Original is1z11D. Than which no 
Expreſſion, in the Hebrew Language, bears a more ob- 
noxious Signification. It denotes the molt audacigus and 
the molt fagitious Impiety. It denotes that Rebellion, 
which is as the Sin of Witchcraft ; and that Stubboruneſt, 
which is as the Iniquity of Idolatry. Vet, all virulent and 
execrable as it is, does not ſuppreſs the Yearnings of 
divine Pity, nor ſuperſede the Exerciſe of divine For- 
giveneſs.— With a Word derived from the ſame Root, 
Saul, when exaſperated almoſt to Madneſs, upbraids 
Fonathan. And we know Perſons ſo extremely incenſed, 
never ſpeak in the ſofteſt Terms ; never touch the Sub- 
jet with a Feather, but make their Tongue like a ſharp 
Sword, 

May I venture to add ? That our Tranſlators ſeem to 
miſtake the proper Application of the afore- mentioned 
Paſſage, They repreſent Saul's InveRtive, flying as widg 
of the Mark, as it is over-charged with Malice, —S x 
the 3 rebellious Woman ! This might be fol 
without the leaſt Impeachment of Jonathan's perſonal 
Loyalty.— Beſides, is it * exceſſively indecent, as well 

3 as 
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In ſweet Concert with his prophetical Leſſon, 
ſings the tranſported Pſalmiſt; Then, LORD, in 
thy ſacred Humanity, haſt aſcended up on High : aſ- 
cended, from the low Caverns of the Tomb, to the 
higheſt Throne, in the higheſt Heavens. —Thou haſt 
led Captrvity captive : haſt aboliſhed Death, that uni- 
verſal Tyrant; and ſubdued thoſe Powers of Dark- 
neſs, which had inſlaved the whole World. —-Like 
a glorious. and triumphant Conqueror, Thou haſt 
alſo received Gifts ; not merely for thy own Fruiti- 
on, but to confer on Others, by way of honorary 
and enriching Largeſs, — What are thoſe Gifts, 
Theron ? | 

Ther. The Gifts of the Goſpel, I ſuppoſe : Pardon 
of Sin, the Influences of the HOLY SPIRIT, 
and the various Privileges of Chri/tianity, Which 
conſtitute the preſent Happineſs of Mankind, and 
prepare them for future Bliſs. 

Aſp. Y ou rightly judge,—-And for whom were 
thoſe royal, thoſe heavenly Donatives received ? If 
You have an Inclination to beſtow, a finely-wrought 


Piece of Plate, or an exquiſitely finiſhed Picture; 


what Names preſent themſelves to your Thoughts ? 
What Perſons: are the Objects of your Choice? 
The approved Friend, or diflinguiſhed Favourite, I 
make no Queſtion. —But for whom (let me aſk again 
ſince it is a Point of the laſt Importance) were 
thoſe heavenly Donatives deſigned ? 

Ther, 


as abſolutely unreaſonable, to reflect upon the Mother, 
for the Miſdemeanours of the Son? Surely, the Clauſes 
ſhould be rendered, in perfect Conſiſtence with the Ge- 
nius of the Original, Thou Son of per verſe Rebellion ; or, 
more agreeably to the Eng/if Idiom, Thow perverſe rebel. 
lious Wretch ] 1 Sam. xx, 39, 
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Ther. Let me recollect.— Thou receivedft Gift. 
not for fallen Angels, but for Men — And not for 
thy Friends, but for thy Enemies —yea, far the Re- 
bellious alſo *. Merciful Heaven ! What a Word is 
this! And does it come from the GOD of Truth ? 
— Gifts! Divine Gifts! Gifts of unſpeakable Value, 


and eternal Duration! And theſe to be conferred on 


Enemies, on the Rebellious! Wretches, who are 


deſtitute of all gracious Qualifications ; who deſerve 


not the leaſt Favour ; but have Reaſon to expect the 
Frowns of Indignation, and the Sword of Ven- 


geance | | 
Aſp. Thus it is written, in thoſe ſacred Conftitu- 
tions; which are far more ſtedfaſt and unalterable, 


than the Law of the Medes and Perfians.,—TFhus it is 


ſpoken, by the Mouth of that Almighty BEING; 
with whom there is no Variableneſs, nor the leaft 
Shadow of Turning.—Let Us not, my dear Friend, 
by unreaſonable Unbelief, fruſtrate all theſe Pro- 
miſes, and reject our own Mercies. Let us not, by 
an evil Heart of Unbelief, make GOD a Lyar; and 
make Ourſelves, of all Creaturgs, moſt miſerable. 
Formerly, tis true; We uſed to conſider the di- 
vine Juſtice, as an unſurmountable Bar to our Hap- 
pineſs. In ſuch a Cafe, the juſt GOD and eter- 
nal Miſery, appeared inſeparable Ideas. But the 
Goſpel has ſhewed Us an Expedient, whereby it is 
conſiſtent with the Glory of all the divine Perfecti- 
ons, to ſave even the worſt of Men, It ſhews Us, 
how the LORD JEHOVAH may be inflexi- 
bly juſt, yet receive ſuch guilty Wretches to his Mer- 
ey, his Favour, his everlaſting Good-will.— O! let 
Us not render this unexpected, and divinely rich 
| . TS Grace, 


* Pſal, IXviii. 11. 
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Grace, of none Effect with regard te Ourſelves, 
by ſaying each in his Heart ; “ What fignifies all 
«this to me? _ Unleſs I can, find ſome ſuperior 
& Excellency in myſelf—ſomething, whereby the 
« DEITY ſhould diſtinguiſh me, as his Favourite 
« for which He. ſhould reſpect me, as more deſerv- 


66 ing than others,” 1 


Ther. Thanks, Aſpaſio, many Thaks for your 
Admonition. It is both kind and ſalutary. Me- 
thinks, it begins to chear my Spirit, and diſſipate 
my uneaſiy Apprehenſions. O! May theſe Clouds 
on my Mind, follow | thoſe in the Firmament 
For a conſiderable Time, they hung abroad their 
extenſive Sables, to damp the Ardour, and abate the 
Glare of Day. The Sun has been colouring their 
fleecy. Skirts, and ſpreading over the floating Screen 


a Variety of interchangeable Hues. Now He be- 


gins to edge them with Gold, and ſhine them into 
Silver. A ſure Indication, that (like the glittering, 
but tramſitiry Toys, which they repreſent) they will 
ſoon be (wept from the Horizon, and ſeen no more, 
The bright Orb, while we are ſpeaking, burſts 
the Veil; and, from a yoluminous Pomp of parting 
Clouds, pours a Flood of Splendor over all the Face 
of Nature, —We ſhall quickly perceive this open 
Situation, too hot to conſiſt with Pleaſure: and muſt 
be abliged to ſeek for Shelter, in the ſhady Apart- 
ments of the Houſe; 

Ae. We muſt. And will You admit me, Theron; 
into thoſe ſhady Apartments ? 


Ther. Admit You, Aſpa/io 1 am ſurpriſed at 


your Queſtion. I thought You had known me bet- 
ter: and am ſorry, it ſhould be needful to allure 
2 # You, 
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You, chat my Houſe is as much yours, as it is mine, 
The more freely You command it, the more highly 
you will gratify the Owner, 

Aſp. May I believe my Theron ? Does He ſpeak 
from his Heart? Or muſt I conclude, that He plauſi- 
bly profeſſes, what He has no Intention to perform? 
— Would You be pleaſed, If I ſhould obſtinately 
perſiſt in theſe diſhonourable Suſpicions, notwith- 
Randing all your friendly Proteſtations ? 

Ther. My dear Apaſio, I ſee Your Deſign. I ſee, 
and am aſhamed. Aſhamed to think, that I ſhould 
fanfy myſelf more. punctual in my Profeſſions, than 
GOD is true to his Word. LORD, I believe. 
Help Thou mine Untelief ! 


D I A- 
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UR Friends had agreed upon à Viſit to 
O Philenor. They rode through a fine, open, 

fruitful Country. Which was covered with 
Crops of ripened Corn; and occupied by ſeveral 
Parties of Ruſtics, gathering in the e e Har- 
veſt. 

Au. Rye, white and hoary as it were with Age, 
waved its bearded Billows, and gave a dry huſky 
Ruſtle before the Breeze, —The heat, laden with 
Plenty, and beautifully Brown, hung the heavy 
Head; and invited, by its bending Poſture, the 
Reaper's Hand. Platts of Barley, and Acres of 
Oats, ſtood whitening in the Sun. Upright, and 
perfectly even, as though the Gardiner's Shears had 
clipped them at the Top, they gratified the Specta- 
tor's Eye, and gladdened the Farmer's Heart.— 
Beans partly clad in native Green, partly tranſ- 


formed and tawny with the parching Ray, were pre- 


paring the laſt Ty for the crooked Weapon.— 
Some 
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Some of the Grain lay flat, in regular Rows, on - 


the new- made Stubble. Some was erected, in 
graceful Shocks, along the briſtly Ridges. Some, 
conveyed homewards on the loaded Waggon, nod- 
ded over the groaning Axle. 

The Villages ſeemed to be empty, and all their In- 
habitants poured into the Plains. Here were Per- 
ſons of each Sex, and of every Age. The luſty 
Youths, ſtooping to their Work, plied the Sickle; or 
ſwept, with their Scythes, the falling Ranks.—The 
ſprightly Females followed, binding the Handfuls in- 
to Sheaves, or piling the Swarths into haſty Cocks, 
Diſperſed up and down were the Children of the 
Needy, gleaning the ſcattered Ears, and picking 
their ſcanty Harveſt.—Nor were the ol People ab- 
ſent; but crawling into the Sun, or fitting on 2 
ſhady Eminence, they beheld the Toils—the plea- 
ſing Toils, which they once ſuſtained, 

This is the moſt joyful Period of the Country. 
man's Life; the long expected Crown of all his 
Labours. For this, He broke the ſtubborn Glebe, 
and manured the impoveriſhed Soil. For this, He 
bore the ſultry Beams of Summer, and ſhrunk not 
from the pinching Blaſts of Winter. For this, He 

toiled away the Year, in a Round of ceaſeleſs but 
willing Activity. Knowing, that the Huſbandman 
muſt labour, before he partakes of the Fruits *,—And 

will not the bleſſed Hope of everlaſting Life; will not 
ths * 


2 Tim. ii. 6. Beza thinks, that in ſettling the Con- 
ſtruction of this Verſe, the Adverb u ſhould be con- 
netted with the Participle a. If fo, the Tran- 
flation exhibited above, may bid fair for — : 
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the bright Expectation of conſummate Bliſs,” ani- 
mate Us with an equally chearful Reſolution, both 
to reſiſt the Temptations, and diſcharge the Duties 
of our preſent State ? 

Short ſeemed the Way, and quick paſſed the Time, 
as they traveled through ſuch Scenes of rural 
Abundance, and rural Delight. — Before they were 
aware, the Horſes ſtopped at Philenor's Seat. Where 
they found, to their no ſmall Diſappointment, that 
the Mafter was gone abroad. They alighted how- 
ever and took a Walk in the Gardens, 

The Gardens, at proper Intervals, and in well- 
choſen Situations, were 'interſperſed with various 
Pieces of Statuary. At the Turn of a' Corner, 
You are—not ſhocked with a naked Gladiator, or 
a beaſtly Priapus—but unexpectedly entertained 
with the Image of Tully, He is juſt riſen from his 
Seat, and upon the Point of addrefling Himſelf to 
ſome important Oration. A reverential Awe ap- 
pears in his Countenance; ſuch as ſilently acknow- 
ledges, that He is going to plead before the Rulers 
of the World. His thoughtful] Aſpect, and grace- 
fully expanded Arm, ſpeak to the Eye, before the 


Tongue has uttered a Syllable. We look round 


for the venerable Audience, and are agreeably ſur- 
priſed, to find e buſt are and Trees. N 
5 — You 


= . 1 * « TY 


and, one of the mai e Waieng may have 
the Honour of commenting on the greateſt of the Apoſ- 
tles; Neill; falk, ſunt, qui diverſiſſimas Res expeaant. Igna- 
vie, Voluptatem, & Præmia Virtaiis. SauusT.t.e. I hey 
are, beyond all Diſpute, molt egregiouſly miſtaken, wid 
hope to unite [thoſe incompatible Things, the Picaſures 
ot Andolence, and the Rewards of Induſtry. 


- - 
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Vou enter an Alley, lined on either Side with a 
verdant Fan; and having no Variety of Odjects e 0 
diverſify the intermediate Space, your View is con- 
ducted to a magnificent Building at the End. As 
you walk along, contemplating the maſterly Per- 
formance in Architecture, a ſudden Opening di- 
verts your Attention: and, preſents you with ſome 
ſtriking Imitation. of virtuous or heroic Life,— 
Not the Macedonian Madman; nor Sweden's royal 
Knight-errant; nor Cæſar, ingen iy renowned 
for his flaughtered Millions; but the truly gallant 
Czar. A drawn Sword in his Hand, and a com- 
manding majeſtic Sternneſs on his Brow. The 

Meapon is held in the moſt menacing Poſture; and 
many a Spectator has been obſerved to ſtart-back, 
with Appiehenſions of Fear. It is that gloriouſſy 
ſevere Attitude, in which the grateful Citizens of 
5 # Narva beheld Him, and in which all Poſterity will 
admire Him; when He turned upon his own victo- 
rious, but ungovernable Troops, and threatened to 
drench the Dagger in their Hearts, if they did not 
immediately deſiſt from Rapine * and Slaughter; 
immediately allow Quarter to their vanquiſhed Foes, 

If here the Marble threatens, and the Hero 

frowns, in yonder Alcove the Penci! has diſplayed 


a ſofter Scene. There, in a lonely Receſs, and un- 
der 
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% As ſoon as the Soldiers were Maſters of the Town, 
(Narva) they fell to Plunder, and gave themſelves 
up to the moſt enormous Barbarities. The. Czar ran 
«« from Place to Place, to put a ſtop to the Diſorder and 
% Maſſacre. He was even obliged to kill with his own 
” bog . ſeveral ee who did not hearken to his 
ers. 
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der the melancholy Shades of Cypreſs, the brave 


Mradates claims our Pity, Fallen is the generous 
Warrior, and proſtrate on the Ground. See his 
manly Features, ſerene and intrepid ftill, though a 
dying Paleneſs has clouded all. Cloſed are thoſe 
ſprightly Eyes, which uſed to glow with Courage 
and martial Ardour. Cloſed, alas! never to be 
opened more; no, not to behold his amiable Pan- 
thea.— The amiable Panthea, kneeling on the Earth, 
and bending over the Corpſe, has raiſed the lifeleſs 
Head. Her own droops like a Lily ſurcharged with 
Rain; yet ſhe has placed the lovely- Burthen on 
her Arm, and bathed it with her Tears. See! 


with what Tenderneſs ſhe ſupports it, and with 


what Fondneſs cheriſhes it. While Cyrus, to ex- 
preſs a diſtinguiſhed Regard for the deceaſed Prince, 
claſps his cold Hand, Diftrefling Miſtake! He 


ſtarts, He is amazed, to behold: that able and truſty” 


Arm, ſuddenly falling from the Shoulder-Blade; 
The Tear ſwells into his Eyes, and ſpeaks the Sor- 
row of his royal Heart. But what can ſpeak the 
Anguiſh, which moans in thy Countenance, and 
rends thy Heart, thou afflicted Panthea O] that 
thou hadſt known the Truths, and taſted the Com- 
forts of Christianity! Then might thy Reſignation 
to Providence have been as exemplary, as thy Fide- 
lity to thy Lord, For want of this moſt conſola- 
tory Knowledge, what frantic and fatal Purpoſes 
are forming in thy Breaſt! We are ſhocked at the 
Apprehenfion of ſo horrid a Deed. We turn away 
from the Sight, and would loſe the very Thought, 

in ſome more pleafing Spectacle. 
Behold a SpeQacle, more pleaſing, and very dif- 
ferent, Under a circular Dome, ſupported by Pil- 
| | lars 
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lars of the Doric Order, and in a Spot where ſeveral 

Walks center, ſtands—not the Venus a Medicis ; 

corrupting, while it captivates, the World but a 

Spartan Mother. Her Habit decent and graceful ; 

ſomewhat like the June Matrona of the Romans, as 

She is finely depictured in Mr. Spence's Polymetis. 

Her Air ſtately and reſolved ; expreſſive of Dignity, » 

yet mingled with Softneſs. She holds a Shield: is 

in the Act of delivering it to her Son; a Youth, 

ſetting out for the Army, and going to hazard his 

Life, in the Defence of his Country, She is ſup- 

"poſed to add that ſpirited and magnanimous Exhor - 

tation, which is engraven on the Proguberance of the 

Buckler—yr&v, 1 emira;—Bring it back, my Son, as 

thy Trophy; or, be brought back upon it, as thy Bier. 

I am particularly pleaſed, faid Theron, with the 

Contrivance of this laſt Ornament. It is regulated 

| by one of the moſt refined Rules of Art; not to 

: laviſh away all the Beauty at a ſingle View, but to 

make a ſkilful Reſerve for ſome future Occaſion. 

The Dome and the Columns afford Pleaſure, when 

beheld at a conſiderable Diſtance. The fine ani- 

mated Figure in the midſt diſplays its Graces, on a 

nearer Approach. By which means, the Attention 

is kept awake, and the Entertainment continues 

new, 

But what I principally admire, is the Spirit or 

T Style of the Decorations in general. They put me 

4 in mind of a very juſt Remark, which Mr. Pope has 
ſomewhere made. {t is, if I remember right, to 

this Effect. A Man not only ſhews his Taſte, 

but his Virtue, in the Choice of his Ornaments, 

„ A proper Piece of Hiſtory, repreſented in Painting 

* on 2 rich Man's Walls, (or exhibited in Imagery 


e amid 
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* amidſt his Gardens) is very often a better Leſſon, 


„ than any He could teach by his Converſation. 
* In this Senſe, the Stones may be ſaid to ſpeak, 
« when Men cannot, or will not.” — All but the 
comparative or ſatyrical Part of the Obſervation, I 
would apply to the Proſpect before Us, and its wor- 
thy Owner. g 

Ap. Pbilenor's Gardens ane} I think, more chaſte 
and delicate in their Ornaments, 'than a certain co/- 
legiate Church. In the latter Place, We might re- 
ſonably expect the ſtricteſt Adherence to Purity, if 
We ſhould not meet with the Symbols of Piety, 


and Incitements to Religion,—What then would be 


the Reflections of a judicious Obſerver, if, in ſuch 
a ſolemn and venerable Edifice, He ſhould ſee a 
huge brawny Fellow ſtuck up againſt the Wall; 
with his Poſteriors half bare; his whole Body more 
than half naked; and in an Attitude none of the 


molt decent *,—Excuſc me, Theron. I confeſs my- 
ſelf 


» Referring to the Monument, lately erefted for 
Major GENERAL FLEminG, in Weſftminfter-Abbey, 
Where, under the General's Buſt, are- placed Her- 
cules and Pallas, Hercules, with his Club and Lion's 
Skin, in the Manner related above. Pallas, with a Mir- 


ror and a Serpent at her Side.—The Reader may ſee a- 


Picture and an Explanation of this Monument, in the 
Gentleman : Magazine for Auguft 1754. 

As this Church has been the Burial-place of the had 
Hlaftrious Perſonages, for many Centuries ; - as It is the 
Place, where al our Kings receive their Crowns, and 
many of them depoſit their Aſhes ; as it is ſingularly emi- 
nent for its Antiquities and Monuments; there is a large 
Reſort both of Natives and Foreigners, to view its 

and and awful Curioſities, * Whatever, therefore, is 


erected in a Place ſo circumſtanced and ſo diſtinguiſhed, 


ſhould not only diſplay an Air of Elegance in the Execu- 


_ but include a Beauty of Holingſi in the Deſign. Be- 
cauſe, 
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ſelf aſhamed, even to recite the Deſcription. ' How 

then can the Spectacle itſelf become the Houſe of 

Divine Worſhip ? | Ms 1 4-8; + 
Ther, But perhaps this ſame brawny Fellow may 


repreſent a Heathen Demigod; one of the Hol. 


worſhipped by Antiquity; the tutelary Deity of 
Valour. | 

Aſp. And will this juſtify the Practice? Does not 
this add Profaneneſs to Immodeſty ? Are We Chri/- 
tians to thank Hercules for the Valour of our War- 
riors, and make our Acknowledgments to Pallas for 
the Conduct of our Generals? Shall We Chriſtians 
behold with Admiration, or recognize as our Bene- 
factors, what the Apoſtle has ſtigmatized under the 
Character of Devils *? : 

If HE, who overthrew the Tables of the Money- 
changers, had taken a Walk in-theſe famous Cloy- 
ſters, I am apt to ſuſpect, He would have paid no 
very agreeable Compliment to this fine Piece of 
Stafuary. Take theſe Things hence, would probably - 
have been his Command ; and, make not the Pre- 
cinfts of your Temple a Chamber of Pagan Imagery, 
his Rebuke +.—Neither is it at all unlikely, that 
the Image itſelf, notwithſtanding its inimitable 

Vol. III. 2 Work- 


cauſe, nothing can lay claim to the v xa, which is not 
poſſeſſed of the ro wpewev. Nor can any Performances, 
thus ſituated, be pronounced truly graceful, but ſuch 
only as correſpond with the Character, and ſubſerve the 
Deſign of the ſacred Edifice. 

It was thought, by a yery able Critic and a very candid 
Writer, that mere Impropriety of Taſte, in ornamenting 
one of the Monuments, called for his Cenſure. Surely 
then a Violation of Decency, and an Approach to Pagan- 
zin, call more loudly for public Animadverſion, and 
proper Reformation. See Spe, Vol. I. Ne 26. 


* 1 Cor. &. 20. + John ii. 16. 
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Workmanſhip, might have ſhared the F ate of its 
Kinſman Dagon. 
I ben the captive Ark 
Main'd his brute Image, Head and Hands lopt off 
In his own Temple, on the Groundſell Edge 
When He fell fiat, and ſpam d his Worſpippers *. 
Ther. But how ſhould the Artiſt expreſs the great 


Atchievements and the ſhining Qualities of his 
Hero, if You will not allow Him to make uſe of 


theſe /ignificant Emblems ? 
Ap. I queſtion, whether they are ſo very ſignifi- 


cant. The Mirror ſeems to characterize a Fop, 


rather than a Soldier, It leads Us to think of a ſoft 
Narciſſus, admiring Himſelf ;. rather than a ſagacious 
General, planning the Operations of the Cam- 
paign.—Beſides ; is ſacred Literature ſo deſtitute of 
proper Emblems, that We muſt borrow the Deco- 
rations of our Churches, and the Trophies of our 
Conquerors, from the Dreams of Superſtition or the 
Deluſions of Idolatry? How juſt and expreſlive are 
thoſe emblematical Repreſentations, exhibited in 
Exzekiel's Viſion? Where Activity and Speed are 
ſignified, by Hands in Conjunction with Wings; and 


the deep, the complicated, yet ever harmonious 


Schemes of Providence, by a heel in the Middle of 
4 Wheel +.-—With what Propriety and Force are the 
nobleſt Endowments pictured, in the Revelations of 
St, John, and their grand Machinery! Superior 
Wiſdom and Benevolence of Heart, are deſcribed 
by the Face of a Han; Strength of Mind and In- 
trepidity of Spirit, by the Viſage of @ Lion; Calm- 
neſs of Temper and indefatigable A, by 


the 


* M1.TON, B. I, 458. + Ezek. i. 8. 16. 
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the Features of an Ox; a penetrating Diſcern- 
ment, and an expeditious Habit of acting by the 
Form of a flying Eagle *. 

Theſe Hieroglyphics are graceful, are pertinent, 
and ſuch as every Spectator will underſtand. Where- 
as, the Devices of our new monumental Encomium 
are, to the Unlearned, hardly intelligible; to the 
Serious, little better than profane; and to every 
Beholder, indelicate if not immodeſt.—Philenor, 
I imagine, would bluſh to admit them into his 
Walks or Avenues. And I am forry to find them 
received into the moſt antient +, moſt renowned, 
and moft frequented Church in the Kingdom. 


Talking in this Manner, they ſtroll into a ſpaci- 
ous Lawn, terminated by a very remarkable Grove; 
formed on that uncommon Plan, propoſed by Mr. 
Addiſon, in one of his Spefators,—It conſiſts wholly 
of Evergreens. Firs, clad in vegetable Silver,” point 
their reſinous Leaves, and ſhoot aloft their tower- 
ing Cones. - Laurels arrayed in gloſſy Green, ſpread 
their ample Foliage, and throw abroad their ram- 
bling Boughs.— Bay- trees are expanded into a Fan, 
which no Weather can tarniſh; or rounded into a 
Column, which knows not how to moulder. While 
the Lauruſtinus runs out into a beautiful Irregulari-" 
ty of Shape; and compacts her reddening Gems, 
"ot BL in 


® Rev. iv. 7. | 

+ Some Antiquarians trace back the Origin of this 
Church, even to the Reign of Lucius. Which is more 
than the Space of 1500 Years, Others ſuppoſe, that 
Sebert, King of the Zaft-Saxons, about the Year of our 
LORD 605, built the firſt religious Structure on this 
Spot. All agree, that it was re-edified and enlarged by 
Edward the Confer ; and that the preſent ſtately and 
magnificent Fabric, was founded by Henry III. 
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in order to unfold her whitening Bloom. In one 


Place lies a Dale, geatly ſinking, and coated with: 


the Chamomle's natural Frieze; which never changes 
its Colour, never loſes its Gloſs. Near it, and 
ſcooped, You would imagine, from the ſame Hol- 
low, riſes a Mount, ſoftly ſwelling, and ſhagged with 
Furze; gay in their own perennial Green, and 
generally decked with golden Bloſſoms.— Here, 
You are led through a ſerpentine Walk, and Hedges 
of Box ; and find, perhaps a ſolitary Pyramid or a 
capacious Urn, each compoſed of unfading Yew. 
There Vou look through a ftrait Alley, fenced on 
either Side, and arched over Head, with mantling 
Philirea ; at the Extremity, appears an Obeliſk ſheath- 
ed in Ivy, and ornamented with its ſable Clufters, 


as with Wreaths of living Sculpture. Scattered 


up and down, are ſeveral Sorts of Holly; ſome 
ſtriped with White; ſome ſpotted with Yellow z 
ſome preparing to brighten and beautify the Scene, 
with Berries of glowing Scarlet. 

. The greateſt Part of the Plantation is, not rang- 
ed in order, but thrown into little Groups, or rude 
Clumps. Which form an agreeable Variety, re- 


. ſulting from Art, yet reſembling Confuſion.— The 


whole aſcends, Tree above Tree, in a regular Slope; 
from the diminutive Mezereon, to the lofty Cy- 


preſs, or the loftier Pine. By this Diſpoſition, the 


Stems and Trunks being concealed, nothing is diſ- 
played to your Sight, but the leafy Tops. The 
ſeveral Shadings of whoſe Attire, greatly diverſified 
and judiciouſly intermixed, compoſe a magnificent 
Sheet of Verdure. To this the free and enlarged 


Opening of the Lawn, affords a full View, and 


gives the moſt advantageous Aſpect. Than which, 
| * 
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eſpecially in the Winter-Seaſon, nothing can be 
more grand, more enlivened, or more pleaſing. 

Aſp. There muſt be ſomething wonderfully agree- 
able in a Plantation, which appears lively and fruit 
ful, when all its Neighbours of the wood-land 
Race, are barten, bleak, or dead. But how much 
more chearing and delightful muſt it be; when de- 
crepit Age, or bodily Infirmities, have laid waſte 
the Gratifications of our youthful Prime; to find a 
ſolid undecaying Pleaſure, in the Favour of G OD, 
and the Hope of Glory Now indeed the feathered 
Tribes reſort to the more flowing Umbrage of the 
Poplar and the Aſh. But amidſt December's Cold, 
You ſhall obſerve them forſaking the leafleſs Woods, 
and flocking to this friendly Receptacle ; hopping . 
acroſs the ſunny Walks, or ſheltering themſelves, 
in the wet and ſtormy Day, under theſe tru/ty 


Boughs. So, the many thoughtleſs Creatures, who 


turn their Back upon Religion, amidſt the ſoft and 
ſoothing Careſſes of Proſperity; will want, ex- 
tremely want, its ſovereign Supports, under the 
ſharp and diſtreſſing Aſſaults of Adverſity, Sickneſs, 

and Death. ä 
This Collection, it is true, may not equal the 
Groves of annual Verdure, in Floridity of Dreſs; 
but it far exceeds them, in the Duration of its Or- 
naments. Ere long, yonder ſhewy Branches will 
be ſtript of their Holiday Clothes : whereas, theſe 
will retain their rural Honours. - Theſe will be adorn- 
ed with Flawers, and enriched with Berries ; when 
thoſe are nothing but Rags, Nakedneſs, and Defor- 
mity.— Rags, Nakedneſs, and Deformity ! Such 
will be every Shelter, and every Refuge for our 
poor, imperfect, ſinful Souls; excepting only the 
| =. Righte- 
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Righteouſneſs of our LORD FESUS CHRIST. 
Every Thing elſe, will fade as a Leaf * - which the 
Summer nurſes, but the Winter is, ſure to deſtroy. 

This, my Theron, and this alone is an Evergreen : 


always free for our Acceptance, and always effec- 


tual to fave. 

Der. An Evergreen it is; or rather, the choiceſt 
Fruit in the Garden of Paradiſe. But it ſeems to 
be quite beyond my Reach, FESUS CHRIST 
bas finiſhed every Requiſite, without any Excep- 
tion, which may procure Acceptance for the guil- 
ty Perſon, and afford Relief to the guilty Con- 
ſcience 

Aſp. Of the moſt profane Wretch, that lives, 
— Add this to your Belief, or elſe You curtail 
the Grace of GOD, and diminiſh the Merit of 
CHRIST. 

Ther. This is what I was going to add; I believe 
alſo, that if I was intereſted in this divine S AVI- 


OUR, ſinful as I am, my Conſcience would have 


Peace, and my Soul ſhould live. But alas |— 
Ap. Your Manner of ſpeaking brings to my 
Mind, what I have ſomewhere read, concerning 
an Infant born with a Snake about its Neck, A 
ſtrange Kind of Necklace, You will ſay, for a 
human Creature to come into the World with. Per- 
haps, You will ſuſpe&, or even more than ſuſpect 
That Fancy muſt be the Mother, and the Midwife 
alſo, of this very ſingular Birth. Yet have a Care, 
You don't realize the Story. You have made an 
excellent Acknowledgment ; which is like a fair and 
promiſing Infant. Theſe Luts and zf5, theſe Doubts 
and Surmiſes, are a poiſonous Snake, Tear away 
the 


* Iſa, Ixiv. 6. 
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the miſchievous Incumbrance. Never ſuffer it to 
twiſt itſelf round the Neck of your good Confeſ- 
ſion. You believe that CHRIST has thoroughly 
finiſhed the great Work. Believe alſo, that there 
is noclogging or intervening Condition; no recom- 
mendatory Duty to be performed, in order to your 
full Participation of CHRIST; of his Peace- 
ſpeaking Blood, and his Life-giving Righteouſneſs. 
Only believe, and they are actually your own. 

Ther. This is one of thoſe Sayings, which have 
often puzzled my Mind. I cannot conceive, how 
ſuch grand Bleſſings, and ſuch a complete Feli- 
city, ſhould be made ours, only by Believing, 

Aſp. This, or ſomething very much like it, puz- 
zled and offended Naaman the Syrian. Waſh! 
« Only waſh! In Jordan The common Water of 
ec the commoneſt River] Can this be attended with 
“ ſuch extraordinary Conſequences ! Can this cure 
« a Man of his inveterate Leproſy ?*— Thus We 
are apt to argue: Only believe the Report of the 
Goſpel! Only believe, that GOD freely gives Us 
his incarnate. S ON, and all ſpiritual Bleſſings with 
Him! Is it poſſible, that this ſimple Expedient 
ſhould be productive of ſuch noble Effects ?—Sure- 
ly, if We would obtain Remiſſion of Sins, Deli- 
verance from Death, Righteouſneſs and everlaſting 
Life, We muſt do ſome great Thing. 

Faith, in this ReſpeQ, is like its divine Object. 
It “ has no Form nor Comelineſs; nothing pom- 
pous or ſhewy. It ſeems a little Fhing. It really 
is a little Thing. But it pleaſes the moſt high 
GOD, to compaſs his magnificent Ends, by little 
and ordinary Means. CHRIST awelleth in our 
Hearts, ſaith the Apoſtle. How! By pious Works 

| 2 4 and 
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and - laborious Pre-requiſites? No; but merely by 
Faith.—Ye: received the SPIRIT. How? By the 
Works of the Law? By your own Labour and 
Travail? No; only by the Hearing of Faith. 

Beſides; can You conceive any other rational 
Way, whereby We may apprehend an unſeen 
CHRIST, and take Poſſeſſion of a promiſed Sal- 
vation, but only by aſſuring Ourſelves, that they 
are given to Us; and, in Conſequence of this Gift, 
regarding them as our own Property ? 

Ther. At other Times (fo ſtrange is my Incon- 
ſiſtency !) I entertain ſuch an Idea of the Greatneſs 
of Faith, that I ſay within myſelf, © I cannot be- 
&« lieve.” My Mind is, as You formerly hinted, 
like the withered Arm. 

Ap. This Difficulty on your Mind, becauſe of 


the Greatneſs of Faith, is wholly founded on Miſ- 


take, The Goſpel informs You, that whatever is 
neceſſary for your Salvation, is already done and 
obtained by CHRIST. That whatever is done 
and obtained by CHRIST, is freely given You by 
the GOD of all Grace. Conſequently, that You 
are called only to receive a Gift, not to perform a 
Work. 

You, on the contrary, ſuppoſe; That Something 
more is to be done, Something to be acquired or 
executed by Yourſelf; before You may venture to 
call the Riches of CHRIST your own. This 
creates the inſuperable Difficulty. This renders 
your Mind like the withered Arm. — Whereas, when 
theſe Truths of theſe Goſpel are made manifeſt to 
your Conſcience; when You are enabled to ſee, 
that what CHRIST has wrought, is abſolutely 
ſufficient tn procure all - ſpiritual Bleſſings; that 
| 5 what 
: - 
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what GOD. has ſaid, is equally ſufficient to war- 
rant an Application of all to Yourſelf ; then HE, 
who bids You ftretch out, ſtrengthens the withered 
Hand. 

And will He not ſtrengthen? Can You doubt 
the Sincerity of his Call, or his Willingneſs to fave 
the Weak and the Wicked? Then go to Mount 
Calvary. There liſten to the Sounding of his Bowels, 
and fee the Flowing of his Mercies *. Cannot You 
read a Language in each ſtreaming Wound, and 
hear a Voice in every dying Pang? Do they not all 
ſpeak his infinite Love, even to wretched helpleſs 
Sinners? Do they not all addreſs You with that 
tender Remonſttance, O Thou of little Faith, where- 
fore doſi thou doubt + ef 


Ther. Still the Difficulty recurs. Whether it be 


from any wrong Apprehenſion, of ſome great 
Thing to be done; or from an Averſeneſs of ſub- 
mitting to the Way of Salvation by Grace; or an 
unaccountable Diſtruſt of the Certainty of what. 


GOD has promiſed ; whatever be the Cauſe, I am 


ſure, I feel my Impotence, Experience teaches me, 
what the Apoſtle affirms; V Man can ſay, with 
all his Heart, that FESUS ig the LORD, who 


hath bought me with his Blood, but by the HOLY 


GHOST. 

Aſp. You feel your Impotence to what? To 
receive a free Gift, and call it your own? To 
truſt wholly, and without Reſerve, on the Word 
which G OD has ſpoken, and on the Work which 
CHRIST has wrought? Conſider the Caſe in this 
View, or elſe You will not only feel, but occaſion 
Impotence. Lou will not only find, but increaſe 
Difficulty. I would 


* Iſai, Ixiii. 15. + Matt. xiv. 31. 
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I would employ my Thoughts, neither on the 
Greatneſs nor Littleneſs of Faith; neither on the 
Eaſe nor Difficulty of believing. I would rather 
dwell upon the ſuperabundant Grace of GOD, 
manifeſted in CHRIST, and granted to the 
moſt Unworthy. On this only proper Ground of 
Claim, I would endeavour, diligently endeavour, 
to aſſure my Soul of Salvation. In this Manner, 
waiting and praying for the divine SPIRIT, 
whoſe Office it is, to teſtify of CHRIST, and 
bring near the REDEEME R's Righteouſneſs. Yet 
his Influences are not to ſuperſede, but to encourage 
our own Efforts. —Lay hold on eternal Life *; here is 
our Duty. Our Sufficiency is of GOD +; here is our 
Encouragement. And O! what a glorious En- 
couragement, to have the Arm of Omnipotence, 
for our Support and our Succour ! 

Ther. How, or in what Manner, does the Divine 
SPIRIT work Faith in the Heart of a Sinner? 
"You wonder, perhaps, that I aſk ſuch a Queſtion. 
But my Apprehenſions are ftrangely dull, and my 
Views very dim, with regard to ſpiritual Things. 
If, in this Reſpect, I have any Sight, it is like his, 
who ſaw Men as Trees walking ; ſaw theſe ſeveral 
Objects, but ſo obſcurely, ſo confuſedly, that He 
could not diſtinguiſh one from the other, only by 
the Circumſtance of Motion, 

Aſp. The moſt inlightened Minds * only in 
part; and all have Reaſon, to make the blind Beg- 
gar's Supplication, their own Requeſt; LORD, 
that I may receive my Sight The Operation of the 
Holy SPIRIT in producing Faith, is thus de- 
ſcribed by a Maſter in Jrael; The Divine 

| SPIRIT 


®* 1 Tim. vi. 19. + 2 Cor. iii. 5. 
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« SPIRIT brings CHRIST and his Righteouſ- 
« neſs nigh unto Us in the Promiſe of the Goſpel 3 
« clearing at the ſame Time our Right and War- 
« rant to intermeddle with all, without Fear of vi- 
&« cious Intromiſſion; encouraging and enabling to 
« a Meaſure of confident Application, and taking 
Home all to Ourſelves, freely, without Money, 
« and without Price. 

Ther. The true Belief, is ſo refined and exalted 
a Virtue, that I very much queſtion, whether I ſhall 
ever be able to attain it. 

Aſp. The true Belief is never to be conſidered, 
in the Light You mention. Not as a refined and 
exalted Virtue; but as a Receiving of thoſe Bene- 
fits, which, received and enjoyed, are the Source 
of all virtuous and godly Affections. When, 
. proceeding upon the divine Grant, You behold 
CHRIST as your Righteouſneſs and Strength, 
then You truly believe. You believe that Truth, 
which can never diſappoint nor fail. You receive 
that Gift, which enriches with Grace, and enti- 
tles to Glory. 

Ther. Is not your Definition of Faith very re- 
fined and exalted ? 

Aſp. Give me Leave to inquire, how You be- 
came acquainted with my Definition of Faith ? 

Ther. I am not ſo inattentive a Reader of your 
Letters, as to forget your Account of this momentous 
Point. © Faith, You ſay, is a real Perſuaſion , 

« warranted 


* Budzus and Stephens derive the original Word from 
winrar, He is perſuaded: and, I think, very properly. 
For, whatever We believe, of that We have a real Per- 


ſuaſion.— The latter moſt accurate and maſterly Critic 
* gives 
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« warranted by G OD's Word, that the bleſſed 


«.ZESUS has ſhed his Blood for my Sins; has 
& fulfilled all Righteouſneſs in my Stead; and ob- 


« tained eternal Redemption for me. 

Aſp. Where is the extraordinary abe of 
all this? Nothing can be more plain; more ſimple; 
or better ſuited to the meaneſt Capacity.—Where 
is the unſurmountable” Difficulty of all this? To 
believe ſuch Things, is not Work or Labour, but 
Reſt and Peace,—lt is nothing more than credit- 
ing a Report. A Report, made by infinite Veracity, 
for Men to believe. A Report, made by infinite 


Goodneſs, for ſinful Men to believe. Were not our 


Minds - ſtrangely prejudiced, and unaccountably 
darkened, nothing would appear more becoming 
and reaſonable ; nothing would prove more practi- 
cable and delightful. 

Ther, Does Faith then amount to a Perſuaſion ? 

Mp The Apoſtle, deſcribing the Faith of the 
ancient Saints, . declares; They ſaw the Promiſes 
efar off, and were perſuaded of them, and embraced 
them. They ſaw the Promiſes of Salvation, by a 
REDEEMER to come; this implies a Know- 
ledge of them—they were perſuaded; this implies 
a Conviction of their certain Truth — they em- 
braced * them; this denotes an Application of all 
to themſelves. And theſe Things were written for 
our Example; that We ſholl d go and embrace 
them likewiſe. 

| * The 


gives this Interpretation of aig. Perſuaſio certa, quam 
in nobis efficit Spiritus Sanctus, de Salute in Chrifto promiſe, 

ibi quiſque credendo applicat. To corroborate which 
— He adds; Hac etiam in Significatione Nomen 
F 2 a * Latinis receptum fuit. | 


* Heb. x1. 13. 
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The ſame Apoſtle, enlarging on the Faith of 
Abraham, adds; Being fully perſuaded, that what 
GOD had promiſed, He was able alſo to perform *. 
Here, You ſee, is Perſuaſion — full Perſuaſion— 
firſt, of GOD's Will, becauſe He had promiſed; 
then, of his Power to accompliſh his Word, even 
though natural Impoſſibilities ſtood in the Way. 
In this twofold Perſuaſion, the Faith of our Father 
Abraham conſiſted. And We are called to tread in 
the Steps of his Faith: conſequently, to be perſuaded 
of GO D's Will to ſave Us, from Sin and Hell; of 
his Power to ſave Us by the Blood and Righteouſneſs 
of his SON, 


Der. Is Faith, Chriftian Faith, a Perſuaſion 


that all theſe Bleſſings are for me? Does it imply 


a ſpecial Application of the Benefits to a Man's 
own Self? 

Aſp. Don't You wiſh, that it may imply and 
comprehend all this? Is it not infinitely deſirable ? 
Will it not be inexpreſſibly comfortable? If it 
really was Matter of doubtful Diſputation, me- 
thinks, We ſhould long to have it aſcertained and 
eſtabliſhed. But, bleſſed be the divine Compaſſion, 
it is as little to be doubted, as it is earneſtly to be 
deſired. 


Hear what a very valuable Writer delivers on 


this Subject. Exhorting to believe on the LORD 


JESUS, He thus explains his Meaning; « That 


is, be verily perſuaded in your Heart, that 
ESU CHRIST is yours, and that You 


« ſhall 
Kom. iv. 21. Compare Rom. xiv. Ver. 14. with Ver. 


22, There, I Heu and am perſuaded, is the apoſtolical 


Expoſition of the Word Faith. See alſo 2 Tim. i. 12. 
Where wimnuiopa is explanatory of winirwuxa. I an 
perſuaded, gives the true Meaning of I have believed, 
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„ ſhall have Life and Salvation by Him; that what- 


« foever CHRIST did for the Redemption of 
« Mankind, He did it for You.” 

If this Writer's Opinion has not Weight enough 
to incline the Scale, hear our own Church. You 
once apprehended, that my Attachment to the 
Church of England was unſettled and wavering. 
Judge now, who has moſt thoroughly imbibed her 
Doctrines, and is moſt invariably tenacious of her 
true Intereſts. The firſt Part of the Homily con- 
cerning the Sacrament, addreſſes each Reader in 
particular, and gives Him this Definition of Faith. 
« It is a Belief, not only that the Death of 
« CHRIST is available; for the Remiſſion of 
“ Sins, and Reconciliation with GOD; but 
c alſo that He made a full and ſufficient Sacrifice 


for Thee, a perfect Cleanſing for thy Sins.“ 


If You acquieſce not in either of theſe Deter- 
minations, hear an infallible Umpire. I live, ſays 
the Apoſtle Paul, by Faith in the SON of GOD; 
or, to expreſs myſelf in a more clear and deter- 
minate Manner, I live by a firm Perſuaſion, that 
He loved me, and gave Himſelf for me, This paci- 
fies my Conſcience. This is the Source of my 
Joy, and the Motive to my Obedience. In ſhort; 
this is the Principle of my whole ſpiritual Life. 

My Notion of Faith, You fee, is not without a 
Precedent. It is undeniably the Voice of our Eſta- 
bliſhment; it is apparently the Senſe of Scripture ; 
and it gives Us a clear intelligible Idea, ſuited to the 
moſt common Acceptation of the Word. Such 
as would naturally ariſe in the Mind of a Stranger, 
who, without any Bias on his Judgment, ſhould 

9 f | | inquire 
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inquire into the Purport of our Religion, or con- 
ſider the Language of our Bible. 

Ther. How ſuited to the moſt common Aeceptation 
of the Word? | 

Aſp. When You ſent a Meſſage to your Tenant 
who, in his laſt Sickneſs, expreſſed ſo much Un- 
eaſineſs on account of his numerous Family, and 
embarraſſed Circumſtances — aſſuring Him, that 
you had canceled the Bond, and forgiven his Debt. 
When You told the poor Woman—whoſe Huſband 
fell from the loaded Waggon, and broke both his 


Legs—that you would order a Surgeon. to attend 


Him, and would continue his weekly Pay, Hat 
did they regard, how receive your promiſed Kind- 


neſs ? S let Us credit the gracious Declarations of 


our G0 D; % receive the joyful Report of his 
Goſpel; and then we ſhall anſwer the Import. of 
the Word Faith—then we ſhall truly believe. 

Ther. Where have We, in Scripture, any Thing 
parallel or ſimilar to theſe Inſtances f | 

Ap. Have You never read the Words of Micah; 
Wha is a GOD like unto Thee, that pardoneth Iniquity 
and paſſeth. by Tranſereſſion * ? Here is the gracious 
Declaration — He will turn again; He will bave 
Compaſſion upon Us; He will ſubdue our Iniguities t. 
Here is the joyful Report. — And why my Friend, 
why ſhould We pay leſs Credit to the ever-living 
TJEHOVAH, than to a Man © whoſe Breath is 
« in his Noſtrils?“ Is there Treachery with the 
HOLY ONE of Vrael? Does the LORD 
make, and then violate his Promiſe ? 

Ther. GOD has never violated his "I" 
when it was expreſly made, and particularly ap- 

plied. 


+ Mic. vii. 19. 


* Mic. vii. 18. 
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plied. But, in this Circumſtance, there is a wide 
Difference between the Caſe of your Friend and 
the Caſe of his poor People. I named the Object 
of my Compaſſion, in one of the Inſtances; and 


made a perſonal Application, in the other. Neither 


of which is done in the Scriptures.— ] don't find 
it any where revealed in the Bible, That CHRIST 
ſhed his Blood 'for me in particular. Neither have 
I read, in the old Teftament or the new, That 
the LORD JESUS fulfilled all Righteouſneſs 


for Theron. Therefore I cannot ſee, what Ground 


I have to believe this Propoſition, from any ſcrip- 
tural Authority. | 

Aſp. But my Friend, it is revealed and You 
have read, That the LORD JESUS ſhed his 
Blood for Sinners. And are You excluded from 
the Benefit? When an Act of Indemnity is pub- 


| liſhed, even the greateſt Tranſgreſſors, the Ring- 
leaders in the Rebellion, have nothing elſe: to do, 


but only to enquire, whether they are excepted. 
They are not to expect, that their Names ſhould 
be mentioned, as the particular Objects of their 
Sovereign's Favour. It is ſufficient, abundantly 
ſufficient, if they are not particularly difclaimed, 
If this is not done, they may, they ought, they 


do, moſt confidently claim the royal Clemency in 


behalf of themſelves. So ought you and I to act, 
in the important Caſe under Conſideration. 
Farther; You are not unacquainted with the 
Hiftory of the three Children, condemned by Ne- 
buchadnezzar to the burning fiery Furnace. You 


have read, in the old Teſtament, an Account of 
their Faith; and You find it propoſed, i+ the new 


2 eſtament, 
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Teſtament, as a Model for our5—Let Us then 
conſider, What their Faith was. Did they fay 
within themſelves ? « GOD is able, *tis true, and 
« willing to deliver his Servants. This is affirm- 
« ed in the Books of Moſes and the Prophets. But 
« We no where find it is aſſerted, that He is will- 
« ing to deliver Us; to deliver Shadrach, Maſbec, 
cc and Abednego from this horrible Death.” Not 
ſuch their Method of arguing, On the contrary; 
they aſſured themſelves, that what the LORD 
had promiſed to his Servants in general, He would 
make good to them in particular. Hear their own 
Words. They are worthy to be had in everlaſting 
Remembrance. Our GOD, whom We ſerve, is 


able to deliver Us from the burning fiery Furnace; and 


He will deliver & out of thine Hand, O King. This 
was their Profeſſion. This their Confidence.— 
Since We are called to an Imitation of their Faith, 
ought not ſuch to be the Language of our Souls? 
« Our REDEEMER, in whom We truſt, 
« jg able to fave Us to the uttermoſt ; and He 
<« will ſave Us, from thy Guilt, O Sin; from thy 
« Malice, O Satan.“ 

Ther. Still, if I am not named, methinks, I 
ſhould be pointed out, by ſome diſtinguiſhing Cir- 
cumſtances. This is the Way of Scripture. Au- 
tiochus, the Perſecutor of the Jet, is not indeed 
named by the Prophet Daniel. But He is painted 
in ſuch very ſignificant Colours, as moſt evidently 
declare, for whom the Picture was drawn. It is 
not expreſly ſaid, either in the ſecond Epiſtle to 
the Theſſalonians, or in the whole Book of the Re- 
delation, that the Popiſ Faction is Antichriſt. 
But it has fo many of his Features, that (as a judi- 
Vo I. III. A a dicious 
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dicious Perſon ſaid) if an Hue and Cry was made for 
the latter, I ſhould, without any Scruple, apprehend 


the former. 


App. Will this content You ? Will this be ſuffi- 
cient to perſuade You ? Then it is very fully and very 
exactly done. When the Grace of GOD is reveal- 
ed, the Objects of this ineffable Goodneſs are cha- 
racterized; and I am beyond Meaſure miſtaken, if 
Vou do not find Yourſelf in the Number. 

They are deſcribed by their Family, their Diſ- 
poſition, their Practice. What ſays eternal Wiſ- 
dom, when ſhe makes a Tender of her ineſtimable 


Bleſſings? Te- Vu, O Men, not to fallen Angels, 


call; and my Voice it, not to this Man or that 


Man excluſively, but to the Sons of Men indefinite- 


ly*. Pray, have You no Relation to this Fami- 
Iy?— What ſays the holy Apoſtle, when He pub- 
liſhes the unalterable. Counſels of Heaven? Thi; 
is a faithful Saying, and worthy of all Acceptation, 
that CHRIST FESUS came into the World to 


ſave—the Upright? the Unblameable ? Was this 


the Caſe, our Hopes would be covered with a 
Cloud; or rather, totally and finally eclipſed. 
But ſee ! they are clear as the Light, and conſpi- 
cuous as the Noon-Day. For He came (chearing, 
charming Word !) He came to ſave Sinners +. Can- 
not You diſcern your Name in this Laſt ? I am ſure, I 
can ſee mine written, as it were, in Capitals. 
Conſonant to all which, is the Declaration of 
another ſacred Envoy, Who ſpeaking of his 
celeſtial MASTER, fays; He ſuffered — the 
PRINCE. of Peace, the MONARCH of 


the Univerſe, /ufered—tfor whom ? They, in whoſe . 


Behalf 


* Prov. viii. 4+ 


+ 1 Tim, 1. 15, 
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Behalf this matchleſs Ranſom was paid, muſt have 
an undeniable Right, to look upon Redemption as 
their own. And bleſſed, for ever bleſſed be GOD, 
it is moſt peremptorily ſaid, He ſuffered for the Un- 
juſt *. Now can You fay, That You are not 
comprehended in this, or the preceding Deſcrip- 
tions? Do they not reſemble and repreſent Theron, 
as Face anſwers to Face in the Water? 

Theron. This I cannot deny. This is certainly 


true. 
Aſp. That no Part of our Character might be 


omitted, and no Sort of our Miſery paſs unreliev- 


ed, it is farther declared; Ihen We were without 


Strength, CHRIST died for the*Ungodly t. When 
We were -ungodly, and conſidered only as ungodly 
Creatures; neither poſſeſſed of any Thing amiable, 
nor having the leaſt Ability to acquire it; nay, 
when We were chargeable with horrid Guilt, and 
incapable of expiating a ſingle Offence ; then, even 
THEN CHRIST died, and for ſuch abominable 
Wretches he died. 

To ſum up the whole Evidence. Are We not 
of the human Family? Are We not, in our Spirit 
and Behaviour, Sinners? Have We not been un- 
juſt t towards our Fellow-creatures, and ungodly 
towards our great CREATOR? Are We not, 
in all theſe Reſpects, without Strength, ts recover 
Ourſelves, or make any Satisfaction for our Tranſ- 
greſſions ? — If We are (and upon theſe Queſtions, 
Incredulity itſelf will ſcarcely demur) let Us not 

A a 2 frowardly 


® 1 Pet. iii. 18. + Rom. v. 6. 
t He is unjuſt towards his Neighbour, who neglects 
to love his Neighbour as himy/z/f. And if this is the 
Standard, who has not fallen ſhort ? 
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frowardly reject, rather let Us thankfully receive, 
thoſe ſpiritual Treaſures; which, by virtue of the 


afore- cited Conveyance, are made over to ſuch 


People. Which, by ſeveral other Clauſes in the 
Will and Teſtament of our cruciſied LORD, 
evidently devolve to ſuch Perſons. 


Ther. Is it poſſible, Alpaſo „? Can We be war- 


ranted and encouraged to receive theſe Treaſures, 
in a Capacity and under a Denomination, which I 
ſhould think more likely to exclude Us; diſinherit 
Us; and overthrow all our Pretenſions? 

Ap. This may ſeem ſtrange, but it is true. All 
the Bleſſings of the Goſpel proceed upon a Suppo- 
ſition of Sinfulneſs. CHRIST is made Wiſdom 
unto his People; but what Occaſion for the Ac- 
ceſſion of Wiſdom, unleſs it be in the Caſe of Ig- 


norance and Folly? CHRIST is made Righte- 


ouſneſs ; but who can ſtand in need of a juſtifying 
Righteouſneſs, if they are not in themſelves un- 
profitable and guilty? CHRIST is made Santti- 
fication; and does not this imply a State of Cor- 
ruption to be remedied, a Body of Sin to be de- 
ftroyed? CHRIST is made Redemption; and 
from what are Perſons redeemed, but from Chains 
and Bondage, from Miſery and Ruin, from all 
Manner of Evil? 

It is alſo a moſt precious and invaluable Truth. 
Such as I would hold faſt, and never, never let go. 
When I ſearch for my own Endowments, I find 
nothing that I dare venture to plead. Being, in my 
beſt Moments, and amidſt my choiceſt Duties, a 
Sinner. As this is, at all times, my undoubted 


Character, 1 have at all times, an undoubted 


Warrant to V The Uncreated WISDOM 
calleth 
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called me : the bleſſed 7E S US came to ſave me: the 
Great MESSIAH ſuffered Death for me. 
Let me. illuſtrate the Point.—Romulus You 
know, the Founder of the Roman Empire, was a 
poor Prince: had but a Handful of Subjects, and 
very ſcanty Territories, What Expedient could 
He deviſe, to inlarge the Boundaries of the one, 


and augment the Number of the other? He iſſued a 


Proclamation, addreſſed to Outlaws and Criminals ; 
all that were involved in Debt, or obnoxious to 


Puniſhment. Promiſing, that as many as would 


ſettle under his Dominion, ſhould be ſecured from 
Proſecution, and veſted with conſiderable Privi- 
leges.— We will ſuppoſe a Perſon in thoſe diſtreſſed 


Circumſtances. Upon hearing the welcome Invi- - 


tation, He hangs down his Head, and with a de- 


jected Air, cries; I am a Debtor, I am a Criminal, - 
« and therefore unworthy of the royal Protection.“ 


What Anfwer ſhould be made to ſuch a diſpirited 
Complainer ? Make the fame to Yourſelf, whenever 
You are inclined to renew the preſent ObjeQions. 
— Remembering, that the infinite and eternal S O- 
VEREIGN, to diſplay the Magnificence of his 
Majeſty, and manifeſt the Riches of his Goodneſs, 
has commiſſioned his Ambaſſadors to publiſh in 
every Nation under Heaven—< That all unhappy 
« dinners, who are oppreſſed by the Devil-and liable 
« to Damnation, may come to CHRIST. May 
% look upon CHRIST as their Ranſom and 
« Righteouſneſs. May, in this Manner, obtain 
Pardon, Juſtification, and all the Privileges of 
« Children.” | 7: 
Ther. At this rate, the vileſt Miſcreants have, as 
clear, nay have the very ſame Warrant to believe in 
A a 3 CHRIST, 
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CHRIST, and receive his Salvation, as the higheſt 
Saints. | 

Aſp. The very fame. In this Reſpe& there is no 
Difference. All have finned, and muſt ſue for ſpi- 


ritual Bleſfings, not as deſerving, but as guilty | 


Creatures ; muſt receive them, not as the Recom- 
pence of their own Worth, but as the Iſſues of in- 
finite Mercy. 

The Promiſe is expreſs and unlimited, — 
believeth in CHRIST, ſhall not be aſhamed, 
Here is no Pre-eminence of the Few above the 
Greek, No Precedence given to the Man of De- 
cency and Sobriety, before the ſhameleſs and aban- 
doned Profligate.— This is farther confirmed by 


undoubted Fact. St. Peter, ſpeaking of the vileſt 
Miſcreants, ſays; GOD gave them the HOLY 


GHOST, even as He did unto Us; and put no Dif- 

ference between Us and them. They were altoge- 

ther as welcome to CHRIST and his Salvation, 
as We the Apoſtles of the LORD. 

Should You aſk the higheſt Saints, On what 
their Hopes are grounded? This, or ſomething to 
this Effect, would be their Reply—* on the 
« Grant of CHRIST and his Salvation, moſt 
&« clearly ſet forth, in the Scriptures of Truth. 
«© There We hear it declared; Unto You, though 
« Gentiles and Idolaters, is preached the Remiſſion 
<« of Sins +. As a Blefling procured by CHRIST, 
& and now preſented to your Souls, on the ſame 
« Terms as Light is preſented to your Eyes,— 

« There We ſee it recorded; This Man receiveib 
&« Sinners {.—Yes; He, who is GOD and Man 

« in one CHRIST, openeth his Arms; open- 
| * K 


* Acts xv. 8, 9. 7 AQs xiii, 38. f Luke xv. 2. 
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& eth his Heart; and receiveth Sinners, to a Par- 
cc ticipation of Himſelf and his heavenly Riches. 
« Receiveth thoſe Sinners, who were not only the 
« Scorn of Phariſaical Pride, but the very Diſ- 
tc grace of human Nature.— There We read the 
ce following Decree, iſſued from the Court of Hea- 
«yen, and regiſtered for the Comfort of a guilty 
« World. The Promiſe, relating to Forgiveneſs 
cc of Sins and the SPIRIT of Grace, is to You. 
« Though You have perſecuted and murthered the 
4 LORD FESUS, You may, without any 
« Scruple or Delay, apply it to Yourſelves. Nay 
« more; You may carry it home 10 your Children, 
© and bid them be Sharers of the Bleſſing. It is 
« an unſearchable Treaſure, which Vou may free- 
« ly enjoy; and an ineſtimable Portion, which 
e they may as freely inherit. What is more graci- 
« ous ſtill; it is to all that are afar off : whether 
<« literally afar off, by living in remote heathen 
« Climes; or ſpiritually afar off, by deeply revolt- 
e ing from their Duty. In ſhort: it is te as many 
& as the LORD our GOD, by the Preaching of 
ce his moſt bleſſed Goſpel, ball call x.? oy 
er. 


* 42s ii. 39. It has been objected, That the Paſſage, 
produced by Aſpaſio, does not exactly {uit his Purpoſe, 
«« Becauſe, the People, to whom the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
were, not the Congregation in general, but thoſe par- 
% ticular Hearers, who were pricked in their Hearts; that 
eis, were endued with godly Sorrow, and favingly 
% changed.” 

To which I reply, by putting a Query up on the Ob- 
jection, and lodging a Caveat againſt the Interpretation. 
—Firſt for the Objection; The People, to whom the 
«© Apoſtle ſpeaks, were, not the Congregation in gene- 
ral, but thoſe particular Hearers, who were pricked 
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Ther. This is a pleaſing Suppoſition. But it 
would be more ſatisfactory, if You” ſhould refer me 
to 


* in their Hearts.“ Does the Apoſtle addreſs himſelf 
to thoſe andy? I think not. I hope not. Becauſe, this 
would repreſent the Gifts of G OD, as depending on 
ſome Qualifications in Man. Conſequently, would de- 
ſtroy the Freeneſs'of the Gift, and eclipſe the Glory of 
Grace, Whereas, if We ſuppoſe the Promiſe addreſſed 
to Sinners, as Sinners, without any Thing to diſtinguiſh 
one from another; then, all is perfectly . and Grace 
ſhines forth in its native Luſtre.— The Promiſe is extend- 
ed to the whole Audience, every One of You. To their 
Children; Their Children that were at Home; Their 
Children that were unborn ; Their Children of the lateſt 
Generations. And theſe, I preſume, could neither be 
pricked in their Hearts, nor ſavingly changed. —Be- 
fides ; it ſeems plain, from the Courſe of the Narrative, 
that the Addreſs is directed, not to any feleQ Number, 
but to the promiſcuous Multitude. For, the difcrimi- 
nating Sentence follows in Verſe 41. Then they, amongſt 
this promiſcuous Multitude, that gladly received his Word, 
were baptized. 

« Were pricked in the Heart; that is, were endued 
* with godly Sorrow, and ſavingly changed.” Againſt 
this Interpretation I am to lodge a Caveat. —Cain, and 
Saul, and Judas, Kalwſnoar vn v, were pricked in 
Heart. They had Stings of Anguiſh in their Con- 
ſciences, and the Dagger of Diſtreſs in their Souls. Yet 
none ever imagined, that they were truly converted, — 
Theſe People were ignorant of CHRIST and the 
Way of Salvation. bat Hall We do? implies their 
Want of this neceſſary Knowledge. They did not fo 
much as ſee the Place of Refuge; therefore, could not 
be arrived at it. Could not be ſafe, or ſavingly chang- 
ed.—Not to multiply Arguments. The Apoſtle muſt 
certainly be the beſt Judge of his Heaters State, and the 
beſt Expoſitor of his own Meaning. Did He conſider 
this Circumſtance in ſo advantageous a Light? No; He 
neither regards it, as conſtituting the Grace of Repent- 


ance, nor ſpringing from the promiſed Gift of the 
| | HOLY 
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to any of the Saints, actually ſpeaking in this 
Manner ? | * OP 

Aſp. 1jaiab, You will allow, was a Saint of no 
inferior Rank. Yet He breathes the Spirit I am 
| deſcribing, and acts the Part I am vindicating. 
Turn to that Epitome of the Goſpel, his fifty-third 
Chapter. There You may obſerve Him, claiming 
a Share in the greateſt of all Privileges, Salvation 
through the Blood of CHRIST. How does He 
advance and maintain his Claim? Not in the Ca. 
pacity of a ſan#ified, but under the Character of a 
ſinful Perſon. Theſe are his Words; The LORD 
hath laid on him, on his Son CHRIST JESUS, 
the Iniquity of Us all *, Of me, and of my Bre- 
thren in Piety, does He mean? No; but of me, and 
of my Fellow-tranſgreſlors, This is evidently im- 


plied 


HOLY GHOST; it was not Faith in CHRIST 
for the Remiſſion of Sins, neither was it a Pledge of 
Security from the Wrath which was coming on that 
untoward Generation. This 1s evident from his own 
Words—Repent—for the Remiſſion—Ye ſhall recei v. dave 
Yourſelves. A Way of ſpeaking, which ſuppoſes thoſe, 
whom He addreſſes, to be deſtitute of the Bleſſings 
mentioned. . | 

This, if I miſtake not, is the Truth of the Caſe. 
Thoſe People, convinced of their horrible Wickedneſs 
in crucifying the SON of GOD, were filled with 
the moſt alarming Apprehenſions. As yet, they had 
no Notion of a divine REDEEMER, dying for his 
very Murderers. They were, therefore, under what ſome 
Writers call, a Law-Work. And can the Law, which 
worketh Wrath, produce a ſaving Change, or rather 
the Change which accompanieth Salvation ? This would 
take away the Honours of CHRIST, and transfer 
them̃ to Mo/es, This would confound the Letter which 
killeth, with the Spirit that giveth Life, 

* Ifai, lit, 6. 
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plied in the Clauſe I have quoted. In the preced. 
ing Part of the Verſe, the Prophet explains Himſelf, 
and leaves no Room for Heſitation. All Ie, like 
Sheep, have gone aftray; Ve have turned every One 
to his own Ways. Yet our Tranſgreſſions, our Ini- 
quities, the GOD of all Mercy has transferred 
from us, and charged upon his beloved SON,— 
As the vileſt Miſcreants are indiſpenſibly obliged to 
confeſs the former, they have an apparent Right to 
profeſs, to aſſert, and to believe the latter. 

Ther. The vileſt Miſcreants have a Right—an 
apparent Right to believe—to believe that all their 
Sins are laid upon CHRIST! This is ſurpriſing 
Doctrine. I know not how to credit it, though You 
take ſo much Pains to eſtabliſh it. 

Aſp. It puts me in Mind of that memorable Pre- 
diction, recorded by Habaltut, and quoted by 
Peter. Behold! I work a Work, of ſuch immenſely 
rich and inconceivably free Goodneſs, that You /hall 
not believe, even though a Man declare it unto You, — 
The LORD, I truſt, who opened Hagar's Eyes, 
to diſcern the*Fountain of Water, for the Refreſh- 
ment of her Son, will open my Friend's Eyes, to 
diſcern this infinitely. more precious Fountain, for 
the Conſolation of his Soul. 

O the Riches, the unſearchable Riches of the 
Kindneſs and Love of GOD! He makes a Grant 
of CHRIST and his heavenly Kingdom, to the 
moſt contemptible Wretches on the Face of the 
Earth; yea, to the moſt deteſtable Creatures on 


this Side Hell !—At' this You wonder. At this 


We ought all to wonder This will be the Wonder 
of Saints and Angels, through a boundleſs Eter- 
nity. Yet though We wonder, let Us not gainſay 


nor 
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nor murmur. Let not the Creature refuſe the 
Bounty of the CREATOR, becauſe it is un- 
utterably great. Neither let the elder Brother 
repine, becauſe the young Prodigal enters at the 
ſame Door, and is admitted to the ſame Table with 
Himſelf. 

I have alledged the Teftimony of the Saints, let 
me add the Deciſion of their King. GOD jo loved 
the World, even that World, which, the Apoſtle 
John aſſures Us, is not only fallen, but lieth in 
Wickedneſs. Yet, fallen and apoſtate as it is, 
GOD ſo loved it, that He gave his only begatten 
SON, to bring in a perfect Righteouſneſs, and 
obtain eternal Redemption. 

Ther. But the Queſtion is, For whom ? 

Aſp. For the World moſt certainly. None elle. 
Nothing elſe, is mentioned. It is not ſaid, For. 
the choiceſt Part of the World; its beſt Inhabis 
tants, picked and culled from the Refuſe. But 
for the corrupt and vicious World, theſe Things 
are given. That, being believed and accepted, 
they may be ſaving Health to their Souls. 

Ther, « For the World *. Does this general 
Form of Expreſſion warrant any One, to mike a 
particular Application of CHRIST and all his 
Benefits, to Himſelf? * 

p. Pray do You find any Reſtriction of the 
Grant? Is any Exception made, relating to this 
or that particular Set of Men? Is not the Extent 
of the Gift as wide as the World ? If fo, it war- 


rants any One, it authorizes every One +, to 
make 


/ 
® John vi. 51. 
+ If there were any Man, to whom the Grant of a 
SAVIOUR did not particularly belong; that _ 
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make. a ſpecial Application of CARIST to 
Himſelf. 

In other ludtaners, fuch a general Expreſſion not 
only warrants, but produces a particular Applica- 
tion. When Jonab, in purſuance of the divine 
Command, cried and ſaid; Yet forty Days, and M- 
neveh ſhall be overthrown, Here was no particular 
Mention of Man, Woman, or Child. Neither 
the King, nor the Nobles, nor the Commons were 
ſpecified. Much leſs was each and every Inhabi- 
tant threatened by Name. Nevertheleſs, this ge- 
neral Denunciation alarmed them all ; was influen- 
tial on them all. Inſomuch that the People of Ni- 
neveh believed GOD, and proclaimed a Faſt, and put 


on Sackcloth, from the greateſt of them even to the leaſt x. 
—They believed; hence We learn the true Nature 


of Believing. «GOD ſpeaks to me; and what 


« He ſpeaks, He will perform;“ is its genuine Pro- 
feſſion. Hence We likewiſe diſcover, who they are 
which ought, in this Manner, to apply the general 
Word; all, from the leaſt even unto the greateſt. 
Ther. The Caſe is not parallel, Apaſio. This 
was a Denunciation of Vengeance, not a Promiſe of 
Grace, ye 
Aſp. And can You, Theron, can You ſuppoſe ? 
That GOD is more liberal of Vengeance, than 
He is communicative of Grace. Vengeance is his 
ſtrange Work, but in Mercy and Loving-kindnefs 


He delighteth.—Are We bound fo believe and ap- 


ply his dreadful Threatenings * Not allowed to 
| believe 


ſon would have no Warrant to believe; He would do 
right in diſbelieving ; what the Scriptures repreſent as 
the greateſt Sin, would become his bounden Doty. 

“ Jonah iii. 5. 
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believe and apply his precious Promiſes? Surely, 
the LORD's Ways are not fo unequal. When 
the Law ſays, Curſed is every One, that continueth 
not in all Things *; ſhould not every Hearer take 
this to Himſelf, and ſubmit to the Sentence of juſt 
Condemnation? When the Goſpel ſays, HE came 
to ſave that which is lot t; ſhould not every Hearer 
take this alſo to himſelf, and embrace the Tender of 
free Salvation ? | 

However, if You diſlike this Inſtance, I will 
give You another; which is not of the vindictive, 


but of the beneficent Kind. —When the Manna 


made its firſt Appearance in the Wilderneſs ; when 
the J/raclites knew, neither what it was, nor for 


whom intended; both theſe Particulars were explain- 


ed by Moſes. This is the Bread which the LORD 
hath given You to eat f. No Mention is made of 
any individual Perſon, Yet the whole Congre- 
. gation, looked upon this as an undoubted Permiſ- 
ſion, both for themſelves and their Children, to 
gather, to fetch home, and to uſe the miraculous 
Food. 

Ther. GOD gave the Manna to all the 1fraelites, 
both good and bad. But does He give CHRIST 
with his unlimited Freeneſs? 

Ap. Our LORD Himſelf, alluding to this 
very Miracle, vouchſafes You an Anſwer. A/ 
FATHER giveth You the true Bread from Heaven ||. 
The Language is nearly the fame as Moſes uſed ; 
and it expreſſes the very ſame unlimited Freeneſs. 
—My FATHER giveth You his incarnate 
»ON, and his divinely excellent Righteouſneſs. 

Theſe 


* Gal. iii. 10. + Matt, XV111. 11. f Exod, xvi. 15. 
John vi. 32. 
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Theſe are Bread indeed; Bread, which came down 
from the Regions of Heaven; and Bread, which 
nouriſheth the Soul for the Joys of Heaven. — This 
my FATHER giveth You; though not in aQual 
Poſſe ſſion, yet in Right to poſſeſs. This He giveth 
You “, by Way of free indefinite Grant. With- 
out which, any Attempt to poſſeſs, even in the 
moſt upright of Men, would be illegal and pre- 
ſumptuous. By virtue of which Grant, the Bad as 
well as the Good—it is your own Expreſſion, and 
therefore I make Uſe of it. Though, in Reality, 
None are good, till they receive CHRIST. Which, 
were his Benefits of the excluſive Sort, would be 
Cauſe of infinite Anxiety to Mankind. But our 
great Conſolation is, that One as well as Another, 
the idolatrous Gentile as well as the profeſſing 
Jfraclite, has an unqueſtionable Warrant to claim 
them for Himſelf. - 

Ther, Unqueſtionable ! Is not this Expreflion too pe- 
remptory? That ſuch a Grant ſhquld be made to Be- 
levers, I can eaſily conceive, But is it made to Sin- 
ners, to any Sinners, to the moſt abandoned Sinners ? 

Aſp. Yes, Theron, to ſinners. And when Sinners 
receive the Grant, then they commence Believers. 
— Was it made to Believers only, no Man living 
would inherit the Bleſſing. Becauſe all Men are, by 
the Depravity and Impotence of their Nature, origi- 
nally concluded under Sin and Unbelief, It is there- 
fore 


* «© The Receiving of CHRIST neceſſarily preſup- 
f* poſes this Giving of Him. There may indeed be a 
« Giving, where there is no Receiving ; for a Gift may 
* berefuſed. There may alſo be a Taking, where there 
2% js no Giving; which is a preſumptuous Action, without 
« Warrant, But there can be no Place for receiving 
« CHRIST, where there 1s not a Giving of Him be. 
% fore.“ Boſton's Notes. 3 


N 
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fore a Source of Comfort and a Store-houſe of Re- 
lief, for the moſt guilty Creatures, even in their 
moſt deſperate Circumſtances, 


What ſaid our LORD JESUS? My Father 


giveth You; that is, the People who ſtood around, 
and heard his gracious Voice. Many of whom 
were in a carnal State habitually, and even then were 
in a murmuring wicked Frame *,—What ſays his 
Prophet? He cries out in a Rapture; O my loſt 
Brethren, to Us a Child is born; to Us a Son is given ! 
Not to Us, who were regenerate, and become 
Children of Light. But to Us Children of fallen 
Adam; to Us undone Sinners of Mankind; who 


walked in Darkneſs, and dwelt in the Shadow of 


Death 4.—W hat faith GOD the LORD? He 
that created the Heavens, and ſtretched them out ? 
I will give Thee, meaning his beloved SON, for a 
Covenant; it is not ſaid, of Believers, but of the Peo- 
ple; it is not ſaid, of new Creatures, but of the Gen- 
tiles : Who were the vileſt of all Creatures, or, as You 
have properly ſpoke, the moſt abandoned Sinners. 
That we may underſtand more clearly the Sig- 
nification of theſe "Terms, and fee the true Extent 
of this Gift, it is added; I will give Thee 79 open 
the blind Eyes, and to bring out the Priſoners from the 
Priſon f. Miſerable and guilty Wretches, blinded 
by the Devil, and enſlaved to their Luſts; theſe are 


not ſet aſide. Nay; theſe are expreſsly named. 


They are the very Patentees in the heavenly Grant. 


An obedient and a dying SAVIOUR is as much 


given to them, that they may receive Him, and be 
ſaved; as the City of Refuge was appointed for the 
Manſlayer, that He might fly thither, and be ſecure ; 


or 


# John vi. 26, 41. + Ifai. ix, 2, 6. f Iſai. xlii. 6, 7. 
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or as the brazen Serpent was lifted up on a Pole, 
that the wounded Hraelite might look to it, and be 


healed. 
Here then the Grant and the Gift are mention- 


ed; the Perſons to whom the Grant is made, and 


for whom the Gift is provided, are ſpecihed. They 
are Sinners; blinded and enſlaved Sinners; or, if 
there be any other more obnoxious Sort, they are 
all comprehended in this one Word, Gentiles. Only 
allow the divine Speaker to be ſincere; then We 
ſhall ſee, in theſe precious Texts, a moſt chear- 
ing Hope even for the vileſt Sinners. Hope, 
that they may be juſtified, eſcape the Curſe, and 
find Favour with GOD. Nay; We may boldly 


affirm; That, proceeding on theſe Words of the 


eternal KING, even the vileſt Sinner is allowed, 
is authorized to ſay ; ** GOD gives me his SON, 
“ to be my Covenant Surety, I take Him at his 
c Word. The EEE 1 all his Merits, and 
c all his Benefits, are mine.“ 

Divinely rich Bounty ! Enough to charm and 
aſtoniſh the Univerſe. But not too great for the 
infinite JEHOVAH to exerciſe, O, let Us not 
refuſe what, on this Conſideration, the unerring 
SPIRTT calls our own Mercy *, Let Us adore 
the Beneficence of our GOD. Let Us believe his 
promiſing Word. And, in this ſweet, this eaſy 
Manner, obtain both preſent and final Salvation, 

Ther. I have one Scruple more, which, at this 
Inftant, ariſes in my Mind. The Righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST, according to the Apoſtle, is upon all 
that believe. Therefore, it is not the Sinner's, but 
the Believer's Portion. 

Ap. If this was true, ſure the Goſpel, which 
reveals this Righteouſneſs, could not be glad Tid- 

ings 
* Jonah ii. 8, | 
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ings. I will ſuppoſe a Congregation of ignorant 
and ungodly People, of Heathens and Idolaters. 
The Miniſter lifts his Voice and cries; “ The 
« Righteouſneſs of GOD the SAVIOUR is 
« not for You. You are not Believers, and there- 
« fore have no Right to receive the Bleſſing.“ — 
What a diſcouraging, nay, what a killing Meſlage ! 
— Whereas, if the Ambaſſador of CHRIST makes 
this Proclamation ; J know, You are an Aſſem- 
* bly of vile and abominable Sinners. Neverthe- 
© leſs, I am commiſſioned to preach glad Tidings 
«K to You. The infinitely glorious SON has died 
c for ſuch Tranſgreſſors as You, And the infinite- 
« ly gracious FATHER freely offers his perfect 
„ Righteouſneſs to You.” This is indeed a joyful 
Sound, 
Beſides, Theron, You don't attend to the Apoſ- 
tle's Expreſſion, He fays, the Righteouſneſs of 
GOD is upon all them that believe. Such Per- 


ſons actually poſſeſs it. They wear the Robe. 


They are cloathed with Salvation. And. here lies 
the Difference between the vile Miſcreant and the 
real Saint, Not that one was originally better than 
the other: not that one has a clearer Grant of 
CHRIST than the other : but the latter has put on 
the Wedding-garment, and uſes it to his unſpeak- 


able Honour and Happineſs ; the former is admo- 


niſhed to throw aſide his filthy Rags; and invit- 
ed to put on this heavenly Raiment. 

Ther. Let me recollet—CHRIST is given for 
the World, the apoſtate World, to believe on 
CHRIST has died, not for the Righteous, but 
for the Ungodly—CHRIST came in the Fleſh to 
ſave Sinners, even the chief of Sinners. —Well, A 

Vor. III. B b paſio, 
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paſio, if theſe Things are true (and how can they 
be otherwiſe ?- ſince they are the expreſs Doctrine of 
Scripture) it is pity, but they were more generally 
known. For my part, I muſt confeſs, they are 
not only new, but ſtrange to me. Though I have 
read them in the Bible, yet when I come to conſider 
them, and compare them with what paſles in my 
Breaſt, I find they are _ contrary to my uſual 
Ways of thinking. 

Ap. You remind me of a valuable Perſon, whom 
I once numbered among my Acquaintance, and 
whoſe Way of thinking ſomewhat reſembled your 


own. Will You give me leave to relate his Caſe? 


Ther, Moſt gladly, It will be ſome Kind of Con- 
ſolation to hear, that Others have laboured under 
the ſame Difficulties with myſelf, and been ſubject 
to the ſame Diſtreſſes. If I am informed of their 
Deliverance from thoſe Diſtreſſes, it will be like. 
ſhewing me an opened Door, for effecting my own 
Eſcape. If I am likewiſe ' acquainted with the 
Manner of their Deliverance, this will furniſh me 
with a Clue to guide my Steps. 

Ap. This Perſon was touſed from a Habit of In- 
dolence and Supineneſs, inte a ſerious Concern for 
his eternal Welfare, Convinced of his depraved 
Nature and aggravated Guilt, He had Recourſe to 
the Scriptures, and to frequent Prayer. He attended 
the Ordinances of Chriſtianity, and ſought earneſt- 
ly for an aſſured Intereſt in CHRIST. But found 
no ſtedfaſt Faith, and taſted very little Comfort. At 
length, He applied to an eminent Divine, and laid 

open the State of his Heart. Short, but weighty, 
was the Anſwer he received. I perceive, Sir, 


« the Cauſe of all your Diſtreſs, You do not, 
f cc you 
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ce you will not, come to CHRIST as a Sinner. 
« This Miſtake ſtands between your Soul and the 
& Joy of Religion. This detains you in the Gall 
ce of Bitterneſs; and take heed, O! take heed, 
cc leſt it conſign you over to the Bond of Iniquity.“ 
This Admonition never departed from the Gentle- 
man's Mind; and it became a happy Means of re- 
moving the Obſtructions to his Peace. 

Remember this little Hiſtory, Theron; and may it 
prove as efficacious for your Good, as it is perti- 
nent to your Circumſtances! Remember, that the 
free Grant of CHRIST, made in the Word of 
Truth, and addrefled to Sinners of Mankind, is the 
only Baſis and Ground-work of Faith. An Apoſtle, 
after all the Labours of his exemplary Life, can 
have no better. And a Magdalene or a Manaſſeb, 
as a Motive and Encouragement for their turning 
to the LORD, have the very ſame. 

But we digreſs from the principal Subject. Since 
You diſapprove my Account of Faith, I muſt defire 
You to favour me with a Deſcription, more correct 
and unexceptionable. For, as You juſtly obſerved, 
this is a very momentous Article,-ls not CHRIST 
the Source of all ſpiritual Good, and Faith the main 


Channel of Conveyance ? Surely then it ſhould 


be made and kept, as clear as poffible.—Is not 
CHRIST the Foundation of all true Godlineſg, 
and Faith the Maſter-arch in this ſacred Structure? 
Surely then it ſhould be raiſed and turned with the 
utmoſt Care, 
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THERON. 


ALEMON's Account is this Faith, He ſays, 
P: is a firm Perſuaſion, that FESUS CHRIST 

has ſhed his Blood, and fulfilled all Righte- 
ouſneſs ; bas ſuſtained the Puniſhment due to Sin, 
and obtained full Reconciliation with GOD. That 
all this Grace, and each of theſe Benefits, are free, 
perfectly free; for Lou, for me, for others. In con- 
ſequence of this Perſuaſion, the Sinner flies to 
CHRIST, comes to CHRIST, and truſts in 
CHRIST for his own Salvation. 

Aſp. I have the higheſt Regard for PRONE 8 
Judgment; and I cannot but think, my Opinion is 
confirmed even by his.-The Act of flying to 
CHRIST, implies an Intention to get out of 
Danger; it implies a Diſcovery of CHRIST, as 
the appointed Safety; and conſiſts in making Uſe 
of Him as fuch. When the Manſlayer fled to the 
City of Refuge; He made Uſe of that privileged 


Place for his own Protection, How can this be 
done, 


Surre 
Salva 


Rig hies 


and pro 


dhe LC 


JJ lu . ors 


D AL OSG uE xvi, 389 


done, with regard to a bleeding, dying SA VI- 
OUR, but only by a Perſuaſion that he is mine? 
That his Sufferings were in my Stead, and that his 
Death is my Safe-guard.—What is meant by Coming 
toCHRIST, We may learn from Feremiah. Be- 
hold ! We come unto Thee, for Thou art the LORD 
our GOD. Coming, You ſee, includes or proceeds 
upon a real Perſuaſion, that the LORD is our 
GOD. While We are wholly deſtitute of this 
Perſuaſion, We ſtand at a Diſtance, and our Souls 
are afar off, We are never brought nigh; We ne- 
ver come in the Prophet's Senſe ; till We are taught 
to ſay, each One for Himſelf, Thou art the LORD 


my GOD *,—The Act of Tryting in CHRIST 


is much of the ſame Nature, It preſuppoſes, that 
CHRIST is the Truſtee of the Covenant of 
Grace; it proceeds upon a Conviction of his Faith- 
fulneſs in executing the Office; and it is a ſolemn 
Surrendering or Giving up the whole Aﬀair of our 
Salvation into his Hand. Giving it up, not in 


B b 3 Un- 


Fer. iii. 22. This Text relates to the backſliding 7/- 
raelites. It is obſervable, that they do not lay Claim to the 
LORD as their G OD, becauſe they are Penitents. But 
are encouraged to return, from the bare Belief of his gra- 
cious Declarations. The Return of the Children of GOD, 
after backfliding, is of the ſame Nature, and proceeds 
upon the ſame Grounds, as their firſt Approach. Ac- 
cording to that invariable Rule, 4s Ye have received 
CHRIST FESUS the LORD, fo walk Je in Hin. 

This Doctrine is taught, and repreſented under the 
ſame Image, Jai. xlv. 24. To HIM hall Men come. 
What does this figurative Expreſſion ſignify ? The Pro- 
phet himſelf anſwers our Queſtion, and explains his own 
Meaning. Surely, ſhall one ſay, in the LORD have 1 
Riphteonſneſs. When People believe this in their Heart, 
and profeſs this with their Mouth, then they come uato 
tne LORD. 
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Uncertainty of Succeſs (this would be miſtruſting, 
rather than truſting) but with a Certainty, in ſome 
- meaſure, ſuitable to the Fidelity and Ability of 
HIM, with whom We have to do. 

If You ftill are doubtful, whether any 4 Per- 
ſuaſion is implied in Tru/ting, let Us chooſe a Referee, 
Let Us carry our Controverſy to the King of ral. 
Inquire of David, why He truſts in the LORD, 
and what He means by truſting? To both theſe 
Inquiries He anſwers diſtinctly and fully.“ The 
« LORD ts my high Tower, my Shield, and He iu 
&« whom I truſt *. He is a Shield—He is my Shield 


« Of this I am perſuaded, and therefore I truft in 


* him: or this I believe, and in /o doing, I truſt on 
+ Him,” | 

Ther. This Air of Aſurance, which runs through 
all your Repreſentations of Faith, appears ſome- 
what preſumptuous in my Eye. It is as if Peo- 
ple pretended to know and claim their Seat in Hea- 


ven, before the Judgment Day, 
Aſp 


* P/al. cxliv. 2. See alſo P/al. xxxi. 14. Jai. Xi). 2. 
and eſpecially 2 Kings xviii. 30. Where Rabſbateh, the, 
Afrian General, gives Us an expoſition of the Word 
truſt. This Man, unacquainted with theological Contro- 
veriies and nice Diſtinctions; having no other Information, 
but what was derived from common Senfe, and the com- 
mon Principles of Mankind ; ſees all that We contend for, 
comprehended in the Expreſſion, Let not Hezekiah make 
You truft in the LORD, ſaying, The LORD will ſurely 
deliver Us. To truſt in the LORD, is, according to 
this abnormis Sapiens, to /ay from the Heart, and declare 
with the Mouth—The LORD «v://deliver—He will de- 
liver Us—He will rely deliver Us. —Muſt it not be a 
Shame to Chriſtians, if they have meaner Apprehen- 
ſtons of truſting in JEHOV AH, than a Heathen and 
an Idolater. | | 


* 
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Ap. And is this ſo ſtrange or preſumptuous a 
Thing? In former Ages, People made no Scruple 
to declare; Ne know, that if our earthly Houſe of 
this Tabernacle were diſſolved, We have a Building of 
GOD, a Houſe not made with Hands, eternal in the 
Heavens. And theſe are People, whom You need not 
bluſh to be like, nor be afraid to copy after. 
The Papifts, I own, take great Offence at the 
Word Aſſurance, and utterly explode the Doc- 
trine . But they are no infallible Guides, for Us 
to follow ; neither are they very inviting Patterns, for 
Us to imitate, You and I, Theron, cannot reaſon- 
ably be offended, at the Expreſſion, or the Doc- 
trine; if We recollect what We have been taught, 
in the firſt Stage of Life, and what is profeſſed, 
in the laſt Scene of Mortality, We are taught 
even from our Infancy, that the Sacrament of the 
LORD's Supper, is not only a Sign of Spiritual 
Grace, but a Pledge to aſſure Us thereof f. At the 
Interment of the Dead, We profeſs our ſure and 
certain Hope of a Reſurrection to eternal Life g. 
That this is always applied, with due Propriety, in 
our Burial-Service, I will not venture to aſſert. 
B b 4 | That 


»One of their unrighteous Decrees, eſtabliſhed by the 
Counſel of Trent, is; © If any ſhall ſay, that juſtify- 
ing Faith is nothing elſe, but a Confidence or Aſſu- 
** rance of the Mercy of GOD, pardoning Sins for 
« CHRIST's Sake, let Him be accurſed.”—Muſt We 


not call the Aſſembly, which could paſs ſuch horrible 


Doctrine into a Law, ihe Synagogue of Satan? Ought We 
not to expoſtulate, with ſuch a dogmatizing and damning 
Spirit, in the Words of the Apoſtle? 0 full of all Subtilty 
and all Miſchief, thou Child of the Devil, thou Enemy of all 
Righteouſneſs, wilt thou not ceaſe to pervert the right Ways 
of the LORD? Acts xiii, 10, 

+ Church Catechi/m. t Baurial-Offce. 
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That it ſufficiently countenances my Sentiments, 
None will undertake to deny. If this countenances, 
the Apoſtle authorizes them; when He addreſſes 


Us, with this very remarkable Exhortation ; Hav- | plify 
ing therefore, Brethren, Boldneſs to enter into the Ho- | ſeve 
- lieft by the Blood of F ESUS, let Us draw near with | to g 
a true Heart in full Aſſurance of Faith *; with a firm prof 
Perſuaſion of Acceptance; with, a certain Expec- | this 
tation of Succeſs. | hav 
After all, if You diſlike the Word Aſſurance, | is n 
We will change it for the more ſoftened, and more | We 
modeſtly-ſounding Term, Approprialion.— St. Chry- | PH 
foftom lays, H wigs idr, ,a rov Ocoy* Which is J jo 
tranſlated and expounded by a pious Divine of our | me * 
own; „ Faith, He tells Us, is a Work of the | prav 
« HOLY GHOST in the Soul, enabling it i pria! 
© to appropriate the Blood and Righteouſneſs of 1 this 
« FESUS CHRIST, for the Remiſſion of Sin, | deliz 
&« and its Juſtification unto eternal Life.“ | T 
| Ther, You change Aſſurance for a more ſoftened, | pria: 
not for a more intelligible Term. I muſt deſire to the 
know, what You mean by the Word Appropria- Wil 
tion. | | viſec 
Aſp. To appropriate, in the theological Senſe, is amo 
to take home the Grace of GOD; or apply to Som 
One's Seif, what lies in the common indefinite Tha 
Grant of the Goſpel, Is CHRIST the Trea- lieve 
ſure hid in the Field? To appropriate this Trea- whit 
ſure, is to receive and uſe it as our own Portion. Is Sora 
CHRIST the Balm of Gilead, full of faving 4 


Health? To appropriate this Balm, is to take and a . 
apply it for the Recovery of our own Souls. And 
without ſuch an Appropriation, how can We | 

either * 


* Heb. x. 19 20. 
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either be enriched by the former, or healed by the 
Jatter ? | 
Let me farther explain my Meaning, and exem- 1 
plify the Poſition, by conſidering CHRIST in his 
ſeveral Offices, CHRIST, as a Prieft, is made 
| to guilty Creatures Righteouſneſs, When We ap- 
| propriate the Grace of our great HIGH PRIEST, 
| : this is the Language of our Hearts,. In the LORD {4 
| have I Righteouſneſs *. CHRIST, as a Prophet, i} 
is made to ignorant Creatures Wiſdom. When 
We appropriate the Benefits of our unerring PRQ- 
PHET, this is the Perſuaſion of our Souls, The? 
1 fit in Darkneſs, the LORD will be a Light unte 
| me .- CHRIST, as a King, is made unto de- 
praved Creatures Sanctification. When We appro- 
. priate the Munificence of our Almighty KING; 
| this is our comfortable Truſt, The LORD will 
deliver me from every evil Mert f. 
Ther. The Scripture never uſes the Term Appro- 
priation. Will it not draw off our Attention from 
the Form of ſound Words, left Us by the Apoſtle ? 
Will it not lead Us into a Strife about Phraſes, de- 
viſed by human Wiſdom ? Perhaps, bewilder Us 
among Oppoſitions of Science, falſely ſo called? 
Some Perſons, You muſt be ſenſible, have affirmed ; 
That it is enough to know the Truth, and be- 
lieve what FESUS has done. According to that 
which is written; By his Knowledge ſhall my righteous 
Servant juſtify many. | 
Ap. Do You experience this to be enough, The- | 
ron? Is this ſufficient to diſpel your Fears, and calm i 
your | 


* Ifai, xlv. 24 -+ Mic. vii. 8, 2 Tim. iv. 18. 1 
| 
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your Conſcience ? Does this comfort your Heart, 
and fill You with all Joy? 

The ſcriptural Knowledge; that which the 
H OLY GHOST teaches; is of the appropriat- 
ing Kind. And if the Doctrine be contained in 
Scripture, it ſhould ſeem an over- refined Scrupulo- 
ſity to cavil with the Diction. 

By his Knowledge Hall my righteous Servant juſtify 
many. T hat is, by the Knowledge of Him, as 
our Atonement, and our Redemption; who was 
wounded for our Sins, and bruiſed for our Iniguities. 
Thus the Prophet expounds his own Text; and 
lends Us a Clue, that may lead Us into our 
LORD's Meaning, when He declares; This is 


Life eternal, that they may know Thee the only true 


GOD, and FESUS CHRIST whom Thou haſt 


ſent. That they may know Thee, O GOD, as 


completely reconciled, and infinitely gracious to 
them. That they may know FESUS CHRIST, 
as the ſole Cauſe of this bleſſed Reconciliation ; by 
ſatisfying Juſtice, and bringing in an everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs. 

This is conſonant to that general Maxim, laid 
down by the Apoſtle, Fe have known and be- 
licved—What! That GOD is Love? This is 
Part of the Truth, but not the whole. — That He 
exerciſes it freely, and with overflowing Abun- 
dance ? Neither does this come up to the Meaſure 
of the Believer's Knowledge. —But We have known 
and. believed the ſpecial, the diſtinguiſhing Love, 
which GOD hath towards Us, in FESUS CHRIST. 
— This is the Knowledge, which juſtifies the Un- 
godly, and ſanctifies the Sinner. In this Know- 
ledge, You — chere is an Application to Our- 

ſelves; 


| 
| 
: 
| 


| 
| 
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ſelves; a Belief that the Bleſſing is our own; or, in 
other Words, an Appropriation, Towards Us, 

Ther. So then an Application to Ourſelves, or a 
Belief that the Bleflings of the Goſpel are our 
own, is what You mean by Appropriation. 

Ap. Add, our own by Virtue of the divine Grant, 
and this is my very Meaning. That an Appropri- 
ation of this Kind is included in the Eſſence of 
Faith, is the Sentiment I would maintain, —Whieh 
Sentiment might be confirmed, if ſuch Confirmation 
were demanded, by a Multitude of the moſt illuſtri- 
ous Witneſſes. Witneſſes ſo illuſtrious, that they 
were a Blefling to the World, and an Honour to 
human Nature. So aumerous, that, without giving 


an Abſtra& of their Teſtimonies, it might ſeem te- 


dious only to recite their Names *. 


Ther. 


* If the Reader ſhould inquire after their Names, He 
will nd /ome of them enumerated in the following Ca- 
talogue. Luther, Calvin, Meland bon, Bexa, Bullinger, 
Bucer, Knox, Craig, Melwil, Bruce, Davidſon, Forbes, &c. 
—Urfinus, Zanchius, Junius, Piſcator, Rollock, Danæus, 
Wendelinus,Chamierus, Sharpius, Bodius, Pareus, Altingius, 
Triglandii (Giſbertus & Jacobus), Arnoldus, Mareſius, the 


four Profeſſors at Leyden, Wallzus, Rivetus, Polyander, 


Tus; Wollebius, Heideggerus, Effenius, Turretinus, &c.— 
Many eminent Britt Divines, Biſhop Babington, Dave- 
nant, Hall; Mr. Perkins, Pemble, Willet, Gouge, Rogers, 
Burge/s, Owen, Marſhal, &c. 

It we were apparently and demonſtrably in an Error, 
yet, to err with ſuch Company, and in the Footſteps of 
ſuch Guides, muſt very much tend to mitigate the Seve- 
rity of Cenſure. But, I believe, few ſerious Perſons will 
venture to charge Error and Deluſion upon ſuch a vene- 
rable Body of Proteſtant Divines ; ſo eminent for their 
Learning; ſo exemplary for their Holineſs ; and whoſe 
Labours were ſo remarkably owned by G OD. 
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Ther. I will diſpenſe with your Recital of their 
Names, only let me have a Specimen of their Tet 
monies. 

Ap. Firſt, Jet me preſent You with Dr. Ones) ; 
than whom England has produced few Writers, 
either more judicious or more devout. “ Faith, 
« He tells Us in his Catechiſm, is a gracious Reſting 
« upon the free Promiſes of GOD in FESUS 
« CHRIST for Mercy, with a firm Perſuaſion of 
« Heart, that GOD #s a reconciled Father to Us 
« in the SON of his Love.” 

Next, let me introduce an Author of Renown. 
from our Siſter Country, Scotland, Mr. Davidſon 
aſking, * What is that Faith, which is the only 


© Inſtrument of this ſtrait Conjunction between 


« CHRIST crucified and Us?“ Teaches his DiCſ. 
ciple to reply; © It is the ſure Perſuaſion of the 
« Heart, that CHRIST, by his Death and Re- 
c ſurrection, hath taken away our Sins; and cloath- 
« ing Us with his own Righteouſneſs, has thorough- 
« Jy reſtored Us to the Favour of GOD.” 

To theſe I would add the learned and juſtly cele- 


brated Altingius, Profeſſor of Divinity at Heidelberg, 


« Faith, He ſays, is a Knowledge of the Grace. of 
« GOD in CHRIST, together with a fiduciary 
« Reliance on it, or an Application of it to a Man's 
« own Self.” 

Thefe Teſtimonies are but as the Tythe to the 
whole Crop. Yet theſe are more than enough to 
exempt me from the Charge of Singularity. You 
will not wonder therefore, if I ſtill abide by the 
good old Doctrine, which is eſpouſed by ſo many 
of the ableſt Judges; which was the darling Tenet 
of almoſt all our Reformers ; and which is the 
avowed 
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avowed Belief, not of a few ſingle-Perſons only, 
but of many famous Proteſtant Churches. 

Ther. Pray let me hear, what the Proteſtant 
Churches ſay. Their Teſtimony, though not in- 
fallible, is doubtleſs very conſiderable. 

- Aſp. The Teſtimony of the Engliſh Church is al- 
ready produced. You ſhall now have the Declara- 
tion of the Church of Scotland. In her national Co- 
venant, She has theſe memorable Words; « We 
« deteſt and refuſe the uſurped Authority of that 
« Roman Antichriſt, his general and doubtſome Faith.” 
From which Words We naturally draw theſe two 
Concluſions —T hat, fince the Popiſh Faith is a doubt- 
ſome Faith, the Proteſtant Faith is an aſſured Faith 
— That, ſince the Popiſb Faith is a general one, 
the Proteſtant Faith muſt needs be a Faith of ſpecial 
Application, 

Now let Us hear the unanimous Suffrage of tho 
Churches of the Palatinate. It is enquired, in the 
twenty-hrſt Queſtion of their public Catechiſm, 
« What is true Faith?” To yhich this Anſwer is 
returned, It is not only an Aſſent to all the 
« Truths, which G OD has revealed in his Word; 
« but it is an aſſured Truſt, wrought by the HOLY 
« SPIRIT in my Heart, that Remiſſion of Sins, 
« compleat Righteouſneſs, and eternal Life are 
„given; freely given, not to others only, but 
« to myſelf; and all this, from the mere Mer- 
«cy of GOD, through the alone Merits of 
« CHRIST.” 


Omitting the Confeſſions of ſeveral other foreign 


Churches, | ſhall only ſubjoin the Doctrine of the 
Dutch Divines, as it is delivered in their Brief Com- 


pendium of Chriftian Religion, Queſt, What is 


a ſincere 


"I i * 
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4 a ſincere Faith? Anſ. © It is a ſure Knowledge ß Ev 
1 « GOD and his Promiſes, revealed to Us in the 1 cle: 
_. « Goſpel; and a hearty Confidence, that all my Sins | and 
| | « are forgiven, for CHRIS T's Sake.“ | | real 
1 With all theſe Teſtimonies, which are the Voice | wer 
| of Nations, I have the Happineſs to coincide. On- | a pl 
18 ly ſome of them are much ftronger, in diſplaying | 7 
J! and maintaining the ſpecial Fiducia, or appropriating 1. Thi 
1 Perſuaſion.— From this View of Things, You will | rs 
g | at leaſt allow, that the perſonal Application of | Ma 
1 CHRIST, and the afſured Confidence in CHRIST, | tain 
1 are not (as they have very indecently been called) Ape 
the Fiction of a crazy Brain.—Eſpecially, as I ap- Goff 
prehend, the Determinations of Scripture, and geli 
the Experience of ſcriptural Saints, are all on our Thi 
Side. 1 5 LO 
Ther. Yow have now brought the Cauſe to the He 
proper Bar. When a Queſtion ſo important is de- ect: 
bated, and an Intereſt ſo momentous is concerned, I ture 
cannot Acquieſce in any Authority leſs than divine. thos 
I cannot, and indeed I think, We ought not. No- 2 
thing ſhould ſatisfy Us on ſuch an Occaſion, but the at t 
Word, which is unerring and deciſive; the Word, we 
by which We are to ſtand or fall eternally. Whence preſi 
does it appear, that the Determinations of this di- Her, 
vine Word, are on your Side ? preſi 
Aſp. From the nobleſt Deſcription of Faith, 
Fe which Language itſelf can form. - The Writer 

to the Helreus, having mentioned the Life of | 1. ? 
Faith, the Perſeverance of Faith, and the End or 2 
Reward of Faith, proceeds to a Definition of this 8 = 

11 leading Grace. Now Faith is the Subſtance of Things rity 
j 1. hoped for, the Evidence of Things not ſeen *. — The Conv 
| | |! Evidence | rom 


"i i * Heb. xi. 1. 
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Evidence *, exhibiting not a faint Surmiſe, but a 
clear Demonſtration, both of inviſible Bleſſings, 
and of our Right to enjoy them. — The Subſtance +, 
realizing what is promiſed ; and giving Us, as it 
were, a Poſſeſſion of good Things that are remote, 
a preſent Poſſeſſion of good Things that are future. 


Ther, What are thoſe Bleſſings, and theſe good | 


Things ? 

Aſp. 1 will inform my Theron; and in ſuch a 
Manner, from ſuch Paſſages, as ſhall farther aſcer- 
tain my Repreſentation of Faith,—What ſays the 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles? 7 preached unto You the 
Goſpel . — And what is the Subſtance of this evan- 
gelical Meſſage? CHRIST died for our Sins ||,— 


That fo exalted a Perſon as the SON of GOD, and 


LORD of Glory, ſhould die, is wonderful That 
He ſhould die for Sins, the moſt abominable Ob- 
jets, and for Sinners, the moſt deteſtable Crea- 
tures, is abundantly more wonderful—That He 
ſhould die, not for Sins in general, but for our Sins 
in particular, this is inexpreſſibly wonderful, and 
at the ſame Time inexpreſſibly comfortable Here 
we have the Goſpel and its capital Bleſſing, ex- 
preſſed in this Propoſition, CHRIST died for Sins, 
Here We have Faith and its principal Acting, ex- 
preſſed in this Propoſition, CHRIST died for our 

Sins. 

| | ®* EAYY0G. . 

+ Treracig. Perhaps, the Reader may prefer Dr. Dod- 
dridge's Expoſition of this Paſſage. hich, though 
ſomewhat different, is truly excellent. Faith, He ſays, 
is the confident Eæpectation of T hings hoped for, upon the Secu- 
rity of the divine Promiſe. It is alſo the powerful 
Convidion of Things which are act ſeen, but of whoſe Cer- 
tainty there is ſuch a full Perſuaſion, that they act upon 


the Mind, as if they were preſent. 
t 1 Cor, xv. 1. {} 1 Cor, xv. z. 
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Sins. Till the former is preached, the Doctrine is 
not Goſpel ; till the latter is believed, it ſhould ſeem 
from St. Paul's Account, the Conviction is not Faith. 

Let me produce another Inſtance, extracted, like 
the preceding, from the Rolls of Heaven. This ts 
the Record, that GOD hath given to Us, eternal Life* ; 
not propoſed it, on I know not what Conditions, 
but hath given. Freely and fully; without any Re- 
ſerve ; and with a Liberality ſuited to his incom- 
prehenſible Goodneſs, He hath given the richeſt of 
all Gifts; and not to ſome only, or to Others, but 
to Us, even to Us. 

Ther. To Us, that is, to the Apoftles and their 
Fellow-Saints. As the Epiſtle was written by an 
Apoſtle; it is certainly addreſſed to Men of like 
Mind; to the Saints that are upon the Earth, and ſuch 
as excel in Virtue. | ain 

Aſp. True: but was eternal Life given to them, 
becauſe they were Apoftles ? No, verily ; but be- 
cauſe CHRIST died for them. Did CHRIST 
die for them, becauſe they excelled in Virtue? In 
no wiſe; but becauſe they were miſerable Sinners. 
Eternal Life was purchaſed, for them, when they 
were Sinners. It was conſigned over to them, 
when they were Sinners. And neither the Pur- 
chaſe, nor the Gift, were founded on their being 
Saints, but aimed at making them ſo. 

That CHRIST died for our Sins—That GOD 
hath given to Us eternal Life— Theſe are the Bleſſings, 
of which Faith is the Evidence ; theſe the good 
Things, of which Faith is the Subſtance. This is 
the Honey in the evangelical Hive: and I am at a 
loſs to conceive, how it is poſlible to taſte the Ho- 


ney, 


* 1 John v. 9. 
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ney, without ſome Appropriation of the good Things 
to Ourſelves. — This Appropriation, if 1 miſtake 
not, is comprehended in the ſeveral figurative De- 
ſcriptions of Faith, which occur in holy Writ. 
Ther. Favour me with ſome of thoſe Deſcriptions. . 
I begin to ſee a peculiar Beauty, and an unequaled 
Richneſs, in the Figures of Scripture. Nothing 
yields me a more refined Pleaſure, than to inveſtigate 
and diſcover the exact Senſe of thoſe inſtructive I- 
mages. It is ſomewhat like kindling the conſecrated 
Incenſe : which, when riſing in a Flame, diffuſed 
Light, when ſpreading in Clouds of Fragrance, 
diſtributed. Refreſhment. | 
Aſp. Faith is ſtyled, 4 looking unto FESUS *, 
But if We do not look unto FESUS, as the Pro- 
pitiation for our Sins, what Comfort or what Bene 
fit can We derive from the Sight A receiving of 
CHRIST +. But can I have any Pretence to re- 
ceive Him, and take Poſſeſſion of his Merits, un- 
leſs I am convinced, that they are offered or given 
to me? This is what neither the DiQates of Con- 
fcience will allow, nor the Laws of Reaſon autho- 


rize.— A refling upon CHRIST T. But how can 
N We 


* Heb, xii. 2. + John i. 12. 


t I find two Words in the Original, which expreſs the 
Privilege and the Duty of refting on CHRIST. 7 
which implies ſuch a State of Acquieſcence, as fences 
the Clamours of Conſcience, and compoſes the Pertur- 
bation of the Spirit. dm which ſignifies the Refreſh» 
ment and Repo/e of a weary Pilgrim; when He arrives 
at the End of his Journey, and is ſettled for Life in a ſe- 
cure, commodious, plentiful Habitation. P/al- xxxvii. 
7. Jai. xxviii. 12. It is not poffible, ſays Mr. Bo/- 
ton, to conceive a Soul r-fingen CHRIST for Salva- 
tion, without a Perſuaſion, that it ſhall have Life, and 
Salvation through Him.“ And I may add, It is equally, 

Vor III. ee impoſſible 
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We reſt on a Surety, if We have no Perſuaſion, 
that He has interpoſed on our Behalf? Or how con- 
fide'in a Payment, which We believe to be made 
for others, not for ourſelves ? — Surely, Theron, 
when I reſt upon an Object, I uſe it as my Support. 
When I receive a Giſt, I take it as my own Pro- 
perty. And when the {ſrazlites looked unto the bra- 
zen Serpent, they certainly regarded it as a Remedy, 
each particular Perſon for Himſelf. 

Ther. To caſt Ourſelves upon CHRIST as an 
all-ſufficient SAVIOUR; and rely on Him, for 
our whole Salvation; is not this real F aith? This 


+ is what 1 heard, ſometime ago, from a celebrated 


Pulpit. | | 
Asp. The Perſuaſion, that CHRIST is an all-ſuf- 


ficient SAVIOUR, is undoubtedly a Perſuaſion 


of what is true. But it is ſhort of the Truth, for 
which Lam pleading. Neither does it come up to 
the Faith, by which I am ſaved; unleſs I honour 
his. declared Good-will, as well as his all- ſufficient 
Power; and on the Authority of the former, re- 
gard the latter as my own. 

You credit one Part of the Report, that CHRIST 
is a ſufficient SAVIOUR, on the Teſtimony of 
G O D who cannot lie. Why ſhould You not cre- 
dit the ſame authentic Teſtiſier *, when He repeat- 

ao edly 


impoſſible, without ſuch a Perſuaſion, to enjoy the Ac- 
quieſcence or obtain the Repoſe, hinted in the afore- 
menticned Texts. 


* The LORD, ſpeaking by the Prophet Jaiab, ſeems. 


to wonder, that any can doubt of his Will, after they 
have heard his Call. herefore when I came, was there 


„ % Man, and when I called was there none to anſwer f 


Jai. I. 2. Sure it mult be owing to ſome Suſpicion of 


« my Power to ſave. With reſpect nnn. 
| „„ there 
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edly declares, that this SAVIOUR, with all his 
Sufficiency, is really given to You? So given, that 
your moſt confident Appropriation cannot be diſ- 
appointed. We 

This is what was taught, from the Pulpit of in- 
fallibility; and by thoſe firſt of Preachers, who 
ſpake as the HOLY GHOST gave them utter- 
ance. Let the convinced Sinner, and the afflicted 
Soul, truft in the Name of the LORD, and flay upon 
his GOD. Let Him not only reverence CHRIST, 
as the incarnate GOD, and therefore mighty to 
ſave; but look upon CHRIST as his GOD, and 
thereby made Redemption to Him in particular, 
Thus let Him lean upon the ROCK of Ages, with- 
out indulging a Doubt, concerning his Right to 
make uſe of it, or the Poſſibility of its failing him. 

Ther. To caſt ourſelves upon CHRIST then, 
according to your Explanation, denotes an Appli- 
cation of his ſaving Merit to Ourſelves. 

Aſp. To caft Ourſelves upon CHRIST; to caſt our 
Burden, or to caſt all our Care + upon the LORD; 
are Metaphors, which may receive ſome Elucida- 
tion, from an Incident recorded in the At. When 


the Mariners and Paſſengers, which failed with St. 


Paul, ſaw their Veſlel ſhattered; ſaw the Waves 
prevailing ; ſaw no Hope of Safety from continuing 
in the Ship; they caſt themſelves t upon the float- 
ing Planks, They caſt themſelves upon the Planks 

Cc 2 without 


te there can be no Room for Heſitation, My Call puts 
* this Matter beyond all reaſonable Doubt.” — There- 
fore He proceeds, in the following Words, to give the 
moſt unqueſtionable Proofs of his Omnipotence. I my 
Hand ſhortened, that it cannot redeem ? &c. 


* ww? Hai. I. 10. + ETiggnlars, 1 Pet. v. 7. 
| AToggrlaile;, Acts xxvii 43. 
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without any Scruple, not queſtioning their Right to 
make uſe of them ; and they clave to thoſe Sup- 


porters with a chearful Confidence , not doubting 


but, according to the Apoſtle's Promiſe, they ſhould 
eſcape ſafe to Land. Be this what People mean, 
when they ſpeak of venturing or caſting themſelves 
upon CHRIST, and I approve of the Expreſſion, I 
ſubſcribe the Doctrine + It ſpeaks what 1 wiſh for 
my Friend, for myſelf, and for my Fellow- ſinners. 
Let Us ſhift our Situation, and view the Point in 
another Light, Conſider the bleſſed and glorious Ob- 
ject of our Faith.— CHRIST is repreſented by the 


Similitude of Bread, heavenly Bread, for the hun- 


gry Soul. Faith is characterized by eating the Food. 
Can this be done without a perſonal Application ? 
CHRIST is held forth under the Image of liv- 
ing Waters, ever running, and always free for the 


thirſty Appetite. But let them run ever fo copi- 
I | oully, 


It is queried, Whether theſe People clave with achear- 


ful Confidence, —To which I anſwer. It is certain, that 


notwithſtanding their frightful and perilous Situation, 
they were all of good Chear. How they could, in /uch 
Circumſtances, be / affected, without ſome Degree of 
Confidence in the Apoſtle's Declaration, is difficult to 
apprehend.— However, they made Uſe of the Planks, 
without any Demur as to the Matter of Right; and clave 
to them as confidently, as if they had been bought with 
their Money, and marked with their Name, And this is 
the Point principally intended; this is the Scope princi- 
pally to be regarded. The Confidence of Appropriation, 
not the Aſſurance of Succeſs, is the Thing to be illuſ- 
trated, 

+ Such was the Doctrine, taught by that judicious Wri- 
ter Mr. Bofton, ** This Blood is for me, ſays the Be- 
„ liever; for my Pardon, my Peace, my Sanctification. 
« And therefore I will venture my All upon it, fer Time 
% and for Eternity.“ 
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ouſly, let them be preſented ever ſo freely, they 
will neither quench the Thirſt, nor refreſh the Spi- 
rits, unleſs they are dran *. To do this is the Bu- 
ſineſs of Faith. CHRIST is deſcribed as a Gar- 
ment, to clothe the Naked, and beautify the De- 
formed, Faith is expreſſed, by putting on this com- j 
modious Garment, and wearing this beautiful Robe. 
Can any Idea, or any Expreſſion, more ſtrongly de - 
note an actual Appropriation ? 
Ther. It is evident, that many holy People in 
former Ages, were not poſſeſſed of Aſſurance.— 
What is the Language of David? It is all Deſpon- 
dency. I am caſt out of the Sight of thine Eyes.—To 
the ſame melancholy Tune is the Harp of Aſaph 
ſtrung. I his Mercy clean gone for ever? Dath.his 
Promiſe fail for evermore — The ſame jealous and 
{ diſtruſtful Air breathes in the Complaint of the 
Church. The LORD hath forſaken me, and my 
LORD hath forgotten me.—Why then ſhould 
Ajpaſio ſet up a Rule, which was too high to be 
| reached, and too ſtrict to be obſerved, even by thoſe 
| eminent Saints ? 


C 3 Aſpe 


* Thus the Church of England explains thoſe myſte- _ 
rious Expreſſions, Wheſo eateth my Fleſh, and drinketh my = 
Blood., In the Rubrick for adminiſtering the Sacra- 1 
ment to the Sick, She makes this public Declaration; 
If He do ſtedfaſtly believe, that FESUS CHRIST 
* hath ſuffered Death upon the Croſs for Him, and ſhed | 
his Blood for his Redemption, earheſtly remembering 1 
the Benefits He hath thereby, He doth eat and drink 1 
the Body and Blood of our SAVIOUR CHRIST, { | 
** profitably to his Soul's Health.“ This ſhould be of | 
ſome Weight; at leaſt, with the Members of our Church. wil 
For my own Part, I give my Aſſent and Conſent moſt rea- | 
dily and unfeignedly, Neither can I ſee, how it is poſſi- | 
ble to feed on the heavenly Manna, any other Way. 10 
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Aſp. You ſhould rather aſk; Why have the beft 
Judges, and the moſt cormalary Chriſtians, in their 
ſeveral Writings, ſet up this Rule? Why have the 
Apoſtles of our LORD, and the SPIRIT of our 
GOD, ſpeaking in the Bible, ſet up this Rule? 
To which I might reply; Becauſe it is, of all Pre- 


cepts, the moſt beneficial. Therefore, they have 


not io much ſet it up, ui the Notion of a ſtrict 
Rule; as they have ſet it fofth, under the Character 
of an open Door for the chief of Sinners. 

Vour Complaint, when, put into its proper Lan- 


guage, ſeems to run thus; “ Why muſt We be 


„ obliged to proceed upon GOD's bare Word? Why 


« muſt We be obliged to truſt in CHRIST alone, 


« or to affure Ourſelves of Salvation by HIM!“ 
Whereas, inſtead of a Complaint, it ſhould be 
Matter of Exultation. We ſhould rather expreſs 
Ourſelves in this Manner; “ Bleſs the LORD, 
% O my Soul; that I a Sinner, a vile Sinner, ſhould 


& be allowed to take CHRIST, and all his Salva- 


e tion, as my own; and thus to aſſure myſelf af 
* 22. Holineſs, Ind Glory.” 

This Bleſſing was certainly enjoyed by the holy 
Men of old. But like every other Species of Feli- 
City in this World, it was enjoyed after an imper- 


fect Manner.—They had an aſſured Perſuaſion, of 


GOD's preſent. Favour, and of their own final 
Happineſs. Nevertheleſs, this aſſured Perſuaſion 
was liable to the Aſſaults, both of outward Tempta- 
tions, and of inward Corruptions, Which might, 
for a While, impair its Vigour, or eclipſe its Luſtre, 
though not deſtroy its Being. As, under a tranſient 
Swoon, the Spirits fail, the Colour departs, but the 
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Vou may farther obſerve, concerning thoſe pious 
Perſons, that, when they ceaſe to exerciſe this 
Confidence of Faith, they lament the Failure; J 
aid, this is my Infirmity * They chide themſelves 
for it; Why art thou caſt down, O my Soul? — They 
encourage themſelves againſt it; Hope in GOD, it 
is thy unqueſtionable en could they 
do this? On what Grounds, or from what Motive ? 
If they had no Perſuaſion, that their -Ranſom was 
paid, and their GOD reconciled. Conſequently, 
that all their Doubts were an Injury to his Fidelity 
and to his Goodneſs, 

| Nay, the Church, even under her darkeſt Appre- 

henſions, {till ſpeaks the Sentiment, ſtill retains the 
Grace, for which I am pleading. 14 LORD, ut- 
tered with her Lips, argues an applicatory Faith' in 
her Heart.—So copious and pregnant are the Evi- 
dences of this precious Doctrine! It is confirmed 
by that very Paſſage, which was produced for its 
Confutation. 

Ther. If this be the Sentiment of the Church in 
general, is it alſo the Temper of her particular 
Members? Was each of them animated by this firm 
and lively Faith ? 

Aſp. Let theſe particular Perſons appear, and an- 
ſwer for themſelves.— Hear the Declaration of the 
Pſalmiſt; Bleſs the LORD, O my Soul, and all that 
ts althes me, bleſs his holy Name t. What is the Cauſe 
of this holy Tranſport, and devout Praiſe? Is it, 
becauſe GOD poſſibly may, becauſe He probably 
will? No; but becauſe HE actually does forgive: 
Il ho forgiveth all thine Iniquities.— Take notice of 
Job's Belief, and Job's Support, amidſt his un- 


0 4 exampled 


Pfal. Ixxvii. 16. + Pſal. xlii. 5. f Pſal. eiii. 1, 3. 
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liveth; not only that there is a Redeemer, but that 
He is, together with all his ſaving Benefits, mine. 
Which being a Truth ſo ſweet and delightful, is 
expreſſed a ſecond Time; whom I ſball ſee for myſelf x, 
to my own Advantage, and for my own Comfort. 
I ſhall ſee him exerting his almighty Power and in- 
finite Mercy, to reſcue my Body from the Grave, 
and to deliver my Soul from Hell. — What was Ha- 
bakkut's Security, amidſt the threatening, the tremen- 
dous, the triumphant Malice of his own, and his 
Country's Enemies? The LORD GOD is my Strength. 


He ſays not, I wiſh, I pray, for the divine Favour, 


and the divine Succour; but I am perſuaded, they 
both are mine; my ineſtimable Portion, and my in- 
violable Safeguard. He will make my Feet like Hind's 
Feet, ſo that I ſhall eſcape from all Danger; and He 
will make me walk upon mine high Places, beyond the 
Reach of every Evil +. 

Ther. Is this the Language of Believers under the 
New Teſtament Diſpenſation ? | 

Aſp. Under every Diſpenſation, Theron. — They 
who lived before the Law, were perſuaded ꝓ of the 
Promiſes ; had not the leaſt Diſtruſt with regard to 
the Certainty of their Performance. Nay; they em- 


braced them || as their own; they received them with 


a particular Application; and hugged them, as it 
were, to their very Souls. — They who lived under 
the Law could ſay; As far as the Eaſi is from the 
Weſt, ſo far hath He removed our Tranſgreſſions from 
Us $.—Our Tranſgreſſions; He hath removed; from 
Us. This is the Acknowledgment, not of David 

alone, 


* Job xix. 25, 27. + Hab. iii. 19. 1 HIuokil;, Heb. 
Xl. 13. || AoTaoapum:., $ Pfal. ci. 12. 


exampled Sufferings. I know that my REDEEMER 
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alone, but of the Jewih Church. Every true 
Ifraelite either made it, or was authorized and ex- 
horted to make it. —And can You imagine, that, 
in the Days of the Goſpel, when our Advantages 
are greater and our Light is clearer, our Faith 
ſhould be weaker? St. Peter makes a Profeſſion, 


which excludes all Doubting; J am a Witneſs of 


the Sufferings of CHRIST, and alſo a Partaker 
of the Glory that ſhall be revealed. St. Paul anſwers 
in the ſame heroic Strain; I am perſuaded that nei- 
ther Life, nor Death, nor any Creature, ſhall be able 
to. ſeparate me from the Love of GOD, which is in 
CHRIST JESUS my LORD +4. Wich both 
which, the Confeſſion of Faith recorded by St. Luke, 
is exactly correſpondent; Ve believe that, through 
the Grace of the, LORD FESUS CHRIST, 
We: fhall be ſaved even as They J. 

Ther. Was not this a Privilege peculiar to the 
Apotles ? 

Aſp. By no means. All Believers are Brethren, and 
have lite precious Faith.—St. Paul congratulates Him- 
ſelf and the Chriſtians at Epheſus, with theſe delight- 
ful Words ; In whom we have Redemption, through his 
Blood, even the Forgiveneſs of Sins. Forgiveneſs He 
mentions, not as a Blefling propoſed for their Ac- 
quiſition, but as conſigned over to their Enjoyment, 
What was imparted to their Souls, and manifeſted 

in 


® 1 Pet. v. 1. + Rom. viii. 29. 

t 44s xv. 11. This, We may obſerve, is the Apoſtle's 
Explanation of Faith ; of that F aith, which the Gentiles 
exerciſed. It is a Belief, that We are, that We Hall be, 
ſaved. Both theſe Ideas are comprehended in the origi- 
nal, cba. We are ſaved, by Purchaſe ; ſhall be 
ſaved, by Power. Are ſaved inchoatively ; ſhall be 


ſaved eternally. 
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in their Conſciences. Their preſent Portion, as 
well as their future Plea.—St. Peter exhorts all his 
Converts, diſperſed in various Parts of the World ; 
Gird up the Loins of your Mind, and hope to the End; 
or, as the Word ſhould rather be tranſlated, hope 
perfectly, hope aſſuredly, for the Grace that it to be 
brought unto You at the Revelation of FESUS 
CHRIST*, Maintain, not a dim, but a bright 


Hope; not a wavering, but a ſteady Expectation, o 


eternal Life. That free, but grand Gift of which the 
LORD FESUS, at his ſecond Coming, will 
certainly make You Partakers.— The Apoſtle, writ- 
ing to his Hebreio Converts, encourages them all to 
Bold faſt the Confidence 1 
Ther. Confidence! This is a ſtrong and bold 
Word. It has ſometimes given me a little Diſguſt. 
But recollecting, that it is ſcriptural, I made no 
Objection. However, I would gladly know, to 
what it refers. | 
Ap. To their final and everlaſting Salvation. It 
is explained by the ſacred Writer Himſelf. Knowing, 
that Ye have in Heaven, & better and a more enduring 
Subſlance. This is the Confidence, which they are 
excited to hold faſt, —He adds, and the Rejoicing 
of Hope, firm unte the End +, Whence it appears, 
that a Hope amounting to Confidence, and the 
Joy which naturally reſults from ſuch a Hope, 
were the common Portion of Chriſtians ; poſleſſed, 
not 


it, WA 13. Ei geg Or At Ne re, ſignify To the 
End. But res, as far as I can fecollect, is never uſed 
in this Senſe, either by ſacred or profane Writers. It 
may be rendered perfe&e, integre, in this Connection, 
cum firma Fiducid, with a firm Afﬀiance, 
+ Heb. iii. 6. 
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not barely by ſome few exalted Saints, but by 
the Followers of JESU in general,—I might 


bring many more Inſtances. But why ſhould I 
multiply Proofs? Since the beloved Diſciple de- 
clares | Theſe Things have 1 written unto You, that be- 
lieve on the Name of the SON of GOD, that Ye may 


know that Ye have eternal Life *. 


Ther. True, Aſpaſio. This coincides with my 


Apprehenſions. Ihe Scriptures were written—firſt | 


that We may believe, and be entitled to eternal Life 


' —next, that We may have the Knowledge of our 


Belief, and a Conſciouſneſs of our Title. The 
Apoſtle ſuppoſes his Correſpondents to poſſeſs the 
former, yet not to have attained the latter. 

Ap. Is it certain, that He makes ſuch a Suppoſi- 
tion? He writes, I imagine, not with a View: of 
leading them to either, but of confirming them in 
both.-He intimates, that the Privilege and the 
Comfort ſhould go together. If We believe, that 
CHRIST is our Surety; We would be perſuad- 
ed, that he has paid our Debt, and ſatisfied Juſtice 
to the very uttermoſt Farthing. If We believe, 
that CHRIST is our Bridegroom ; We ſhould reſt 
aſſured, that his Righteouſneſs, his Inheritance, and 


his Kingdom are ours. And why ſhould We take 


_ Pains to ſeparate, what G O D's Word and the very 
Nature of Things have united? Will this turn to 
our Advantage? Muſt it not iſſue in our Loſs ?— 
Beſides, according to your own Interpretation, 
whoever falls ſhort of this chearing Know- 
ledge, falls ſhort of one great End for which the 
Scriptures were written, He receives not his full 
Reward, He only gleans, where He might reap : 


Or 


* 1 John v. 13, 
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Or rather, He is toſſed on the Ocean: whereas, 
- they that believe, have gained the Port; have dropped 
their Anchor; and enter into Reft ®, 

T her. Believed ! What! That our Sins are laid 
upon CARIST? That He was obedient in our 
Stead? That all ſpiritual Bleflings are thereby pro- 
cured for ozr—even for our Enjoyment ? Is this the 
Faith, which the Apoſtle means ? 

Ap. The Bleffings You have enumerated, are 
the Sum and Subſtance of the Goſpel, And I know 
of no other juſtifying Faith, but that which relates 


to the Goſpel, and believes its Report f. Nor can 


I think, that any other Belief will adminiſter the 
Tranquility, or produce the Reſt, ſpecified by the 
Apoſtle. —But why this infignificant Expreſſion, 
I think? Hear a better Judge, and a more authentic 
Witneſs. Hear what a celebrated Divine and an 
admired Poet ſays, upon the Subject. Who has 
very happily ſtated the true Nature of Faith ; that 
great Duty, and great Privilege, of the Goſpel ! 
| O! for a firm, a laſting Faith, | 

To credit what the Almighty ſaith !- 

T' embrace the Promiſe of his Son, 

And call the Joys of Heaven our own! 


Our own ! If We omit this Circumſtance, how poor 
and mean a Thing is Faith! Unworthy to be diſtin- 
guiſhed, as the leading Doctrine of the whole Bi- 
ble. Scarce worthy of a ſingle Wiſh from any 
One, or of another Word from Us.—-If We do 
not compriſe this in our Faith, what do We more 
than apoſtate Spirits? They are perſuaded, that 
CHRIST and his Benefits ace beſtowed on the 


Elect, 
* Heb. iv. 3. + Iſai. Iii. 1. 
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Elect, on the Converted, on Believers. But they 
cannot believe, that GOD gives CHRIST and 
all ſpiritual Benefits to them. They have no 
Ground for calling theſe Bleſſings their own. 

Here, I find, lies the Core and Root of our Con- 
troverſy. This is the preciſe Point to be ſettled ; 
What it is to believe? What is included in this 
very important Word ?—This Queſtion might re- 
new our Diſpute, and cauſe the paſt Arguments to 
recur. Whereas, I would gladly get rid of Diſpu- 
tation. We have already been too long detained in 
theſe diſagreeable Paths. However, ſince You have 
given the Occaſion, let me avail myſelf of another 
Text or two. For I would willingly drive this Nail 
to the Head; and not leave my Friend unconvinced, 
on a Subject of the utmoſt Conſequence, 

The LORD declares by his Prophet, IJ, even [ 
am He, that blotteth out thy Tranſgreſſlons. To be- 
lieve, is to ſubſcribe this Declaration; to ſubſcribe 
with our Hand, and profeſs from our Heart, 
« LORD it is done, as Thou haft ſaid.” —Faith 
is, if I may ſo ſpeak, the Echo of the divine Voice. 
It eagerly catches, and punctually reverberates the 
joyful Sound, Does GOD ſay, Thou art my Peo- 
ple? Faith replies, Thou art my GOD : not barely 
deſiring, but confidently averring, an Intereſt in 
his Favour, This Explanation of Faith, is given 
Us by a Wiſdom, which cannot be deceived; by a 
Fidelity, which cannot deceive ®,—Jnce more. 


Our 


* Hy. ii. 23. It may not be impertinent, and it will 
be very comfortable to obſerve; That this Pailage re- 
ſpeQs, not a virtuous and obedient, but a wicked and re- 
bellious People. G OD commands even them, who had 
hitherto walked altogether in finful Courſes, to call Him 
their Father, in the very fri Step of their Return, 
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Our LORD bears this Teſtimony concerning 
Thomas; Thomas, thou haſt believed. Now then, 1 
think, We have an infallible Touchſtone. Pro- 
vided We can diſcover, what that is, which E- 


SUS CHRIST calls Believing. Whatever it be, 
it is the Determination of Truth itſelf ; and ſhould 
paſs for a Verdict, from which there lies no Appeal. 
And this, this is the Confeſſion, which Thomas 
made, and to which CHRIST refers; A 
LORD, and my GOD *. This, this exxiteſies, what 
our Divine MASTER calls Believing. When, 
therefore, We confeſs with our Lips, and are per- 


ſuaded in our Hearts, that FESUS is our LORD, 


who bought Us with his Blood; that FESUS is 
our GOD, who will exert al] ws adorable Perfecti- 
tions for our Good; then We truly believe. We 
believe, in our SAVIOUR's Senſe of the Word. 
We have that Faith, which He allows to be ge- 
nuine. 

Ther. Is this the conftant Language of Faith? 
According to this Account, there is no Bifference 
between the Infant and the Adult; between the new- 
born Babe, and the full-grown Man in CHRIST, 
Your ſpiritual Children, Mpaſio, muſt be Men from 
their Birth; nay, born in all the Vigour of Man- 
hood. Whereas, the Apoſtle makes an evident Dif. 
ference between the Babes, the young Men, and the 
Fathers; between Faith, the Aﬀurance of Faith, 
and the full Aflurance of Faith. If We are told 
of a Patriarch, who was flrong in Faith; We read 
of ſome Roman Converts, who were weak in the Faith ; 
and We hear our LORD ſpeaking to Dilcigles, 
who were fearful and P little Faith, 

Ab. 


John xx. 28, 29. 
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Aſp. Between Faith, and the fh Aſſurance of 
Faith, the Apoſtle makes a Difference. The one is 
the moſt exalted Pitch, where the other is but an in- 
ferior Elevation. Yet both are Rounds of the ſame 
Ladder. I don't remember, that the ſacred Writer 
any where diſtinguiſhes between Faith and Aſſurance. 
IIigig and IIerolbngie, Faith and Confidence are joined 
in the Epiſtle to the Epheſians. It is the Opinion of 
the beſt Critics, that the Senſe of the latter is in- 
cluded in the former. The Critic's Opinion is con- 
firmed by the Apoſtle's Manner of ſpeaking, Ie 
have Acceſs with Confidence through Faith *, Could 
yonder Sun diffuſe Warmth through the Air, if it 
had no Warmth in itſelf? Impoſſible! No more 
could Faith produce Confidence in the Believer, if, 

in its own Nature, it did not contain the ſame. * 
The Caſe of little Faith, J think, may be ex- 
plained from our LORD's own Expoſtulation ; 
O Thou of little Faith, wherefore didfi Thou doubt ? 
Here was a Faith, not only in CZRIST's Power, 
but alſo in his Will. Nay; here was an appropri- 
ating Faith, by which the Apoſtle applied both to 
himſelf, —< I verily believe, that my Divine MA S- 
« TER is able to preſerve me, even though I 
« venture to tread upon this tempeſtuous Sea, I 
am perſuaded likewiſe, that He vill uphold me, 
« and not ſuffer his Servant to periſh in the hazard- 
« ous Enterprize.” Nothing leſs than this could 
bave produced that hazardous Enterprize, or have 
emboldened Him to walk upon the rolling Billows. |, 
Do You not diſcern, in this Inſtance, ſome De- 
gree of perſonal Application, ſome real Aſſurance 
ef Faith? "Tis true, this Faith was violently aſ- 
| faulted 


* Eph, iii. 12. 
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faulted by Doubts, and greatly infeebled by Fears *, 
yet till, it was of the applicatory Kind. He can, He 
will, were expreſſive of its Nature; though the boi- 
ſterous Winds, and the terrifying Appearance of 
Things, almoſt drowned its Voice, or ſtifled the 
Words in their Utterance. | 
Ther. If You allow no Difference between Faith 
and Confidence, I am very ſure, St. John puts a 
Difference between Babes, young Men, and Fathers. 
Ap. He does, Theron. And fo would I, Nei- 
ther can I think, of any Thing more proper to ex- 
plain my Meaning, or eſtabliſh my Tenet, than 
your own Compariſon. -I[n ſome fruitful F amily, 
You may ſee one Child in Leading-ſtrings; ano- 
ther able to walk by itſelf; a third come home, 
improved and cultivated, from the School of Li- 
terature. Obſerve their Speech. One liſps out a 
few broken Sentences; another talks intelligibly, 
but very incorrectly; the laſt as learned to expreſs 


the 


I muſt beg of the candid Reader, to take particular 
Notice of this Limitation ; and muſt intreat the impar- 
tial Examiner, not to forget this Conceſſion, We no 
where ſuppoſe, that a freedom from all Fears, and a 
Superiority to all Doubts, are eſſential to the Believer, 
or form his invariable Character. We ſpeak of Faith 
conſidered in i/elf; and only affirm, that an appropriatin 
Perſuaſion, or an Aſſurance of Salvation by EAR 1 975 
is its true, genuine, adequate Nature. That which 
properly anſwers to the divine Report, and to the divine 
Grant of a SAVIOUR. That which properly takes 
hold of, and depends upon, the Faithfulneſs of GOD, 

ledged in his Word.— This Aſſurance, We allow, may 
encumbered with Doubts, and may confli with Fears. 
But till it is ¶ urance—rea l Aſſurance and proves itſelf 
to be ſuch, by oppoſing and ſtruggling with the con- 
ary Princtriple, | 


Himſelf, with tolerable Propriety. Yet each ſpeaks ' 
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the ſame Language, notwithſtanding the various 
Degrees of Fluency in their Utterance, or Purity 
in their Diction.— S0 Faith always ſpeaks one and 
the ſame uniform Language. Whether She liſps or 
ſtammers; whether She whiſpers in faint Accents, 


or raiſes her Voice in a more manly Tone; this is. 


ſtill the unvaried Import of her Speech; GOD, 
even our own G O D, will give Us his Bleſſing. Can 
You forget, how St. 7ohn addreſſes even his little 
Children? I write unto You, little Children, becauſe 
your Sins ARE FORGIVEN*, 

Ther, Will not this Account diſcourage ſome, 
and offend others, whoſe Experience comes ſhort 
of any ſuch Perſuaſion ? 

Aſp. I would not offend the meaneſt, nor diſ- 
courage the weakeſt of my REDEEMER's Ser- 
vants.— As for Offence; that cannot be given, and 
ought not be taken, when all we, advance is 
ſtrictly conformable to the unerring Oracles, 
Whereas, to qualify and attenuate the ſcriptural 
Deſcriptions of Faith, in Complaiſance to our own 
Experience—to make the unhappy Fluctuations and 
unworthy Suſpicions, which poſſeſs the Breaſts of 
ſome particular Chriſtians—to make them the Rule 
of explaining, or the Meaſure of enforcing ſo ca- 


pital a Duty; this, ſure, would be an Offence to 


G OD, an Injury to his Word, and detrimental 
to the Welfare of Souls. 

With regard to Diſcouragement ; I cannot con- 
ceive, how this ſhould enſue, from informing Sin- 
ners, that they have a Right to apply CHRIST, 
and all CHRIST's Merits to themſelves: or 
from exhorting- Sinners to do this, without any 

Vol. III. an fleſitation, 


I John ii. 12, 
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Heſitation, and with a reſolute Dependence. In 
this Caſe, to doubt is to be diſcouraged. As much 
as You want Certainty, ſo much You want Con- 
ſolation. The proper Way to comfort theſe dif- 
treſſed People, is, not to allow but to diſſipate their 
Doubts ; to blow, away thoſe dead Aſhes, that the 
ſmothered Embers may ſhine and glow. 
Were We to inquire after the Cauſe of that 
Diſquietude and Deſpondency, which are fo com- 
mon among modern Profeſſors, I am inclined to 
ſuſpect, We ſhould find it lying hid in their wrong 
Apprehenſions both of CHRIST, and of Faith, 
— They look upon CHRIST, as a rigorous and 
forbidding Monarch, who inſiſts upon ſome hard 
Terms and high Qualifications. Whereas, his 
Heart and his Arms are ever open. His Heart as 
open, as infinite Love can ſet it; his Arms as open, as 
infinite Merit can make them.— They look upon 
Faith, as containing a, Poſſibility only, or at moſt a 
Probability of Salvation through his Name. It is 
with them a Kind of Peradventure. A Situation of 
Mind, fluctuating and pendulous. © Perhaps, I 
% may ſucceed, and be eternally blefled. Perhaps, 
« I may be rejected, and eternally ruined,” Such 
a State of Suſpenſe, in an Affair of everlaſting 
Conſequence, cannot but create Uneaſineſs and 
Anxiety. 
This Uneaſineſs and Anxiety ſeem to have been 
little known. in the earlier and better Days of the 
Church. And why? Becauſe Chriſtians were then 
expoſed to the Rage of Perſecution ? Becauſe they 
were placed nearer the Time of CHRIST's per- 
ſonal Abode on Earth? I rather think, becauſe 
they were taught this particular and comfortable 
| Application 
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Application of CHRIST and his Righteouſneſs. 
They exerciſed a confident Affiance on FESUS, 
as their wn REDEEMER; and were ſhewn 
a more direct Way to obtain this bleſſed Conh- 
dence, than merely to ſearch after their own re- 
newed Qualities. 

Ther. Surely, Aſpaſio, in this Particular You 
differ, not from me only, but from the PONY 
of the Orthodox. | 

Ap. I am forry to find myſelf under a Week 
of differing from any worthy Perſons, much more 
of diſagreeing with the Generality. This I can 
ſafely aver, that it is not from an Affectation of 
Novelty, or any Fondneſs for Diſputing, but from 
a diſintereſted Regard to the Truth of the Goſpel. 
I ſhould be glad to have the Concurrence of all the 
Serious, and all the Pious, But I dare not pur- 
chaſe their Approbation, I dare not attempt a Coali- 
tion of Sentiments, by diminiſhing the boundleſs 


. Riches of Grace, or reſtricting the abſolute Free- 


neſs of Salvation by CHRIST. 
You are pleaſed to remind me of the Orthodox. 


Pray, my dear Friend, what is the Standard of Or- 
thodoxy? — Is it the Word of Revelation? This 
ſpeaks once, yea twice, nay ſome Hundreds of 
Times in our Favour.—ls it the Doctrine of our 
Reformers from Popery? With theſe We jar not, 
but exactly harmonize.— Is it to be taken from the 
old Confeffions of Faith, and the Catechiſms of 
proteſtant Churches? To theſe We appeal, and 
have the Sanction of their Authority. — Has the 
modern Way of treating and ſtating this momentoyd 
Subject ſo much to alledge for its Support? 


Ddz | Let 
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Let me farther aſk—Are We better than our Fa- 
thers? Is Chriſtianity in a thriving Condition, or 
practical Religion on the advancing Hand? The 
Reverſe, the melancholy Reverſe is undeniably true. 
When our Writers enforced, and our Preachers 
urged, what I am defending, Profeſſors were alive, 
and/animated with the Power of Godlineſs. Where- 
as, now We ſeem to be degenerated into the mere 
Form. We have a Name to live, but are languid, 
liſtleſs, and if not dead“, yet ready to die. — It 
beboves Us therefore to — 1 whether the De- 


clenſion, the Decays, the Unfruitfulneſs, ſo juſtly 


lamented in the preſent Age, may not be owing to 
the Abſence of this appropriating Belief, of this 
aflured Perſuaſion. 

A ſweet Aſſurance of Pardon, a comfortable per- 
ſuaſion of our Reconciliation with G OD, an eſta- 
bliſhed Hope of eternal Glory through JESUS 
CHRIST; theſe will be operative in the Soul, as 
« a Torch in the Sheaf.” Theſe will inkindle 
Love, and increaſe Watchfulneſs; theſe will beget 
the true Humility of Mind, and work an unfeigned 
Abhorrence of Sin; theſe will inlarge the Heart 
with Charity, and exalt the AﬀeQions above the 
World. Theſe are the proper, and the only effec- 
tual Means of making the Man of G OD perfect, 
that is, thoroughy furniſhed to every good Mort f. 


+ | 


| „Rev. iii. 1. 

+ For the Diſplay and Confirmation of theſe Points, I 
do, with great Pleaſure, and without any Diffidence, re- 
fer to Mr. MaxsHaLL's Goſpel Myſtery of San#ification. 
Whick 1 ſhall not recommend in the Style of a Critic, 
nor like a Reader of Taſte, but with all the Simplicity 
af the weakeſt Chriſtian ; I mean, from my own Expe- 

rience. 
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But the doubting Frame is not fitted to yield any 
of theſe Fruits. Nay, I am apprehenſive, there 
are ſeveral Graces, which can hardly be exerciſed, 
ſeveral Duties, which. can ſcarcely be performed, 
ſo long as this Spirit of Diffidence prevails. : 

Ther. Name them, Aſþafio. 

Aſp. I am afraid, left I ſhould ſeem to arrogate 
the Office of a Teacher; which neither becomes 
my Condition, nor is agreeable to my Temper. 

Ther. I beſeech You my dear Friend, let Us 

wave Ceremony, and have nothing to do with Com- 
pliments. My Soul is in jeopardy. My preſent 
Comfort, and my everlaſting Happineſs, are-at ſtake: 
And ſhall We ſuffer any little Punctilios to overbear 
ſuch weighty Conſiderations ? 7 nid 

D d 3 Suppoſe, 


3 


rience. To me it has been made ſingularly inſtructive, 
comfortable, uſeful. Though I have often read it, I 
am never weary of reading it. And every freſh Peruſal, 
ſill gives me freſh Improvement, Conſolation, and ſpiri- 
tual Strength. Inſomuch, that was I to be baniſhed in- 
to ſome deſolate Iſland, poſſeſſed only of tab Books be- 
ſides my BI BLE, this ſhould be one of the two; perhaps, 
the firſt that I would chooſe. | 

Should any Perſon, hitherto a Stranger to the-Work, 
purchaſe it on this Recommendation, I muſt defire to 
ſuggeſt one Caution.— That He be not ſurpriſed, if, in 
the Be inning, He meets with ſomething new, and quite 
out of the common Road. Or, if ſurpriſed, that He 
would not be offended, but calmly and attentively pro- 


ceed. He will find the Author's Deſign opening itſelf 


by degrees. He will diſcern more and more the Pro- 
priety of his Method. And what might, at the firſt 
View appear a like a Stumbling-block ; will prove to be 
2 fair, compendious, ample Avenue—to the Palace of 
Truth—to the temple of Holine/i—and to the Bowers of 
Happineſs, 
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Suppoſe, You are a Teacher; I have great Need, 
and am very deſirous, to become your Scholar. 
For I freely confeſs, that, knowing as I may ſeem 
in other Inſtances, I am very ignorant in the great 
Peculiarities of the Goſpel. And a Heathen would 
reproach me, if I ſhould chooſe to continue in Ig- 
norance, rather than ſubmit to Information. 


Cur neſcire, pudens pravè, quam diſcere mallem * ? 


Nay; though I have read the Scriptures in a critical 
View, I have been an utter Stranger to their ſpiri- 
tual Meaning. Here, Iam uninſtructed as a Babe; 
here, therefore, I ought to be teachable as a Babe, 
Yes; in this reſpect I would become as a tile 
Child, that I may enter into the Knowledge, and 
poſſeſs the Privileges of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Aſp. Your Anſwer, Theron, ſhall be a Law.— 
Love to GOD, is the firſt Commandment; and 
without all Peradventure, is the principal Grace, 
But, is it eaſy, is it poſſible to love G OD, before 
We have any Perſuaſion of his love to Us? This 
is what the Apoſtles did not, could not do, And, 
if it exceeded their Ability, it will doubtleſs be above 
the Reach of our Capacity, The Thing may be 
attempted, the Practice may be urged. We may 
ſee the Neceſſity of it, and defire to perform it, 
But we ſhall never, never be able to exerciſe it, till 
We have ſome comfortable Apprehenſion of GOD's 


\ Reconciliation and good Will to Us. We hue 


H I M— Wherefore? From what Inducement ? 
Bicauſe HE firſt loved Us f; and becauſe this Love 
hath been made evident to our Conſciences, by the 
Light of Faith, | 
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What think You of Delight. in GOD? This 
alſo is a chriſtian Grace; of eminent Diſtinction, 
and unſpeakable Value. But how can two walk 
together, except they be agreed? We never covet an 
Intimacy with the Perſon, who declares Himſelf 
our Enemy. Nay, if there be only a Suſpicion, 
that He bears Us a ſecret ill Will, We ſhall be jea- 
lous of truſting Him, and averſe to approach Him. 
This was the Caſe of our firſt Parents, immediately 
after the Fall. Inſtead of drawing near to their 
CREATOR, with Pleaſure and Gratitude; they 
fled from Him, with Anxiety and Terror. And 
why? Becauſe they were under the alarming Ap- 
prehenſions of his Diſpleaſure.— Whereas, let Us 
once believe, what the Apoſtle affirms ; When We 
were Enemies, We were reconciled to GOD by the 
Death of his SON*, Let Us cordially credit, 
what the Prophet repeatedly declares; Therefore 
will the LORD wait that He may be gracious unto 
Vu; and therefore will He be exalted, that He may 
have Mercy upon You +, Then We ſhall ſeek his 

; d 4 Face 


* Rom. v. 10. 

+ Lai. xxx. 18. That admirable Commentator V1- 
TRINGA, Who generally draws his Bow with a ſteady 
Hand, and ſhoots his Arrow with the exacteſt Aim, 
Here ſeems to have miſſed the Mark. Waiting to be 
gracious, according to his Interpretation, implies a Delay 
in the Exerciſe of the Attribute, and is the ſame as to 
alain from being gracious. Had this been the Meaning, 
the Language would probably have been, not nnd 
but fe | 

Waiting ti i gracious rather ſignifies, to ſtand over a 
People with the continued Tenders of Grace and Mer- 

„even while they refuſe to accept them. This was 
the Caſe with GOD and Iyrael. 50 promiſed to 
defend the Maelites; they obſtinately refuſed to confide 
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Face with Alacrity. Our Affections will be on the 
Wing to ſalute their Almighty BENE FA C- 
TOR. We ſhall joy in GO D through our LORD 
JESUS CHRIST. be 

Ther. To the Enjoyment of many ſpiritual Con- 
ſolations, and the , Exerciſe of ſeveral delightful 


Graces, I acknowledge, an aſſured Faith is neceſ- 


ſary ; but— | 0 71 
App. Ay, Theron, You may well heſitate, It will 
be difficult to fill up the Chaſm in your Diſcourſe, 
For my part, I know not any Duty of Holineſs, 
which can be performed aright, without ſome De- 


gree of this confiding Faith.—We are to walk wore 


thy of HIM, who hath called Us to. his Kingdom and 
Glory * : but if We doubt, whether We in particular 
are called, how can this influence our Converſation ? 
—We are to be Followers of GQD, as his dear 
Children +. But if We do not, cannot, will not be- 
lieve, ſo as to cry * Abba, FATHER,” how can 
ſuch a Conſideration ſway our Hearts? Nay; upon 
what Principles can ſuch a Perſon addreſs Himſelf 
to 


in his Protection. GOD diſſuaded them from truſting 
in the Succour of Egypt; they preſumptuouſly re ſolved 
to rely on that broken Reed. Therefore, ſays GOD, 
{ will--withdraw my lighted Mercy; deny my deſpiſed 
Aſliſtance ;-— This would be the Manner of human Pro- 
cedure, But the LOR D's Ways are not as Man's Ways. 


His Long-ſuffering. triumphs over our Perverſeneſs. 


Therefore, He ſays, © I will not deal with them accord- 
* ge their, Folly. 1 will not turn away from them 
« in 

t upon them, till they ſee their Error accept my 
% Favour.” - Amazing Condeſcenſion 1 oodneſs ! I 
was going to ſay. But divine Condeſceniign; and Good- 
neſs are, if I may ſo ſpeak, infinitely more than amazing. 

1 Theſſ, ii. 12 f Eptsv. 1, 


iſpleaſure, I will even wait for them, and wait 
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to diſcharge any Office of the chriſtian Life? We 


are to abound in the Works of the LORD, from the 
animating Proſpe&t of a glorious Reſurrection *. 
This He cannot do; becauſe He apprehends Him- 
ſelf to have no Lot or Portion in the bleſſed Hope, 
We are to open our Hands in Charity to others, 
under a View of that heavenly Kingdom, which 
was prepared for Us before the Foundation of the 


World +: We are to. cleanſe Ourſelves from all 


Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, on account of ; thoſe 
precious Promiſes, which are freely given to us in 
CHRIST FESUSj: but where unbeiieving 
Doubts predominate, theſe endearing and invigo- 
rating Motives are loſt. The Man has no Intereſt 


in the encouraging Promiſes, has no Title to the 


bliſsful Inheritance; conſequently, - theſe Sine ws 
of evangelical Obedience, with reſpe& to him, are 
benumbed, withered, dead. 
Once again; A true Chriſtian, inſtead of dread- 
ing, loves the Day of CHRIST's final and glori- 
ous Appearing. St. Peter tells Us, He /ooks for it, 
with pleaſing Expectation, as Siſera's Mother for 
the triumphant Return of her Son, He haftens to 
it, in ardent Deſire, as the enamoured Bridegroom 
to the wiſh'd-for Hour of his Nuptials. Which, 
J think, can neither be a rational nor a practicable 
Thing, unleſs We have ſome chearing and eſta- 
bliſhed Hope, that when He foall appear, We ſhall 
be like Him, and ſee Him as He it. 
Ther. Such a Man may make Prayers and Sup- 
plications, Though he cannot rejoice in the Pri- 
| vileges, 


1 Cor. xv. 58. + Matt. xxv. 34. t 2 Cor. 
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426 DIALOGUE xvil, 
vileges, He may requeſt them at the Throne of 
Grace. | = 

Aſp. Prayer is a great Duty, and as great a Privi- 
lege, I wiſh my dear Theron the Spirit of Grace 
and Supplication. This will be better, incompa- 
rably better and more advantageous, than a Key to 
hidden Treaſures. But how can You pray with 
bumble Boldneſs, or with lively Hope, unleſs You 
believe? Believe, that CHRIST is your High- 
Prieſt; is your Interceſſor with the FATHER; 
and, with all the Incenſe of kis infinite Merit, pre- 
ſents your Petitions ? Then, and then only, can You 
have, what the Apoſtle calls, Boldneſs and Acceſs with 
Confidence *. Take notice of theſe vigorous Ex- 
preſſions; and at your Leiſure conſider, whether 
they countenance the ſuſpicious and miſgiving 
Temper.—At preſent obſerve, how yonder Lark 


warbles and mounts in the Firmament; as if ſhe 
was 


Epb. iii. 12. Ilpoouſuſn, Acce/5 with a chearing and grace- 


ful Aſſurance ; ſuch as thole Petitioners enjoy, who are 


inttoduced to the royal Preſence by ſome diſtinguiſhed 
Favourite.— As when Jeſepb's Brethren were preſented 
to Pharaoh, by the Prime Miniſter of Egypt, and De- 
kverer of the Nation. Gen. xIvii. 2. Ilagpyore, A Bold- 
neſs or unreſtrained Liberty of Speech; ſuch as Children uſe, 
when they preſent their Addreſſes, and make known their 
Requeſts, to an indulgent Father,—As when Acþb/ah, a 
beloved Daughter, ſolicited her Suit at the Hand of 
Caleb, her generous Parent, Judg. i. 15. Erwwroibnon, With 
a wwell-grounded and fteady Confidence, that We ſhall obtain 
both a favourable Acceptance, and a gracious Anſwer. 
—As when Efher, made her Petition to a Sovereign, 
who had ſtretched out the golden Sceptre, and promiſed 
to grant whatever She aſked. E/her v. 6. And all this, 
through the Faith of CHRIST ; through the Worthi- 
neſs of his Perſon, and Prevalence of his Intereeſſion. 
Which have more Weight and Influence in Heaven, than 
all Arguments, Motives, or Conſiderations, whatever, 
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was bidding Adieu to the Earth, and going to mingle 
with the Skies. An Image this, of believing Prayer! 


Should a Fowler ſhoot the ſoaring Songſter through 


the Wing, how would ſhe fall from her Elevation, 
and flutter on the Ground! An Emblem that, of 
diſtruſting Prayer. 

I know not how to leave this Subject, without 
attending to the Teſtimony of St. James than 
which, nothing can be more awful, and nothing 
more deciſive, It ſhould really alarm the doubting 


Diſpoſition, as much as any Solicitation to the moſt 


horrid Sin. It ſhould alarm the whole religious 


World, as much as the Beacons, ſuddenly kindled 


and all on a Flame, would alarm the Inhabitants 


of the maritime Coaſts. Let Him pray in Fall, 


nothing doubting ; for He that doubteth is like a Wave 
of the Sea, driven by the Wind, and taſt. Nay ; the 
Apoſtle adds—and it is an Addition greatly to be 
regarded. It ſhould abide with Weight on our 
Conſciences. For it comes from a Caſuiſt, who 


could neither be too indulgent, through an Exceſs + 


of Compaſſion; nor too rigorous, through an Ex- 
travagance of Zeal—let not that Man, the doubting 


Supplicant think, that He ſhall receive any Thing of 


the LORD. 
Never 


Jam. i. 6. N. B. Nothing doubting, is the Apoſtle's 
Explanation of Faith.—An Explanation, which He learn- 
ed from the Lips of his divine MA STER. See Mart. 
xxi. 21 ,— Mngy Aa f is, in our Tranſlation p nothing 
wavering, But the very ſame Expreſſion is rendered, 
As x. 20. Nothing doubting. The Senſe is, either Way, 
alike. Though, I think, Nothing wavering, correſponds 
too nearly with the Compariſon, Lite a Fave ; makes 
ſomething of a diſagreeable Jingle; and flattens the 
Force, or ſuperſedes the Neceflity, of the following 
Illuftration, 
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; Never then, my worthy Friend, never more be 
an Advocate for Doubtings. Purſue them with 
Fire and Sword. Give them no Quarter. Deal 
with them as Saul was commanded to treat che 
Amalekites. 

Ther. Do You then aſſert, that None can be 
a true Believer, or find Acceptance with G OD, if 
He be liable to any Doubts ? 

Ap. Far be the Thought from my Heart, far- 
Ader ſtill the Aſſertion from my Lips.— That there 
is no Doubting in Faith I aver; and ſo does com- 
mon Senſe; and ſo will every thinking Perſon. 
To receive CHRIST, and doubt of it, is im- 
poſſible. To believe, that GOD hath given to 
Us eternal Life, and at the ſame Time to doubt of 
it, is ſelf-contradiftory In ſhort; to doubt of 
what We believe, is utterly inconſiſtent. —Yet, 
though there is no Doubting in true Faith, there 


may be many Doubts in the true Believer, Be- 


cauſe, He does not always exerciſe his Faith, and 
never is perfect in his Faith, He knows and enjoys, 
only in Part. 

So far from aſſerting, what You ſuzgeſt, that I 
verily think, there is not a Believer on Earth, 
whoſe Faith is wholly free from Intervals of F allure: 
or from the Aſſaults of Doubting. Corruption, in- 
bred Corruption, fixes its cancrous Tooth in this, 
as well as in every other Gift of Grace. The moſt 
advanced Saint, who can ſteadily ſay, LORD, I 
believe; has Reaſon to add, Help Thou mine Unbelief ! 
— This however I maintain, that all Kinds and every 
Degree of Doubting, are no leſs ſinful, than they 


are Forejudicial They are what the Goſpel cen- 
ſures, 
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ſures, condemns, forbids *. They are what Chriſ- 
tians muſt renounce; oppoſe; and treat, not as 
occaſional Enemies, but as irreconcilable Adver- 
ſaries. To theſe We muſt offer no Conditions of 


Peace, but, like Hannibal at the Altar, ſwear per- 


petual War, h 

Methinks, I would borrow the fine figurative 
Language of the Church : which, if it has not a 
direct Reference to this Subject, may very properly 
be accommodated to it. Take Us the Foxes, thoſe 
little Foxes. They are little in Size, and ſeem not 
very formidable. But they are extremely miſchiev- 
ous, and ſpoil our Vines. They prey upon our Com- 
fort; they eat away the Vigour of our Obedience; 


and make all our Graces a mere Dwarf, if not a 


dead Shrub. 


* Matt. xiv, 31. Luke xii. 29, 1 Tim. ii. 8. 
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EE, Theron See yonder black and low-hung 
Cloud! It points this Way. It is big with a 
Shower ! It marches on apace; and will ſoon 


be over our Heads, We muſt inſtantly fly to 


Shelter. 
Ther. It is well we have this Summer-houſe for 


our Shelter. The thickeſt Boughs would be inſuf- 


ficient to ſcreen Us. I think, I never ſaw a more 


impetuous Burſt of Rain. A Shower! No, *'tis a 


deſcending Deluge. The large, ropy, reeking Drops, 
come down like a Torrent *,—Surprifing ! What a 
| dreadful 


Come down like a Torrent. This is the Import of that 
ſtrong pictureſque Word m P/al. Ixxvii. 17. In this 
Manner, The Clouds poured out Water; while the Air tbun- 
dered; and the Arrows of the ALMIGHTY went abroad. 
Mr. Addiſon, if I remember right, admires the Pſalmiſt's 
Deſcription of a Storm at Sea; becauſe, it dwells only 
upon the grand and moſt ftriking Circumſtances ; without 
deſcending, like Virgil's enervated Repreſentation, to 
ſuch little Particulars, as the Cries of Men, and the 
Noiſe of Oars. Clamorgue Virũn, Stridorgue — 
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dreadful Flaſh was there! A Sheet of ſulphureous 
Fire, launched from the diſmal Gloom, and wrap- 
ing the whole Skies in a Blaze? — Not a Moment's 
Interval, between the Lightning's Rage, and the 
Thunder's Roar. How ſudden and vaſt the Explo- 
fon! What a deep, prolonged, tremendous Peal 
enſues ! It ſeems, as if the Poles of Earth, and the 
Pillars of Nature cracked. 

See, my dear Aſpaſio! See the direful Havock ; 
the borrid Effects of this elementary Tumult.—. 
Yonder Oak, which reared its towering Head aloft, 
and ſpread wide its graceful Branches, is, in the 
Twinkling of an Eye, turned into a naked Trunk. 
There it ſtands, ſinged and tore; ſtripped of its 


verdant Honours “, and ſurrounded with its own 


ſhattered 


This Deſcription of a Tempeſt is, I think, equally admi- 
rable on the ſame Account. The three greateſt and moſt 
terrible Peculiarities are ſelected; and expreſſed with all 
the Conciſeneſs, yet with all the Vigour, which Lan- 
guage can unite. 

I have not met with any Commentator, who enters 
into the Spirit of the next Verſe. And in our Liturgy 
Tranſlation, its Majeſty ſinks into Meanneſs, its Pro- 
priety degenerates into Tautology. Whereas it is by 
no means a vain Repetition ; but heightens and enlarges 
the formidable Idea, by diſplaying tbe Effect of what had 
been deſcribed, in the foregoing Lines. The Voice of 
thy Thunder was in the Heavens; the Vollies not only 
reſounded, but reſounded from Pole to Pole, and filled 
on the vaſt Circumference of the Skies. The Lightnings 
lightened the World; the Flaſhes not only ſhone, but ſhone 
far and near, and illuminated the whole World with their 


Blaze. The Earth trembled to its Center, and its Inha- 


bitants ook with Horror. 

* Does not this give Us the moſt awful and grand 
Senſe of P/alm xxix. g. ? The Voice of theLO RD, when 
uttered in Thunder, and accompanied wito Lightning, 

my? 
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clemencies of the Weather? Would this keep Us 
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ſhattered Fragments, How fearful is the Artillery 
of Heaven! Hh | * 

Aſp. And why—why did not the Blow fall on this 
guilty Head ? Why was not the fiery Bolt, which 
flew ſo-near, commiſſioned to pierce our Hearts? 
If our heavenly FATHER has been fo tenderly 
careful of theſe periſhing Bodies, will He not be much 
more gracious to our immortal Souls? Will he 
not clothe them with that immaculate Robe, which 
is the only Security from the Stroke of eternal Ven- 
geance ! — And let me aſk, can this be a Security 
to Us, unleſs We are veſted with it! Could this 
Building, though very ſubſtantial, have ſecured Us 
from the ruſhing, Rains, if We had not betaken 
Ourſelves to its friendly Covert ! 

GHRIST is repreſented, in the Prophecy of 
Tfaiah, by this very Image; as a Place of Refuge, and 
as a Covert from the Storm and from Rain *. That 
is, His Merits and Death are a ſure Protection, from 


the Curſe of the Law, and the Damnation of Hell. 


No Fury of the Elements fo terrible as theſe ; no 
Bulwark of Stone ſo impregnable as theſe, —-If this 
is a proper Emblem of CHRIST, to what ſhall 
We liken Faith? To a Perſuaſion, that the Shel- 
ter of the Summer-houſe is Free for our Uſe? To a 
high Eſteem of its Accommodation, an earneſt De- 
fire after its Protection, or an habitual Tendency 
towards it ?!—Would this defend Us from the In- 


dry, 


mm rv, not diſcovereth the thick Buſhes, but Rrips the 


Foreft ; lays bare the branching Woods; reduces, the 
molt magnificent and flouriſhing Cedars to naked and 


withered T'ranks, See Joel i. 7, 
* Iat, iv. 6. 
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dry, amidſt (what You call) the deſcending Deluge ? 

Would this Eſteem, Deſire, or Tendency, unleſs 
carried into actual Entrance and Poſſeſſion, be a 
proper Safeguard, or indeed any Manner of Ad- 
vantage to our Perſons ? 

Ther. No, Aſpaſio; neither would a Perſuaſion 
that the Summer-houſe ig mine. 

Aſp. True: but a Belief that CHRIST: is 
mine, is like entering the Summer-houſe. When 
the Divine SPIRIT reveals the Grant of an all- 
ſufficient SAVIOUR, made and tendered to me 
a Sinner—when I am enabled to confide in his 
Death, as the Reconciliation for my Iniquities ; 
and in his Obedience, as the Matter of my Juſtifi- 
cation—when I live in the Exerciſe. of this reali- 
zing, appropriating Faith—then I make that; Uſe 
of CHRIST, and receive that Benefit from 
Him ; which correſpond with the Repoſe and. Se- 
curity, We now enjoy amidſt this hoſpitable Struc- 
ture. Then, as the Prophet 7aiah ſpeaks, I enter 
into the Chambers, the Chambers of Peace and Salva- 
tion, and ſhut the Doors about me *, 

Ther. May I then, from this Inſtant, look upon 
CHRIST, his glorious Perſon, his perfect Righte- 
ouſneſs, and his precious Death, as my certain Inhe- 
ritance? May I firmly believe, that in this im- 
menſely meritorious REDEEMER, I have 
Pardon of Sins, the Promiſes of the Goſpel, and 
all ſpiritual Bleſſings, granted unto me without any 
Condition or any Reſerve * 

Aſp. Why ſhould You not believe all this firmly ? 
You have the ſame Reaſon to believe with a ſteady 
Confidence, as to believe with any Degree of Af- 

Vol. III. E e fiance, 


* [ſat. xxvi. 20. 
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fiance; It is the free Promiſe of the Goſpel, ad- 


Love, 


— 


dreſſed to Sinners, that warrants the latter; and 66” wk 
the very ſame_Promiſe, under the ſame Circum- &/ put 
ſtances of unmerited Munificence, authorizes the mot 
former. «© Th 
| pie 
Vou have heard my Opinion, hear now what our alted ] 
LORD Himſelf ſays; Let Him that is athirſl, come; He alt 
and whoſoever will, let Him take the Water of Life He ez 
freely v. The Water of Life is that, which pro- his M. 
| duces, maintains, and ſtrengthens the Life of leaſt T 
1 GOD in the Soul. An Office, which nothing to belj 
FI can perform, but thoſe ſpiritual Bleſſings, You = 
a1 have juſt been mentioning. Theſe let the thirfty, ani 
#1 tet the Sinner, let whoever will, take; as freely, till chi: 
a as He makes uſe of the moſt common Refreſh- courag 
4 ments; as freely, as He drinks of the running Ap. 
4 Stream. This is the royal Proclamation.— enough 
I Fear his gracious Invitation. Loot unto Me, and muſt s 
| be ye ſaved + ; faved from your diſquieting Fears, by expreſs 
| 1 Juſtification; ſaved from your domineering Cor- TY : 
1 ruptions, by Sanctification; ſaved from every Evil, the Na 
4 by complete and eternal Redemption. To whom exaniin 
| is this moſt affectionate Call directed? Not to a barely 
b few diſtinguiſhed Favourites only, but to all the | 
Ends of the Earth. None are excepted ; none are 
prohibited ; and can my Theron imagine, that He 
is excluded ? + Za 
Nay farther; Hear our LOR D's earneſt En- and af 
treaty ; hear his tender and repeated Importunity ; Heart w 
As though GOD did beſeech You by Us ; We pray You, _ _ 
in CHRIST's Stead, be ye reconciled to GOD t. * 
e 'Tis the Voice of infinitely condeſcending « Doſt 
Love, „Thee 
. Rev. XXii. 17. + Iſa. xlv. 22. f 2 Cor. v. 20. Ann 
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Love, ſpeaking by his Ambaſſador Sinners, 
te accept my great Salvation. Enjoy what I have 
s purchaſed for You, by my dying Agonies, Do 
* not ſuſpet my Kindneſs, or refuſe my Gifts. 
« This will wound me deeper, than the Spear which 
« pierced my Heart.” -—Q ! the Grace of our ex- 
alted KING! He bows from his celeſtial Throne. 
He almoſt kneels to his guilty Creatures. He begs, 
He eyen begs of obnoxious Sinners, not to reject 
his Mereies.— After all this, can you entertain the 
leaſt Doubt, 'Theron, whether you have a Permiſſion 


to believe firmly? 


Ther. This is extraordinary Goodneſs indeed ! I 
have often read theſe Paſſages, but never ſaw them, 
till this Hour, in a Light ſo engaging, and ſo en- 
couraging. i 

App. Should not this three-fold Cord be ſtrong 


enough to draw my dear F riend; let me add (what 


muſt abſolutely ſuperſede all Objections) the plain, 
expreſs, peremptory Command of the ALMIGH- 
TV: This is his Command, that We ſhould believe on 
the Name of his Son FESUS CHRIST®, Pray, 
examine the Language; Not He allows only; or 
barely adviſes ; but He commands 1. We are not 

only 


* 1 John iii. 23. 

+ Luther, at a certain Time, was violently haraſſed 
and afflicted with Temptations. Inſomuch, that his 
Heart was rent with Anguiſh; the Tears ſtreamed from 
his Eyes; and his Breath was ſpent in Sighing.* Amidſt 
theſe Pangs of Diſtreſs, a Perſon accoſted Him with the 
following Words; My Son, why dolt Thou mourn ? 
« Doſt I hou not know, that GOD hath commanded 
«« Thee to believe? - When I heard that Word COM- 


M AND, ſays the zealous Reformer, it prevailed more 
Ee 2 on 
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only permitted, but ſtrictiy required. It is not 


only our Privilege, but G Ob's poſitive Injunc- 


tion. — Upon the Diſcovery of ſuch a SAVIOUR, 
methinks every Heart ſhould cry; „0 that 1 
might be allowed to approach Him! To ſolicit 
"Kan Intereſt in Him! How gladly would 1 wait, 
ever ſo long a Time, in ever ſo mean a Poſture, 
ce if I might at the laſt receive Him as my Portion !” 
| — The fuperabundant Goodnefs of G0, pre- 
vents dur. Wiſhes, and exceeds our Hopes. «1 
freely give my SON, faith the LORD, and 
call his Riches to You. I beſeech You, as a 
e compaſſionate Friend, not to refuſe Him. 1 enjoin 
« You, as an uncontroulable Sovereign, to believe 
« on Him.” —Gracious ! moſt amazingly gracious 
is this Command | And give me leave to hint, it 
is the greateſt, the moſt important Command, that 
ever iſſued from the: Throne of Glory. If this be 
neglected, no other can be kept; if this be ob- 

ſerved, all others will be eaſy. 22] 
Now, Theron, ſhall We not receive CHRIST, 
and look upon his all- ſufficient Merits, as our 
own? Is not our Warrant clear and unexception- 
able? Nay, is not our Obligation ſtrong and in- 
diſpenſible ? Shall We ſtill diſpleaſe the moſt high 
GOD, and give Him Occaſion to ſay? How long 
will this People provoke me? And how long will it be, 
er they believe me, for all the Signs which I have ſbetu- 
| ea 


on my Heart, than all that I heard, or read, or 
thought on before. 5 
Upon this Text Mr. Anbreſe very properly argues; 
The LORD hath commanded me to believe; therefore 
it is my Duty. But becauſe I cannot believe, unleſs I 
apply the Promiſe to myſelf; therefore it is my Duty to 
* conclude, that the Promiſe belongs to me. 
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ed amongſt them , and all the Encouragements 


which I have given to them, | 4 

Ther. Is this Command directed to Sinners + ? 
Make this appear, and then I will readily. own ; That 
a fuller Proof of your Point cannot be urged ; a 
ſtronger Inducement to believe, cannot be pro- 
duced. . p 
Aſp. You ſet me a Taſk, as eaſy, as it is pleaſ- 
ing. If I could not demonſtrate this Point, I ſhould 
be at a Lofs to diſcover any glad Tidings in the 
Goſpel. I mention not the Jaylor of Philippi, who 
was prevented in the very Act of Suicide, I paſs 


by the Woman of Samaria, who lived in_a Courſe 


of Fornication. I ſhall exhibit one Proof only, 
which may ſerve inſtead of Multitudes. Our 
LORD's Commiſſion to his Apoſtles is, Go 77 
into all the World, and preach the Goſpel to every Crea- 
ture F,—Should You inquire ; What is the Goſ- 
pel? We cannot have a better Expoſitor, than the 
Angel from Heaven. Behald / I bring good Tidings ; 
or to ſpeak more exactly according to the Original, 
evalyelowas, T preach the Goſpel. The Tenour of 
which is; To You is bern a SAVIOUR, whach is 
CHRIST, the LORD ||. A SAYIOUR,. to 
deliver You from Sin, from Hell, from every Evil. 
This SAVIOUR is the LORD; the great 

E e 3 JEHO- 


* Numb. xiv. 11. See alſo Pal. Ixxviii. 22. 

+ This is the great Difficulty, to be got over by an 
awakened Conſcience, Here She is ſtartled and at a 
ſtand. Here She ſees Lions raging to terrify her, and 
Mountains riſing to oppoſe her. As this is the paſin 
Queſtion ; the Scruple, that ſo often tecurs 4 FK anf 


Experience; the Reader will not wonder, if it preſents - 


itſelf more than once, in the Dialogues. 
t Mark xvi. 15. . Luke ii. 10, 11. 
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JEHOV AH manifeſted in your Fleſh; GOD 
Himſelf, becoming incarnate, on purple to àc- 
compliſh the marvelous Work. —Wherefore is this 
3 ? Not to be the Subject of Speculation, 
but for the Obedience of Faith*. That Men may 
ſhew their dutiful Regard to the divine Teſtimony, 
by believing it for themſelves. The only Obe- 
dience, that can be paid to ſuch a Report. There- 
fore it is added, To you is born. — But who are 
called, thus to believe, thus to obey? © Ml! the 
Mrld; every Creature. And can it be ſuppoſed, 
that all the World was holy? That every Creature 
was rigbtebus? You well know, that, inſtead of 
being all righteous, there was None righteous, no, 
not one. They were altogether become abotnina- 
ble, and guilty before GOD. Vet was this Obe- 
dience of Faith enforced on, and enjoined to them; 
abominable and guilty as they were, —To this a- 
Erecth the WW: ftminſter Confeffion. 9 G'OD, free- 
on I. Merelb unto SINNERS Life and Salva- 


tion by JESs CHRIST, reguiring of 


« them Faith i in Him, that they may be ſaved.“ 

* Ther. Truly, 4b, You put all my miſtruſt. 
ful A pprehenſions to the Stand. Here is a Procla- 
"mation from. the bleſſed GOD — ſeconded by his 
Invitation H accompanied by his Eutreaty - enforced 
by his Cammand— and all addreſſed to Sinners, I 
know not what can be a fuller Proof of your Point, 
or a ſtronger Inducement to believe. 

Ap. Les, my Friend; I can produce (if ſuch a 
Thing be poftible) firohgbr Proof ſtill. Such as, 1 
hope, will totally rout Unbellef, and drive all her 
Wann 
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bm. xvi, 26, 
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G.OD has not only invited Us, entreated Ug, 
and commanded Us, to live under the ſweet Per- 
ſuaſion, that his SON is our SAVIOUR; but 
he has given Us the grandeſt Ratification of this 
precious Truth.— He has paſled his Word; He has 
made Us a firm Promiſe; nay, He has given Us 
many and various Promiſes, of this ineſtimable Bleſſ- 
ing. And GOD is not a Man, that He ſhould lie; 
or the Son of Man that he ſhould repent. Hath He 
ſaid, and ſhall He not do it? Or hath He ſpoken, and 
Hall He not make it good * ? Heaven and Earth may 
drop into nothing, ſooner than one Promiſe, or in- 
deed one Jot or Tittle of his Promiſe, ſhould fall 
to the Ground, 

Beſides this, He has given Us, if I may fo ſpeak, 
a Note under his own Hand. He has recorded his 
Promiſes in the Bible, and written them with an 


. everlaſting Pen. So that they will ſtand conſpicu- 


ous and indelible, like a Bill drawn upon Heaven, 
and a Baſis laid for Faith, ſo long as the Sun and 
Moon endure. | ; 
Nay, he has confirmed all, by the moſt ſolemn 
Sanction imaginable; by his Oath; by his own 
Oath; by the Oath of a 60 D. Though his 
Word is ſure, and his Promiſe immutable, He adds 
(aſtoniſhing Condeſcenſion ! adorable Benignity !) 
He adds His OATH to all, —He not only ſpeaks, 
but ſwears ; ſwears by Himſelf ; ſwears by his own 
eternal Exiſtence; that his Promiſes belong —- tg 
whom? Mark this Particular with the moſt exact 
Attention. To whom do the Promiſes belong, 
which are ratified in this inviolable Manner? — To 
Ee4 the 


Numb. xxiii. 19. 
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the Holy, the Upright, the Accompliſhed ?— 
This is what Reaſon might imagine; bur this is 
not what Revelation affirms. To thoſe poor Sin- 
ners they belong, who, all obnoxious and undone, 
like Murtheters before the Officer of Juſtice, hav- 
ing nothing to plead, fly for Refuge. Fly to the 
Aſylum, the Sanctuary, the Hope ſet before them * 
in, the Blood, the Righteouſneſs, the ineffable 
Merits of CHRIST. 


Der. May I then believe; firmly believe; aſ- 
| ſuredly believe; that 7E SUS the Mediator, and 


all the Promiſes of the Goſpel, all the Benefits of 
his Mediation, are mine? Pardon me, Appaſſo, for 
rejterating the Queſtion. I am really, with reſpect 
to, the Obedience 'of Faith, too much like that 
Saxon Monarch, who, for his Remiſſneſs and In- 
activiey, was ſurnamed The Unready +. 
Ap. I do more than pardon my Theron. I feel 
for Him, and I ſympathiſe with Him. Not be- 
cauſe He has not ſufficient Evidence from the Word 
of GOD, for the appropriating Perſuaſion, ſo ne- 
ceſſary to bis Happineſs; but becauſe I alſo have 
experienced that perverſe Tendency in my Heart, 
to miſtruſt the infallible Word of my G OD, as 
| though 


Hieb. vi. 19, 18. The Promiſes are confirmed, in 
this wonderful Manner, not to thoſe only who have fled, 
dut to thoſe alſo who fy. Intimating, that in the very firſt 
Act of flying to CHRIST, guilty Creatures have a 
Right to look upon all the Promiſes as their own. Every 
one mude as ſare to them, as the Oath of a GOD can 
make. it. The Original is, not « »alerevſeyri;, but 0. 
x&@Puſavlrs ; and ſhould be tranſlated „ not who have fled, 
+ ETHELRED. 
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though He was leſs to be depended on than fallible 


Man. 
But let Us reflect a Moment — Suppoſe any 
Neighbour of Subſtance and Credit, ſhould bind 


himſelf by a, deliberate Promiſe, to do you ſome 


particular Piece of Serviee—if he ſhould add to his 


Promiſe. a Note under his own Hand—if he ſhould 
corroborate both by ſome authentic Pledge—if he 
ſhould eſtabliſh all by a moſt awful and ſolemn 


Oath—Could You ſuſpect the Sincerity of his En- 
gagement, or harbour any Doubt with regard to 


its Execution? This would be moſt unreaſonable 
in any One; and to your generous Temper, I am 
very certain, it would be impoſſible. — Let us re 


member, that GOD has given us all this Cauſe - 


for an Aſſurance of Faith, and more. Nay; I 
will defy the moſt timorous and ſuſpicious Tem- 
per, to demand from the mo/? treacherous Perſon on 
Earth, a greater, ſtronger, fuller Security, than 
the GOD of infinite Fidelity has granted to you 
and me.—After all this, one would think, Diffi- 
dence itſelf could no longer heſitate, nor the moſt 
jealous Incredulity demur. Can we with-hold that 
Affiance from the unchangeable CREATOR, 
which we could not but repoſe on a variable Crea- 


ture? 


Ther. You rouze and animate me, Aſpafio. O! 
that I may, with the divine Aſſiſtance, ſhake off 


this Stupor of Unbelief! Certainly, it can never be 
honourable to GOD, nor plealing to CHRIST, 

nor profitable to Ourſelves. | 
Aſp, If it be, then cheriſh it; maintain it; and 
never relinquiſh it. But how can it be honourable 
to 
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to God? It depreciates his Goodneſs; it is a 
Reproach to his Veracity; nay, the Apoſtle ſeru- 
ples not to affirm, that it makes him a Liar x. 
Whereas, by believing his Teſtimony, we glorify 
his Faithfulneſs: glorify his Beneficence; and, as 
John the Baptift ſpeaks, ſet to our Seal, that GOD 
is true +,—I have been informed, that, when the 
late Elector of Hanover was declared, by the Par- 
lament of Great- Britain, Succeſſor to the vacant 
Throne; ſeveral Perſons of Diſtinction waited 
upon his Highneſs, in order to make timely Ap- 
plication for the moſt valuable Preferments. Se- 
veral Requeſts of this Nature were granted, and 
each was confirmed by a kind of promiflory Note. 


One Gentleman, particularly, ſolicited for the 


Maflerſhip of the Rolls, Being indulged in his 
Defire, he was offered the ſame Confirmation, 
which had been vouchſafed to other ſucceſsful Pe. 
titioners. Upon which, he ſeemed to be under a 

Pang 


* 1 Jobn v. 10. He that believeth nat GOD, hath 
made Him a Lyar. How, or wherein? Becauſe He be- 
lieveth not the Record, that GOD hath bore concerning 
his SON. What is this Record, whoſe Diſbelief brings 
ſuch Guilt upon Us, and puts ſuch an Affront upon 
GOD? It is this; That GOD hath given to Us eternal 
Life, in and with his SON, Not that He hath given 
the invaluable Bleſſing to ſome Perſons, diſtinguiſhed 
and peculiarly happy. Not that He hath given it to all 
the Saints and all the Elet. This even Men of repro- 
bate Minds believe. Yet do they not hereby ſet to their 
Seal, That GOD is true. Therefore the proper Be- 
lief is, That GOD hath given eternal Life to loſt 
Mankind, and To us in particular. So given it, that 
We, as well as 'They, are warranted and welcome to 


take Poſſefiion of it by Faith. 


+ John iii. 33. 


interr 
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Pang of graceful Confuſion and Surpriſe ; begged, 
that he might not put the royal Donor to ſuch un- 
neceſſary” Trouble; at the ſame Time proteſting, 
that he looked upon his Highneſs's Word, as the 
very beſt Ratification of his Suit. With this Con- 
duct, and this Compliment, the Elector was not a 
little pleaſed. 4 This is the Gentleman, he faid, 
„ho does me real Honour; treats me lite a King; 
and whoever is diſappointed, He ſhall certainly 


ebe gratified.” So, the Patriarch, who faggered 


not through Unbelief, gave, and in the moſt ſignal, 
the moſt acceptable Manner, Glory ta GOD ®. 


Reſpecting Him as a Being, of boundleſs Benigni- 


ty, and eternal Veracity. 


Is it pleaſing to CHRIST ?—Quite the reverſe. 


Tt diſhonours his Merit; it. detraQts from the Dig- 
nity of his Righteouſneſs ; it would enervate the 
Power of his Interceſſion. Accordingly you may 
obſerve, there is nothing which our LORD fo 
frequently reproved in his Followers, as this Spirit 
of Unbelief. What ſays He to his Diſciples, when 
He came down from the Mount of Transfigura- 
tion? O faithleſs and perverſe + Generation! They 
were perverſe, becauſe faithleſs.— What ſays He 
to the Travelers, whom He overtook in their 


Journey to Emmaus? O Fools, and low of Heart 
to 


* Rom. iv. 20. 


+ Aurpappuern, Matt. xvii. 17. Which Expreſſion in- 
timates, that a hobeving State of Mind, is like ſome 
well arranged and beautiful Syſtem of Limbs. Whereas, 
Uabelief d:fecates the Parts, and diſforts the harmonious 
Frame; Unbelief deſtroys its comely Proportions, and 
interrupts its regular Operations, 
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to believe They were Fools, | becauſe flow: to 
believe. What ſays He to the Apoſtles, after his 
Reſurrection? 7 E SUS- upbraided them with" their 
Unbelicf +. He took no notice of their cowardly 
and perfidious Behaviour; He inveighed againſt 
none of their other Follies and Infirmities ; but He 
upbraided them with their Unbelicf. Not gently 
rel ute. No; this was a Fault, ſo unreaſonable 
in itſelf, ſo reproachful to their MASTER, fo 
pernicious to themſelves, that He ſeverely repri- 
manded tnem for it; with an Air of Vehemence, 
and with a Mixture of InveCtive.. , 

Is it profitable to Ourſelves - Nothing leſs. , It 
damps our Love, and diminiſhes our Comfort. It 
ſubjects Us to that Fear, which, hath Torment ; 
and diſqualifies Us for that Obedience, which is 
filial. In a word; this diſtruſtful and unbelieving 

. Temper 


* Aral, Luke xxiv. 25. Not thoughtleſs, but finpid 
Creatures; void of Underſtanding ; as we ſay in £ng- 
liſh, without common Senſe; or, as Horace would have ſaid 
in Latin, 1 
O tribus Anticyris Caput inſanabile ! 

+ Mark xvi. 14. The Word is not iH, as in Luke 
xvii. 3. not Aye, as in Tit. i. 13. but n Which 
fignifies, not barely a Rebake, but a Rebuke accompa- 
nied wich Leen and finging Reflections; ſuch as may 
cover the Face with Bluthes, and wound the Heart wit 
Anguiſh.—lt is uſed, by the Evangelift Late, and by 
the Apoſtle Peter, to deſcribe thoſe Calumnies, In- 
vectives, and Reproaches, with which the Perſecutors 
of Chriſtianity endeavoured to gall and aid the Chriſ- 
tians. Lake vi. 22. 1Pet.. iv. 14.— Though our LORD 
JESU was molt amiably tender and gentle: yet, 
when Severity was neceſſary and wholeſome, He knew 
how to be ſevere. Our all-wiſe PHYSTCLIAN could 
apply the Cauſtic, as well as adminiſter the Cordial. See 
a moſt pregnant Exemplification of this Remark, Matt. 
Xii. 19, 20. compared with Verſ. 34, Oc. 
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Temper weakens every Principle of Piety, and im- 
poveriſhes the whole Soul. Whence come ſpiri- 
tual InaQtivity and Remiſſneſs? Whence proceed 
Stetility and Uafruitfulneſs in the Knowledge of 
CHRIST? Si. Peter aſcribes them all to an ha- 
bitual Unbelief. Such Perſons, he ſays, have for- 
gotten that they were purged from their former Sins *, 
A Forgetſulneſs of this grand Benefit is, to every 
Kind of practical Godlineſs, like a Lethargy to the 
Powers of the Body +, or like a Blaſt to the F ruits 
of the Free 1. | 


Let Us then, my 45 F riend, caft away this Sin, 
which /o eaſily beſets Us both. Ie clogs our Feet; it 
hampers all our Powers; and hinders Us from un- 
ning with Alacrity and Speed, The Race that is ſet 
before Un. - What ſays David? 'G OD hath ſpoken 
in his Holineſs ; hath made an expreſs and inviola- 
ble Promiſe, that I ſhall. be Ruler of his People 
Ißrael, I will rejoice therefore; away with every 
alarming Apprehenſion. Notwithſtanding all Op- 
poſition, I will exult in Hope. Nay more; I will 
divide Shechem, and mete out the Valley of Succoth ; 
I will look upon the whole Land as my own. I 
will divide it, and diſpoſe of it, juſt as if it was 
already in my Poſlefiion—Why ſhould not you and 
I alſo ſay? GOD bath ſpoken in his Holineſs; hath 
expreſsly and ſolemnly declared, The Promiſe of an 


all 


* 2 Pet. i. 8, 9. + Ag 
t Axaeme;. The Greet, agyng, which We 3 * bar- 
ren, ſignifies ſupine, negligent, flothful. This varies the 
Idea, and points out the immediate Cauſe of the Evil, 
which is expreſſed in the following Word axzervc. Sheth- 
Fulnefs occaſions Unfruitfulne/s, and both are produced 


by Unbelitf. 
I Pal. Ix. 6, 
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all-ſufficient SAVIOUR is to You. Ve will re- 
aice therefore; confiding in this moſt faithful Word, 
We will bid adieu to all diſquieting Fears, and 
make our Boaſt of this glorious REDEEMER, 
Ves; notwithſtanding ' all our Unworthineſs, 
CHRIST and his Atonement, CHRIST and his 
Righteouſneſs, are ours. GOD hath paſſed his 
Word; and his Word ſhall ſtand for ever. Amidſt 
all the Fluctuations of our Temper, and all the 
Surges of Temptation, this is our Anchor. Its 


Hold is firm, and its Ground immoveable “. 


Ther. I have heard ſome People diſtinguiſh, be- 


. tween the Faith of Reliance, and the Faith of 4/{- 


ſurance; between the reflex and the direct Act of 
Faith. Methinks, I approve theſe Sentiments, 
though I diſlike the Terms. The Sentiments are 
happily adapted, to the Relief of human Infirmity ; 
though the Terms are rather too abſtruſe, for or- 


dinary Capacities to underſtand. 


Aſp. I cannot ſay, that I am very fond, either of 
the one, or of the other. In my Opinion, they 
both partake too much of the Subtilty of the 
Schools; and are more likely to create Perplexity, 
than to adminiſter godly Edifying. For which 
Reaſon, I ſhould chooſe to drop the difficult Phraſes, 

and 


* This very important Doctrine is more copioully diſ- 
played, in a Sermon of Mr. Erftine's on the Aſſurance of 
£aith, Vol. III. p. 201.—Werel to read, in order to re- 
fine my Taſte, or improve my Style; I would prefer 
Biſhop Atterbury's Sermons, Dr. Bates's Works, or Mr. 
Seed's Diſcourſes. But were I to read, with a ſingle View 
to the Edification of my Heart, in true Faith, ſolid Com- 
fort, and evangelical Holineſs; I would have recourſe. 
to Mr. Erſeine, and take his Volumes for my Guide, my 
Companion, and my own familiar Friend. 
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and not to dwell on the nice Diſtinctions. Vet, if 
We muſt not diſmiſs them, without ſome Notice, 
I would juſt remark— 

That the Faith of Reliance, in its true rden 
Senſe, includes or preſuppoſes a Degree of Aſſur- 
ance.— Includes; for what is Reliance, but a Re- 
poſe of the Mind, which is attended with Tranqui- 
lity, and excludes Perturbation? How can this 
take place, if there be no Sort of Conviction, That 
the LORD is my Light and my Salvation Pre 
ſuppeſes; for, who would rely on a Satisfaction 

made, without being perſuaded, that the Satisfaction 


is for Him and his Iniquities? Reliance, ſeparated 
from this Perſuaſion, ſeems to be neither comfortable, 


nor reaſonable, | 

As to thoſe, who inſiſt upon what they call the 
reflex AQt 'of Faith ; ſure, they miſtake the Nature 
of the Thing. This, if I underſtand them right, 
is their Way of arguing; J am a new Creature; 
« I love the LORD JESUS in Sincerity; 1 
« have the Fruits of the SPIRIT. From 
« whence it is plain, that CHRIST and his 
« Salvation, are mine.” Now, in all this Proce- 
dure, I cannot diſcern the leaſt Foot-ſtep of Faith; 
no not the leaſt Trace of receiving a Teſtimony, 
or relying upon a SAVIOUR. Here is no- 
thing more than a logical Deduction of one Pro- 
polition from another; a Concluſion drawn from 
given Premiſes. Grant the latter, and any Perſon, 
without any Aid from the SPIRIT, will infer 
the former. It may, therefore, more properly be 
reckoned an Act of reaſoning, than of Believing ; 
it is founded on what We Ourſelves feel, not upon 
the Record of a faithful GOD; and it is ſtyled; 
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than of Faith. | ; 
* in Conformity to the afore- mentioned 


Opini We are adviſed to prove our Title to 
— by genuine Marks of Converſion; and 
taught, on this Column to fix the Capital of Aſ- 
ſurance; I would rather propoſe a Queſtion, than 
advance Objections.— Is not this ſomewhat like 
placing the Dome of à Cathedral, upon the Stalk 
Ws 815 
N ho, ſay They; it was the Practice of the 
Apoſtle Himſelf; and He has left it upon Record, 
as à Pattern for all Poſterity to copy. We kriow 
that We are paſſed from Death unto Life, becauſe We 


rethren. | 
_ be Theron, the Proceſs of the Apoſ- 
tle's Reaſoning. It is like the Form of an inverted 
Cone; where You have firſt the 'Pojnt, and from 
thence proceed to the Baſe. So the ſacred Writer 
begins with the leſs, and aſcends to the greater 
Proof. He ſays, in one of the following Verſes ; 


aid 


" bn iii. 16. The Word GOD is not in the Ori- 
HT 1 was omitted by the Apoſtle, Juſt as the parti- 
cular Name is omitted by Mary, when She ſpeaks to the 
Gardener ; Sir, if thou haſt borne Him hence—And by the 

Ge addreſſes the ſacred Object of her 


Affection; Let Him lit me with the Kiſſes of "is Mouth : 


"John xx. 15. Cantic. 1. 1.—In all which Places, there 


e, a very emphatical Language, even in 
1 It declares, how deeply the Heart was 
netrated, how totally the Thoughts were poſſeſſed, by 


the beloved and illuſtrious Subject. It expreſſes alſo the 


ſuperlative Dignity and Amiableneſs of the Perſon 


meant: as though He, and He alone, either was, bene 
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laid down his Life, not merely for Sinners, but fer Us 
in particular, Here, You ſee, is Aſſurance by the 
direct Act of Faith. From this Truth believed, from 
this Bleſſing received, the Love of the Brethren takes 
its Riſe. * Which may very juſtly be admitted as an 


Evidence, that our Faith is real, and our Aſſurance 


no Deluſion, As yonder Leaves may ſerve to diſtin- 
guiſh the particular Species, and aſcertain the heal- 
thy State, of the Trees on which they grow. 


When your Tenants bring in their Rent, this 


affords no contemptible Evidence, that the Lands, 
which they reſpectively occupy, are yours. But 
this is a Proof which does not occur, either every 


Day or every Week; it is occaſional only, and of 


the ſubordinate Kind.— The grand Demonſtration, 
that which is always at hand, and always forcible, is, 
your Poſſeſſion of the Deeds of Conveyance. Thus, 
the Promiſe of GOD in his divine Word is our 
Charter, or the authentic Conveyance of our Right 
to Pardon and Salvation. Make juſt the ſame Dif- 
ference between this Promiſe and your own Holi- 
neſs, as You make between the Writings of your 
Eſtate and the Receival of the Revenues, You will 
then judge aright, becauſe your Judgment will 
coincide with the Apoſtle's. 


Beſides; this Method of ſeeking Peace and Ac. 


ſurance, I fear, will perplex the Simple-minded ; 
and cheriſh, rather than ſuppreſs, the Fluctuations 
of Doubt. For, let the Marks be what You pleaſe, 
a Love of the Brethren, or a Love of all Righte- 

Vol. III. „ | ouſneſs, 


ſerved to be, known and admired by AI. For which 
Reaſon, to mention his Name, or diſplay his Excellen- 
cies, ſeemed as needleſs, as to ſhew Light to the opened 


Eye, 


23 i. 


od 3 - mY * 
— — WORE. — —— oor” co 
| — — ee Ee ETD 
— - _— * 
1 = 


, ” 
_ — 2 . — —᷑ —„H— —— 2 — 
P ˙ ˙.—ꝗ — — ͤ˙——— IS a, SK CT DST RC CR ———_ ICIS 
Y 7 - — — 
TER \ = H 1 * - & 9 


n 


þ "+ x 


_ - - 
n_— - 


3s wb D-- 
— 


— - " F 
— — — 


= - LY 
b YA \ 
_ _ ſy N 1 0 


— — — — 
— 
— —— OI —— — — 


7 . —— TT 
2 © 
— — 


=. 
= 
.- 
\ 
7 
J 
: 
* 
aj 
"7 


450 DBIALOGWUWE XVI 


ouſneſs, a Change of Heart or an Alteration of 
Life; theſe good Qualifications are ſometimes like 
the Stars at Noon-Day, not eaſily, if at all, diſ- 
cernable; or elſe they are like a Glow-worm in 
the Night, glimmering, rather than ſhining. Con- 
ſequently will yield, at the beſt, but a feeble, at 
the worſt, a very precarious Evidence.—If, in 
ſuch a manner, We ſhould acquire ſome little Aſ- 


ſurance, how ſoon may it be unſettled by the In- 


curſions of daily Temptation, or deſtroyed by the 
Inſurrection of remaining Sin! At ſuch a Junc- 
ture, how will it keep its Standing! How retain 
its Being ! It will fare like a tottering Wall, be- 


fore the Tempeſt; or be as the Ruſb without Mire, 


and the Flag without Water“. 
- Inſtead therefore of poring on our own Hearts, 
to diſcover, by inherent Qualities, our Intereſt in 
CHRIST, I ſhould rather renew my Application 
to the free and faithful Promiſe of the LORD; 
aſſert and maintain my Title on this «nalterable 
Ground.—< Pardon is mine, I would ſay, Grace 
« is mine, CHRIST and all his ſpiritual Bleſſ- 
« ings are mine. Why? becauſe I am conſcious 
« of ſanctifying Operations in my en Breaſt ? 
« Rather becauſe GOD hath ſpoken in his Holineſs ; 
« becauſe all theſe precious Privileges are con- 
e ſigned over to me in the everlaſting Goſpel, with 
ce a Clearneſs unqueſtionable as the Truth, with a 
Certainty inviolable as the Oath of GOD.” 
Caft your Eye into yonder Meadow. Take no- 
tice of that induſtrious Fiſherman; how intent He 
is upon the Purſuit of his Buſineſs! He has juſt 
thrown his Net, and taken a conſiderable Booty. 
You 


* Job viii. 11. 
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You do not ſee Him ſpending his Time in idle 
Triumphs, on account of his Succeſs. | He does 


not ſtand to meaſure the Dimenſions of the Fiſh, or 


eompute the Value of his Prize. But having 
without Delay, ſecured the Captives; He prepares 


for another Caſt, and hopes for another Draught. 

So let Us, inſtead of exulting in any paſt Acqui- 
fitions, ſeek afreſh to the inexhauſtible Fulneſs of 
GOD our SAVIOUR. If we have been bleſſ- 
ed with any Taſte of his Goodneſs, or any Tokens 
of his Love, let Us not_ too fondly dote upon the 
Sweetneſs of ſuch Experiences. Let Us not make 
them the Foundation of our Confidence, but only 


ſo many Encouragements to perſevere and advance 
believing. That, having Life and having Peace 


from our. Divine HEAD, we may have them 
more abundantly . Then will be fulfilled the Say- 
ing which is written; The Juſt, the Righteous in 
JESUS CHRIS Tall live, ſhall not only be 
delivered from Condemnation and Death, but ſhall 
thrive in Comfort, and flouriſh in Godlineſs— 
How? By reflecting on their Sanctification, or 
viewing their own Attainments? No; but bg the 
infinitely more- encouraging Views of their Com- 
pleteneſs in CHRIST, and by a freſh, a repeated, 
a never-ceaſing Exerciſe of * Faith Hs on that 
HOLY ONE of GOD. 

This the Apoſtle has teſtified, and this the Pro- 
phet confirms. Thou ſhalt 2 in perfect Peace, 
whoſe Mind is flaid in a fixed Dependance on Thee 1. 

And 


0 John x. 10. + Rom. 1. 17. 
t Lai. xxvi. 3. pod. Not hovering in Suſpenſe ; 
doubtful, whether it ſhall confide, or ao; but deter- 
F f 2 mince 


4523; . 
And why? Becauſe, ſuch a Perſon, examining his 
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Conduct, diſcovers the Evidences of a living Faith ? 
This Anſwer many ſerious People would make. 
But the inſpired Writer has made another; which I 
cannot but prefer, and in which I fully acquieſce. 
Thou ſhalt keep Him in perfect Peace, BECAUSE He 
truſteth ſteadily, habitually, inceſſantly, traſteth in 
Thee. Whatever Variations may happen, within 
Him or around Him, in the Frame of his Heart, or 
the Circumſtances of his Life, as to this grand Point, 


He is fixed and invariable. He truſteth, ſtill truſteth 


in-THEE—in Thee, O thou adorable JEHOVAH; 


that all thy infinite Perfections are his Shield, ind 


his. exceeding great Reward—in Thee, O Thou 
exalted FESUS; that all thy inconceivable 
Merits are his juſtifying Righteouſneſs, and the 
Strength of his Salvation—in Thee, O thou eternal 
SPIRIT; 
nor forſake Him; but ſanctify Him throughout, 
and fupport Him to the End. 

This is the Expedient, the effectual and happy 
Expedient, to feed that Lamp of Godlineſs, and 
to quicken that Flame of Zeal; 
cheared Us in our earthly Pilgrimage, and animated 
Us in our Chriſtian Warfare, will be brightened 
into a Crown of immortal Glory in the Heavens, 

Here the diſappointed Viſitants went in; and, 

after a ſlight Refreſtiment, took Coach. —As they 

were returning Home, Theron obſerved, not with- 
out Concern, the changed and melancholy Aſpect 
of Things, in the Territories of the Huſbandman. 
The 


mined and efabliſbed. e upon the Place, very 
juſtly obſerves; Veræ Fidei eff Charader, efſe firman, 
/alidam, bene /uffultam, quæ excludit dubitationem. 


that Thou wilt never leave Him, 


which, having 
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The Fields of Corn, which a little while ago, were 
gracefully ere, or ſoftly inclining to the Breeze, 
lay ſunk and flatted under the impetuous Rains. 
Such, added Apaſio, ſuch I apprehend will be our 


Faith, if it is wholly ſeparated from Aſſurance, or 


if its Aſſurance is erected on any Endowments of 
our own. 2 

Ther. If this is the Caſe, what can be the Rea- 
ſon, why ſo many People are totally deſtitute of all 
religious Aſſurance? Have no Notion of it, much 
leſs aſpire aſter it? Nay; would be much ſurprized, 
perhaps highly diſguſted, at the very Mention of 
ſuch a Doctrine. 


Aſp. If People never hits after the Aſſurance of 
F aith, or an appropriating Intereſt in CHRIST, 


I very much queſtion, whether they are truly A= 
wakened, or really in earneſt. They are like the 
Men of Ephraim, whom the Prophet ftiles a Cate 
not turned ; neither Bread, nor yet Dough ; nei- 
ther abſolute Reprobates, nor real Saints. Or, as 
our LORD explains the Proverb, in his Charge 
againſt the Church of Laodicea, They are neither 
hot nor cold F. Not frozen in Inſenſibility, tis 
true; at the ſame Time, not fervent in Spirit; 
but indifferent and lukewarm in the Concerns of 
Religion, | 

Among the Reaſons, why ſo few Perſons attain 
this eminent Bleſſing, We may reckon the follow- 
ing.— They underſtand not the perſect Freenzſs of 
Grace, nor the immenſely rich Merits of CHRIST, 
They never conſider the unſpeakable Value of an 
aſſured Faith; neither are they aware, that it is 


for the Enjoyment of Sinners. Yes, of Sinners, 


even before they have one Mark of Reformation to 
* Hol. vii. 8. + Rev. iii. 15. 
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ſhew, or the leaſt Evidence of any Goodneſs in and! 
| | | Themſelves *. Either they ſeek it not at all; or conte. 
| | elſe they ſeek it, where it is not to be found; from Wher 
4 ] fome Works of Righteouſneſs in themſelves, rather and th 
144 than from the gracious Promiſe of GOD in his great 
4 ö Word. Which is altogether as ill judged, and as tory « 
FI] ſure to iſſue in Diſappointment, as if a Perſon « All 
7 | ſhould go in queſt of Ice amidſt the torrid Zone, * that 
1 | or expect to find _ Iſlands under the northern « Nai 
117 1 —Wh 
| 1 | But whether People * it or no, the Value tion, 
| | Jl of an aſſured Faith is indeed unſpeakable, When deur « 
| | | this is wrought in the Heart, Peace will ſtand firm, what 
WAH and Afflictions drop their Sting. Prayer will re- if, as 
| turn laden with Treaſures, and Death will ap- make 
1831 proach. ſtripped of its Terrors. The Soul will be & brot 
q; [ as a watered Garden, and all her Graces bloſſom as a « 80 
| 4 | Roſe. —When this is wrought in the Heart, the * out. 
| 1" _ Goſpel of CHRIST, will appear with new O! 
| 0 Charms, and operate with new Energy. Its Hymns bleſſed 
. | will no longer be a ſtrange Language to your Ear, grow 
nor its Privileges as forbidden Fruit to your Palate, woted, 
| You will then, as You peruſe each ſacred Page, We I: 
| feel it to be the Power of GOD, and taſte that the built E 
14 LORD i gracious 1. You will reap a Benefit, The 
| | and enjoy a Delight, as much ſuperior to thoſe of that e 
at | the doubting Reader ; as the Pleaſure of eating this perſede 
1 delicious Peach, is ſuperior to the mere Defrip- it ope! 
$1] tion of its agreeable Reliſh, inform 
T1 | „Bear with me a Moment longer, Theron. For accoun 
You can * imagine, what an Improvement 
and 
Ages MARSHALL. Go/p. My. Direct. vii. and + Ro 
x. Where this Truth, little known, but very comforta- are the 
ble, is fully proved. Similit 


+ 1 Pet. iii. 3. i. 1 8. 
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and Exaltation this will give, to every Truth You 
contemplate, and every Object You behold. 
When You contemplate the Riſe of Kingdoms, 
and the Fall of Empires; when You recolle& the 

t and aſtoniſhing Events, recorded in the Hiſ- 
tory of Nations; how highly delightful, to ſay ! 
« All theſe paſſed under the Superintendency of 
&« that Hand, which was pierced with the bloody 
« Nail, and faſtened to the curſed Croſs for Me.” 
— When You. behold the Magnificence of Crea- 
tion, and the Richneſs of its Furniture; the Gran- 
deur of Nature, and the Variety of her Works; 
what a heightened Pleaſure muſt they all impart, 
if, as You view the glorious Scene, your Thoughts 
make Anſwer to your Eyes! All theſe were 
6 brought into Exiſtence by that adorable PER. 
« SON, who ſuſtained my Guilt, and wrought 
« out my juſtifying Righteouſneſs.” 

O! that We may receive, by Faith, this moſt 
bleſſed REDEEMER! O! that our Faith may 
grow inceſſantly, grow exceedingly * Till it be 
woted, like thoſe full-grown Oaks, under which 
We lately walked! and grounded +, like that well- 
built Edifice, which is ftill in our View! 

Ther. Moſt heartily I join in this Wiſh. O! 
that every ObjeQion, for the future, may be ſu- 
perſeded, as ſoon as ſtarted ; and filenced, or ever 
it open its Mouth ! I muſt beg of my Friend to 
inform me, how I may get the better of that un- 
accountable Miſtruſt and Diffidence, which I feel 

Ff4 i 
® 2 Theſſ. i. 3. | 


+ Rooted and grounded, wp Cup xa DDL EH. Theſe 
are the Apoſtle's beautiful Ideas, or rather expreſſive 
Similitudes, each comprehended in a fingle Word. Eph, 
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in my Heart; and which have made me ſo eaſily 
ſuſceptible of abe eben Impreſſions. 

Aſp. You have entirely cured me, Theron, of 
making Apologies, Would to GOD, I might 
be as ſucceſsfully inſtrumental, in delivering my 
Friend from his Doubts! That the Goſpel might 


come to Us both, as it came to the Theſſalonian 


Converts, not in Mord only, but in Power, and in the 
HOLY GHOST, and in much Aſſurance * . | 

Prayer is one Expedient. Every good Gift is 
from above, and cometh down from the FA. 
THER of Lights. CHRIST is not only the 
Obje& but the Author and Finiſher of our Faith. 
LORD, increaſe our Faith, was the Requeſt of the 
Diſciples, and ſhould be the prevailing Language 
ol our Heats. 

Faith cometh by hearing 4, by meditating on, by 
praying over, this Word of Life, and Word of 
Grace. Lay up therefore many ſelect Portions of 
Scripture, many of the divine ' Promiſes in your 

Memory. Stock that noble Cabinet with this in- 

valuable Treaſure.— And never, never forget the 
Freeneſe, with which the Promiſe is made, and its 
good Things are beſtowed. You are to receive 
the one, and apply the other, not with a full, but 
with an empty Hand; not as a righteous Perſon, 
but as an unworthy Creature: 

Make the Trial. Exerciſe Yourſelf in this great 
Secret of true Godlineſs. I am ſatisfied, it will be 
productive of the moſt beneficial Effects. Look 
unto FESUS as dying in your Stead, and pur- 

chaſing 
® 1 Theſſ. i. 5. 


+ Rom. x. 17. On which Account the Scriptares are 
Ailed, * Works of Faith, 1 Tim. iv. 6, 
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chaſing both Grace and Glory for your Enjoyment. 
Come unto GOD, as a poor Sinner, yet with a 
confident Dependence ; expecting all ſpiritual Bleſſ- 
ings, through HIM that loved You, and gave 
Himſelf for You.—He that believeth, with this ap- 
propriating Faith, hall not be confounded *, nor fruſ- 
trated in his Expectations. Hie that believeth, with 
this appropriating Faith, hall have the Witneſs in 
himſelf +. Nothing will bring in ſuch Light and 
Peace, ſuch Holineſs and Happineſs to bis Soul.— 
The Epheſians, thus believing, were ſealed with that 
Holy SPIRIT of Promiſe f. The diſperſed of 
Ifrael, thus believing, rejoiced with Foy unſpeakable |. 
Thoſe were marked out as rightful Heirs, Theſe 
were bleſſed, bleſſed with ſome delightful Foretaſtes, 
and both were prepared for the complete Fruition, 
of Life and Immortality, O! that We may be 
Followers of their Example, and Sharers of their 
Felicity ! | 
As for thoſe Doubts, which have given You fo 
much Perplexity, and coſt Us ſo long a Diſquiſi- 
tion, look upon them as ſome of your greateſt Ene- 
mies. Oppoſe them, with all the Reſolution and 
all the Vigour of your Mind.—Nay; look upon 
thoſe unreaſonable Doubts, as ſome of your greate/# 
Sins, Confeſs them, with the deepeſt Shame; and 


pony 


® x Pet. ii. 6, -+ 1 John v. 10. 

1 Eph. KJ 3- Ilirevocrles 10 per ſio dle, not After that Ye 
believed; but Believing Ye were ſealed. In the Way of 
Believing, Ye became Partakers of this ſealing and ſanc- 
tifying SPIRIT. Conformably to the Expoſtulation 
of the Apoſtle on another Occaſion, Received Ye the 
SPIRIT, by the Works of the Law, or by the Hearing 
of Faith ? | 


[] 1 Pet. i. 8. 
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pray againſt them, with the utmoſt Ardour.— With 
equal Afﬀiduity and Zeal, let Us preſs after a ſted- 
faſt, an immoveable, a triumphant Faith.—Faith 
is the Vehicle and the Inſtrument of every Good; 
All Things are poſſible to Him that believeth *,—Faith 


is the immediate and grand End of the whole Goſ- 


pel ; Theſe Things are written that Ye might believe +. 
Let Us therefore covet, earneſtly let Us covet 
this beſt of Gifts, and few all Diligence to the FULL 
ASSURANCE of Faith t, and the rutr AssuR- 
ANCE of Hope |—by the firſt, thankfully receiving 
preſent Pardon—by the laſt, joyfully expecting future 
Clory. 


* Mark ix. 23. 1 John XX. 31. 1 Heb. X. 22. 


Heb. vii. 11. 
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Collation to be prepared, and his Pleaſure- 
"> Boat to hold itſelf in Readineſs, —Breakfaſt 
being diſpatched, and ſome neceſſary Orders, relating 
to the Family, given—Now, ſays He to A/þafo, let 
me fulfil my Promiſe ; or rather let us execute our 
mutual Engagement; and conſign the Remainder of 
this mild and charming Day, to a rural Excurſion. 
We will take our Route along one of the fine/f 
Roads in the World, A Road, incomparably more 
curious and durable, than the famous Cauſeys raiſed 
by thoſe puiſſant Hands, which conquered the Globe. 
A Road, which has ſubſiſted from the Beginning of 
Time ; and, though frequented by innumerable Car- 
riages, laden with the heavieſt Burdens, has never 
been gulled, never wanted Repair, to this very 
Hour. —Upon this, they ſtep into the Chariot, and 
are conveyed to a large navigable River, about three 
Quarters of a Mile diſtant from the Houſe, Here 
. they 


6 H HE next Morning, Theron ordered a cold 
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they launch upon a new Element, attended by two 
or three Servants, expert at handling the Oar, and 
managing the Nets. | 

Is this the Road, replied 4ſpafio, on which m 
Friend beſtows his Panegyric? It is indeed more 
curious in its Structure, and more durable in its 
Subſtance, than the celebrated Roman Cauſeys. 
Though I muſt aſſure you, the latter have a very 


ſhould 

Humilit 
Appreh 
trary to 
Event! 
vation « 
Sen, an 


eps are 


diſtinguiſhed Share of my Efteem. I admire them Conv 
far beyond Trajan's Pillar, or Caracalla's Baths ; far carried 
beyond the idle Pomp of the Pantheon, or the worſe Scenes. 
chan idle Magnificence of the Amphitheatre. They ing Wo 
do the trueſt Honour to the Empire; becauſe, while Here, e 
they were the Glory of Rome, they were a general Plains, 
Good *; and not only a Monument of her Gran- ſubſtanti, 
deur, but a Benefit to Mankind. 19 Creatio! 
More than all theſe Works, I admire that ex- blazing 
cellent and divinely gracious Purpoſe, to which Clouds 
Providence made the Empire itſelf ſubſervient. It times di 
was a kind of Road or Cauſey, for the everlaſting diant O 
Goſpel. It aftorded the Word of Life a free and ther floy 
expeditious Paſſage, to the very Ends of the Earth, with &Þ 
The evangelical Dove mounted the Wings of the the Mo 
Roman Eagle; and flew. with ſurpriſing Rapidity, ture. 1 
through all Nations.—Who would have thought, quiver it 
which a 


that inſatiable Ambition and the moſt bloody Wars, 


: ſhould Soon 
* Theſe Road hrough al! * 
e Roads ran through all 7aly, and ſtretched 
themſelves into the Territories of — They were 2 5 
carried acroſs. the Alps, the Pyrexean Mountains, and * 
through the whole Kingdom of Spain. Some of them, rolled; 
towards the Scuth, reached even to F7hiop;a ; and ſome State—t 
of them, towards the North, extended as far as Scorlaud. and the 


The Remains of ſeveral of them continue in England to 
this Day; though they were made, it is probable, above 
1600 Years ago. 
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ſhould be paving a Way for the PRINCE & 
Humility and Peace? How remote from all haman 
Apprehenſion, was ſuch a Deſign; and how con- 
trary to the natural Reſult of Things, was ſuch an 
Event | Moſt remarkably therefore was that Obſer- 
vation of the Pſalmiſt verified: His Mays are in the 
Sen, and his Paths in the great Waters, and his Foot- 
fleps are not known . 

Converſing on ſuch agreeable Subjects, they are 
carried by the Stream, through no leſs agreeable 
Scenes. They paſs by Hills, cloathed with hang- 
ing Woods; and Woods, arrayed in varying Green. 
Here, excluded from a Sight of the out-ſtretched 
Plains, they are entertained with a Group of un- 


ſubſtantial Images, and the Wonders of a mimic 


Creation. Another Sun ſhines, but ſtript of his 
blazing Beams, in the watery Concave. While 
Clouds fail along the downward Skies, and ſome- 
times diſcloſe, ſometimes draw a Veil over, the ra- 
diant Orb. Trees, with their inverted Tops, ei- 
ther flouriſh in the fair Serene below; or elſe paint, 
with a pleaſing Deluſion, the pellucid Flood. Even 
the Mountains are there, but in a headlong Poſ- 
ture. Notwithſtanding their prodigious Bulk, they 
quiver in-this floating Mirror, like the IR Leaves 
which adorn their Sides, 

Soon as the Boat advances, and diſturbs the placid 
Surface; the Waves, puſhed haſtily to the Bank, 
bear off, in broken Fragments, the /quid Landſcape. 
The ſpreading Circles ſeemed to propheſy, as they 
rolled; and pronounced the Pleaſures of this preſent 
State—the Pomp of Power, the Charm of Beauty, 
and the Echo of Fame—pronounced them tranſient, 


Pal. Ixxvii. 19. 
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as their ſpeedy Paſſage; empty, as their unreal 
Freight. Seemed to propheſy ? It was more. Ima- 


gination heard them utter, as they ran; 


Thus paſs the ſhadowy Scenes of Life away / 
Emerging from this fluid Alley, formed and over- 


hung by Rocks and Trees, they enter the Level of 


an extenſive Meadow. The Eye, lately immured, 
though in pleaſurable Confinement) now expands 
her View, into a Space almoſt boundleſs, and a- 


' midſt Objects little ſhort of innumerable.—Tranſ- 


ported for a while, at the wonderful Variety of 
beauteous Images, poured in ſweet Confuſion all 
around, ſhe hardly knows where to fix, or which 
to purſue, Recovering, at length, from the pleaſ- 
ing Perplexity ; ſhe glances, quick and inſtantane- 
ous, acroſs the intermediate Plain, and marks the 
diſtant Mountains. How Cliffs climb over Cliffs, 
till_the huge Ridges gain upon the Sky. How 
their diminiſhed Summits ſtand dreſſed in Blue, or 
wrapped in Clouds. While all their leafy Struc- 


| tures, and all their fleecy Tenants, are loſt in Air. 


Soon ſhe quits theſe aerial Heights, and ranges 
the ruſſet Heath: here, ſhagged with Brakes, or 
tufted with Ruſhes: there, interſperſed with ſtrag- 
gling Thickets, or ſolitary Trees ; which ſeem, like 
diſaffected Partiſans, to ſhun each other's Shade.— 
A Spire, placed in a remote Valley, peeps over the 
Hills. Senſe, ſurpriſed at the amuſive Appearance, 
is ready to ſuſpect, that the Column riſes, like ſome 
inchanted Edifice, from the rifted Earth. But 
Reaſon looks upon it, as the Earneſt of a hidden 
Vale, and the ſure Indication of an adjacent Town. 
Performing, ia this Reſpect, much the ſame Office 
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to the Eve, as Faith executes with regard to the 
Soul, when it is the Evidence of Things not ſeen . 
Next, they rove in eager and delightful Survey, 
over many a ſpacious Tract. Where the fertile 
Glebe ſpontaneouſly thrives ; or the cultured Field, 
more than anſwers the Huſbandman's Hopes, 
Where Cattle, of every graceful Form, and every 
valuable Quality, crop the tender Herb, or drink 
the cryſtal Rills.— Here, they ſee in Reality, what 
thoſe inimitable Lines had often ſhewed them in 
Deſcription; Thou crowneſt the Year with thy Good- 
neſs, and thy Paths drop Fatneſs. They drop upon the 
" Duwellings of the Wilderneſs and little Hills are girded 
with Joy. The Paſtures are cloathed with Flocks ; the 


fmg f. | | 

Anon, they contemplate, with increaſing Satiſ- 
faction, Cities of Opulence and Splendour. Which 
ſpread the ſacred Dome, and lift the ſocial Roof. 
Where the Senate-Houſe and Exchange detain the 
Sight, with their majeſtic Dimenſions ; and awaken 
in the Mind the more venerable Ideas, of Juſtice 
adminiſtered, and of Commerce abounding. Cities, 
no longer ſurrounded with the ſtern forbidding Ma- 


jeſty, 


7 


* Heb. xi. 1. 

+ P/al. Ixv. 11, 12, 13. This, I think, is the fineſt 
Deſcription of rural Affluence, and rural Proſperity, that 
Poetry or Language can boaſt, —There is ſomething in our 
{ Tranſlation of the laſt Clauſe, a certain Curioſa Falles, 
7 | which exceeds, if | miſtake not, even the Beauty of the 
e Original. The Vallies alſo ſhall tand fo thick with Corn, 
it that they Gall laugh and ſing. The Idea of /miling or 
= laugbing ſeems, more happily than all other Images, to 
comport with the placid joyous Aſpect of a Country, 


flouriſhing under the ſereneſt Skies, and baſking in the 
de Lap of Plenty. ; | 


— * — 2 — 
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Vallies alſo are covered with Cern; they ſhout, yea, they 
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jeſty, of unpaſſable Intrenchments, and impregna- 
ble Ramparts ;- but incircled with the delicate, the 
inviting Appendages of Gardens and Orchards, 


| Theſe, decked with all the ſoft Graces of Art and 


Elegance; theſe, bluſhing and pregnant with the 
more ſubſtantial Treaſures of fruitful Nature. — 
Wreathes of aſcending Smoke, intermingled with 
Turrets and lofty Pinnacles, ſeem to contend which 
ſhall get farthe/! from the Earth, and nears? to the 
Skies. Happy for the Inhabitants ! if ſuch was the 
habitual Tendency of their Defires *“; if no other 
Contention was known in their Streets. | 

| Villas, 


. This Compariſon, I think, cannot appear valgar to 


thoſe Perſons, who have read, and who reverence, The 


Book of Canticles. There, the Church, aſcending conti- 


nually in devout Affections to her beloved FESUS, 
and to her heavenly Home, is characterized by this very 
Similitude. Who is this that cometh out of the Wilderne/s 
lite Pillars of Smoke ? Cant. iii. 6.— Though it muſt be 
confeſſed, that this Similitude, like many of the illuſtra- 
tions uſed in Scripture, might have a Sort of /ocal Pro- 
priety ; peculiar to the People of that Age, Country, 
and Religion. It might probably refer to thoſe Columns 
of Smoke, which aroſe from the Burnt-offering, or fumed 
from the Altar of Incenſe. If ſo, this Circumſtance muſt 

eaders are not at all aware, and which indeed no mo- 
dern Reader can fully conceive. 


May I take leave to mention another Compariſon of 


this Kind? The Enemies of the LORD ſhall conſume as the 
Fat of Lambs ; yea, even as the Smoke ſhall they conſume 
away. Pal. xxxvii. 20.—4s the Fat of Lambs ; is not, 
to Us, a ſtriking Repreſentation. But to thoſe, who at- 
tended the Altar; who ſaw the unctuous and moſt com- 
baſtible Parts of the Victim, blazing in the ſacred Fire; 
is preſented a wy lively Image. Which became ftill 
more appoſite and ſignificant, if this P/a/m was ſung, 
(as ſome evidently was, 2 Chron. xxix. 27, 28.) 17 

the 


give a Solemnity and Dignity to the Idea, of which many 
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Villas, elegant and magnificent, ſeated in the 
Center of an ample Park, or removed to the Ex- 


beautiful Reſervoir of ſtanding Waters, or the more 
ſalutary Lapſe of a limpid Stream. Villages, clad in 
homely Thatch, and lodged in the Boſom of cluſ- 
tering Trees. Ruſtics, ſinging at their Work; 
Shepherds, tuning their Pipes, as they tend their 
Flocks; Travellers, purſuing each his reſpective 
Way, in eaſy and joyous Security. 

How pleaſing, ſaid Aſpaſio, is our Situation! How 
delightful is the Aſpect of all Things? One would 
almoſt imagine, that nothing could exceed it, and 


thod of increaſing even this copious Delight, and of 
heightening even this exquiſite Pleaſure, Let me de- 
ſire my Friend, anſwered Theron, to explain his Re- 
mark; and not only to explain, but to exemplify.— 
If We view, reſumed Aſpaſio, our own proſperous, 
and compare it with the affiited Condition of 
Others, the Method I propoſe, will be reduced to 
Practice. Such a dark and mournful Contraſt, 
muſt throw additional Brightneſs, even upon the 
brighteſt Scene. 

Vor. III. G g Above, 


the Sacriſice continued burning.— None, I believe, in 
ſuch a Caſe, could forbear either to obſerve or to admire 
the beautiful Gradation : The Enemies of the LORD 
„ ſhall periſh as yonder Fat, which is ſo eaſily ſet on fire; 
„and, when once in a Flame, is ſo ſpeedily conſumed, 
**© Nay, they ſhall be as the Smoke, which is ſtill more 
*« tranſient, Whoſe light unſubſtantial Wreaths, but 
«« juſt make their Appearance to. the Eye; and, in a 
Moment, vaniſh into empty Aur”? 


tremity of a lengthened Lawn; not far from a 


that nothing can increaſe it. Yet there is a Me- 
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Above, the Skies ſmile with Serenity ; below, 
the Fields look gay with Plenty; all around, the 
ſportive Gales 
Fanning their oderiferous Wings, diſpenſe 
Native Perfumes ; and whiſper, whence they flole 
T hoſe balmy Spoils *. 
With Us all Circumſtances, are as eaſy, as the 


Wafture of the Boat; as ſmooth, as the Flow of q 


the Stream.—But let Us not forget thoſe grievous 
Calamities, which befal our Brethren, in ſome re- 
mote Tracts of the Earth, or diſtant Parts of the 
Ocean. How many Sailors are ſtruggling, vainly 
ſtruggling, with all the Fury of rending Winds, 
and daſhing Waves! While their Veſſel, flung to 
and fro by tempeſtuous Billows, is mounted into the 
Clouds, or plunged into the Abyfs. Poflibly, the 
miſerable Crew hear their Knell ſounded, in the 
ſhattered Maſt ; and ſee Deſtruction entering, at the 
burſting Planks. Perhaps, this very Moment, they 
pour the laſt, diſmal, dying Shriek ; and fink, ir- 
recoverably fink, in the all-overwhelming Surge.— 
The Traveller, in Africa's barren Waſtes, (pale, 
even amidft thoſe glowing Regions, pale with pro- 
digious Confternation) ſees ſudden Mountains rife, 
and roll on every Side. He ſees the ſultry Deſart, 
aſcending the Sky, and ſweeping before the Whirl- 
wind, What can he do? Whither fly ? How eſcape 


the approaching Ruin? Alas! while He attempts to 


'rally his Thoughts; attempts to deviſe ſome feeble 
Expedient; He is overtaken by the choking Storm, 


and ſuffocated amidſt the ſandy Inundation. The driv- | 


ing Heaps are, now, his Executioner ; as the drifted 
Heaps will, ſoon, be his Tomb. 


Mirren, Book IV. 
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While Ye: poſſeſs the valuable Privileges, and 
taſte the delicious Sweets of Liberty, how many 
Partakers of our common Nature, are condemned 
to perpetual Exile, or chained to the Oar for Life ! 
How many are immured in the Gloom of Dun- 
geons, or buried in the Caverns of the Mines; 
never to behold the all-enlivening Sun again! 
While Reſpe& waits upon our Perſons, and Repu- 
tation attends our Characters: are there not ſome 
unhappy Creatures, led forth by the Hand of vin- 
aifiive Fuſtice, to be Spectacles of Horror, and Mo- 
numents of Vengeance? Sentenced, for their enor- 
mous Crimes, to be broke Limb by Limb on the 
Wheel, or to be impaled alive on the lingering 
Stake. To theſe, the ſtrangling Cord, or the dead- 
ly Stab, would be a moſt welcome Favour. But 
they muſt feel a thouſand Deaths, in undergoing 
one. And this, too probably, is but the Beginning 
of their Sorrows; will only conſign them over to 
inhnite]y more terrible Torment; 


To waſte eternal Days in woe and Pain *, 


While Eaſe and Pleaſure, in ſweet Conjunction, 
ſmooth our Paths, and ſoften our Couch: how 
many are toſſing on the Fever's fiery Bed, or toiling 
along Affliction's thorny Road! Some, under the 
excruciating, but neceſſary Operations of Surgery: 
their Bodies ripped open, with a dreadful Inciſion, 
to ſearch for the torturing Stone ; or their Limbs 
loped off by the bloody Knife, to prevent the Morti- 
fication's fatal Spread. Some emaciated by pining 
Sickneſs, are deprived of all their animal Vigour 
and transformed into Spectres, even before their 

Gg 2 Diſſolution. 
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in the dark and doleful Ce//s of Lunacy, are gnaſh- 
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Diſſolution v. They are ready to adopt the Com- 
plaint of the Pſalmiſt; I am withered like Graſs ; my 
Bones are burnt up, as it were a Firebrand; 1 go hence 
like the Shadow that departeth. While Health, that 
ſtaple Bleſſing; which gives every other Entertain- 
ment its Flavour and its Beauty; adds the Gloſs 
to all We ſee, and the Poignancy to all We taſte ; 
Health plays at our Hearts; Health dances in our 
Spirits; and mantles in our Cheeks, as the generous 
Champagne lately ſparkled in our Glaſs, 

We are bleſt with a calm Poſſeſſion of Ourſelves ; 
with Tranquility in our Conſciences, and an Habi- 
tual Harmony in our Temper. Whereas many, 
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ing their Teeth or wringing their Hands; rending 
the Air with Vollies of horrid Execrations, or bur- 
dening it with Peals of diſconſolate Sighs. And 
O! what Multitudes, even amidſt Courts and Pa- 
laces, are held in ſplendid Vaſſalage, by their own 
domineering Paſſions, or the Vanities of a bewitch- 
ing World. Far leſs innocently, far more deplor- 
ably diſordered , than the fettered Madman, they 


are 


* A very little Excurſion of Thought will eafily con- 
vince the Reader, that there is no Period of Time, in 
which ſome of theſe Calamities de not befal our Fellow- 
creatures, in one Part of the World or another. 


+ Give me any Plague, ſays an apocryphal Writer, but 
the Plague of the Heart, Ecclus. xxv. 13. Upon which 
judicious and weighty Apophthegm, Ma/ini/a's Speech in 
Mr. T hom/on's Sophoniſba, is a very pertinent and affecting 
Paraphraſe. 


O ſave me from the Tumult of the Soul ! 
From the wild Beaſt within For, circling Sands, 


' When the fwift Whirlwind whelms them oer the Lands; 
| Thi 


The ri 
White 
The 
The 5. 
All D, 
Are ge 


FS 


DIALOGUE xix. 469 


are gnawed by the envenomed Tooth of Envy ; they 
are agitated by the wild Sallies of Ambition; or 
feel the malignant Ulcer of Jealouſy, rankling i in 
their Breaſts, In Some, Avarice, like a ravening 
Harpy, gripes. In Some, Revenge, like an im- 
placable F ury, rages. While Others are goaded 
by lordly and imperious Luſts, through the lothe- 
ſome. Sewers of impure Delight; and left, at laſt, 
in thoſe hated and execrable Dens, where Remorſe 
rears her ſnaky Creſt, and Infamy ſharpens her 
hiſſing Tongue. — — — — — — — 


Why this long Pauſe? replied Theron. Your Ob- 
ſervations are as uſeful, as they are juſt, We ſhould 
all be acquainted, at leaſt in Speculation acquainted, 
with Grief; and ſend our Thoughts, if not our 
Feet, to viſit the Abodes of Sorrow. — That, in 
this School, We may learn a ſympathizing Pity, 
for our diſtreſſed Fellow-creatures ; and ſee, in this 
Glaſs, our inexpreflible Obligations to the diſtin- 
guiſhing Goodneſs of Providence. Which +» has 
crowned our Table with Abundance, and repleniſhed 
our Cup with Delicacies; permitting neither Pe- 
nury to ſtint the Draught, nor Adverſity to mingle 
her Gall.-Go on, I muſt intreat You, with your 
Deſcription of comparative Felicity, We have a prge 
Circuit ſtill to make, before We arrive at our in- 
Gg3 tended 


The roaring Deeps, that to the Clouds ariſe, 

While thwarting thick the mingled Lightning flies . 
The Monſter-brood, to which this Land gives Births) 
The blazing City, and the gaping Earth; : 
All Deaths, all Tortures in one Pang combin d, w 
Are gentle to the Tempeſt of the Mind. be 
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tended Port. And J could wiſh, that your Diſcourſe 
might keep pace with the Current. | 
Since You approve the Subject, anſwered Aſpaſſo, 
J will purſue it a little farther.— We, the Inhabi- 
tants of this favoured Iſle, breathe an Air of the 
moſt agreeable Temperature, and moſt wholeſome 
ualities. But how many Nations languiſh in a 
torrid Clime, vaulted as it were with Fire? They 
iy na amidſt thoſe Furnaces of the Sun, till their 
« Viſage is burnt, and black as a Coal *.“ What 
is far more diſaſtrous, Beds of Sulphur and com- 
buſtible Materials, lie in ſubterraneous Ambuſh, 
ready to ſpring the irreſiſtible Mine. Ere long 
perhaps, on ſome Day of univerſal Feſtivity , or 
in ſome Night of deep Repoſe—to be touched by 
Heaven's avenging Hand.—Then, with what out- 
rageous Violence will they burſt! Rock the Foun- 
dations 


Lam. iv. 8. i 


+ There is a remarkable Paſſage in P/al. lviii. g. which 
ſeems to dencte ſome ſuch anexpected, but ſpeedy and in- 
evitable Doom. The Senſe is darkened, not a little, by 
the Verſion admitted into our Liturgy. I believe, the 
true Tranſlation may be ſeen in the following Talics, and 
the true Meaning learnt from the interæoo ven Paraphraſe. 
—Speedily, or tefore your Pots can perceive the Warmth 
of blazing Thorzs, ſhall HE that ruleth over all, ſweep 
away the Wicked: ub ep him away by a Stroke of righte- 
ous Indignation, as by a fierce and mighty Tempeſt - ſo 
that, even from the Fulneſs of his Sufficiency, and the 
Height of his Proſperity, He ſhall be plunged into utter 
Deſtruction.— The Word n, which is very improperly 
tranſlated, 4 Thing that is raw, ſignifies a State of Pro/- 
gerity or pleaſurable Enjoyment. 1 Sam. xxv. 6,—The 
whole Verſe, in a Gradation of ſtriking Images, gives 
Us a moſt awful Diſplay of divine Vengeance. Venge- 
ance quite ſudden ; utterly irreſiſtible ; and overtaking 
the ſecyre Sinner, amidſt all the Careſſes of, what the 
World calls, Fortune. 
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dations of Nature! Wrench open the ponderous 


Jaws of Earth! And ſwallow up aſtoniſhed Cities, 
in the dark, tremendous, cloſing Chaſm |! F 

Theſe Earthquakes, it may be, both precede and 
portend, the Peſtilence that walketh in Darkneſs, and 
the Sickneſs that dgſtroyeth at Noon-day &. They are, 
at once, a fearful Omen, and a ruinous Blow. The 
ſtagnating Atmoſphere, rank with malignant Va- 
pours, becomes a Source of deadly Infection: or, 
replete with poiſonous Animalcules, is one vaſt in- 
cumbent Cloud of /ving Bane. If the active Gales 
ariſe, they ariſe only to ſtir the Seeds of Diſeaſe, 
and diffuſe the fatal Contagion far and near. Un- 
haappy People! The Plague, that ſevere Miniſter of 
divine Indignation, fixes her Head- quarters in their 


| © blaſted Provinces ; and ſends Death abroad, on his 


pale Horſe , to empty their Houſes, depopulate 
their Towns, and croud their Graves. 

Our Iſland is ſeldom viſited with either of theſe 
dreadful Judgments ; and has never ſuſtained any 
very conſiderable Calamity from the former. How- 
ever, let Us not be preſumptuouſly ſecure, We 
have, not long ago, received an awful Warning. 
The Rod has been ſhaken, or rather the Sword 
has been brandiſhed, over our Territories. Who 
can forget the general Conſternation, which ſeized 
our Metropolis, on Occaſion of the late Earth- 
quake? And not without Reaſon. For, of all di- 
vine Viſitations, this is the moſt terribly vindic- 
tive. The Whirlwind is /ow in its Progreſs; War 
is gentle in its Aſſaults; even the raging Peſtilence 
is a mild Rebuke; compared with the Fury of an 
Earthquake. — The Earthquake neither gives 

| 3 © 7. Warning, 
* Pſal. xci. 6. + Rev. vi. 8. 
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ſtrong Towers? They are ſhattered Pieces. To 
the ſtronger Rocks? They are thrown out of their 
Place.— To the open Fields? They are a frightful 


Gulph, yawning to devour Vou.— Where- ever You, 


fly; 


demoliſhed, or greatly damaged. Catania, one of the 
moſt famous and flouriſhing Cities in the Kingdom, was 
2 deſtroyed, Of 18,914 Inhabitants, 18, ooo pe- 
riſhed. 

AnotterEarthquake, almoſt as dreadful, and in the 
ſame Year, ſpread Deſolation through the Colony of 

amaica. In two Minutes Time, it ſhook down, and 
laid under Water, nine Tenths of the Town of Port-royal. 
In leſs than a Minute, three Quarters of the Houſes, 
and the Ground they ſtood on, together with the Inha- 
bitants, were quite ſunk : and the little Part left behind, 
was no better than Heaps of Rubbiſh. —The Shake was 
ſo violent, that it threw People down upon their Knees, 
or their Faces, as they were running about for Shelter. 
The Ground heaved and ſwelled, like a rolling Sea; 
and ſeveral Houſes, ſtill ſtanding, were ſhuffled ſome 
Yards out of their Places. The Earth would crack and 
yawn ; would open and ſhut, quick and faſt. Of which 
horrid Openings, two or three hundred might be ſeen at 
once. In ſome whereof, the People went down, and 
were ſeen no more, In ſome they deſcended, and roſe 
again in other Streets, or in the middle of the Harbour. 
Some ſwiftly clofing, ſeized the miſerable Creatures, 
and preſſed them to death; leaving their Heads, or half 
their Bodies above Ground, to be a Spectacle of Terror, 
and a Prey to Dogs. Out of others would iſſue whole 
Rivers of Water, ſpouted to a great Height in the Air, 
and threatening a Deluge to that Part, which the Earth- 
quake ſpared—Scarce a Planting-houſe or Sugar-work 
was left ſtanding in all the Iſland. Two thouſand Lives 
were loſt, and a thouſand Acres of Land ſunk. The 
whole was attended with frightful Noiſes, with brim- 
ſtone Blaſts, and offenſive Smells. The noiſome Va- 
pours belched forth, corrupted the Air, and brought on 
a general Sickneſs ; which ſwept away more than three 
thouſand of thoſe, who eſcaped the Fury of the Earth. 
quake, Sce CHAmB. Did. on the Word Earibquaie, 
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fly; in the Wilderneſs of your Diſtraction, where- 
ever you ſeek for Shelter: It ſhall be, as if a Man 
fled from g Lion, and a Bear met Him; or went into 
the Houſe, and leaned his Hand upon the Wall, and a 
Serpent bit Him *. 

I faid, „ There is no Place of Refuge.” But I 
retract the Expreſſion. One Place there is, which 
will prove an inviolable Sanctuary, and a perfect 
Security. I mean, the great, the gracious, the 
adorable RED EEMER's Righteouſneſs, Hi- 
ther let Us betake ourſelves. Now, before the 
Day of Deſolation cometh, now let us betake Our- 
ſelves to this Strong-hold. Then, ſhall We have no 
Reaſon to fear, though the Earth be moved, and 
though the Hills be carried into the Midſt of the Sea. 
For thus faith GOD, the omnipotent and faithful 
GOD. The Sun and the Moon ſhall be darkened, and 
the Stars ſhall withdraw their Shining. The LORD 
alſo, amidſt this deep ard diſmal Gloom, ſhall roar out 
of Sion; and utter his Voice, laden with Horror and 
prophetic Deſtruction, from Feruſalem. The Heavens 
above, and the Earth beneath, and all created Nature, 
fall ſhake, But the true Believer may ſtand erect 
and undiſmayed, Becauſe the LORD, who dwells 
in the Darkneſs, and preſides over the Storm; the 
LORD JESUS Himſelf will be the Hope of his 
People, to inſpire them with a noble Confidence ; and 
the Strength of his Children t, to be their Safeguard 
in every Danger. 

Or, if the true Believer is involved, in the ſame 
promiſcuous Ruin with the Ungodly; even this 
ſhall turn to his Gain. It ſhall exempt Him from 
the. lingering Pains, and the melancholy Solemni- 

ties 


Amos v. 19. | 7 Joel iii. 15, 16, 
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ties of a dying Bed. Like Elijab's fiery Chariot, it 
{ſhall waft his Soul, with Speed and Safety, to the 
Boſom of his SAVIOUR. While the hideous 
Cavern, that whelms his Body in the Center, ſhall 
be its Chamber of Reſt, til! the beloved BRIDE- 


GROOM comes, and the Day of Reſurrection 
dawns. | 


We lift up our Eyes, and behold the radiant Co- 
lours, which fluſh the Forchead of the Morning. 


We turn, and gaze upon the no leſs beautiful 
Tinges, which impurple the Brow of Evening. 
We throw around our View, and are delighted with 
numberleſs Forms of Fertility, which both decorate 
and enrich our Pla ins. — Whereas, other Countries 
are darkened with Clouds, or over-run with $ warms 
of Lociſts. Which intercept, where-ever they fly, 
the fair Face of Day; and deſtroy, where-ever they 
alight, the green Treaſures of the Ground *. an 
, 


* Fearful and aſtoniſhing is the Account, which Tra- 
vellers have given Us, with Relation to theſe Animals. 
Thavenot informs Us; That they fly in the Air toge- 
« ther, all compact, like a vaſt Cloud; ſometimes fif- 
ce teen or eighteen Miles long, and about ten or twelve 
«© Miles broad. So that they quite darken the Sky, 
F* and make the brighteſt Day obſcure. Wherever they 
flight, they devour all the Corn in leſs than two Hours, 
« and frequently make a Famine in the Country. 

Their Names, in the ſacred Language, are moſt ex- 
ally ſignificant of their two diſtinguiſhing Properties. 
da denotes an exceeding great, a numberleſs Multi- 
tude. pov ſignifies to make clean and bare; as when 
ſome hungry Animal, has both devoured the Fleſh, and 
licked the Bone. —Adored be the divine Providence! 
That We learn the Character of theſe hideous Inſects, 


not from ſorrowful Experience, but only from harmleſs 
Narrative, 
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Ah! what avails it, that the laborious Hind ſows 
his Acres; or the ſkilful Huſbandman prunes his 
Vineyard? That Spring, with her prolific Moiſ- 
ture, ſwells the Bud; or, with her delicate Pencil, 


paints the Bloſſom? Nor Grain, nor Fruit, can 


hope for Maturity; while theſe rapacious and bale- 
Ful Creatures infeſt the Neighbourhood. They 
ravage the Gardens, and plunder the Fields. They 
ſtrip the Trees, and ſhave the Meadows. Scarce 
a ſingle Leaf remains on the Boughs, or ſo much 
as a ſingle Stalk in the Furrows. A Fire devoureth 
before them, and behind them a Flame burneth : the 
Land is as the Garden of Eden before them, and behind 
them a deſolate Wilderneſs : yea, and nothing can eſcape 


them *. 


Now, let the dreadful Artillery roar from all its 
iron Throats, and diſgorge the heavieſt Glut of 
mortal Hail. Now, Ye Sons of Slaughter ; Men 


ſeilful to deſtroy t; now hurl the ſulphureous Globes, 
which kindle into a Hurricane of Fire, and burſt in 


ragged Inſtruments of Ruin,—To no Purpoſe. The 
linked "Thunderbolts are turned into Stubble; the 


burſting Bombs are accounted as Straw, Theſe 


Armies of the Air, laugh at all the formidable Pre- 
parations of War: and when they fall on the Sword, 
they 


* 4 Fire » before them, and behind them a Flame 


Gurneth, Joel ii. 3. This is one of thoſe bo/d and ex- 
preffive Metaphors, in which the Hebrew Language de- 
lights, and by which it is eminently diſtingurſhed, It 
ſignifies a total Devaſtation of the vegetable Produce. 
Such as muſt enſue, if a raging and reſiſtleſs Fire at- 


tended the Progrels of theſe pernicious Animals: burn- 
ing with ſuch vehement Impetuofity, that None could 
quench it; ſpreading ſuch extenſive Havock, that no- 
thing could eſcape it. 


+ Ezek. xxi. 31. 


they fb 
Deſtins 
to ſtan 
Theſe 
no Coa 
They v 
offenſiv 
gions, 
their C 
and Fa 
verſal I 
give th 
tent Al 
tremble 
O1 
think t 
believii 
and th 
of his 


Nn 
gives, 
larming 
petuous 
advance 
they de 
ſtances, 
Wunde. 


thod o 


Troops 
Suppre 
their 11 
Was ab 
Millior 
ſuch a 
ſhould 
Wound 
ing the 


DIALOGUE xix. 477 


they ſhall not be wounded . —Surpriſing and awful 
Deſtination of the everlaſting GOD! At once, 
to ſtain the Pride, and chaſtiſe the Guilt of Man! 
Theſe are a deſpicable and puny Race; clad in 
no Coat of Mail, but cruſhed by the {lighteſt Touch. 
They were neither Sword, nor Scymeter, nor any 
offenſive Weapon, Yet, in ſpite of oppoſing Le- 
gions, they carry on their Depredations, and puſh 
their Conqueſts. Terror marches in their Front, 
and Famine brings up the Rear. They ſpread uni- 
verſal Devaſtation, as they advance; and frequently 
give the Signal, for the Peſtilence to follow. Po- 
tent Armies loſe their Hands, and haughty Tyrants 
tremble for their Dominions. 

O! that the Natives of Great-Britain would be- 
think themſclves! Would break off their Sins by 
believing in the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, 
and their Iniquities by cheriſhing the Influences 
of his Divine SPIRIT! Left this overflowing 


Scourge 


»The Prophet Joel, foretelling the Plague of Locufts, 
gives, under the Image of an embattled Haſt, a moſt a- 
larming Diſplay, of their terrible Appearance; their im- 
petuous Progreſs ; the horrible Dread they raiſe, as they 
advance ; and the irreparable Miſchief they leave, as 
they depart, Adding, among other amazing Circum- 
ſtances, When they fall upon the Sword, they ſhould not be 
wounded, Which implies, I apprehend, that no Me- 
thod of Slaughter ſhould prove deſtructive to their 
Troops; or, that every Expedient, contrived for their 
duppreſſion, ſhould be utterly bifiled. Being, through 
their immenſe Numbers as invincible, as if every one 
was abſolutely inwvulnerable. For, though Millions and 
Millions ſhould periſh, by the Weapons of War; even 
ſuch a Blow, in reference to their whole collective Body, 
ſhould ſcarce be perceived as a Loſs, ſcarce be felt as a 
Wound ; neither diminiſhing their Strength, nor retard- 
ing their March. Fee/ ii. 8. 
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Scourge ®, under which ſome neighbouring Kitg- 


doms have ſeverely ſmarted, ſhould be commiſſion- 


ed to viſit aur Borders, and avenge the Quarrel 
of its MAKER's Honour, -Diftant as thoſe 
countleſs Legions are; though ſeparated from Us 
by interpoſing Seas; yet, if GOD lift up a 
Standard from far, or but hiſs + unto them from 

the 


* rn wit! Overflowing Scourge, Iſai. xxviii. 15. 
It is the Property of a Scourge to Jab, of a River to 
overflow. The ſacred Writer (by a moſt elegant Alliteration, 
which beautifies the Original, but cannot be preſerved in 
the Tranſlation) has connected theſe different Ideas and 
different Effects. The vindictive Viſitation, with which 
He threatens the diſobedient Jerot, ſhall pierce deep as a 
Scourge, and /pread wide as an Inundation, They ſhall 
feel it in all their Intereſts, and feel it at their yery Soul. 
It ſhall involve the whole Nation in Miſery, Anguiſh, 
and Ruin. 

There ſeems to be ſuch a Form of Expreſſion in the 
Service of our Church. When We pray, in behalf of 
our Fellow-chriſtians; pour upon them the continual 
« Dew of thy Bleſſing.” That which may be refreſh- 
ing and ſalutary as the Dew, yet copious and abundant 
as the Shower. 

+ Hi/5 unto them, Iſai. v. 26. With great Significancy, 
and peculiar Grandeur, the * applies this Expreſ- 
ſion to the LORD GOD of Hoſts, influencing the 
moſt powerful Armies, 9. 4. They come, without a 
« Moment's Delay, and, from the remoteſt Regions of 
«© the Earth, to execute all his Pleaſure, Formidable 
e and innumerable as they are, they come—l ſay not, 
«© upon his repeated Injunctions, or at his ſtrict Com- 
„% mand—but at the firſt, the very ſnalleſ Intimation of 
« his Will.”—Such as the Shepherds uſed to their 
Flocks ; ſuch as the Bee-men, of old, to their Swarms ; 
or ſuch as We, in theſe Days, to ſome of our domeſtic 
Animals.-The Hebrew pw | would not tranſlate, A. 
his Whiftle; becauſe this Phraſe, in our Language 
creates a vulgar Sound, and conveys a low Idea: but 
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the Ends of the Earth; they come with ſpeed ſwiftly, 
— Who will convey my Wiſh to the Ears, who 
will tranſmit it to the Hearts, of my Country- 
men? That our Land may always appear, as it 
does at preſent, like the Darling of Providence. 
May always reſound with the Voice of Joy, and 
be filled with the Fruits of Plenty, May always 
wear the Robe of Beauty, and be adorned with the 
Smile of Peace. 

How great are the Advantages of Peace ſaid 
Theron. Peace at her Leiſure plans, and leads out 
Induſtry to execute, all the noble and commodious 
Improvements, which We behold on every Side. 
Peace ſets the Mark of Property on our Poſſeſſions, 
and bids Juſtice guarrantee them to our Enjoyment, 
Peace ſpreads over Us the Banner of the Laws, 
while We taſte, free from Outrage, and ſecure 
from Injury, the Milk and Honey of our honeſt 
Toil *,—Amidſt the tumultuous Confuſions of 


War, 


fuch is the Import of the Original. Which denotes all 
that unconcerned Eaſe of Action, without any of the en- 
ive Familiarity of Diction. 
* Pax optima Rerum, ſays the Latin Poet.-But the 
Orientals, I think, diſcover the moſt ſuperlative Eſteem 
for this Bleſſing, by making it the conſtant Form of 
their Salutations, and the Subject of their moſt cordial 
Wiſhes for their Friends; PS ACE BE unTO THER 
In this ow Sentence, they ſeem to have compriſed a 
avhole Volume of Mercies : meaning, by their ſingle 
cw all that the Greeks expreſſed by their yauur vſi- 
rey, tvb; 1. e. A Confluence of that Joy of Mind, 
that Health of Body, that Proſperity of outward Cir- 
| — 28 which complete the Happineſs of Man- 
ind. 
We have a fine Deſcription of Peace, and its various 
Bleſlings, 1 Maccab. xiv. 8, 9, &c. The Picture is 


very 
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War, who could have a Heart to contrive, or a 
Hand to accompliſh, any ſuch Works of Dignity 
and Uſe? In thoſe Days of Darkneſs and Diftrac- 
tion, how languid to the Sight are all the dewy 
Landſcapes of Spring? How inſipid to the Tafte 
are all the delicious Flavours of Autumn? - When 
the Nation is over-run. with Armies, and embroiled 
in Slaughter, a trembling Heari, and Failing of Eyes, 
and Sorrow of Mind *, are the diſmal Diſtinction 
of the Times. Inftead of a calm Acquieſcence in 
our Portion, our very Life hangs in continual Suſ- 

nſe. 5 

But what are all the Benefits of externa! Peace, 
though diſplayed in the faireſt Light, and enlivened 
by the ſtrongeſt Contraſts what are they all com- 
pared with the Bleffings of the Goſpel? By which 
Sinners may have Peace with GOD through FE SUS 
CHRIST our LORD. 

This, reſumed Apaſio, ſuggeſts a freſh Inſtance 
of Happineſs, which others want, and Ve poſſeſs; 
an Inſtance, never to be omitted in our Catalogue 
of peculiar Mercies. I might add, never to be 
forgotten, by any Chriſtian, on any Occaſion.— 
While many Kingdoms of the Earth, are ignorant 
of the true GOD, and know neither the Principles 
of Piety, nor the Paths of Felicity; the Day-ſpring 
from on high hath viſited Us, to give the Knowledge of 
Salvation, and to guide our Feet inta the Way of 

Peace. 


very exact, though perfectly artleſs. Nothing hinders 
-me from tranſcribing the Paſlage, but a Fear of being 
too diffu/ive in my Notes, Leſt the Reader, who expects 
a Treat, ſhould complain of a Glut or have Reaſon to 
object, that the Side - board is more copiouſly furniſhed 
than the Table. Ng: un To cragegſor 78 tg ſe vie eg 
* Deut. xxviii. 65. 
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Peace, While Millions of rebellious Angeli, caſt 
from their native "Thrones, are reſerved in Chains 
of Darkneſs, unto the Judgment of the great Day; 
We, though rebellious and apoſtate Sinners of 
Mankind, are delivered from the Wrath to come. 
The holy FESUS (bleſſed be his redeeming 
Goodneſs !) has endured the Croſs, and deſpiſed the 
Shame, on purpoſe to reſcue Us from thoſe doleful 
and ignominious Dungeons ; where the Priſoners of 


Almighty Vengeance g 


verse with Crs, ' 
Unreſpited, unpitied, unrepriev'd, 
Ages of hopeleſs End. 

Yes, my dear Theron; let me repeat your own ' 
important Words; What are all the Benefits of 
<« external Peace, though diſplayed. in the faireſt 
“ Light, and inlivened by the ſtrongeſt Con- 
« traſts— What are they all, compared with the 
„ Bleſſings of the Goſpel?” — This brings the Olive- 
branch from Heaven, and proclaims Reconcilia- 
tion with our offended GOD. This compoſes 
the Tumults of the Mind, and the Troubles of 
Conſcience, This difarms the warring Paſſions, 
regulates the extravagant Deſires. In a Word; 
this ſpreads ſuch a Beauty of Holineſs, through the 
whole perſonal and ſocial Conduct, as is far more 
amiable, than the moſt engaging Forms of ma- 
terial Nature, 

O! that thou wouldeſt bow the Heavens ! 
That Thou wouldeſt come down, celeſtial V1S I- 
TANT ; and make thy ſtated, thy favourite Abode 
in our Ifle! That every Individual may be ani- 

Vol. III. A mated 
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mated with thy Power; and every Communi 

wear thy reſplendent Badge Then ſhall it be the 
leaft Ingredient of our public Felicity, That the 
Sword of Slaughter is beaten into a Plough-ſhare, 
and the once bloody Spear bent into a Pruning- 
hook, It ſhall be the love upon the Lift of our 
common Bleflings, That Violence is no more heard 
in our Land, Waſting and Deſtruftion within our 
Borders. Our very Officers will be Peace, and our 
Exaftors * Righteouſneſs. We fhall call (and the 


Event will correſpond with the Name) our Wall; 
Salvation, and our Gates Praiſe. en ſhall every 


Harp be taken down from the Willows, and every 


Voice burſt into a Song. —< In other Climes”— 


will be the general Acclamation— 

ce Tn other Climes, let Myriads of curious Inſeds, 
&« ſpin that delicate Thread, which ſoſtens into 
« Velvet, ſtiffens into Brocade, or flows in gloſſy 
c Sattin; which reflects a lovelier Glow on the 
&« Cheek of Beauty, and renders Royalty itſe!f 


© more 


* Iſai. Ix. 17. Offcers and Exa@ors fignify Perſons, 


| veſted with public Authority: who have it in their 


Power, to rule with Rigour. But theſe, inſtead of abu- 
ſing their Power, ſhall conduct the Adminiſtration with 
all poſſible Equity and Gentleneſs; with a parental Ten- 
derneſs, rather than a magiFferial Auſterity. Though the 
Title and Office of an Exactor may remain; nothin 1 of 
the domineering Inſolence, or oppreſſive Severity, ſhall 


continue.— The Prophet, who always delivers his Sen- 


timents with the utmoſt Emphaſis, ſays; They ſhall be, 
not barely peaceable and —_ but poſſeſſed of theſe 
Qualities in the higheſt Degree, Or, which 1 
more, than any other Words can expreſs, They ſhall be 
Peace and Righteouſne/5itlelf, —The ſame beautiful Figure 
is uſed in the next Clauſe, which deſcribes the inviola- 
ble Security of the City, together with the univerſal 70% 
ang Piecy of the Inhabitants. 
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« more majeſtic.” We are preſented with infi- 
<« nitely finer Robes, in the imputed Righteouſneſs 
« of our REDEEMER, and the inherent 
« Sanctification of his SPIRIT. Which beau- 
« tify the very Soul, and prepare it for the Illuf- 
“ trious Aﬀembly—of Saints in Light— of Angels 
« in Glory. 

Let eaſtern Rocks ſparkle with Diamonds, 
“ and give Birth to Gems of every dazzling Tine- 


, 66 =p We have, hid in the Field of our Scrip- 
c 


ures, the Pearl of great Price; the white and 
« precious Stone * of perfect Abſolution; a Diadem, 
« which will ſhine with undiminiſhed Luſtre, when 
c all the brilliant Wonders of the Mine are faded, 
« extinguiſhed, loſt. 

« Let richer Soils nouriſh, the nobleſt Plants, 
ce and warmer Suns concoct their exquiſite Juices ; 
« the Lemon, pleaſingly poignant; the Citron, 
« more mildly delicious; or that Pride of vegetable 
« Life, and Compendium of all the Blandiſhments 
«© of Taſte, the Pine-apple. We enjoy far more 
« exalted Dainties, in having Acceſs to the Tree of 
« Life ; whoſe Leaves are for the Healing of the Na- 
« tjons +; whoſe Boughs are repleniſhed with a 
« never-failing Abundance of heavenly Fruits ; 
« and the Nutriment they diſpenſe, is Bliſs and 
« Immortality. 

« Let Jberian Vines ſwell the tranſlucent Cluſter, 
« and burſt into a Flood of generous Wine, Let 
« the Tuſcan Olive extract the Fatneſs of the Earth, 
« and melt into a ſoft melliluous Stream, We 
“ ſhall neither envy, nor covet theſe inferior Gifts, 

H h 2 « fo 
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Rev. ii. 17. + Rev, xxii, 2. 
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„ fo long as We may draw Water out of the Wells 
“ of Salvation. So long as We may receive the 
* Unttion from the HOLY ONE“, thoſe In- 
« fluences of the COMFORTER, which not 
- © only make a chearful Countenance, but gladden 
« the very Heart. Imparting ſuch a refined Satiſ- 
« faction, as the whole World cannot give; ſuch 
«© a permanent Satisfaction, as no Calamities can 
© take away. | 
Let Ethiopian Mountains be ribbed with Mar- 
& ble, and Peruvian Mines emboweled with Gold. 
«© We want neither the impenetrable Quarry, nor 
the glittering Ore; having, in our adored ME S- 
« SIAH, a ſure Foundation for all our eternal 
« Hopes, and an inexhauſtible Fund of the divineſt 
„ Kiches. 
« Be it ſo; that our Vis is but a creeping Drop; 
« and the Thames itſelf, no more than a ſcanty 
« Rill; compared with the magnificent Sweep of 
the Ganges, or the ſtupendous Amplitude of Ri- 
„ Je la Plata f. The wretched Natives, even on 
| <« the 


* 1 John ii. 20. 

+ This River receives its Supplies, from the long 
Rains of the torrid Zone; and from the proportionably 
large Reſervoirs, hid in the Bowels of the Cordillieras, 
the higheft Mountains on Earth. In its Progreſs, it di- 
vides itſelf into two mighty Branches, the Parana and 
the Paraguay. Which, having run in ſeparate Chan- 
nels, ſeveral thouſand Miles through the Country, unite 
at laſt; and form, by their Conflux, the magnificent 
and ſpacious La Plata. Whoſe Stream is near tuo hun- 
dred Miles broad; and continues thus amazingly waſt, 


through a Courſe of fix hundred. It pours ſuch an im- 


menſe _— of the liquid Element into the Atlantic 
Ocean, that freſh Water may be taken up, for the Space 


of many a League. It is ſuppoſed to be the very 3 
| ver 
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« the Banks of thoſe ſtately Rivers, are at a Diſ- 
« tance from all the Springs of true Conſolation. 
« Whereas, We have a Fountain, We have a 
« River, that iſſues from the Ocean of eternal 
&« Love, With incomparable Dignity, and with 
« equal Propriety, it is ſtyled The River of Life *. 
« It viſits the Houſe of the Mourner, and revives 
« the Spirit of the Sorrowful. It makes glad the 
« City, and makes happy the Servants of our 
« GOD. It quickens even the Dead; and every 
« human Creature, that drinks of its Water, lives 
6 for ever. | 
« Let Afiatic Iſlands boaſt their Mountains of 
« Myrrh, and Hills of Frankincenſe. Let Ara- 
% bian Groves, with ſuperior Liberality, diſtil 
ce their healing Gums; and ripen, for vigorous 
« Operation, their vital Drugs. We have a more 
« ſovereign Remedy, than their moſt powerful Re- 
e ſtoratives, in the great MEDIATOR's aton- 
e ing Blood, We have a more refreſhing Banquet, 
*« than all their mingled Sweets, in commemorat- 
« ing his Paſſion, and participating his Merits, 
H h 3 « In 


River in the World. Rather like a Sea, than a River, 
it deſerves, incomparably more than Timavus, Virgil's 
grand Deſcription 


ate cum Murmure Montis 
1: Mare proruptum, & Pelago premit Arva ſonanti. 


To conceive a proper Idea of its prodigious Dimenſions, 
We may imagine a Current of Waters, taking its riſe 
beyond Ferz/alem ; and, after having received all the 
Rivers of Europe into its capacious Bed, making its En- 
try on the Brit;h Ocean, by a Mouth extended from 
Dover to Briſtol. 


* Rey, xxii. 1. 
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c“ In ſhort; We have an Equivalent, far more 
cc than an Equivalent, for all thoſe choice Produc- 
« tions, which bloom in the Gardens, or baſk in 
“ the Orchards of the Sun, We have a Goſpel, 
ce rich in precious Privileges, and abounding with 
« jneſtimable Promiſes : We have a SAVIOUR, 


« full of forgiving Goodneſs, and liberal of renewing 


« Grace, At whoſe auſpicious Approach, Foun- 
« tains ſpout amidſt the burning Deſart; under 
«© whoſe welcome Footſteps, the fandy Waſte 


e ſmiles with Herbage; and beneath his potent 


« Touch, The Wilderneſs buds and bloſſoms as a 
60 Roſe . Or, to ſpeak plainly, the deſolate and 
« barren Soul brings forth thoſe Fruits of the 
« SPIRIT, which are infinitely more ornamen- 
cc tal, than the filken Gems of Spring; infinitely 
« more beneficial, than the ſalubxious Stores of 
« Autumn. 4 

„ We have a SAVIOUR— Tell it out among 
« the Heathen ; that all the Nations on Earth, may 
<« partake of the Gift, and join in the Song—A 
« SAVIOUR We have, whoſe radiant Eye 
« brightens the gloomy Paths of Affliction. Whoſe 
<« efficacious Bleſſing makes all Things work together, 
& for the Good + of his People. Death, gilded by 
& his propitious Smile, even Death itſelf looks 
„ gay. Nor is the Grave, under his benign Ad- 
« miniſtration, any longer a Den of Deſtruction; 
cc but a ſhort and ſhady Avenue to thoſe immortal 
«© Manſions : whoſe Foundations are laid with Sap- 


« phires; whoſe Windows are of Agate ; the Gates of 


Carbuncle; and all the Borders of pleaſant Stones t. 
Pardon 


® Tſai. xxxv. 1. + Rom. viii. 28, f Iſai. liv. 11, 12. 
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Pardon my Rhapſody, dear Theron, Your own 
Remark, added to the grand and lovely Views, 
have warmed, have animated, have molf tranſ- 
ported me.—Theron anſwered not a Word: but fat 
fixed in Thought.— While He is indulging his 
Contemplation, We may juſt obſerve ſome other 
Peculiarities of the Proſpect. 


Here and there, a loneſome Cuttage ſcarcely lifts 
its humble Head. No pompous Swell of projecting 
Steps, ſurrounds the Door: no appendent Wings 
of inferior Offices, ſkirt the Edifice: no ſtately 
Hall, flabbed with Marble, and roofed with Sculp- 


ture, receives the gazing Stranger. But white-robed 
Innocence, and ſweet-featured Contentment, Neat- 
neſs * with a Gloſs on her Garments, and Health, 
with a Bloom on her Cheeks, adorn the Habitation. 
While Virtue lends her Graces, and Religion com- 

Hh 4 municates 


* Neatne/i—To exemplify and recommend this Or- 
nament of ſocial Life, is, perhaps, the Deſign of a Paſ- 
ſage, which I have never ſeen ſatisfactorily explained. 
When our LORD gave a Treat to five thouſand Men, 
who attended his Preaching; when He commanded 
them to fit down upon the Ground, in order to receive 
his Bounty in the moſt commodious Manner ; it is added 
by the ſacred Hiſtorian, There was much Graſs in the 
Place. Why is this Circumſtance particularly remark- 
ed? To denote the Decorum of the Tranſaction; and to 
be, as I imagine, both an Example and a Recommen- 
dation of Neatne/s. The Seats, though very plain and 
ſimple, were far from being ſorgid or flovenly. It was 
not a dirty Place, or a duſty Spot, but covered with the 
Carpets of Nature, Which rendered it as cleanly, if 
not ſo ſumptuous, as the Sofas of Turkey ; or the Beds 
„of Gola and Silver,” uſed at the Feaſt of King Aba- 
Juerus +. | 

® Tohn vi. 10. + Eſther 1. 6. 
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municates her Honours, to dignify the Abode : 


rendering the blameleſs Hut ſuperior, in rea! Ma- 
jeſty, to a diſſolute Court. 

At ſome Diſtance, appear the hoary Remains of 
an antient Monaſtery. Sunk beneath the Weight 
of revolving Years, the once venerable Fabric is 
leveled with the Duſt. The lofty and ornamented 
Temple, lies rudely over-grown with Moſs, or ftill 
more ignobly covered with Weeds. The Walls, 
where ſainted Imagery ſtood, or idoliaed Painting 
ſhone, are claſped with twining Ivy, or ſhagged 
with horrid Thorn.-Through Ifles, that once 
echoed to the Chantor's Voice, mingled with the 
Organ's majeſtic Sound, the hollow Winds roar, 
aud the daſhing Storm drives. Where are, now, 
the ſilent Cells, the vocal Choirs, the duſky 
Groves? In which the romantic Saints prolonged 
their lonely Vigils, by the midnight Taper; or 
poured their united Prayers, before the Lark had 
waked the Morn; or ſtrolled, in ever-muſing Me- 
lancholy, along the Moon- light Glade.—Surely, 
thoſe mauldering Fragments now teach, (and with 
a much better Grace, with a much ſtronger Em- 
phaſis) what formerly their unſocial and gloomy 
Roſidentiaries profeſſed. They teach the Vanity of 
the World, and the tranſitary Duration of all that is 
reckoned ſtable, in this Region of Shadows. 

Behold, on yonder Eminence, the rueful Me- 
morials of a magnificent Cle. All diſmantled, 
and quite demoliſhed, it gives a Shading of Solem- 
nity to the more lively Parts of Nature's Picture; 
and attempers the rural Delight, with ſome Touches 
of alarming Dread. War, deſtructiye Var, has 
ſnatched the Scythe from the Hand of Time, and 
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hurried on the Steps of Deſtiny. Thoſe broken 
Columns and ſhattered Walls; thoſe proſtrate 
Towers, and Battlements daſhed to the Ground; 

carry evident Marks of an immature , Downfal. 

They were built for Ages, and for Ages might 
have ſtood, a Defence and Accommodation to Ge- 
nerations yet unborn; if haply they bad eſcaped the 
dire Aſſaults of hoſtile Rage. — But, what Vigilance 
of Man, can prevent the Miner's dark Approach? 
Or what Solidity of Bulwark, can withſtand the 
bellowing Engine's impetuous Shock? 

Thoſe, perhaps, were the Rooms, in which I- 
centious Mirth crowned with Roſes the ſparkling 
Bowl, and tuned to the filver-ſounding Lute the 
Syren's inchanting Song. 'T hoſe, the Scenes of 
voluptuous Indulgence, where Luxury poured her 
Delicacies : where Beauty, inſidious Beauty, prac- 
tiſed her Wiles; and ſpread, with bewitching Art, 
her wanton Snares.-Now inſtead of the riotous 
Banquet, and Intrigues of lawleſs Love, the Owl 
utters her hated Screams by Night, and the Raven 
flaps her ominous Wing by Day.—-Where are the 
Violet-couches, and the Woodbine-bowers ; which 
fanned, with their breathing Sweets, the polluted 
Flame? The Soil ſeems to ſuffer for the Abuſes of 
the Owner. Blaſted and diſhonoured, it produces 
nothing but ragged Briars, and noiſome Nettles ; 
under whoſe odious Covert, the hiſſing Snake 
glides, or the croaking Toad crawls. —Fearful In- 
timation of that ignaminious and doleful Cataſtrophe, 
which awaits the Sons of Riot! When their mo- 
mentary Gratifications will drop, like the faded 


Leaf; and leave nothing behind, but Pangs of Re- 
morſe, 
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morſe, keener far than the pointed Thorn, and 
more envenomed than the Viper's Tooth. c 
Perhaps, they were the beauteous and honoured 
Abodes, where Grandeur and Politeneſt walked their 
daily Round, attended with a Train of guiltleſs 
Delights. Where amiable and refined Friend/bip 


was wont to fit'and ſmile; looking Love, and 


talking the very Soul. Where Hoſpitality, with 
Oeconomy always at her Side, ſtood beckoning 
to the di/irefſed, but induſtrious ® Poor; and ſhower- 

end 


* I ay diſtreſſed, but iaduſtriaus Poor.—Becauſe, I 
would not be underſtood, as encouraging, in any De- 
ree, the Relief of our common Beggars.—Towards the 
ormer, I would cultivate a tender and ever-yearnin 
Compaſſion ; I would anticipate their Complaints ; and, 
as a — Writer directs, would even s EEK 70 do them 
Good. But as to the latter, I frankly own, that I look 
upon it as my Duty, to diſcourage ſuch Cumberers of 
the Ground. They are, generally ſpeaking, luſty 
Drones ; and their habitual Begging, is no better than a 
ſpecious Robbing of the public Hive. For ſuch furdy 
Supplicants, who are able to undergo the Fatigue of 
Traveling ; able to endure the Inclemencies of the 


Weather; and conſequently much more able, were 


they equally willing, to exerciſe themſelves in ſome 
Species of laudable Induſtry—For theſe, the Hou/e of 
Correction would be a far more ſalutary Proviſion, than 
any Supply from our Table; and Confinement to Labour, 
a much more beneficial Charity, than the Liberality of 
the Purſe. 

We ſhould remember, and zhey ſhould be taught, that 
the Law ordained by the Court of Heaven, is, Va Man 
evill not work, neither ſhall He eat. If then We contri- 
bute to ſupport them in Idleneſs, do We not countera# 
and fruſtrate this wiſe Regulation, eſtabliſhed by the 
great SOVEREIGN of the Univerſe? —!]s it not 
alſo a rong to the deſerving Poor, if We ſuffer theſe 
Wens on the Body politic to draw off the — 

which 


c ete 


ed Bleflings from her liberal Hand. — But War, 
deteſted War, has ſtretched over the ſocial and in- 
viting 


which ought to circulate amongſt the valuable and uſe- 
ful * 4 ? Money or Victuals beſtowed on theſe 
worthleſs Wretches, is not real Beneficence, but the 
Earneft-penny of Sloth. It hires them, to be good for 
nothing; and pays them, for being public Nuiſances. 

Let Us then unanimouſly join, to ſhake off theſe dead 
Weights from our Wheels, and diflodge theſe Swarms of 
Vermis from our State. Let Us be deaf to their moſt 
importunate Clamours; and aſſure Ourſelves, that, by 
this deternfined Inflexibility, We do GOD, We do our 
Community, We do them, the moſt ſubſtantial Service. 
Should they implore by the injured Name of JESUS; 
for the Honour of the LORD FESUS, let Us reſo- 
lutely with - hold our Alms. Their Meaning is,. 
«« I cannot go on, in my preſent ſhameful and ini- 
% quitous Courſe; I can no longer continue to act 
« the wicked and flothful Servant ; unleſs You will ad- 
«« miniſter ſome kindly—pernicious Aſſiſtance. For 
« CHRIST's ſake, therefore, aſſiſt me to diſhonour 
«« my Chriſtian Name, and to live more baſe than the 
«« Beaſts that periſh. For CHRIS L's ſake, help me 
% to be the e. and the Burthen of my native 
«« Country; and to perſiſt in the Way, which leads to 
«« eternal Deſtruion,” — This is the true Import of their 
Petitions. And, whether the Sanction of that moſt 
venerable Name, added to /uch a Requeſt, ſhould move 
our Commiſeration, or excite our Abhorrence, let every 
thinking Perſon judge. 

I truſt, the Reader will be ſo candid, as to excuſe 
this long digreſſive Note; and do me the Juſtice to be- 
lieve, That I am not pleading againſt, but for the rea/ 

Poor: not to harden any One's Heart, but rather to 
direct every One's Hand.—Give, out of Gratitude to 
CHRIST, out of Compaſſion to the Needy, and be 
for ever bleſſed. But give not to incorrigible Vagrants ; 
to maintain Impiety, and pamper Indolence ; left it be 
demanded, one Day, Who hath required this at your Hand ? 
Left, by ſupporting diſſolute Creatures in that abandon- 

ed 
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viting Seat, the Line-of Confuſion, and the Stones of 
Emptineſs *. Now, alas! nothing but Deſolation 
and Horror haunt the ſavage Retreat. The ample 
Arches of the Bridge, which ſo often tranſmitted 
the wondering Paſſenger along their penſile Way, 
lie buried in the dreary Moat.— Thoſe Relics of the 
maſſy Portals, naked and abandoned, ſeem to be- 
moan their melancholy Condition. No ſplendid 
Chariots, with their gay Retinue, frequent ſolitary 


Avenues. No needy Steps, with chearful Expec- 


tations, beſiege the once bountiful Gate. But all 
is a miſerable, forlorn, hideous Pile of Rubbiſh. 
Since Riches ſo often take to themſelves Wings, 
and fly away: ſince Houſes, great and fair, reel 
upon their Foundations, and ſo ſoon tumble in- 
to Duſt: how wiſe, how ſalutary, is our divine 
MASTER's Advice! Make to yourſelves Friends 
tit h the Mammon of Unrighteoujneſs ; that, when the 
World fails around You, when the Springs of Na- 
ture fail within you; they, as Witneſſes of your 
Charity, .and Vouchers for the Sincerity of your 
Faith, may receive You into everlaſting Habitations t. 
—— This is to lay up Treaſure for Ourſelves . 
Whereas, whatever elſe We amaſs, is for our Heirs, 
for our Succeſſors, for We know not Who. This 
Wealth is truly emphatically called our own || : it 
is an Advowſon ; We have the Perpetuity. Where- 
as, whatever elſe We poſſeſs, is ours only for a 
Turn or in Truſt. 


See 


ed Sloth, which is the Nurſe of all Vice, We become 
Partakers of their Guilt, and acceſſary to their Ruin. 

Iſai. xxxiv. 11, + Luke xvi. 9. 1 Matt. vi. 20. 
Luke xvi. 12. 
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See the dreadful, dreadful Ravages of civil Diſ- 
cord Where- ever that infernal Fury ſtalks, She 
marks her Steps in Blood, and leaves opulent Cities 
a ruinous Heap *. — What Thanks then, what ar- 

dent 


* The Effects of what Virgil calls Bella, horrida Bella, 
were never diſplayed in Colours that g/ow, and with 
Figures that a/arm, like thoſe which are uſed by the Pro- 
phet Jeremiah, Chap. iv. 19, &c. As this is, perhaps, 
the greateſt Maſter-piece of the Kind, the Reader will 

ermit me to enrich the Notes, with a Tranſcript of the 
aſſage. | 

F 15 We ſee, or rather We feel, the Effects of War on 
the human Mind; the keeneſt Anguiſh, the deepeſt Diſ- 
may, and the wildeſt Amazement. All expreſſed in a 
Language, exactly ſuiting the Subjet—vehement— 
—abrupt—diforderly. My Bowel: ! My Bowels! T am 
pained at my very Heart. My very Heart maketh a Noiſe in 
me; I cannot hold my Peace: becauſe Thou haſt heard, O 
my Soul, the Sound of the Trumpet, the Alarm of War.— 
Deſtruction upon Deflruction is cried; for the Land is ſpoiled. * 
Suddenly are my Tents ſpoiled, and my Curtains in a Moment. 
— How long ſhall I. ſee the Standard, and fear the Sound of 
the Trumpet e 

Then We ſee the diſmal Devaſtations of War; and 
who does not ſhudder at the Sight? The whole Country 
laid in Ruins! Deprived of all its Ornaments, and all 
its Inhabitants! nothing but Confuſion and Emptineſs. 
Reduced to a Solitude and a Chaos, I beheld the Earth, 
and lo! and lo it was without Form and void and the 
Heavens, and they had no light —1 beheld the Mountains, 
and Io ! they trembled, and all the Hill: moved ligbily.— I 
beheld, and lo! there was no Man, and all the Birds of 
the Heavens were fled.— I beheld, and lo! the fruitful Place 
was a Wilderneſs, and all the Cities thereof were broken 
down, at the Preſence of the LORD, and by his fierce 


Anger. 

f f, after all this Profuſion of Imagery, Bld and ani- 
mated even to Aſtoniſhment, We can have any Reliſh 
fer the cold CorreQneſs of a heathen Genius, We oy 

fin 
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dent and ceaſeleſs Thanks, are due to that all-ſu- 
perintending, ever gracious LORD, who has 
daſhed the Torch from her Hand ; has broke her 
murderous Weapons; and driven the baleful Peſt 
from our Hand May the ſame almighty Good- 
neſs baniſk the Monſter from all Lands! Baniſh 
the accurſed Monſter, with her hated Aſſociate 
Rapine, and her inſatiable Purveyor Ambition, to 
the deepeſt, deepeſt Hell. Branded with everlaſt- 
ing Infamy, and bound in adamantine Chains, 
there let them gnaſh their Teeth, and bite the ine- 
vitable Curb! While Peace, deſcending from her 
native Heaven, bids her Olives ſpring amidſt the 
joyful Nations: and Plenty, in League with Com- 
merce, ſcatters Bleſſings from Clime to Clime. 
While Gladneſs ſmiles in every Eye; and Love, 
extenſive diſintereſted Love, leveling the Partition- 
wall of Bigotry, cements every Heart in the beſt of 
Bonds. 

Near thoſe Heaps of Havock, lies the Spot, 
ever-memorable and ftill revered, on which an ob- 
« ſtinate and fatal Battle was fought.—The Huſband- 
man, as He breaks his fallow Land, or rends the 
graſſy Turf, often diſcovers the horrid Implements, 
and the more horrid Effects, of that bloody Con- 
flict. He ſtarts to hear his Coulter ſtrike upon 
the Boſſes of a ruſty Buckler, or gride over the 
Edge 


find ſomething of the ſame Nature, in Horace Lib. II. 
Od. 1 


Jam nunc minaci, &c. 


Which, though one of his moſt ſpirited and ſublime 
Paſſages, is, if compared with the Fire, the Grandeur, 
the majeſtic Wildneſs and Horror of the Prophet, 
like a Land-Flood compared with the univerſal Deluge. 
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Edge of a blunted Sword. He turns pale, to ſee 
human Bones thrown up before his Plough; and 
ſtands aghaſt to think, that, in cutting his Fur- 
row, He opens a Grave.— The grey- headed Sire 
often relates to his Grandſons, hanging with eager 
Attention on the Tale, and trembling for- the 
Event; relates the diſmal, the glorious Deeds of 
that important Day.— How the Fields, now co- ö 
vered with waving Crops, were then loaded with | 
mangled and ghaſtly Corpſes. How the Paſtures, 
now green with Herbage, were then incrimſoned 
with human Gore. 

« On that extended Common, He ſays, where 
« the buſy Shepherd is erecting his hurdled Citadel, 
« the Tents were ſpread, and the Banners diſplay- 
« ed; the Spears briſtled in Air, and the burniſhed "2 
Helmets glittered to the Sun,—On gender riſing 74 
« Ground, where the friſking Lambs play their i 
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« harmleſs Frolics, ſtood the martial Files; clad 
„ in Mail, and ranged in Battle-array, There 
&« ſtood War, with all its collected Horrors; ho- 
« yering, like ſome portentous Cloud, and ready 
« to burſt into an immediate Storm. — On the 
« nearer Plain, where the quiet Steed grazes in 
« Safety, and thoſe ſober Oxen chew the juicy 
« Herb, the fierce Encounter mixed. There, the 
« Javelins, launched from nervous Arms, and 
& aimed by vengeful Eyes, flew and reflew, whiz- 
« zing with Death. The Arrows lightened * 
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* Habak. iii. 11. Tn pu literally tranſlated, pre- 

ſents Us with that beautiful bold Figure, The Lighten- 

4 ing of thy Spear. — Which, with innumerable other Graces 
of Sreech, that give Dignity and Spirit to our modern 
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Compoſitions, are borrowed from the Language of Sion; 
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< from the Strings; and drenched their keen 
« Points, and dipped their feathery Wings in 
Blood. —Soon as this Shower of miſſive Steel 
'« ceaſed, inſtantly outſprung "Thouſands of flam- 
ing Swords. They claſh on the brazen Shields; 
< they cut their Way through the reeking Armour; 
„ and ſheath their Blades in many a gallant daunt- 
<« Jeſs Heart. Here, on this diſtinguiſhed Level, 
< the proud inſulting Foe, preſuming on Victory, 
« and boaſting of their Numbers, poured in like a 
<« Flood. There, a bold determined Battalion, of 


« which myſelf was a Part, planted themſelves like 


« a Rock, and broke the fierce Attack, 

« Then adds the brave old Warrior, then the 
& coward Herd fled before the Vengeance of our 
„ conquering Arms. Then, theſe Hands ſtrewed 
<« the Plains with a Harveſt, different far from their 
« preſent Productions. Then, the Fathers, ſmit- 
* ten with inexpreſſible Dread, looked not back on 
« their Children * ; though ſhuddering at the lifted 

| MOT. Spear, 


are tranſplanted from the School of the Prophets. —If 
We ftart into a pleaſing Amazement, at Homer's dero 
painles ; have We not equal Reaſon to be charmed and 
ſurpriſed at Nahum's a2 n 12mm? Every Chariot 
raged with Violence and Impetuoſity; was eager, was 
even mad to deſtroy. Nah. ii. 5 Milton has evidently 
lighted his Torch at the Prophet's Flame, 


b madding Wheels} 
Of brazen Chariots raged, B. VI. 


* For this very ſtriking, and moſt terrific Image, We 
are obliged to the Prophet Jeremiah. Who, in a few 
Words, but with all the Pomp of Horror, deſcribes the 
Din of approaching War, and the Conſternation of a 
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« The Fathers locked not back on their Children, though 
& they fell among the Slain, gaſhed with deadly 
C Wounds; or lay expiring, in Groans of Agony, 
« under our Feet,” 


We leave the Warrior, to repeat his ſhocking 
Story, and enjoy his ſavage Satisfaction. He 


ſpeaks, tis true, in a Strain ſomewhat ſuperior to 


his Character, As though the Triumph of his 
VoI. III. Ii Heart, 


vanquiſhed People. At the Noiſe of the Stamping of the 
— F his ftrong Horſes, at the Ruſhing of his Chariots, 
and at the Rumbling of his Wheels, the Fathers all not 
look back unto their Children, for Feebleneſs of Hands. 
Jerem. xlvii. $. ' 

Not to mention the Thunder-like Sound of the Dic- 
tion; and that in a Language much leſs ſonorous than 
the Original; I appeal to every Reader, whether the 
laft Circumſtance does not awaken the Idea, of fo tre- 
mendous a Scene, and fo horrible a Dread, as no Words 
can expreſs. Virgil has imitated the Prophet's Manner, 
in that very delicate deſcriptive Touch ; where, repre- 
ſenting the prodigious Alarm, excized by the Yell of the 
 infernal Fury, He ſays; 


Et trepide Matres prefſere ad Pectora Natos. 


That is, Each frighted Mother claſped the Infant to her 
Auttering Boſom. 

No One, I believe, need be informed, that the Pan- 
nic is painted, with a very ſuperior Energy, by the Poet 
of Heaven. In the Pagan's Draught, the Effect of Fear 
reſults from the Conſtitution, and coincides with the 
Bias of Humanity. Whereas, in the Propher's Picture, 
it caunter- acts, it ſuſpends, it entirely over- bears, the ten- 
dereſt Workings and ſtrongeſt Propenſities of Nature; 
though inſtigated, on one hand, by the moſt impor- 
tunate Calls of exquifite Diſtreſs; and ſtimulated, on 
the other, by all the Solicitations of the moſt yearning 
Compaſſion. 


497 
« Spear, or ſcreaming under the brandiſhed Sword. 
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Heart, had exalted his Sentiments, and ennobled 
his Language. Nevertheleſs, for calmer Scenes, 
and ſofter Delights, We willingly leave him. 
The Eye is pleaſed with the elegant Gaiety of 
the Parterre; the Ear is ſoothed with the warbling 
Melody of the Grove; but grand Objects, and the 
Magmficence of Things, charm and tranfport the 
whole Man. The Mind, on ſuch Occaſions, 
ſeems to expand with the Proſpect, and ſecretly 
exults in the Conſciouſneſs of her Greatneſs. — 


Intent upon theſe large and excurſive Views, our 


Friends ſcarce advert to the minuter Beauties, 
which addreſs them on every Side. The Swan, 


with her ſnowy Plumes, and loftily bending Head ; 
amidſt all her ſuperb Air, and lordly State; rows 
unnoticed by, — Equally unnoticed is both the 


Array and the Action of the Duck; her gloſſy 


Neck, and finely chequered Wings; her diving 


into the Deep, or her darting up into Day.— The 
Swallow, ſkimming the Air in wanton Circles, or 
dipping her downy Breaft in the Flood, courts their 
| Obſervation in vain,—Nor could the finny Sholes 
⁊ttract their Regard, though they played before the 
Boat in ſportive Chace; or, glancing quick to the 
Surface, ſhewed their pearly Coats, bedropped with 
Gold.—Thus they, engaged in ſublime Specula- 
tions, neglect inferior Entertainments. And if 
he Sons of Religion over-look the diminutive, tran- 
Gent, deluſory Forms of Pleaſure, which float on 
the narrow Stream of Time, or flit along the ſcanty 
Bounds of Senſe; it is only to contemplate and 
enjoy a Happineſs in their GOD, which is e/e- 
\= ſubſtential, and immortal. Compared with 
which, whatever the Eye can ſurvey, from Pole to 
Pole, 
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Pole, from the riſing to the ſetting Sun, is a 
Cockle-ſhell, a Butterfly, a Bubble. 

From this open and enlarged Scene, they enter 
the Skirts of a vaſt, umbrageous, venerable Foreft,— , 
On either Side, the ſturdy and gigantic Sons of 
Earth, rear their aged Trunks, and ſpread their, 
branching Arms. Trees, of every hardy Make, 
and every majeſtic Form, in agreeable Diſorder, 
and with a wild kind of Grandeur, fill the aerial 
Regions. The buge, expanſive, roaming Boughs 
unite themſelves 6ver the Current, and diffuſe: 
66 res Umbrage, broad and brown as Evening.“ 


What folemn Twilight ! What flupendous Shades 
Enwrapt theſe loneſome Floods ? Tro every Nerve 
A jecred Horror thrills, a pleaſing Fear 

Glides ver the Mind. 


The timorous Deer ftart at the Claſhing of the 
Waves. Alarmed with the unuſual Sound, they 
look up, and gaze for a Moment: then fly into 
Covert, by various Ways, and with precipitate 
Speed; vaniſhing rather than departing from the 
Glade. | 
How awful to reflect, as they ſteal along the ſhelv- 
ing Shores, and the moſs-grown Banks; as they 
glide under the pendent Shades. of quivering Pop- 
— of whiſtling Fir, and the ſolemn- ſounding Fo- 
liage of the Oak — how awful to reflect; * Theſe 
were the lonely Haunts of the Druids, two thou- 
e ſand Years ago! Amidſt theſe duſky Mazes, and 
e ſympathetic Glooms, the penſive Sages ſtrayed. 
Here, they ſought, they found, and with all the, 
« Solemnity of ſuperſtitious Devotion, they ga- 
I iz „ thered 
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&« thered their Miſetoe *. Here, the viſionary Re- 
& cluſes ſhunned the tumultuous Ways of Men, 
« and traced the myſterions Paths of Providence. 
« Here they explored the Secrets of Nature, and 
tc invoked their fabled Gods.” 

Sometimes wrapt in a ſudden Reverie of Thought, 
ſometimes engaged in Converſation on the ſolemn 
Appearance of Things, the Voyagers ſcarce. per- 
ceive their Progreſs. Before they are aware, this 
venerable Scene is loſt; and they find themſelves 
advanced upon the Borders of a beautiful Lawn. 
The Foreſt, retiring to the Right-hand, in the 
Shape of a Creſcent, compoſed what Milton ſtyles, 
ce A verdurous Wall of ftatelieft Aſpect ;”* and left, 
in the Midft, an ample Space for the Flouriſhing of 
Herbage. 

Here, ſaid Theron, if You pleaſe, We will alight; 
and leave the Bearer of our floating Sedan, to purſue 
his ceaſeleſs Courfs—to enrich the Boſom of other 

Vallies, and lave the Feet of other Hills—to viſit 
Cities, and make the Tour of Counties—to reflect 
| the 


* If the Reader pleaſes, He may ſee theſe pompous 
Solemnities deſcribed, in Vanier1i Pred. Ruff. pag. 
12 55 &c. Where, the curious Narrative of Pliny, is em- 
belliſhed with the harmonious Numbers of Yirgil.—With 
regard to the reflections, occaſioned by this Account; 
the Compliments laviſhed on the French, their Religion, 
and their Monarch; I believe, the judicious Proteftant 
will confeſs with me; that, as our charming Author has 
Copied the Language, and entered into the Spirit of the 
Antients, He has alſo catched a Tincture of their Super- 
ſition. Imbibing, together with all their Elegancies and 
Graces, /ome of their fanciful and legendary Levities. 


Veràm abi plura nitent in Carmine, non Ego paucis 


Ofendar Maculis. Hos. 
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the Image of many a ſplendid Structure, which 
adorn his Banks; and, what is far more amiable, 
to diſtribute, all along his winding Journey, innu- 
merable Conveniencies for Man and Beaſt: acquiring, 
the farther He goes, and the more Benefits He 
confers, a greater Depth, and a wider Swell ; to the 
remarkable Confirmation of that beneficent-Maxim, 
There is that ſcattereth, yet increaſeth ; 


— — — — — — Ang Good, the More 


Communicated, more abundant proves. 
M1LTON. 


Theron and Appaſio walking acroſs the ſpacious 
Amphitheatre, ſeated themſelves at the Extremity 
of the Bend. Before them, lay a verdant Area, 
quite even; perfectly handſome ; but far from gay. 
Green was all the Dreſs, without any Mixture of 
gaudy Flowers, or glittering Colours. Only, now- 
and-then, a gentle Breeze, ſkimming over the un- 
dulating Mead, impreſſed a varying wavy Gloſs on 
its Surface, The whole ſeemed to reſemble the de- 
cent and ſober Ornaments of maturer Age, when it 
has put off the Trappings, and bid adieu to the Le- 
vities of Youth..-The broad, tranſparent Stream, 
ran parallel with the Lips + of the Channel; and 
drew, as it were, a Line of Circumyallation, to 
guard the calm Retreat. The Water appeared, 


where ſhaded with Boughs, like a Barrier of po- 


liſhed Steel; where open to the Sun, like a Mirror 
119 of 


Prov. xi. 24. 
+ The Greek, which is above all Languages happy, 
in its beautitul Variety of compound Words, very neatly 
expreſſes this A ppearance by==i1o0xtA1g TY y. 
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ef flowing Cryſtal.— The eaſtern Edges of the Ri- 
ver, were barricaded with a kind of mountainous 
Declivity. On whoſe rude and rocky Sides, a few 
ſtunted Shrubs and ill-formed Trees hung. Among 
which the timorous Rabbit burrowed, and the 
bearded Goat browzed.—Not far from the Summit, 
two or three Fountains guſhed : which, uniting 
their Currents, as they trickled down the Steep, 
formed a natural Caſcade. Here, it was loſt in the 
ruſhy Dells, or obſcured by the twiſting Roots; 
there, it burſt again into View, and playing full 
in the Eye of Day, looked like a Sheet of ſpouting 


Silver. 


In this romantic Retirement, ſaid Theron, We 


are quite ſequeſtered from Society. We ſeem to 


be i in a World of our own; and ſhould almoſt be 


tempted to forget, that We ate encompaſſed with 


a kindred Species; did not the Mujic of thoſe filver- 


tongued Bells, poured from a diſtant Steeple, and 


gliding along the gentle Stream, bring Us News of 
human Kind. 

Eſcaped from Man, and his buſy Walks, me- 
thinks, We are come to the Houſe of Tranquility. 
Such a deep, undiſturbed Compoſure reigns all 
around I—It is as if ſome auguſt Perſonage was 
making his Entrance, or ſome majeſtic Being was 


upon the Point to ſpeak, and all Nature ſtood fixed 


in attentiye Expectation. No Place better fitted ta 
cheriſh, or to inſpire, a contemplative Sedateneſs. 
Awful Solitude! How pleaſingly horrid is the 
Aſpe& of Things !—Before Us, are ſhaggy Rocks, 
and frowning Precipices, with broken Falls of Wa- 


ter, ER through the Cliffs. Unwrought, 
hoary 
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hoary Grottoes, ancient as the Deluge! Yawning, 
gloomy Caverns, where Fancy ſhudders, as ſhe en- 
ters | Around Us, are * the Trees of the LORD.“ 
Trees, which the Hand of the moſt HIGH hath 
planted, and which ſeem to be co-eval with the 
World. Who can forbear admiring their Simpli- 
city and Grandeur; the noble Plainneſs of their 
Verdure, and the prodigious Statelineſs of their 
Growth; their ſtupendous Bulk, and venerable 
Shades. 

What a Speck are our Gardens, and what a mere 
Dwarf are our Groves, compared with theſe un- 
_ confined, vaſt Plantations ?/—Here is none of your 
nice Exactneſs, but all is irregularly and wildly 
great. Here are no Traces of the Shears, nor any . 
Footſteps of the Spade, but the Handy-work of the 
DEITY is apparent in all. -Give me the Scenes, 
which diſdain the puny Aſſiſtance of Art, and are 
infinitely ſuperior to the low Toils of Man. Give 
me the Scenes, which ſcorn to bribe our Attention, 
with a little borrowed Spruceneſs of Shape; but, 
by their own native Dignity, command our Regard, 
I love the Proſpects, which, the Moment they are 
beheld, ſtrike the Soul with Veneration, or tranſ- 
port it with Wonder, which cry aloud, in the Ear 
of Reafon, Afcribe Ye Greatneſs unto our GOD *,— 
Such, I think, in a very eminent Degree, is the 
Foreſt; 

— — — High waving o'er the Hills, 

Or to the vaſt Horizon wide diffus'd, %* 

A boundleſs deep Immenſity of Shade. : 


Ap. Solomon's refined Genius ſecms to have been 


fond of the ſame Situation, and delighted with the 
; 114 ſame 


'* Deut. xxxii. 3, 
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ſame Objects. Therefore, at a grrat Expence, and 
in the moſt curious Taſte, He built The Houſe of the 
Poreft.—— Iſaiab's divine Imagination was charmed 
with the ſame grand Spectacle. More frequently, 
than any of the Prophets, He derives his Illuſtrati- 
ons from it. One} Compariſon I particularly re- 
member. Speaking of the Mirian King, and his 
military Forces, He likens them to ſuch an Aſſem- 
blage of Trees: numerous, as their amazing Multi- 
tudes; /rong, as their maſſy Trunks, Yet, nume- 
rous and potent as they were, they ſhould all be 
brought low, and laid in the Duſt. For behold the * 
LORD, the LORD of Hoſts ſhall lop the Bough 
with Terror, and the High Ones of Stature ſhall be 
hewn down, and the Haughty ſhall be humbled ; and he 
ſhall cut down the Thickets of his Foreſt with Iron, and 
Lebanon ſhall fall by a mighty One *. 
| N | Then 
d 35, 34. I this Prediction, concerning the De- 
ſtruction of dennacherib's Army, the Prophet is remarkably 
exact, and no leſs beautiful. — T High Ones of Stature; 

the Nobles and principal Officers. Who, amidſt all their 
grand Equipage and majeſtic Deportment, reſemble the 
moſt ſtately Trees. —7 he haughty Chiefs, proud of their 

paſt Victories; preſuming on future Conqueſts; and 
elated, in their own Imagination, like Cedars, towering 

, to the Skie:-— "Theſe ball be hrwn down from their Eleva- Ang. 


tion and Dignity. They all be humbled; deeply abaſed; Grou 
and reduced to Duſt and Worms. — And HE all cut down the 
the T hickets, the common Soldiers; not unlike the Shrubs Bong 
and Underwood of a Foreſt. A promiſcuous Multitude is ſey 
of People, who have no other Diſtinction, than that of Ay 
being arranged into Troops. — And Lebanon ; this gives by th 
Us a View of the Leaders and Soldiers united ; under a 
Arms ; and formed in Battle Array. In this View, they Cha 
appear formidable, and may ſeem invincible. Yet fall but f 
they fall by a Mighty One, The LORD, by a mighty the Cl: 


Angel 
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Then He paſſes, by a moſt beautiful Tranſition, 2 


to his darling 'T opic, the Redemption of Sinners, 
He gives Us, together with one of the fineſt Con- 
traſts * jimaginable, a View of the MESSIAH 
and his great Salvation, When all thoſe lofty Ce- 
dars are leveled with the Ground, there ſhall come a 
Rod, a ſingle, flender Twig ſhall ſpring from the 
Stem of Feſſe F Which, notwithſtanding its mean 
Original, and unpromiſing Appearance, ſhall rear 
its Head to the Skies, and extend its Shade to the 

Engs of the Earth. | 
Ther. You do well, Aſpafio, to recal my roving 
Thoughts. This magnificent Solitude had capti- 
vated my Imagination, and I was giving a Looſe to 
the uſual Sallies of my Fancy. But, with a will- 
ing Compliance, I turn to a more excellent Sub- 
jet. —Only I muſt aſſure you, that your Remark 
awakens a painful Idea in my Mind, though a joy» 
ful one in your own, For, my Hopes, which were 
once high and lifted up, are now too much like that 
devoted proſtrate Foreſt. vn | 
Aſp. My dear Theron, give me leave to ſay, they 
were never rightly founded, never built on the 
| Foun» 


Angel excelling in Strength, ſhall fell them to the 
Ground; ſhall deſtroy them eaſily and utterly—eaſily, as 
the Woodman, with his ſharpened Ax, /ops a ſingle 
Bough—utterly, as all the Twigs, when once the Trunk 
is ſevered from the Root, wither, decay, and die. 


This fine Contraſt, and that artful Tranſition, are 
by the injudicious Diviſion of the two Chapters, very 
much obſcured, if not quite loſt, to many Readers. The 
Chapters, I think, ſhould by no means be ſeparated; 
but, the tenth and the eleventh, as a Continuation of 
the ſame Prophecy, ſhould be united. 


+ Iſai. xi. 1. 


* 
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Foundation of the Goſpel, which, inſtead of di 
recting Us what to do, in order to obtain Accep- 
tance with G OD, ſets before Us all that is requi- 
fite for this great End, as already done and com- 
pleted by 7 ESU S CHRIST. Your Hopes were 
a mere Syſtem of Self- Dependence; and what you 
thought 


A Real Gad, 
 Nought elſe but Vanity miſunderſtood. 


They were, what Shakeſpear calls, the baſeleſs Fa- 
bric of a Viſion. Now the ſhadowy and tranſient. 
are vaniſhed, that ſolid Hopes and everlaſting Joys ; 
may ſucceed. Let them reſt on CHRIST, the oo 
infinitely glorious REDEEMER, and they ſhall 
never be overthrown, never be demoliſhed any 


more. 

Caſt a Look upon yonder Ivy, What can be Wy of 
more feeble ? It has not Strength enough to with- 
ſtand the ſlighteſt Blaſt. Nay, if left to itſelf, its for 


own Weight would cruſh it to the Earth. Yet, by 
twining around the Oak, how high it riſes, and 
how firm it ſtands! An Emblem of our State, and 
a Pattern for our Imitation. —So let Us, who in 
ourfelves are nothing, of ourſelves can do nothing, 
let us fly to CHRIST; rely on CHR IST; and, 
as Barnabas (that true Son of Conſolation) ſpeaks, 
cleave to the LORD FESUS CHRIST with full 
Purpoſe of Heart *, Let us determine to know no- 
thing, to deſire nothing, to depend on nothing, 
but FESUSCHRIST, and Him crucified. Let 
this be the Motto for our Faith, this the Language 
of 


Acts xi. 23. 


1 
ww 
1 
4 
[| 
Ai 
'Y 


r 


DIALOGUE XIX 507 


of our Souls; CHRIST is All, Then ſhall our 
Virtues, though hitherto ſmitten with a Blaſt, re- 
vive as the Corn. Then ſhall our Hopes, though 


in themſelves weaker than the Ivy, mount like the 
Cedars. ; 


Ther. You can hardly imagine, how a Senſe of 


Guilt and Unworthineſs oppreſſes my Mind. I am 
often diſcouraged, and cannot bring myſelf to be 
ſtedfaſt in Faith, or joyful through Hope. 

Ap. You cannot bring yourſelf, but GOD Al- 
mighty's Power, by the Grace of the Goſpel, can 
bring to paſs theſe deſirable Effects. And hear what 
the Prophet ſays farther, upon the charming To- 
pic which introduced our Diſcourſe. Whenever 


the eloquent 1/aiah undertakes to diſplay a Truth, 
He gives it all the Energy, all the Beauty, and every 


beightening Touch, which it is capable of receiv- 
ing.— This humble Shoot, ſpringing from the Stem 
of Feſſe, ſhall riſe to ſuch a Pitch of Elevation; 
that it ſhall be conſpicuous far and near, and fand 


for an Enſign of the People. It ſhall be ſeen, not 


like a Beacon on the Top of a Hill, by the /. 


raelites only, or the Natives of a ſingle Territory; 
but like the great Luminaries. of Heaven, ſhall be 
viſible in every Country, and by the whole inha- 
bited World.—To it ſhall the Gentiles ſeek ; not only 
from the remoteſt, but from the moſt barbarous and 
idolatrous Climes. Theſe, even theſe Perſons, 
though ſavage in their Nature, and deteſtable in 
their Manners, ſhall be freely admitted: Shall find 
Reſt and Refreſhment under his Shadow. Nay, 
the Refreſhment which He yields, and the Comfort 


which 
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which they receive, ſhall be not ſeaſonable only, 
but of ſovereign Efficacy; his Ref? ſhall be glorious *, 
ſhall be attended with perfect Security; ſhall be 
productive of every Good; and iſſue in everlaſting 
Joy. TR | 

From this we learn, that all the Bleflings of 
CHRIST's Mediation are deſigned for Gentiles ; 
for the moſt abandoned and moſt abominable Sin- 


— 


ners. — That they are ſo full and conſummace, as 


to create a Calm of Tranquility, a glorious R2f?, 


even in the moſt troubled, afflicted, guilty Con- 
ſciences.— And I dare challenge my Theron's miſ- 
giving Mind, to ſpecify any Want which is not 
ſupplied, any Grievance which is not redreſſed, by 
the Righteouſneſs of FESUS CHRIST. I for- 
merly encountered your Objections, let me now com- 
bat your Scruples, 


Ther. Sometimes, I have a dcep and diſtreſſing 
Conviction of my extreme Sinfulneſs.— Tis like a 
fore Burden, too heavy for me to bear — Tis like 
the vileſt Filth, and renders me odious to myſelf ; 
how much more lotheſome to the all-ſeeing Eye? 
It appears like a Debt of ten thouſand Talents, 
and I have nothing, no, not any thing to pay.— 
Then I experience, what the Pſalmi/t fo pathetical- 
ly laments ; My Sins have taken ſuch Hold upon me, 
that I am not able to look up : yea, they are more in 
Number than the Hairs of my Head, and my Heart 
is ready to fail; my Hopes are upon the Point to 


expire. 
Ap. 


® Iſai. xi. 10. 
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Ap. Then, Theron, fly to that juſt and righteous 9 
ONE, who is the Strength of our Hearts; the ; | 
U 


my oY 


Life of our Hopes ; and our Portion for ever. 

If Sin is a fore Burden ; look unto CHRIST, 
who bore it all, in his own Body on the Tree ; and 
removed, entirely removed that tremendous Load, | 
which would otherwiſe have-ſunk the whole World 0 

into the nethermoſt Hell.—If Sin renders us filthy ; | | 
| | 
| 


let Us have recourſe to that Blood of Sprinkling, 
which cleanſes, not from a few Stains only, but 
from all Guilt. By which the moſt defiled Tranſ- 
greſſors, become fair as the faireſt Wool; nay, 1 
whiter than the virgin Snows .—If Sin is a Debt +; bw 
ſubjecting Us to Wrath, and binding Us over | 
to Puniſhment; let Us confide in that gracious | 
| 


SURETY, who has taken the Debt upon Him- 
ſelf, and made it all his own. And not only fo 
but has paid it; paid it to the uttermoſt Farthing ; 
to the very laſt Mite. So that Juſtice itſelf can de- 
mand no more. : 1 


Let 


* Pſal. li. 7. | 1 
+ By theſe three Images, the P/almi/ diſplayythe A — 
rible Nature, and deſtructive Malignity of Sin; together 1 
with the free Grant and invaluable Worth of the For- | 
f 
| 


giveneſs, which is in CHRIST FE SUS. Bleſſed is be 
ah Tranſgreſſion, as an inſupportable Load, (Az) is 
bore or taken away ; whoſe Sin, as being the moſt abomi- 
nable Filth, (A) is covered ; unto whom the L OR D im- | 1 
puteth not (awrry Nh) that moſt ruinous of all Debts, Ju- 
quity.\t is plealing and inſtructive io obſerve the Vehe- | 
mence and the Ardour, with which the royal Penitent l 
ſpeaks on this favourite Topic. He breaks out with a | 
Kind of holy Abruptneſs, and pours his Soul in a Yartery 
of the warmeſt Expreſſions. As one who thought, he | ' | 
could not poſſibly enter upon the Subject es /oon, or 
dwell upon it 4% Jong. Pal, xXx. 1, 2. 


"ws. 


" 
| 
: 
, - 
| : 
1 
4 
2 


| £16 DIALOGUE ws 
Let me confirm and illuſtrate this comfortable ; Blo 


Truth, by a ſcriptural Similitude. No Similitudes 66 
are more exact, and none ſs ſtriking. I have (not —] 
you, by your penitential Exerciſes; but I, by my ties 
free Grace have) blotted out as a thick Cloud your lapſ 
Tranſgreſſions, and as Cloud your Sins *, A little is p 
while ago, the whole Expanſe of yonder Sky was free 
covered with Clouds. Nothing could more ftrong- fron 
ly repreſent” a Multitude of Corruptions beſieging at t 
the Heart, and a Multitude of Iniquities overſpread- tarn 
ing the Life. — But where is, now, that immenſe A 
Arrangement of gloomy Vapours ? The Sun has F Nat 
ſtione them, and the Wind has ſwept them, clean Wt 
away. There are none, neither great nor ſmall, eth 
remaining. From one End of the wide extended 
Hemiſphere to the other, we ſee nothing but the 
clear and beautiful Blue of the Firmament. So, the ! 
faith the SPIRIT of GOD, to the Sinner that Asa, 
believes, ſo totally is your Guilt, however hor- eiful 
rid and enormous, done away through the dying po 
FESUS. - Le 
Ther. It is not poſfible to conceive, nor will the | « Bo 
whole Creation afford, a more exquilitely fine Com- a 
pariſon. Nothing can ſo emphatically deſcribe the q _ 
moſt prodigious Multitude, entirely - obliterated, preve 
without the /za/? Trace of their former 2 * thi 
When a Stain is taken from our Garments, the . 2 
Defilement is removed, but the fine native Gloſs | 10 — 
never returns. When a Wound is healed in our * aw: 
Fleſh, the Gaſh is cloſed up, but ſome Blemiſh or 1 
Scar always remains. Whereas, when a Cloud is * 
bruſhed away from the Sky, not only the tranſient a 878 
> e Blot to the 
repreſe 


* Iſai. xliv. 22. 


Blot diſappears, but the delicate Expanſe, the © liv. 
* ing Sapphire,“ is as gloſſy and brilliant as ever +. 
But I am not only chargeable. with paft Iniqui- 
ties; I am alſo liable to daily Miſcarriages. I re- 
lapſe into Sin; and when I would do Good, Evil 
is preſent with me. —Nay; my beſt Hours are not 
free from ſinful Infirmities, nor my beſt Duties 
from ſinful Imperfe&ions. Which, like a Worm 
at the Core of the Fruit, eat away the Vigour, and 
tarniſh the Beauty of my Services. 


Aſp. Becauſe through the Frailty of your mortal 


Nature, You cannot always ſtand upright ; becauſe 
even the t Man falleth daily, and daily contract- 
eth Defilement ; therefore a Fountain is opened far 


Sin 


+ There ſeems to be an Exactneſs and a Delicacy in 
the Prophet's . 1 which neither Theres nor 


 A/pafio have obſerved. The GradationT mean, the beau- 


tiful and comfortable Gradation, in the Senſe of thoſe 
Words, aw 2». Which, I think, ſhould be tranſlated 
Nubes, Nubecula; as a thick Cloud, yea, as a thix Cloud: 

Left Unbelief ſhould object to the firſt Clauſe; * 
4 Body of thick Clouds, diffuſed over the whole Sky, is 
« a ſullen and obſtinate Thing. It fits deep; hangs hea- 
« yy; and will not eaſily yield, either to the Sun, or to 
« the Wind.” The LORD is pleaſed to anticipate and 


prevent the Objection, by adding; Iwill lot out, as a 


te thin Cloud, thy Tranſereſſions. Be they ever ſo nume- 
« rous, before my unbounded Grace, and the infinite 
«« Merits of thy SAVIOU R's Death, they ſhall be as 
the Morning. Cloud (Hof. vi. 4.) which ſoon paſſeth 
« away; they ſhall be as the detached Cloud (Gex. ix. 14. 
«« 15, Heb. Bib.) which the gentleſt Gale diſlodges from 
« the Firmament.“ | 

See Ho. xiii, 3. where the Word jay makes one, in 
a Group of the tineſt Images, that ever were exhibited 
to the Eye of the Mind. Fineft and moſt pictureſque, to 
repreſent an unſtable, tranſitory, vaniſhing Condition. 
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Sin and for Uncleanneſs . The Blood and Atone- 
ment of CHRIST are compared to a heavenly 
Fountain. In which polluted Sinners may waſh 
daily, waſh hourly ; and be conſtantly, perfectly 
clean,—A Ciftern may fail; may be broken or ex- 
hauſted. But it is the Property of a real Fountain, 
never to be dried up, always to yield its Waters. 
Such is the Efficacy of CHRIST's Death! Not 
to be diminiſhed by univerſal and by inceſſant Uſe. 
It removes the Iniquity of the Land . It takes away 
the Sin of the Warld 4. It is new, for our Applica- 
tion, every Morning; new, for this bleſſed Pur- 
poſe, every Moment, On which Account, it 
makes complete Proviſion for our Cleanſing, our 
Reſtoration and our Comfort. — Aboliſhing our 
daily, hourly, momentary Miſcarriages, as tho- 
roughly, as theſe Sun-beams overcome and diſſipate 
the Shades of Night. —Efpecially, as this Blood is 
not only ſovereign in its Virtue, and always free 
for our Approach, but is ever pleaded by a great 
HIGH-PRIEST in our Behalf. Therefore, the 
inſpired Caſuiſt direts Us to this Source of Conſo- 
lation, under all the Upbraidings of Conſcience, 
and amidſt all the Remains of inbred Depravity. 
If any Man fin, We have an Advocate with the FA. 
THER, JESUS CHRIST the Righteous, and 
He is the Propitiation for our Sins F. 

Me; St. John reckons Himſelf in the Number of 
thoſe frail offending Creatures, who ſtand in need 
of CHRIST, as a perpetual Interceſſor. This 
is written, not to encourage Us in the Commiſſion 

| | : of 


ech. xi. 1. + Zech. in. 9. 1 ohn i. 29. 
9 John ü. i. 
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of Sin z but that We may be the leſs diſcouraged, 
under a Senſe of our Infirmities.-We have; not 
We poflibly may, but We actually have. A Soul 
burdened with Guilt, cannot be ſatished, cannot 
be eaſed, with a bare Perhaps. It is therefore po- 
ſitively affirmed; as a Matter of eſtabliſhed Cer- 
tainty; of which We ſhould. not admit a Doubt. 
We have for our Advocate, not a mean Perſon, but 
HIM who received an illuftrious Teſtimony from 
the moſt excellent Glory, This is my beloved S ON. 
Not a guilty Perſon, who ſtands in need of Pardon 
for Himſelf, but FESUS CHRIST, the divine- 
ly, the ſupremely, the only righteous One. Not 
a mere Petitioner,' who relies upon Liberality or 
Mercy ; but who has merited, fully merited what- 
ever He aſks, in Behalf of his Clients. Being the 
Propitiation for our Sins; having paid our Ranſom, 
and purchaſed our Peace.-In conſequence of which, 
He claims rather than aſks our renewed, our irrevo- 
cable Forgiveneſs— This He claims, not from an 
unrelenting Judge, but from his FATHER and 
our FATHER—And can ſuch a Plea meet with a 
Repulſe? Can ſuch an Advocate miſcarry in his 
Suit ?—lIf the Prophets of old were reckoned, The 
Chariot of Iſrael, and the Horſemen thereof t; be- 

| cauſe, 


® 2 Pet. i. 2. 

+ 2 Kings ii. 12. xiii. 14. There is a peculiar Beauty, 
and moſt appoſite Significancy, in this prowerbial Say- 
ing, as uſed by the antient /rae/ites. Horſes and Chariots 
| were deemed, in thoſe Ages, the principal Strength of 
the Battle, the moſt formidable Apparatus of War. Of 
theſe the //-aelites were entirely deſtitute. Their GOD 
had expreſly forbidden them to multiply Horſes ; and 
We never read of their bringing any conſiderable Num- 

Vor. III. K ber 
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cauſe, like their Anceſtor Jacob, they had Power 
with G OD, and prevailed in Prayer: O! what a 
Defence, what a Security, is the ſublimely excel- 
lent, and ever-preyailing Interceflion of FESUS 

CHRIST! "TY 
“ Your Services, You complain, are tarniſhed 
« and deſectiye. Then, my dear Friend, re- 
nounce them in Point of Confidence; and gladly 
receive, cordially embrace, the all- perſect Righte- 
ouſneſs of your LORD.—The Law makes nothing 
perfect. Your own Conformity to its Precepts, can 
never fit You for Heaven, never give You Peace of 
Conſcience. Hither if We look for any of theſe de- 
firable Bleſſings; We are like thoſe Travelers, who 
look for the Fruits of Eden in the Deſarts of Arabia. 
But our LORD JESU CHRIST, by one 
.Oblatian, has perfetied for ever, them that are ſancti- 

ed. 

5 By the Oblation of Himſelf; which was grand, in- 
conceivably great, and of infinite Efficacy ; being en- 
nobled by all the Glories of the GODHEA D.— 
On which Account, it needed no Repetition; it was 
incapable of any Augmentation it is all-ſufficient, 
though but One. - By this immenſely efficacious Sa- 
crifice He hath perfected. What are We to under- 
ſtand by this Expreſſion ? The Epiſtle to the Coloſ- 
ſians informs Us. He hath rendered them unblame- 
able and unreproveable in his Sight. To be free from 
Blame; without any Cauſe of juſt Reproof; charge- 
| able 


ber of Cavalry into the Field. —But, ſo long as they en- 
Joyed the Preſence of their Prophets, they wanted not 

is Armof Fleſh, They had more than an Equivalent 
for Squadrons of Horſe, and Chariots of Iron, in the fer- 
went, the effettual Prayers gf thoſe holy Men of G OD, 
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able with no Failure; Is not this a State of Perfec- 


tion ? And this, not merely befote a human or an- 
gelic Serutiny, but in hir Sight ; befote that all- pe- 
netrating Eye, which ſearcheth the Hearts; befbrt 
that "oft pure Eye, Which cannot betiold Iniqui- 
ty.— This Perfection, effected by our RE DE EM. 
E R's Satisfaction, is not barely for a Day, or a Sea- 
ſon; it knows no Intermiffion; it continues for ever. 
Not like the green Hue, which vernal Suns have 
imparted to theſe Herbs and Plafts; but like the 
blue Luſtte, which the Almighty Fiat gave to yon- 
der Expanſe of the Skies, 

Ther. What meaneth the following Expreſſion? 
 Methinks; that damps my Hopes. If I ſhould not 
be in the Number of the Sanctified, this Text 
ſpeaks no Comfort to me. 

Aſp. Thoſe that are ſanctiſied, ſays an eminent 
Critic, ſignify thoſe who are endued with the evan- 
gelical Sanctifieation . Which conſiſts in the Ho- 
lineſs, the Obedience, the Death of CHRIST, 
imputed to them, and received by Faith. Whiere- 
by, they are cleanſed from all their Filthineſs, and 
conſtituted righteous in the Preſence of GOD. 
It is pretty evident, that the Apoſtle cannot intend 
the Righteouſneſs of Works, or inherent Holinefs ; 
becauſe that is always imperfett. Of that, David 
cries out, in the Language of. Deſpondency, Enter 
not into N with thy Servant. And affigns 


this Reaſon for his Requeſt ; In thy Sight, and in 


this Reſpect, no Man living hall be juſtified, or found 
perfect. No; nothing can claim that Character 
before HIM who dwelleth in Light inacceſſible, 
but only the Work, the Sufferings, the Rightcouſ 


K k 2 neſs. 
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neſs of CHRIST. Theſe therefore, and thefe 
only, can make the Comers thereunta perfect, 

I have ſomewhere ſeen, painted upon a flat Sur- 
face, an aukward and diſagreeable Countenance. 
Nothing was regular; nothing graceful ; but every 
Feature diſproportionate. Yet this very Face, re- 
flected from a cylindrical Mirror, has put off its 
Deformity; the Lineaments were reformed and 
well adjuſted ; Symmetry connected every Part, 


and Beauty ſmiled throughout the Whole.—Like 


the former our Virtues appear, when compared with 


the immaculate Purity of GOD, or the ſublime 


Perfection of his Law. But they acquire the Ami- 
ableneſs of the latter, when preſented to the F A- 
T HER by our divine MEDIATOR; when 


recommended by his moſt precious Oblation; and 


accepted in the BELOFED *, 

Milton, taking his Hint from the Revelation of 
St. John, repreſents our great HIGH-PRIEST, 
in this glorious and delightful Attitude. Repreſents 
Him, offering up the Sypplications and penitential 

Duties 


* They, the Perſons and Performances of frail Men, 
ſhall come up with Acceptance on mine Altar, ſaith the 
LORD. Ifai. Ix. 7.—W hich is explained by St. Peter's 
Comment; Te are an holy Priefthood, to offer up ſpiritual 


Sacrifices, acceptable unto GOD by JESUS CHRIST, 


1 Pet. ii. 5. And ſtill farther aſcertained by St. Paul's 
Practice. Who, when He addreſſes the MAJESTY 
of Heaven with any Petition, or preſents the Tribute of 
Praiſe, r not to do either the one or the Other, 
but on the appointed Altar, or in the bleſſed ME DIA- 
TOR's Name. Becauſe, ſecluded from this grand Re- 
commendation, they would be offenfive to the awful ] E- 
HOVAH, as Smoke in his Noſtrils;“ accompanied 
with * they are acceptable, ** as the ſweet ſmelling In- 
© cenie. 
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Duties of our firſt Parents; purifying and perfume 
ing them with the Incenſe of his own Merits; and 
thus interceding before the Throne. 


Sec, FATHER |! what firft Fruits on Earth are 
ſprung 

From thy implanted Grace in Man! Theſ Sigbs, 

And Prayers, which in this golden Cenſer mix d 

With Incenſe, I thy PRIEST before Thee bring. 

— Now therefore bend thine Ear 

To Supplication ; hear his Sigbs though mute ! 

Unſtilful with what Words to pray, let ME 

Interpret for Him; ME his Advocate 

And Propitiation. All his Works on MR, © 

Good, or not good, ingraft : MY Merit thoſe 

Shall perfect; and for theſe MY Death ſhall pay *. 


The Poet's Words are very emphatical, Yet 
Words can no more expreſs the Prevalence of our 
LORD's Negotiation, than the Picture of the 
Sun can diffuſe its Splendor, or convey its Warmth. 
— Though our poor Performances are rendered ac- 
ceptable by, this prevailing Interceſſor; let Us 
never forget, that His Works, ſupremely righte- 
ous and incomparably excellent, are the Cauſe of 
our Salvation. By his Works, I am juſtified : by 
his Works, I am ſaved. They are my Plea ; and can 
there be a more ſubſtantial one? They are my Boaſt ; 
and can there be a more rational one? 


Ther. When I lock on myſelf, and my religious 
Obligations, I find, that my ſpiritual Wants are 
many, I have many Duties to diſcharge, and 

K k 3 many 
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many Temptations to withſtand, - I have many 
Corruptions to mortify, and many Graces to cul- 
tivate, Vet have I no Stock, and np Strength of 
my own. 

Aſp. 1 rejoice, that my Theron is ſenſible of his 
own Indigence. The good LORD keep Us 
both, in this Reſpect as little Children; whoſe 
whole Dependence is upon their Nurſe's Care, or 
their Parent's Bounty! Then may we, having ſuch 
a Senſe of our Poverty, and having a great HIG H- 
PRIEST over the Houſe of GOD, come boldly 
to the Throne of Grace, We may apply, through 
the Righteouſneſs of FESUS CHRIST, for 
all needful Succour, and for. every deſirable Bleſſ- 
ing, If Solomon could fay; LORD, remember 
David, and all his Trouble. If Maſes could fay ; 
LORD, remember Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob thy 
Servants, How much more confidently may toe ſay; 
« LORD, remember FESUS, the Son of thy 
« Love! Remember FESUS, and all his Suffer- 
« ings; FESUS and all his Merits. Shall they 
e be ſent empty away, who have their SAVFOUR's 
« Obedience and Death to plead ?*—No verily. 
Though they are altogether unworthy in them- 
ſelves, yet worthy is the LAMB that was lain, 


for whoſe Sake their Petitions ſhould be granted, 


and their every Neceſſity ſupplied. 

Let me repeat to you a moſt beautiful and en- 
couraging Portion of Scripture. Which you may 
look upon, under all your Wants, as Charte Blanche 
put into your Hand by G OD all- ſufficient. It 
gives You full Liberty, to aſk what You need; 
and good Ground, to expect what You aſk. Hav- 
ing therefore, Brethren, Boldneſs to enter into the 

| 4 Hilieft 
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Holift by the Blood of FESUS; by a new and liu- 
ing Way which he has conſecrated for Us, through the 
Veil, that is to ſay, his Fleſh; And having an HIGH. 
PRIEST over the Houſe of GOD; let us draw 
.near with a trite Heart, in full Affarance of Faith x. 
The Apoſtle, in this Place, and throughout this 
whole Epiſtle, alludes to the Mofaic Ordinances; 
in order to ſhew, that the Privileges of the Chrifian 
Diſpenſation, were typehed by, yet are greatly ſu- 
perior to, thoſe of the Fewifh.—Among the Fes, 
none but the High-Prieft was permitted to fet 4 
Foot within the Holy of Holies; and He, only on 
the folemn Day of Expiation. Whereas, all r 
tians are allowed to enter into the immediate Pre- 
ſence of the moſt High GOD; may have the 
neareſt Acceſs to HIM, who dwells in' the Heaven 
of Heavens; and this, not once in the Year only, 


but at all Times, and on all Occaſtons. «The 


High-Prieſt never made that awful Approach, but 
with the Blood of a ſlaughtered Animal. We have 
Blood of infinitely richer Value, to atone for our 
Failings, and recommend our Addreſſes; even 
the Blood of the . crucified 7 ESUS.—Aaron en- 
tered! through the Veil of the Temple; a Way, 
which was ſoon to become antiquated, and fot ever 
to be aboliſhed. Vie enter by à far more noble 
Way; by the Fleſh of our bleſſed REDEEMER; 
given as a propitiatory : Sacrifiee for our Sins, 
Which Way is both Fw and /ving); ſuch as never 
waxes old, will ſubfiſt to the End of Time, and 
leads to eternal Life. Truſting in this -Sarifice, 
and entering by this Way, which are conſecrated 
on Purpoſe for our Uſe, We may not only draw 


K ET | near, 


| © Heb. x. 19, 20, 21, 22. 
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near, but draw near with Boldneſs, with an humble 


filial Confidence; and preſent our Supplications 
with Aſſurance of Faith — with full Aſſurance of 
Faith. | | 
How ſtrong is the Contraſt, and how fine the 
Gradation ! How precious the Doctrine, and how 
free the Privilege ! What ſhall we fear, if we be- 
lieve this Doctrine? What can we lack, if we im- 
prove this Privilege ?—And' why ſhould We not 
believe the former, why ſhould We not improve 
the latter? Since they both are founded, not on any 
excellent Endowments, not on any recommending 
Actions of our own, but purely, ſolely, entirely on 
the Blood of FESUS CHRIST. 

Ther, There may come Seaſons of Deſertion, 
when all Graces are languid if not dead: When 
the Light of GOD's Countenance is ſuſpended, 
if not turned into Darkneſs: and the Man is more 
like a'lifeleſs Log, than a zealous Chriſtian. Theſe 
Frames of Mind I have heard mentioned, and I 
begin to know ſomething of them by Experience. 

Ap. Then Theron, when you walk in Darkneſs, 
awd ſee no Light of ſenſible Comfort, truſl in the 
Name, the unchangeable Grace, of the LORD; 
and flay upon the Righteouſneſs, the conſummate 
Righteouſneſs, of your. GOD®, This, you ſee, 
is not barely my Advice, but the Direction of an 
infallible Guide. — This agrees alſo with the Cha- 
racer of a real Ghri/tian, as it is moſt exactly drawn 
by an unerring Pen. rejoice in 3 
JE SUS, and have no Confidence in the Fleſh'+ ; 

Reliance 


© Tſai. 1. 10. 
+ Phil. iii. 3. Exadtly drawn—Perhaps, there is no 
Where extant a ine, a more complete, or ſo lively a 
Picture 
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Reliance on any Thing of our own, eitRer for pre- 
ſent Joy, or future Glory. What CHRIST 
has done, is that which pleaſes GOD, What 
CHRIST has done, is that which quiets our 
Conſciences, and chears our Hearts, It is the 
glorious Robe of AIs Righteouſneſs, which covers 
our Sins, and adorns our Perſons; which renders 
Us completely and eternally righteous before GOD 
himſelf : and gives Us a ſure, an unalienable Title 
to the Bleſſedneſs of Heaven. 

To rely on the Elevation of our Spirits, or the 
Enlargement of our Devotion is like building our 
Houſe upon the Ice. Which may abide for a Sea- 
ſon; but, upon the firſt Alteration of Weather, 
ceaſes to.be a Foundation, and becomes Water that 
runneth apace, Whereas, to derive out Conſolation 
from the MEDIATOR's Righteouſneſs, and 
JEHOVAH's Faithfulneſs, is to build our 
Edifice upon the Rock : which may not be removed, 
but flandeth faſt for ever. The former of theſe, 
even amidſt all our Changes, is invariably the ſame. 
The latter, notwithſtanding all our Unworthineſs, 
is inviolably ſure, Therefore, the Fruit of that 

Righteouſ- 


Pidture of the true Chriſtian. *Tis in Miniature, I own: 
but it comprehends all the mafter Lines, and every diftin- 
puiſhing Feature. We are they, who Worſhip GOD in the 
Spirit; with the ſpiritual Homage of a renewed Heart; 
with Faith, Love, Reſignation. And rejoice in CHRIST 
FESUS; in Him look for all our Acceptance with 
GOD ; from Him derive all the Peace of our Minds 


and on Him place all the Hope of our final Felicity, 


And have no Confidence in the Fleſh; or any Thing what- 
ever, that ſeemed excellent in Man. Renouncing our- 
ſelves, in every View, as unprofitable Servants ; diſ- 
claiming all our own Works and Attainments, as de- 
ſective Services. 


of 
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Righteouſneſs is Peace, and the E+# of this Faith- 
fulneſs is, if not rapturous Joy, yet Quietneſi and 


Aſſurance for ever *, 
So that when it is Winter in my Soul, and there 


lies a Dearth on all my ſenſible Delights, I would 
ſtill fay with the Pfalmiſt; «© hy art thou fo diſ 
« qureted, O my Soul? CHRIST is the fame a- 
« midſt all thy Derelictions. He is a green Fir- 
« Tree +, which never lofes its Verdure. Under 
« his Shadow Thou may'ſt always find Repoſe. 


« We have Peace with GOD, not becauſe. 


&« We feel this or that holy Emotion in our Breafts : 
& not becauſe We are conſcious of any Differ- 
«ence, between Ourſelves and the moſt flagitious 
% of Mankind. But becauſe FZSUS is the 
„% CHRIST, and has fulfilled all Righteouſneſs 
in our Stead. We. may not always be fervent 
« jn Spirit. We may not always be free from 
4 vile Affections. But his Merit and Atonement 
& are always mighty to fave. They conſtitute an 
« everlaſting and infinite Baſis for our Juſtifica- 
« tion. The Promiſes' of GO, through his 
44 


Mediation, are Jed aud amen ; are unqueſti- 
= bi 


* Iſai. xxxii. 17. -+ Hol. xiv. 

t 2 Cor. i. 20. Jea and Amen —Yea ; that is, our own. 
When a, poor Man preſents: a Petition, and his rich 
Friend: anſwers, Tea; the Favour is granted; the Gift 
becomes his own. — Amen; ſure to be performed. The 
Word fignifies Truth or Faithfulne/s. Implying, that 
the Promiſes are as certain as Truth can make them; 
as much to be depended' on, as Faithfulneſs itſelf. — All 
this ia CHRIST JESUS. Not by Virtue of any 

Works, or on Condition of any Worthineſs in Us, 
ut wholly. on Account of CHRIST JESUS-of his 
ineſtimable Blood, and everlaſting Righteouſneſs, 
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& qnably and irrevocably ours; are, amidſt all 
« Circumſtances, and under the deepeſt Deſertion, 
6% ours.” 

Ther. *Tis very probable, I may meet with 
Aftifions ; Death in my Family, or Diſeaſe in 
my Perſon.- Difappointments may fruſtrate my 
Deſigns. Providence may wear a frowning As- 
pect; as though the LORD had a Controverſ 

with his ſinful Creature, and was cauſing Him 
to poſſeſs the Iniquities of his Youth, And what 

will be ſufficient to ſupport and to chear, in ſuch a 
gloomy Hour * ? 

Aſp. The Righteouſneſs of CHRIST.—An 
Ambaſſador from the Spaniſh Court was once extol- 
ling, at a prodigious Rate, the Magnificence and 
Glory of his Sovereign. He ſet about proving his | 
Superiority to all other Monarchs, by running over 
a lang Catalogue of Countries, Provinces, and 
States ſubject to his Dominion. An Envoy from 
the French King being preſent, replied to each of 
theſe petty Titles, France! France! never varying 
his Anſwer, but ſtill repeating the Word France. 
Thereby repreſenting this one Monarchy, as more 
than equivalent to all thoſe inconſiderable Prin- 
cipalities. — With unſpeakably greater Propriety 
may I conſtantly reiterate, The Righteouſneſs ! The 
Righteouſneſs ! The incomprehen/ibly glorious Righteouſe 


The Sufficiency of CHRIST's Righteouſneſs, 
to anſwer all theſe important and delightful. Ends, is 
excellently diſplayed: in Mr. RawLin's Sermons, en- 
titled CHRIST the Righteouſne/s of his People. In which —_— 
the Public have ſeen the grand and amiable Eſſentials of 4 

; 
, 
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the Goſpel, delivered in Maſculine Language; defended 


by nervous Reaſoning; and animated with a lively De- 
vouon. 
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neſs of FESUS CHRIST! as a moſt fatisfac- 
tory Anſwer to all Complaints; as a moſt ſolid 
Support under all Troubles; and as more than equal 
to all our Wants. 
Nothing is ſo ſovereign, to calm our Fears, and 
remove all Apprehenſions of the divine Wrath. 
Apprehenſions of the divine Wrath, would draw 
the Curtains of Horror around our ſick Beds, and 
throw upon our languiſhing Eye-lids the Shadow 
of Death *. But a believing Improvement of the 
imputed Righteouſneſs clears up the mournful Scene, 
and takes away the Sting of Tribulation. 
Attending to this great Propitiation, the Sufferer 
fees his Sins forgiven, and his G OD reconciled. 
From whence be concludes, that the ſevereſt Af. 
flictions are only fatherly Corrections; ſhall not 
exceed his Ability to bear; and ſhall aſſuredly ob- 
tain a gracious Iſſue. He can fetch Comfort from 
that chearing Word, 7 will be with him in Trouble : 
and expe& the Accompliſhment-of that moſt con- 
ſolatory Promiſe, I will deliver Him, and bring him 
to Honour +.—Theſe Supports have enabled the 
Saints, to kiſs the Rod, and bleſs the Hand, which 
chaſtiſed them. To poſleſs their Souls, not in Pa- 
tience only, but in Thankfulneſs alſo. While they 
have looked inward, and diſcerned their abſolute 
Need of theſe bitter but ſalutary Medicines : Have 


hooked upward, and beheld the Cup in a moſt wiſe 


- -* Alluding to that Deſcription of Tribulation, and 
Anguiſh, which, I believe, no Perſon of Senſibility 
can read without ſhuddering; My Face is foul with 
Weeping, and on my Eye-lids is the Shadow of Death, 
Job xvi. 16. | 

* + Pſal. xci. 15. 


; 
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and tender PHYSICIAN's Hand: Have look- 
ed forward, with a joyful Hope, to that better 


World; where GOD will wipe away all Tears 


from their Eyes, and there ſhall be no more Sor - 
row, nor any more Pain. 


Wer. The laſt Occaſion of Need is the trying 


Hour of Death, and the tremendous Day of Fudg- 
ment. Will this Righteouſneſs carry Us, with Safe- 
ty, through the darkſome Valley ; and preſent Us, 
with Acceptance, at the dreadful Tribunal? 

Aſp. It will: It will. — This filences all the 
Curſes of the Law, and diſarms Death of every 
Terror, To believe in this Righteouſneſs, is to 
meet Death at our SAVIOUR's Side: or, ra- 
ther, like good old Simeon, with the SAVIOUR 


in our Arms.,——They overcame, ſays the beloved 


Diſciple; they overcame the laſt Enemy, not by 
natural Fortitude, or philoſopkic Reſolution, but 
by the Blood of the LAMB . By that grand 
Price of Redemption, which coſt the REDEE M- 
ER every Drop of his Blood : which delivers 
Sinners from the Wrath to come, and entitles 
them to the incorruptible Inheritance, 

I know, adds the Heroic Apoſtle, whom I have 
believed +; I am aſſured, that my FESUS is in- 
finitely faithful, and will not deſert me ; that his 
Ranſom is abſolutely ſufficient, and cannot deceive 
me. Therefore, with a holy Bravery, He bids De- 
fiance to Death ; or rather, triumphs over it, as a 
vanquiſhed Enemy ; Thanks be to GOD who giveth 
Us the Viftory tbrougb our LORD FESUS 
CHRIST + /—Nay, through the victorious Effi- 


cacy 


Rev. xii. 11. + 2 Tim. i. 12. f 1 Cor. xv. 57. 
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eacy of CHRIST Propitiation, Death is ours 63 
not our Foe, but our Friend and Deliverer. We 


But 


may number it among our Treaſures z and * g 
ſatished, That to die, is Gain. * 
What? Though our Fleſh ſee Cortaption | v 
Though this Body, vile at preſent, de made viler th 
ſtill, by dwelling amidſt Worms, and mouldering th 
in the Duſt; yet through HIS Righteouſneſs, who : qu 
is the Reſurrection and the Life, it ſhall ſhake off | nl, 

the Diſhonours of the Grave: It ſhall riſe to a new 
and illuſtrious State of Exiſtence : It ſhall be made | 
like the glorious and immortal Body of our triumph- be 
[ ant LORD.—lIf the Body be fo refined, ſo ex- der 
. alted ; what will be the Dignity, what the Per- lat; 
4 fection, of the Soul! Or rather, of Soul and Body ſuf 
4 both, when they are happily and indiffolubly united, ſiſte 
= at the Reſurrection of the Juft ?—Shall they have ters 
= any thing to fear, when the Judgment is ſet, and can 
4 the Books are opened ? Tis probable there will be 7 
; q | no Accuſation, tis certain there is no Condenmmation, hort 
1 to them that are in CHRIST FESUS 4. Who Fl 
= ſhall lay any Thing to their Charge? 7 is GOD 4, 
| —not Man, or Angel, or any Creature, but GOD ſant 
8H that juſtifies them. The GOD whoſe Law was all tl 
=_ broke, the GOD to whom Vengeance belongeth, nel 
> He Himfelf pronounces them innocent, becauſe their Whe 
= Iniquities have been laid upon CHRIST; He as dy 
| Himſelf pronounces them righteous, becauſe they ficati 
| are intereſted in the Obedience of their RE DEE M- be in 
| | ER; on theſe Accounts, He Himſelf pronounces in He 
| | them bleſſed, and gives them an abundant Entrance of G 
3 into the Joy of their LORD. Blood 


„ x Cor. Ui. 22. + Rom. viii. r. 
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But what can expreſs, or who can imagine their 
Happineſs, when they take up their Abode, in the 
Palaces of Heaven ; amidſt the Choirs of Angels; 
and under the Light of GOD's Countenance ! 
When they poſſeſs the Hope of Righteouſneſs * ; when 
they wear the Crown of Righteouſneſs ; and receive 


that great, that eternal Salvation, which is an ade 


quate Recompence for the Humiliation and Ago- 
nies of FESUS CHRIST the righteous f. 


Come then, my dear Theron, let Us henceforth 
be as Branches, ingrafted into the heavenly VINE ; 
derive all our Sap, all our Moifture, all our Conſo- 
lation, from his Fulneſs. Let Us live upon our all- 
ſufficient REDEEMER, as the J/az/ites ſub- 


ſiſted on their Manna from Heaven, and their Wa- 


ters from the Rock ; and not wiſh for other, as we 
cannot poſſibly enjoy better Suſtenance. 

Ther, Is this the Meaning of our LORD's Ex- 
hortation, when he ſhews the Neceſſity of eating his 
Fleſh, and drinking his Blood ? 

Aſp. Tis the very ſame. A repeated and incef- 
ſant Application of our SAVIOUR's Merits for 
all the Purpoſes of Piety and Salvation, is the Ker- 
nel of this Nut, the Meaning of this Metaphor,— 
den we babitually advert to FESUS CHRIST, 
as dying for our Sins, and riſing again for our Juſti- 
fication ; performing all Righteouſneſs, that we may 
be intitled to an eternal Crown; and interceding 
in Heaven, that we may be filled with all the Fulneſs 
of GOD: Then we eat his Fleſh, and drink his 
Blood. — When We habitually advert to FESUS 


CHRIST, 


Gal. v. 5. + 2 Tim. iv. 8, ft 1 John ii. 1. 
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CHRIST, as entirely aboliſhing all our Guilt ; 
making us whiter than Snow, by his moſt precious 
Blood; and, through his tranſcendently noble Obe- 
dience, preſenting Us unblameable before GOD. 
Then we derive a Life of ſolid Comfort, and real 
Godlineſs, from his mediatorial Offices; juſt as we 
derive the Continuance of our natural Life, from 
the daily Uſe of alimehtary Recruits, 

Ther. Your Diſcourſe brings to my Remembrance 
that magnificent and- beautiful Paſſage in Scripture, 
where CHRIST is called TR Sun or RiGcn- 
 TEOUSNESS, Your Doctrine ſets the Compariſon 
in a very advantageous Light ; gives it the utmoſt 
Force, and the greateſt Propriety. The Righteouſ- 
neſs of CHRIST, according to your Account, is 
as extenſively uſeful in the Chri/tian Life, as the 
Beams of that grand Luminary are in the material 
World.—The Sun fills the Air; where it ſheds 


the Light, and pours the Day,—The Sun penetrates . 


the Ocean ; from whence it exhales Vapours, and 
forms the Clouds, —In the vegetable Creation, the 
Sun raiſes the Sap, and protrudes the Gems; un - 
folds the Leaves, and paints the Bloſſom ; diſtends 
the Fruit, and concocts the Juices.—Turn we to 
the animal Word; the Sun lends Sight to every 
Eye, and awakens Myriads of Inſects into Being. 
It diffuſes thoſe reviving Rays, in which all Nature 
baſks and diſpenſes that general Smile, in which 
every ſenſible Creature exults. Indeed, its benign 
Agency is univerſal. There is nothing hid from the 

Heat thereof. 
Ap. Thus the LORD FESUS CHRIST, 
that true and only Sun of Righteouſneſs, ariſes on his 
People 
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People with Healing in his Wings *. So various, ſo 
efficacious, and ſo extenſive are his Influences. Like 
a Sun, He enlightens and enlivens : like #ings, He 
cheriſhes and protects: like a Remedy, He heals and 
reſtores. And all, by virtue of his Righteouſneſs, 
on account of his Righteouſneſs. Nor can We doubt, 
nor need We wonder, if We conſider its Nature 
and its Author. Its Nature; it is ſupremely excel- 
lent, has every Kind, and every Degree of Perfec- 
tion. Its Author ; it is the Righteouſneſs and Obe- 
dience of that ſublime PERSON, in whom dwells 
all the Fulneſs of the GODHEAD. 

It muſt therefore—Y ou will permit me to ſum up 
in a Word, what has been diſplayed at large—It 
muſt be fully anſwerable to the Demands of the Law, 
even in its higheſt Purity, and utmoit Exactneſs.— 
It is infinitely ſuperior to the Demerit of Sin, and 
entirely abſolves from all Guil:, entirely exempts 
from all Condemnation. —lIt is a moſt valid and ne- 
ver-failing Plea, againſt the Accuſations of Satan, and 
the Challenges of Conſcience, —lt eſtabliſhes an 
undoubted Title to every Bleſſing, whether in Time 
or in Eternity, whether of Grace or of Glory. It 
is a ſure Support for the Chriſtian, in an Hour of 
Deſertion, and in the Agonies of Death. Caſting 
Anchor on this Bottom, He may diſmiſs every Fear, 
and ride out every Storm. Leaning upon this Staff, 
He may go down to the Repoſe of the Grave; and 
neither be appalled at the folemn Harbingers of 
Diflolution, nor terrified at its far more awful Con- 
ſequences.— The Merit of this Righteoufneſs, and 
the Power of its DIVINE AUTHOR, will 
unſeal the Tomb; will bring forth the ſleeping Duſt 

Vol. III. LI from 


* Mal. iv. 2. 
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the whole Man into Immortality and Glory, By 
this He will be preſented without Spot * ; preſented 
faultleſs t; yea, be preſented perfe#t t, and with ex- 
ceeding Foy, before the Throne. 


cc 


What a Gift then is the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST. / 
* O my Soul, what wouldſt thou wiſh, for thy 
Conſolation and Joy? What wouldſt thou wiſh, 
to be the Stability of. thy Hope, and the Strength 
of thy Salvation? — Wouldſt thou have that, 
which is greater than the whole World, and all 
its Grandeur, and all its Treaſure? Thou haſt 
it in CHRIST. Wouldſt thou have that, which 
is greater than the Heaven of Heavens, and all 
its ſtarry Hoſt, and all its angelic Inhabitants ? 
Thou haſt it in CHRIST. Wouldſt thou 


have that, which is abundantly greater, incom- 


parably greater, immenſely greater than all? 
Thou haſt it in CHRIST.—Wouldſt thou have 
that, which is great as the inexorable Juſtice of 
GOD can demand; great as the unſearchable 
Wiſdom of GOD can deviſe? Thou haft it in 
CHRIST.—Wouldſt thou have that, which 
is great, and excellent, and glorious, as the Per- 
fections of the almighty and eternal GOD? 
Thou haſt it in the Holineſs, the Righteouſnefs, 
and the Blood of CH RIST—in the immacu- 
late Holineſs of his Nature—in the conſummate 
Righteouſneſs of his Life—and the infinitely 


precious Blood of his Croſs. —Surely, then, Thou 


haſt to ſay, with the holy Apoſtle; Bleſſed be 
GOD for this UNSPEAKABLE © 7 5 8 hg 


18 JY 64 A 


+ Jude 24. f Col. i. 28. 
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* Eph. v. 27. 
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